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words our 
children 
must now 
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By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


.^TEACHERS were yesterday 
given hour-by-honr instracfions 


given hour-by-hour instrncfions 
on how to teach reading - the 
Plie-toj-.i nph- Peter )n most detailed intervention in the 

classroom made by a govexn- 
0 I menL The document exnpha- 
m siscs the. importance of 

W ■ traditional methods, especially 
pbcmk^whicb involves teach- 
ing words according to letter, 
sounds. Under the proposals 1 1- 
year-dds ^9 he expected to 

„ .nicitiaiton :ilvui Hi taow memmgs of such 
k . :uul In- will uiniinui'i wonfe as caffigram. cfaquato, 
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:is.!p In’ 11 wtkfc primary schools will have 

;l ,i«.u- public *••«**« tp h6 i d each day from Sep- 
l:,i. llmiiiltm ili-T- tember. Mmisters intend to is- 
i.iiiicr appmpi i.uc. • sae similar guidelines on maths 
v ied. rssuJi m ih- c and to introduce a daily nu- 
>u id had paraded k ' ■ nferacy hour. Tfeacherssaid the 
in ihc melt kI>«» _ hteracy guidelines, which cov- 

t»*i t Ik Omnium M- in ^ the -six years of primary 

.. — — school, were so prescriptive 

t&at they wduld stifle children’s 
enjoyment of reading and hold 
hack bright children. 

David Bhmkett, Secretary of 
late for Education, said par- 
nts would now have a dear 
‘ieawhat their children should 
» learning in each term. “This 
ramework gives dear and de- 
ar! ed guidance on planning 
he teaching of literacy in pri- 
baiy schools using tried and 
lasted methods. 

...1 v • inf>* ;• “it is a practical tool for day- 

v .|„ i, i.H i''.'’" b-day teaching which wflllib- 
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1 i * , i I . chi*. : thdr professional skills without 
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strategy is not compulsory but, 
most teachers are expected to 
use it Chris Woodhead, Chief 
Inspector of Sdwote,isastioiig 
supporter of the guidelines and 
inspectors will check on how 
reading is being taught Stephen 
Byers, the school-standards 
minister, said this year that 
teachers whose pupils achieved 
poor results and who were not 
using the methods would be 
called to account 

Anne Barnes, general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation for the Teaching of 
Engtisb, said many teachers, 
had beeadonoonoed about how 
to teach reading and wo uld be 
reassuredby the help being of- 
fered. Bat she suggested the lit- 
eracy hour, In^ which the teacher 
mil teach the whole class to- 
gether for two-thirds of the 
time, might hold back bright 
children. “A lot of children will 
be very frustrated by the em- 
phasis an phonics. All children 
have to learn phonics but they 
can become seriously discour- 
aged if teachers persist with 
them too long. The point of 
reading is to enjoy a good sto- 
ry. If you are constantly hold- 
ing children up by asking them 
to sound out words, you are go- 
ing to pat them off reading.” 
The Department for Education 
said it had no statistics to show 
how many schools were using 
approved methods. "Tt is based 
on the best practice to be found 
in schools,” a spokesman said. 

However, research has 
shown that most teachers use a 
mixture of methods, including 
phonics. Most experts argue that 
phonics alone does not im- 
prove reading. The Govern- 
ment- is spending £59m this 
year on literacy training for 
teachers and more books. Train- 
ing will begin after Easter and 
ftgeh teacher will eventually re- 
ceive three days’ tra inin g. 

■ Mr Blunkett wlD today an- 
nounce that the Government 
will fund 562 summer literacy 
schools this year, an 11-fold in- 
crease on last year. 

literacy tests, page 3 



BRITAIN'S efforts to pota man into space 
in a private rocket yesterday went, qp, np 
and-.awiy,-witesC3iailesArfliiir.Atllam 
on Dartmoor, Steve Bennett pressed the' 
zed button to launch Starchaser 3, a 22ft 
eapeiiraencal rocket designed to^ whizz 5,000 
metres into the air. 

. Ai 11am and a fewseconds, he was gaz- 
ing at burning scrub where the rocket had 
crashed, harming nobody but demon- 
strafing that ffs one thing to launch a rock- 
et but quite another to get it to fly. 

He later blamed the faQure cm the rock- 


et motors: “I was trying to light Seven mo- 
tois together, but a couple ignited before 
the others and it hit the side of the hib. We 
will put it down to eaqierience.” 

The pocket took Mr Bennett two years 
to btuld virtually ai^fehanded, and induded 
nine computers and 11 rocket motors -and 
was 10 times more powerful than Mr Ben- 
nett’s last rocket, Starchaser 2, which 
reached a height of 600 metres in 1996. 

The lanncfa initially went well -but a cou- 
ple of hundred feet up the rocket grachud- 
ly turned tail in the way familiar to witnesses 


oftheAriane 5 launch in June 1996 (Mown 
up 30 seconds after takeoff), and early tests 
of the prototype Trident endear missOe (took 
off and theq dived into the sea). 

The next steps in his plan had been to 
launch another version of Starchaser 3 in a 
ffigbl over the sea, and then to launch a satel- 
lite into low Earth orbit, and finally to put 
a person into orbit - an essential step be- 
fore aiming for a SlOm prize being offered 
by an American company to anyone Tock- 
eting three people 100 kflmnetres (62 miles) 
into space and bringing them back safely. I 


Wanted — a committee to deal 
with the end of the world 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Ecfitor 


THE BATE of the Earth will in 
future be decided by committee.; 
At least,-# somebody thinks that 
we are about to be wiped out by 
a wayward asteroid -as seemed 
to be the case a week ago. 

In future a group of 15 as- 
tronomers across the United 
States will check the calculations 
involved, just to see whether^ we 
really are going to be flattened. 

Whafsmore,tbqniliytode- 
dde what we should do in order 


to avoid catastrophe - and not 
just the sort that leaves cosmic 
egg on otherw^e eminent feces. 

The committee is fikely to in- 
. dude Brian Maisden, the Har- 
vard astronomer who warned 
nine days ago that asteroid 1997 
XF11 could hit the Earth and 
dooraJmmankmd in 2028. Homs 
later, the US space agency Nasa 
issued more detailed calcula- 
tions showing that it would miss 
ts by 600,000 miles. “The whede 
episode has left a nasty taste in 
my mouth,” said the professor. 

The members far the new 
committee .were being chosen 


at 8 meeting this week in Hous- 
ton, Thxas. They agreed to use 
their combined expertise to 
calculate the risks to the Earth 
when an asteroid looks like a 
threat. “If it’s a real threat, the 
announcement will be made and 
steps win be taken to mitigate 
the threat,” said Donald Yeo- 
mans, a Nasa scientist. 

Everyone involved agreed 
that the gaffe over 1997 XF11 
could have been avoided had 
the International Astronomical 
; Union, which issued Professor 
Marsdeu’s statement, and Nasa 
communicated earlier. “It’s in 


Fury as Newcastle chiefs refuse to go 
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|3ylan BurreD 

[Newcastle united fens ra- 
jicted furiously yesterday to 
! igws that the dub chairman, 
Ssddy Shepherd, and vice- 
rj»irmar> Douglas Hall would 
itbt be resigning, 
j -Mr Shepherd yesterday 
: aiied in a Hig h Cinirt attempt 
.Ogetan injunction against the 
Ntosofthe Wbrldxa prevent the 



newspaper publishing further 
details in its next edition of a 
con versation he had with an un- 
dercover reporter. 

Newcastle supporters have 
been calling for the pair to 
step down since Sunday when 
the newspaper published re- 
marks they are alleged to have 
made insulting the dub's star 
'players, mocking the support- 
ers and describing North-easr- 
. eru women as “dogs”- 

Yesterday, Gerrazd Tyrrell, 
Mr HalTs solicftoc said his dient 
had no intention of resigning as 

they had been “stitched up right 

royalty*. Mr Hall owns 57 per 
cent of the dub’s shares andMr 

Shepherd owns 7 per cent - 



Hbib Owra 57 per «** of club 

Alarming ly for the dnb, the 
three independent non -execu- 
tive directors- of Newcastle 
United jplc were said yesterday 


It is understood that Sir Tfcrence. 
Harrison, Denis Cassidy and 
John Mayo wifi resign in protest 
if Mr Shield and Mr Hall are 
Finable to disprove the allega- 
tions by legal action becaise of 
womes about the consequences 
for ihefr own reputations. 

Sir Terence, the chairman of 
Newcastle United pic, the quot- . 
ed parent company of the foot- 

bafl chib, is also dairoan of the 
budding firm Alfred McAlpine. 
Mr Cassitty is the former head 
erf liberty, the London depart- 
ment store and Bodtfington’s 
brewery. MrMayoisfinancedi- 
iector of dteettootra group 

Although Mr Shqiherd and 
Mr Hah take issue with the 


New of the World’s riahne,, they 
have not issued a libel writ Mr 
TJmreH said; “If they did say 
these things, they totally apol- 
ogise and it was totally out of 
cha rac t e r ... They don’t re- 
member what was said.” 

He added that a complaint 
had been made to the newspa- 
per abomils reporting methods. 

In Newcastle last night, fens 
were adamant flat the two soc- 
cer chiefs should go. John Re- 
gan. secretary of the Newcastle 
United Independent Support- 
ers’ A<socfeti<m,said:“Their ar- 
rogance belies belief- they are 
refusing to go despite massive 
public support against them.” 
The Toon saga, page 18 


our best interest to try to get 
harmonious again," he said. 

When an astronomer dis- 
covers that an asteroid could 
threaten the Earth, the com- 
mittee will review the data and 
do its own calculations to deter- 
mine how serious the threat is. 

“Within a matter of a day or 
two, the situation will become 
far more clear and it will either 
become a non-event or some 
appropriate announcement will 
be made - but not nntil this 
committee's had a chance to 
chew on it for a bit,” Mr Yeo- 
mans said. 


Striking French 
dose Calais 

THOUSANDS of Britons 
attempting to cross the Chan- 
nel were left stranded yes- 1 
terday as French workers ! 
closed the porr of Calais and 
blocked Le Shuttle services in 
a 24-hour action which meant 
the cancellation of Dover- 
Calais femes. Page 3 

Glasgow loses out 
to Edinburgh 

GLASGOW lost out doubly 
to Edinburgh - first in the 
hosting of the Scottish Par- 
liament, and then in its bid 
for money to establish a 
National GaQeiy of Scottish 
Art and Design. Page 5 


Now Murdoch 
may grab the 
Lord’s Test for 
satellite TV 
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seconds afterwards, right. But then (tad went horribly wrong -- Photographs: Sam Morgan Moore 


By Rob Brown 

Media Editor 

CRICKET lovers may soon 
have to subscribe to satellite or 
cable television to watch live 
covcrqge of home England Test 
matches. So will many other 
armchair sports fens if the Gov- 
ernment decides to follow the 
recommendations of an inde- 
pendent working parry pub- 
lished yesterday. 

In what would he a blow for 
some “free to air" terrestrial 
broadcasters but a major fi- 
nancial boon for sports, the ad- 
visoiy group is prepared to give 
BSkyB the chance to seize 
many of the so-called “crown 
jewels of sport”, including all 
Wimbledon matches apart from 
the finals and semi-finals. 

It would also lower the pro- 
tection for the Fife World Cup 
finals after the tournament in 
France this summer, but it 
would guarantee the terrestri- 
als more access to the European 
Football championships. 

The group -whose members 
included Jack Charlton, Steve 
Cram and Michael Parkinson - 
is advocating that the list of pro- 
tected sports events should be 
split into two tiers. Terrestrials 
would be guaranteed live cov- 
erage of a shortened A list and 
would have to make do with 
h ighlig h ts or deferred coverage 
of those in the B list. 

The report was welcomed 
yesterday by Claire Ward, 
Labour MP for Watford and a 
member of the Commons Cul- 
ture, Media and Sport select 
committee. “It recognises 


that sport has become much 
more commercial in nature and 
agreal deal of advancement and 
progress in sport is based on 
funding they receive from sell- 
ing the rights to broadcasting,” 
she said. 

“While recognising that 
some will feel the move on test 
cricket is a great shame, Fm not 
sure any of our public service or 
free to air broadcasters can jus- 
tify what is effectively 25 days of 
one sport being broadcast” 

Simon Johnson, ITVs head 
of business affairs, took a sim- 
ilarly pragmatic view: “We’re 
slightly disappointed the Gov- 
ernment hasn’t left the list as 
it was, but we’ve never relied on 
government legislation to do 
our negotiation for us," ho 
said. 

Reducing the number of 
listed events reserved for ter- 
restrial broadcasters seems cer- 
tain to anger many sports fans, 
who will resent having to pay for 


have traditionally been 
sCTeencd by the BBC and ITV 

But the bodies running ma- 
jor sports are ketan to be freed 

up to auction off viewing rights 
for big occasions to sate&te 
broadcasters. They are e&erto 
reap the same kind offoom- 
mercial dividends as football’s 
Premier league, whose finances 
were transformed when it 
suudca£300mdeaIwitbSkyfrsr 
the rights to screen live soccer. 

Chris Smith, the Culture, 
Media and Sport Secretary, is 
expected to announce his re- 
sponse to the report in a few 
weeks. 
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Tube leasing plan hailed as triumph for Prescott * >5 


to# 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Con'espondent 

THE CASH-STARVED Lon- 
don Underground received a 
£365m boost yesterday as the 
Government announced it 
would lease its trains, track and 
stations to the private sector. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, stressed his 
plan was not privatisation, nor 
even “partial" privatisation, but 


a new “third way” to provide LU 
with a 15-year, £7bn invest- 
ment programme. The deal 
could see London's subter- 
ranean rail system broken up 
into three parts. At present, 
there are 12 Tube lines - seven 
of which are classifi ed as “deep" 

and the rest as '‘sub-surface". 

London Transport will re- 
main a public-sector company 
responsible for “running the 
t rains, managing the Stations, 


marketing the network and en- 
suring safety". Private firms 
will bid for the right to renew 
the network: The contractors 
will have to maintain the track, 
upgrade the rapidly-deterio- 
rating- signalling systemswand 
modernise the rolling stack, . 
LT will pay the infrastrucnM.j 
companies “service charges^ 

to use the tr ains and tracks. 

Rail track, the company 

which took over British Rail’s 


stations and signalling, was 
quick to express an “interest”. 
“IWo-thirds of the Under- 
ground tracks are on the sur- 
face, overground, and many of 
them are adjacent to existing 
Rail track assets," explained Bri- 
an Mellitt, the company’s en- 
gineering director. 

Mr Prescott said that those 
that pffered “the best value for 
money" would win the work. 
Pares will, according to minis- 


ters, “be the judgement of the 
Greater London Authority". 
At present, ticket prices can rise 
by 1 per cent above inflation - 
an increase bitterly resented by 
Londoners. 

Geoffrey Robinson, the 
Paymaster General, said the 
process of ixqectingprivate cap- 
ital into the network could 
“start immediately”. However, 
it is unlikely to trickle in until 
after 2000, when the London 


mayor - who will be in charge 
of LT - should be in place. 

Hie key to the Govern- 
ment's plan is the Tbbe’scash 
flow. It takes £S00m every year 
in ticket sales and makes an “op- 
erating profit" of about £275 hl 
B ut this is after a Treasury 
hand out of £400m. Ifthe Gov- 
emrnent waits until 2001. the 
Tube’s “profits” could replace 
its government subsidy. 

ExpertssayA 


tractors could then be paid by 

a combination of “London tax- 
es" such as congestion charging 


feres. Either way, the improve- 
ments to the system will be paid 

for by its users. 

Maurice Fitzpatrick, a part- 
ner with accountants Cbantrey 
Vellacout, said the extra in- 
vestment. needed £400m more 
a year. “If that were all to 
come from ticket sales, feres 


would have to be increased 
forthwith by around 50 per 
cent" Alternatively longer leas- 
es would see private companies 
paying for work in the first few 


of cash in the latter half of the 
contract as LT becomes in- 
creasing profitable. 

The radical plan is considered 
a triumph for Mr Prescott, He 
had battled to save the network 
from being privatised. 
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Christieb staff hanging the only known life-size portrait in o3 of John Brown, Queen Victoria!* faithful Highland servant which she commissioned. The 
painting by Carl Rudolph Sohn is to be sokl on behalf of the Scottish Tartans Sodety at Christie^ fe Edbibwgh in May Photograph: Nicoh Kurtz 
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Rmjmmenxfetions of the mdependent working par- 
ty on which sports should be screened free ijy terrestrial 
channels (Group A) and those which are open to bids 
from satellite 3nd cable companies (Group B): 

Group A (FqH Live Coverage Protected) 

Olympic Games Fife World Cup Finals (final, 
semi-finals and matches involving Home Nations); 
European Football Championships (final semi-finals 
and matches involving home nations); FA Cup Fi- 
nal Scottish FA Cup Final (in Scotland); Wimble- 
don (finals weekend); the Grand National the Derby. 

Group B (Secondary Coverage Protected) 

Fife World Cup Finals (all matches not includ- 
ed above); European Football Championships (all 
matches not included above); Fife World Cup 
qualifying matches involving home nations; Euro- 
pean Football Championships qualifying matches in- 
volving home nations; Five Nations Rugby 
Tour name nt; Rugby World Cup (final, semi-finals 
and matches involving home nations); list Match- 
es involving Englan d; Cricket World Cup (final semi- 
finals and matches involving home nations); 
Wimbledon (all play other than finals weekend); 
Commonwealth Games; world athletics champi- 
onship; and for golf - the Open and the Ryder Cup. 


By Clare Gamer 

A CONSUITANTwbo carried out 
a heart procedure on a six-year-old 
giri without the consent of her par- 
ents was last night suspended for 
six months. 

James Taylor, a consultant pae- 
diatric cardiologist at London’s 
Great Ormond Street Hospital 
was found guilty of serious pro- 
fessional misconduct at the end of 
a four-day hearing at the Gener- 
al Medical Council (GMC). 

A six-month suspension is a le- 
nient sentence after a finding of se- 
rious professional misconduct It 
reflects the GMCs view that Dr 
Taylor acted in what he felt were 
the best interests of the child, but 
that he ignored his overriding 
duty to obtain parental consent 

Debbie Jenkins, from Sprow- 
ston, Norwich, died after suffering 
irreversible brain damage follow- 
ing Dr Taylor’s procedure. Her par- 
ents, Ross and Carolyn, said they 


had not wanted die procedure- the 
insertion of a balloon catheter- to 
go ahead. 

The GMC found that Dr Tay- 
lor, 61, had not been aware of Deb- 
bie’s parents’ wishes and found that , 
he did not have “sufficient medical 
grounds to proceed in the absence 
of parental consent”. 

Debbie was bom with a con- 
genital heart condition and was 
supposed to be undergoing a rou- 
tine diagnostic procedure to es- 
tablish if her health problems were 
cardiac-related. 

Dr Tbylor told the hearing that 
he decided to go ahead witira pro- 
cedure to dilate a balloon in an ef- 
fort to enlarge a narrowed artery 
in July 1995. After the balloon burst 
Dr Tbylor attempted to remove the 
remnants of the device for three 
hours but he foiled and it cut off 
the blood supply to Debbie’s brain. 

Dr Herbert Duthie, chairman 
of the Professorial Conduct Com- 
mittee of the GMC, said there bad 


been no exceptional circum- 
stances in the case. He said that 
parents had a right to be involved 
in the care of their children, “so 
.doctors must do their best to ex- 
plain what is involved and gain 
their consent”. He added: “The 
decision to use the balloon 
catheter was taken without the 
parent’s consent.” Dr Taylor's 
suspension will apply after a 28- 
day appeal procedure. Both par- 
ents were devastated by the death 
of their only daughter and Mr 
Jenkins said that he still cries him- 
self to sleep. They were too dis- 
tressed to speak about yesterday’s 
decision. 

Dr Taylor’s lawyer, Nicola 
Davies, told the hearing that he had 
believed he was acting in the best 
interests erf Ins patient when he car- 
ried out the procedure. “He is a 
man of total dedication and a 
wise physician,” she said. “He was 
devastated by the death of Debbie | 
Jenkins." ! 


to end 
role for 
Aitken 

By Kathy Maries 

G EC- Marconi, the defence 
company, is about to part com- 
pany with Jonathan Aitken, 
the disgraced former cabinet 9 
ministe r whom it hired only a 
few weeks ago as a consultant 
on Saudi arms sales. 

Hie company said yesterday 
that Mr Aitken. who was ar- 
rested this week in connection 
with perjury allegations, had 
been appointed on a short- 
term contract to handle a spe- 
cific project which was almost 
complete. 

It declined to comment on 
whether his prospects had been 
affected by the week’s develop- 
ments. However, a spokesman 
said; “GEC's reputation is 
squeaky dean. As a transna- 
tional company, we have to be- 
have as straightforwardly as 
possible always, because ourj| 
success depends on our repu- -- 
tation.” 

Mr Aitken was questioned 
by police for four horns onjTbes- 
day about allegations arising 
from the collapse of his libel ac- - 
tion last year against The 
Guardian and Granada Tfelevi- 
sion. His teenage daughter, 
Virtoria,who would have tes- 
tified, op liis ^ehalf, was inter- 
viewed tire previous day. 

. Although his appointment 
was confinned by <?EC ooly^ 

three weeks ago, it is understood - 
he has been working for it for 
several months. He is believed 
to have been advismg it on its. 
attempts to sell the Marksman 
radar-targeted artillery gun. 

Sources say the project is 
only weeks from completion, 
and that there was never an in- 
tention to retain Mr Aitken for 
further consultancy work. But 
they acknowledge that the lat- 
est legal developments have 
made him a source of poten- 
tial embarrassment to the 
company. 

One source said: “Clearly it . 
was believed that this was a man 
who would bring something to . 
the picnic as for as Saudi Ara- * 
bia was concerned, and if you 
are trying to get business, you 
explore every avenue.” 

Mr Aitken, 55, a former de- 
fence procurement minister, 
has been credited with securing 
a £5bn order for British Aero- ! . 
space for 48 Tornado fighter- 
bombers from Saudi Arabia. , 
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French 
protestors 
shut down 
Chunnel 


By Randeep Ramesh 
and Katharin e Butter 

THOUSANDS of Britons at- 
tempting to CrOSS the Ghann-f 
were left stranded yesterday as 
French workers dosed the port 
of Calais and blocked Le Shut- 
tle services. 

The 24-honr action meant 
the cancellation of Dover- 
Calais ferry services and severe 
disruption to the car-carrying 
Channel tunnel trains. 

French ferry staff and dock- 
ers used about 20 cars to block 
the motorway entrance to the 
.-si. Tunnel for four hours, barring 
all freight and tourist passen- 
gers. They were protesting 
against the EtTs proposed abo- 
lition of duty-free sales from the 
summer of 1999. 

Those companies with cross- 


entment has been leading calls 
for a further reprieve for the 
trade beyond June 1999, trill be 
looking to his German col- 
league, Theo Waged, for s«ds 
of scpport fora study on the im- 
pact on employment. 

Mr Wugel is already under 
pressure from campaigners in ' 
Germany who fear massive 
losses in the North Sea ferry 
ports and who now have the 
support of the Opposition's 
Gerhard Sdnfldec, tipped to be- 
come G er m any 's chancellor. 

The French strike, which 
began eaiiy yesterday morning, 
led to huge traffic jams around 
Calais, affecting .British trav- 
eBeis including many tony dri- 
vers. Tfempms flared as truckers 



SIR PETHR HALL IN 
HIS SEVENTIES 
DIARIES 

*D»rid appeared Wi my of- 
fice sporting what I’m 

sure was a deHberateEy 

tom sweater. He is one of 

the warmest and most 
gencreatftien 1 know, but 
feNdeS It under an icy 
m an ner that is 
and flip bf turns 
naturally para- 
hbiiiwvous and edg^" 

igB^iOimOCKON 
HARE’S FLAY 
%RSQ4CEOFWAR > 

It Adw* ihe as an arseHole." 

Ha^E ON HIS 




divert some services to differ- 
ent destinations. P&O Siena 
Line, the newly combined fer- 
ry company, cancelled its 
Dover-Calais services and 
sailed to Zeebrugge, while Hov- 
erspeed operated to Ostend 
rather than Calais 

Eurostar escaped the chaos 
- providing the only cross- 
Channel services unaffected 
from London to Paris and Brus- 
sels. 

* Duty-free shopping remains 
a contentions point of the “sin- 
gle market”. Campaigners say 
it will cost up to 23,000 jobs in 
the UK alone and most will go 
within a year of the chang e. 

Yesterday’s action coincid- 
ed with a meeting of European 
finance ministers in Yotk- AI- ' 
though duty-free » not officially 
on the agenda, the Calais 
protests : have- turned -tip thfe- 
heat. ' 

'Ireland’s finance minister, 


French police of standing by 
while the blockade continued. 

Services on Le Shuttle did 
not resume until mid-after- 
noon. Eurotunnel released a 
statement saying “the compa- 
ny will not tolerate any disrup- 
tions and we have been In 
touch with the french author- 
ities reiterating this.” 

The Freight H-ansport As- 
sociation, which represents 
hantagft firms, estimated the 
cost of the 24-hour strike to 
British industry as more than 
£500,000. 

Experts have also pointed 
out that duty-free encourages 
travel. A recent study by the 
Centre of Economics and Airi- 
ness Research predicted that 
115,000 fewer visits will be 
made to the UK by the year 
2005 if duty-free sales were 
axed 

Barry Goddard, secretary 
general of die Duty-Free Con- 
federation, said: “Duty and 
tax-free shopping is good for 


Rasrionate about passion: David Hare , the darling of the chattering classes 


Photograph: John Voos 


Passion is all for ideologue of the theatre 



IT IS difficult for this newspaper to give 
David Hare the praise he deserves as 
we would, according to Hare himself, 
be praisiDg from the perspective of 
ignorance. “The Independent Hare 
' once wrote, “is staffed by fools who 
know nothing about art.” 

- The crime that provoked that de- 
nunciation was that we ran an obitu- 
ary of a film director which said the 
dead man had had “an uneven career”. 
But that is Hare -passionate in his de- 
fence of high art, passionate in his con- 
tempt for those who question iL 
He is also passionate in defence of 
passion. His latest play. The Judos 
Kiss , which opened in London this 
week, is ostensibly about Oscar Wilde 
but deals with recurrent Hare themes, 
love and betrayal. 

■Hare is rightly contemptuous of 
those who say must be harder for a 
very wealthy man, than it is for others 


IN THE NEWS 


DAVID HARE 


to retain idealism. His plays show he 
has. Though he would also be rightly 
contemptuous of such a lazy phrase, 50- 
year-old Hare, with 30 years in the 

theatre, remains thp darling nf the rfuif - 

tering classes. The first night of The -to- 
day Kiss at the Playhouse Theatre was 
attended by the artist Eduardo 
Paolozzi, the novelist Ian McEwan, 
theatre directors, actors and editors of 
left-wing journals. 

■ The argument in Hare’s work is nor- 
mally guaranteed to send his audience 
home with a warm glow. His plays - 
notably his National Theatre trilogy cm 
the church, the legal system and the 


Labour Party - not only mine our 
doubts about established institutions, 
they explore the nature of Englishncss 
and they examine the depths of love and 
loss in relationships. But in cultural mat- 
ters, the winner is usually well sign- 
posted. The conflict between theatre and 
television in ^4 my i View is no contest, 
with Judi Dench’s passionate defence 
of theatre all too earily exposing the shal- 
lowness of a pretentious film director. 

But then there is no contest for 
Hare. The post-modernist edeticism 
which sees all art as equally worthy of 
attention leaves him cold. He once gave 
an agenda-setting denunciation of this. 
fittingly enough on the studiedly eclec- 
tic BBC Late Show, arguing that Keats 
is better than Bob Dylan, and it's time 
we started prioritising again. 

Id 1994 he gave a lecture to the Fabi- 
an Society, a lecture he did not intend 
to be made public. Referring to the play 


Absence Of War, researched during 
Labour’s 1992 election campaign, he 
said that Labour's decision to remod- 
el itself in the Eighties “has left a 
Labour Party terrified of controversy, 
terrified of internal argument, and in 
my own liny comer of interest, terri- 
fied of a play that asks what has hap- 
pened to its own ability to give voice 
to its great passion for social justice”. 

Hare's plays have been criticised for 
debate not always matched by theatri- 
cality. and for too few shades of grey 
in that debate, with women often cast 
as the liberal voice of reason. But they 
contain a beauty, not just of language, 
but of integrity — a challenge to soci- 
ety to rethink its position on love, on 
faith, on politics. Even fools who know 
nothing about art can recognise in that 
a great contribution to cultural life. 

— David Lister 
Not so W3de about the boys, page 20 
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money and that was the thing. 
He amm with a big roll of 
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glwertih those days. and. bo- 
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bring frozen sheep and fruit 
from New Zealand and toys 
from Hong K*»g *"d xiyeSK 
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then he’d go away again and 
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potatoes. So he represented 
wealth and plenty.” 

STELLA GONET, 
ACTRESS 
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Why an 1 1 -year-old must know 
a grapheme from a cinquain 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


THE NEW national literacy 
strategy gives teachers lists of 
common words which their 
pupQs should be able to read by 
. -^particular age. 

* For five-year-olds there are 
45 .words including “look”, 
“corne” and “away”. By six 
they should be familiar with at 
least 150 words including 
“laugh", “people”, “schools* 
and “because”. They should 
also be aide to read easily the 
days of the week, months of the 
year, numbers one to 20, com- 
mon colours, and their own and 
the school's name and address. 

By the age of seven they 
should be able to spell 113 
words such as “where” , “after” 
and “who". Aged eight or nine, 
they should I earn to read and 


TEST YOUR 
WORDPOWER 


Do you know what these 
words mean? Teachers are 
expected to and they 
should form part of most 
U -year-olds’ vocabulary. 
Answers at foot of page 

1. Assonance 

2. Calligram 

3. Gnquain 

4. Grapheme 

5. Homonym 

6. Mnemonic 


spell another 119 words includ- 
ing “different”, “important”, 
“thought” and “sometimes”. 

Guidance on teaching chil- 
dren phonics and spelling is 
equally detailed. During the 


second term of the year in 
which they are sn, they should 
investigate, read and spell 
words ending in -ff, -U, -ss, -ck 
and - ng 

During the first term of the 
foNowingyear they shoukUearn 
the ernmn nn spelling patidms 
for oo, ar, qy and ow mid 
“should recognise and take ao- 

rv yiny nf rfY ^miK and P rHama. 

tion Tnarim in reading aloud”. 

The literacy hour should be 
divided into four, with the 
teacher teaching the whole 
class together for two-thirds of 
the time. At present most esti- 
mates suggest that primary 
school teachers spend only 
about 40 per cent of the time 
teaching the whole clAss. 

For the first 15 minutes, 
teAcbereshouMsbareabookor 
poem with, the whole class, 
em phasising understanding. 


spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. For the next 15 min- 
utes, teachers should concen- 
trate on teaching the whole 
class . phonics and spelling 
through individual words. 

For the foDowing 20 min- 
utes, the teacher should group 
the children by ability and 
teach one group while the oth- 
ers work independently at read- 
ing or writing 

Finally, the teacher should 
gather the whole class to rein- 
force what they have learned 
and to letpupils talk about ^ what 
they have done. 

The document says that in 
recent years phonics have been 
neglected in favour of methods 
which rely on giving children 
books and assuming that they 
will learn from the context how 
wards are speGed and what they 
mean. 


fez 




By Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


University defies police over ‘obscene’ photos 

vised the police that they had grounds to 
have them destroyed. 

Dr Peter Knight, the univeirity’s vice- 
chancellor, saxlafteryesteniay'smeeting: “If 
the Director of Public Prosecutions decides 
to proceed ...then las vice chancellor and 
the publisher will be arrested and Charged. 
We wouldvigarousiy defend our case.” 

A copy of .the book was. seized by the 
police last October. They had been alert- 
ed by a chemist who developed pho- 
tographs of the book taken by a student for 
a thesis. The photographs the police want 
to ban are “Helmut and Brooks, NYC, 
1978”, which shows a man “fisting (a form 
of anal sex) anot her m an. And “Jim and 
Tbm, Sausalite, 1977", which is of a man 
in a dog collar, leather mack and trousers, 
urinating into another man’s mouth. - 
A policespokeswoman said; “We will be 
submitting a file to the [CPS] in relation to 
posable ... action in relation to this case.” 


A UNIVERSITY yesterday challenged 
the police to prosecute them for publish- 
ing “obscene material" after them rulmg 
body unanimously voted to back their vice 

chance llor who has refused to destroy pic- 
tures by the controversial photographer 

Robert Mapplethorpe. 

In the latest round of what is rapidly be- 
camingan important test case 

sorship an emergency 
Senate of the University of Central Eng- 
land in Birmingham gave 
moves to oppose the poh«- 

aatoflarsonceBtenhyttebteAn^- 



AstiU-IHa photograph by Mapplethorpe 

can pnoiuB*“F* iW ‘ - r— - . . . . ommend that the university and Random 

been asked to pulp Hoose puKshersshouId be prosecuted unr 

^The action is being taken ^ Pf®" 


der the 1959 Obscene Publications Act. 
Lawyers airing for the Crown Prose- 


The action is being taken ^ FJ cution Service decided two photographs 

werelikeiyKi-dfi^Haveorcgiupt-afldad- 


□ -bist% Nyodmh and Orchid’ (left), In Robert Map- 
piahorpe. a Jar sale ax Christie's in New Tbtk rnApriL 
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YOUR 

PENSION WILL 
TAKE OFF 
BECAUSE OF 
WHAT 
WE DON’T. 


No penalties, no middleman. Low charges. 
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0845 3000 333 

www.dhBct&itco.uk/w8ekday8 8ani-^jmarelwe«ceni!s9OTi-5pni 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 
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SALE PRICES HELD 
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FREE 
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110cm Skjt-in Rangestyle Cooker 

■ Electric and Dual Fuel models available. 

■ Available in Green. Blue. Red, Cream or Black. 
Delivery direct from manufacturer. 

Model DFl 102. Was £1499. 

12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTON* 


CURRYS PRICE LEISURE gem Sfarin to 


lf1299 
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DISHWASHERS 





EX CLUSIVE j 

FREE"*' 


HOTPOINT 

FuB Sbe ‘Aquarius* 

. CUNWSPWCE 

Model MSI. A ajk 

wasc«9j9. ■jjm 

10 MONTHS KflCRESr r ViR AA 
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THIS EXCLUSIVE PORTABLE TV 

“99 


WHEN BOUGHT WITH ANY TV OR VIDEO RECORDER 





BOSCH 

| Fui Sba Mriiwasher 


■4 programmes. 
■ 2 dewing 


1 temperatures. 
ModdSGMOU. 



MATSU I am 

14" Portable TV with Remote Control 

■ 34cm visible saeen size. 

■ Ideal second set. 

■ On-screen display. 

Model 1436 BLACK. 

In-store Price £116.99. 


OFFER PRICE 

f9099 



-Purchased from Cunys between 7/3198 and 30/3/96. Ask far details. 

SIZE A nr) AVAILABLE ON AU. ULTIMA' MOO ELS. 5EZE B (IT) AVAILABLE ON ALL 
'AQUARIUS* MOOEL5. SIZE C (111 AVAILABLE ON ALL TOST HjmQTT MODBS. 



BELLING 


0-7 oLft. Microwave 
800 watts OHWYS PRICE 

power output jb 

Model 3S1M. 7Q 

Was £99.99. f 1 Aft 


SHAR 

09 eu.ft Mkmnve 
vrithGrfl 

1200 «wm quanz griH 
Model 730. 
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Model MNCB97. 
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TELEVISIONS 


SONY 



VACUUMS 
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LOWER THAN SALE PRICE 
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MULTIMEDIA 

PCs 



HITACHI 


25" NICAM Stereo 
TV with Fastext 


59cm visible screen site. 
Model 25F1. 

Was ,£47*39. 

Was £449.99. 
s MONTHS amsiEsr 


25* TV/Video Package 

25" NICAM Stereo TV with Fastext 
59an visible screen size. 

PUIS 4-Head NICAM Stereo Video 
Model 2567*50. 

Total Separate Selling Price 
£739.98. 

In-store 
Price ££89. 


FREE OPTJOIf* 

l.l 

LOWER 1 

u 


£429.99 



LOWER 

TT 


EXUUSiY* 


FREE 


iVH ^ 


HI-FI STAND 




AIWA 

Dolby Pro-Logic CD Mni Hi-Fi 

■ Multiplay - play* up to 3 CD*. 

a Digital n*<er. 

Model N5XAV75— M PM 
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kept out in 
double blow 
for Glasgow 


■ By Kim Se ngupta 

ONE CAN imagine the howls of out- 
rage down Sauchiehall StreeL In a 
day of a double whammy, Glasgow 
lost the initial hosting of the Scot- 
tish Parliament to Edinburgh, and 
then lost its bid for money to estab- 
lish a National GaQeiy of Scottish Art 
and Design. 

The first blow came from Donald 
Dewar » Secretary of State for Scot- 
land. Glasgow, which had promised 
a “bare- knuckle fight” to be the first 
home of the nation’s first 
in 300 years, was told it bad lost the 
battle to the old rival Edinburgh, tra- 
, ditionally viewed as the city of the 
. /‘establishment”. 

Then came the news that the Her- 
itage Lottery Fuad had tinned (town 
the £18.5m grant application for the 
gallery. 

The Government had from the 
outset shown a preference for Ed- 
inburgh to site the new parliament 
from its inception. That was con- 
firmed yesterday despite an offer 
from Glasgow to house it in the Char- 
ing Cross building formerly used by 
Strathclyde Regional Council. 

Mr Dewar said; “The Glasgow 
option .. . was very attractive. It of- 
fered a suitable debating chamber 
and ample office accommodation 
nearby. I am very grateful to the 
Glasgow Council ” However, he 
continued: “A decisive factor was the 
..-peed for the Parliament to put down 
itaots in the vitally important early 
years. 

“It would have been difficult for 
the Parliament and its staff estab- 
lished In Glasgow for the first two 
years to face a move to Edinburgh. 
That would be hard on businesses 
and other organisations seeking to 
establish a presence near to the Rsr- 
liameaL” : 

TheTHa$gbt?apr^bacf been exF 
pected to cost jtisTBm, aniJ'fedin- ;; 
burgh would be more espenave. But 
Mr Dewar said that was almost. _ 


, entirely because rates were higher 
there. 

Asked if he expected the people 
of Glasgow to be bitter about dm de- 
rision, the Secretary of State re- 
sponded: “In a competition between 
sites there is always going to be a 
mcasrae of ri kapp *-imrrw»-rtf r h o pn 

they win not imagine flife was 
some kind of stitch-up to deny 
them.” 

But the Scottish Nationalist Par- 
ty leader Alex Salmood claimed it in- 
deed was a stitch-up, *Tt looks as 
though Glasgow was used as a pawn 
in order to get a better bid from Ed- 
inburgh,” he said. “It’s a shabby way 
to treat Glasgow and leaves a bad 
taste in the mouth." 

Mr Sahnond added that the dis- 
pute between the two cities could 
have been avoided by placing the Par- 
liament Lq Cal ton Hill, the favoured 
location of tradtrio naffaa s. 

Glasgow officials were aggrieved 
but so ugbt to stay on the moral high 
ground. A City Council spokesman 
said: “We are proud of the case we 
made for Glasgow and believe that 
on quality and cost it was the best bid. 
Obviously we are disappointed the 
Secretary of Stale did not feel able 
to agree with us." 

Edinburgh CSty Council members 
felt the natural order of things had 
been maintained. The Lord Provost, 
Eric Milligan, said: "This & a recog- 
nition that Edinburgh is the natur- 
al home of the Parliament and that 
it must meet here from the very be- 
ginning.” 

Timothy Clifford, director of the 
National Galleries of Scotland, not- 
ed the Lottery Fund’s rejection of tire 
Scottish Art and Design project 
came in the midst of focus on na- 
tionhood with the Scottish Parlia- 
ment m the news. *Tt is an inn^ that 
with a Partiament about to sit in Scot- 
Land again, apcLwith Scotland so con- 
actons of nito’anhood, the concept of 
aScottish galteryhas been rqectecL.” 

he said.. ‘ • . . 
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Female football agent ruled offside 


By Rosa Prince 




THE ONLY female football agent 
in England is being refused entry to 
the players’ award ceremony because 
she is a woman. 

Rachel Anderson, 40, was last 
year turned away at the door from 
the Professional Football Associa- 
tion’s award ceremony, which is 
held at a London hotel. 

When she was invited to this 
year’s ceremony, which takes place 
on S April, by tire West Ham play- 
er Julian Dicks, she and Mr Dicks 
contacted the PEA in advance to 
make sure tire same thing would not 
happen. 

■ Shejvas to^Jin a fette^rfrom PEA 
Chief Executive 'Gordon Tkytor: 
“The PSA Awards Dinner has been 
amentonly evening for the 25 years 


rr.-risi >jn 


rarwrii7vv»i‘i' n* 1 * r 


* i *: 


since its inception and the PFA 
Management Committee have made 
a derision that it should remain so." 

Ms Hunter, a respected Football 
Association licensed agent, repre- 
sents 27 footballers, including Mr 
Dicks, Sheffield United player Don 
Hutchinson and Michael Hughes, 
who is also at West Ham. In her sev- 
en years working in football Ms 
Hunter said this is the only time she 
has encountered sexism. 

The Professional Football Asso- 
ciation is a trade union for past and 
present professional footballers, and 
is affiliated to the TUG 

Their annual dinner indudes an 
award bestowed by the players them- 
selves, and is considered the most 
prestigious accolade a footballer 
can receive. 

At last year’s ceremony Ms 


Hunter was turned away when her 
ticket was checked by Brendan Bat- 
son, Deputy Chief Executive at the 
PFA. 

Ms Hunter said: “He came up to 
me and said: ‘There seems to have 
been some mistake. You can't come 
in, it's men only’." 

When Ms Hunter asked Mr Bat- 
son, who is black, how he would fee] 
if he were turned away on the 
grounds of bis race, he replied: “It 
is not the same issue at all ” 

When Mr Dicks wrote to the PFA 
saying he was showing them a yel- 
low card for their treatment of Ms 
Hunter, he was told by Mr Taylor: 
“Wherever posable we attempt to 
be progressive. Ido not consider the 
policy of the Management Com- 
mittee on this matter to be regres- 
sive ... As a matter of fact you are 


the only one of our members who 
has written to ask a female guest to 
accompany them in 25 years.” 

The PFA told Ms Hunter they 
would end their mcn-only rule once 
women became members of the 
Association. However, this is unlikely 
to happen in the near future, as the 
PEA represents professional players 
and the women’s game in this coun- 
try remains amateur. 

Katherine Knight of the FA said 
the Association was fully committed 
to the participation of women in 
football as spectators, players and ad- 
ministrators. She said: “The PFA’s 
treatment of Rachel Anderson does 
seem to go against the general trend 
in the football in the way women are 
being viewed,” 

The PFA did not return several 
telephone calls. 






Lawrence inquiry 
set to resume 

the INQUIRY into the 1993 
racist murder of black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence in south-east 
London is to resume on Tuesday. 

The hearing was postponed 
minutes after it began last Mon- 
day when the Lawrence family's 
legal team raised “vety legiti- 
mate concents" over a newspaper 
article accusing the in quiiy chair- 
man, Sir William Macphcrson of 
Clony, of racial insensitivity. 

However, after “assurances" by 
the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, 
who “reaffirmed" bis “complete 
confidence" in Sir William, the 
Lawrences decided to continue to 
take part in the inquiry, 

MS man not guilty 

A MAN with multiple sclerosis who 
killed a woman and injured four 
pedestrians When his car careered 
out of control was yesterday found 
not guilty of causing death by dan- 
gerous driving by reason of insan- 
ity. Reginald Pull. 46, of 
Shotesbam, Norfolk, lost control of 
his Rad Fiesta in the centre of Nor- 
wich in December 1996. 

Bank bomb 

A BOMB was lobbed into a crowd- 
ed bank building by republicans in 
the centre of Londonderry yes- 
terday. The device, contained in a 
holdall, was thrown into the bank 
by members of the breakaway 
Continuity IRA, No one was hurt 
in the attack. 

Range Rover recall 

Rover is to recall 15,700 Range 
Rover Classic and Land Rcwer Dis- 
co wry vehicles because of an 
airbag problem, it was announced 
yesterday. Four cases have been re- 
ported in America of the driver’s 
airbag inflating unnecessarily, al- 
though no accidents resulted. 

MPs go green 

MPs are to be given a special bi- 
cycle allowance in a move seen as 
a boost to the battle on traffic pol- 
lution. From 1 April, they will get 
a 6-2p per mile payment while on 
Commons business. 

Meanwhile, the Queen is back- 
ing the drive for cteaperaiT"-- by 
ordering that four of the Royal 
Mew^ars should be converted to 
run liquid petroleum gas. 
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BT has made the 
weekend cheaper 






Local Calls Ip 


National Calls 3p 


Local weekend cans with BT are jus* Ip a minute. And thanks to the latest 
price cut on 17th January, national weekend calls are now only 3p a minute 
(Sp minimum charge per call). 

BT has also designed a range of discounts to suit the calls you make, giving 
you extra savings on your local, national and. International calls. 

If anyone claims they can give you cheaper calls than BT, cad 0600 003 800 
to check you’re getting all your discounts. 


See how BT’s discounts save you EXTRA money , 


DISCOUNT 

HOW YOU SAVE 

SAVING 

Friends & Fam&y 
lO Numbers 

Save each time to these you can most often. 

10 % 

^BestFriend 
r (Savings atari 1M May} 

Get an extra 10% savings off your top UK 
Friends & Family number. 

20 % 

PrentierUne 

Add PrainierlJne to Friends & Fendy for 25H 
off your top 1 0 numbers |13W twins* on mobs* eafla}. 

25 % 

^Country Celling Plan 

r 30 Countries 

Save ever more on International csSs Vvhen you 

add BT*s Country Calling Plan to the above discounts. ^^096 


BT^ 7 fs good to talk 


C all us \{ )\Y on 0800 003 800 and chock you’re ail your discounts 


n u pd A FftMLY tg NOT AVAILABLE WTTH UGHT USES SCXEME a ca T TW Mt i - OSLUOES MpflfcE. rnP S Pm a COSTC re PCB QWfiTCR COUWTHT CALUMO PLUM COSTS n pen COUMTRV 
PSt MONTH 5 CALLING PLANS TO 38 COlKmSS AVAILABLE OrCUAXS BT CHAftOEOVO CAUi. MMHUM CHARGE W PES CALL. 
















THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 21 MARCH t9*»8 


Parents reassured flying does not killbab^es 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

PARENTS planning to take young 
babies on long-haul flights were 
advised not to worry yesterday after 
research suggested some infants could 
be at risk of cot death from the 
reduced oxygen levels in the cabin- 

Experts said that flying appeared 
to be safe in the first year of 
although it was probably, wise to wait 
a week after birth to ensure the infant 
was bealthy. 

They were responding to findings 
from a study of 34 infants who were 
exposed to air containing 6 per cent 
less oxygen than normal, smilar to that 
in an aircraft cabin or up a mountain. 
The babies were carefully monitored 
and four suffered a fall in oxygen lev- 
els in their blood associated with dis- 
turbed heart rhythms and shortness of 
breath. They were given extra oxygen 
immediately. 

The study, by Professor David 
Southall and colleagues from the 
North Staffordshire Hospital Centre, 
in Stoke-on-Trent, published in the 
British Medical Journal, was carried out 
after two sets of parents seen at the 
hospital reported losing a child to cot 


death after a long-haul flight. Yester- 
day, Anne Diamond, the television 
presenter who has played prominent 
role in cot death campaigns, dis- 
closed that her own baby son died two 
days after a flight. 

In an editorial in the BMJ, Anthony 
Milner, professor of neonatology at St 
Thomas' Hospital, London, said the 

findings needed to be put in context. 
British Airways, which flies more 
than 34 million passengers a year, says 
there have been no recorded in- 
stances of cot deaths daring a flight 
in the past 10 years. 

Professor Milner said the physio- 
logical effects of breathing low levels 
of oxygen on infants had been care- 
fully studied, but these did not nec- 
essarily mean they were at greater risk. 

“All the epidemiological evidence in- 
dicates ihaf _ flying appears to be safe 
in the first year of life.” 

The Foundation for the Study of 
Infan t Deaths said: “The study did not 
demonstrate a greater cot death risk 
on an aeroplane than on the ground. 
It tells us that some babies react more 
dramatically than others to a drop m 
oxygen and this is an interesting find- 
ing which needs to be pursued in fur- 
ther research."' 
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Bonny baby: Experts say that flying appears to be safe in the first year and BA, which flea 34 1 


Lyeor, has no recorded instances 
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Expert who 
likes to court 
controversy 



THERE are not many paedia- 
tricians who would have con- 
templated carrying out a study 
in which infan ts were deprived 
of oxygen, writes Jeremy Lau- 
rence. Even the North Stafford- 
shire Hospital Centre’s own 
research ethics committee ini- 
tially rejected the proposal be- 
cause of fears about the possible 
danger to babies involved. But 
Professor David Southall is 
used 'to courting controversy. 

He was the doctor respon- 
sible for covertly videoing par- 
ents suspected of child abuse 
whifa rtirir children were in hos- 
pitaL Between 1986 and 1994, 
39 children were filmed being 
attpekeri by apparently caring 
parents and step-parents which 
4ed to 33 criminal prosecutions. 

• However, his methods were 
^criticised jKyehiatrists con- 
cerned about infringement of 
privacy and the risk of exposing 
children to further harm during 
the surveillance operation and 
he was accused of acting as an 

agent provocateur. 

In a separate study con- 
ducted between 1989 and 1993 
in which premature babies with 
breathing problems were placed 
on a new type of respirator, 
some parents complained they 
were not told their children 
were being given experimental 
treatment In aD 122 babies took 
part of whom 28 died and 15 
were left brain damaged. 

A number of families con- 
tacted a local solicitor, James 
Evans, claiming their children 
had been used as guinea pig; 
and tbaifoey had onty found out 
about the trial when Professor 
Southall and his colleagues 
published their findings in an 
- American journal which high- 
lighted the dangers of the treat- 


ment However, the hospital: ,u- 
said the parents had been told-^ 
about the trial but may have for-;^' 
gotten because of the stress they ^ 
were under. - & 

Mr Evans yesterday said m-Jf 
quiries were continuing to 
whether the parents had a legafr^ 
case. “The questions <M£ 
whether proper informed coib -® 
sent was obtained and whether.# 
the ventilator was safe.” » 
Ethical questions have alsqJl 
been raised about the 
study, published in to day’s JR 
British Medical Journal, which* 
are examined in two accompa- a 
nying commentaries. Despite « 
its initial conce^os, the hospital a 
ethics commit^agreed to let 1 
the study go aheid because its 
members were ^convinced it 
would be safc,*wift a patdia- , 
tridan on that the 3| 

parents would be p«x?perly in- a 
formed and no coercion would, j 
be used. However, ' Juliana 
Savukscu, of the Centre for Ho -38 
man Bioethics, Victoria, Aus- ,^, 
tralia, says there was already ^ 
some evidence of risk before the - : 
study began, it had no thera- • 
peutic benefit and it is unclear t; 
whether the parents were fi%.' 
aware of the danger. 

The only benefit to the par- 
ents was in learning whether 
their child was one who re- 
sponded badly to a reduction in 
oxygen levels in the air. They 
could then avoid long-haul 
flights or mountain holidays, 
until their child was older. 

Mr Savulescu concludes 

there is some value in the study 

but “a balance must always be 
struck between discouraging 
research which might elimi- 
nate continuing harm and mak- 
ing it as safe and ethical. .as. 
possible." ' 'K. . 
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Motoring Assistance 




IF WE DON’T REACH 


YOU WITHIN AN 


HOUR. WE'LL GIVE 


YOU £10’. THE AA 


AND RAC WON'T. 


How's this for speed? On avtrage, Green 
Rag reach you bi just 35 minutes?* 
How’s this for cost? Cover starts from 
only E29.5Q per annum. 

That’s faster and cheaper than the AA 
and RAC. They can’t beat us. So JoTn us. 




http://www.greenflag.co.uk . 

Upon racsipt or claim CIO cheque will bo i«&ued 
"Venlied from customer satisfaction questionnaire 


































The Thomson Travel Group. 
Britain's number one holiday company 

is about to be floated. 
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Forever 25 years, Thomson has been 
booking, arranging and providing 
holidays for the nation's holiday- 
makers. Last year, over four million 
UK customers went on our holidays 
in 40 countries worldwide. Indeed, 
on an average summer's day, some 
170,000 Britons are on a Thomson 
Travel Group holiday. And now the 
UK's number one is about to launch 
a share offer. 

tTHE NUMBER ONE COMPANIES THAT 
MAKE US NUMBER ONE. 

• Thomson Holidays . Britain's No 1 
package holiday company, providing 
more air-inclusive holidays from 
the UK than anyone else. 

• Lunn Poly . Britain's No 1 retailer of 
overseas air-inclusive holidays. 

• Britannia Airways. Britain's Nol char- 
ter airline with the largest charter 
fleet 

• Holiday Cottages Group . Britain's Nol 
arranger of holiday cottage lettings 
in the UK. 

;.'S“ * "o V ■ ■ . X ■-'• ■••••••• ’■ . 

Additionally the Group, through 
Thomson International , owns leading v 
holiday operators in the Republic of 
Ireland; Sweden, Denmark, Norway 
and Finland. 
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If you tell your 

girlfriend, 
will she think 
;■ less of you? 


SOMETIMES 
IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DONT LIKE. 
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When you have a problem, it’s the most 
natural thing in the world to want to talk it 
through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates another 
problem: who’s the best person to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close friend. 
But let’s face it, we don’t always choose our 
friends for their amazing powers of tact, diplo- 
macy and discretion. Tell one person, and you 
may end up telling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able to talk to 
someone in your family. Then again, you may be one 
of the large number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly embarrassing. 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can, great. 
But sometimes we don’t want to expose our 
weaknesses to those who fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is the very 
problem you want to discuss. 


That’s where The Samaritans can be useful. 
We’re more discreet than your best mate, 
we’ll listen as carefully as your girlfriend or 
boyfriend, and we’re as sympathetic as your 
family. We’re also non-judgemental, unshockable, 
and extremely experienced. 

Our national number is 0345 90 90 90, and 
you can e-mail us on jo@samaritans.org or visit 
our homepage at www.samaritans.org. We’re 
available 24 hours a day, every day of the year. 

And you don’t have to be climbing up the 
wails before you call us - any kind of problem, big 
or small, is a good enough reason to pick up the 
phone. 

Call now. You’ll find we’re remarkably easy 
to talk to. 

The Samaritans 
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The deck is stacked against us 



casinos 




fr L *w«hc Jury 

CASINOS - dealt an-unwel- 
oome hand in the Budget- are 
fighting backand demandmcns- 

fo™°fthe3a.y^S^ ng 

Reeling under a surprise 
Hike m gambling duty, the casi- 
nos said the increase conld 
force gambling underground. 

On Monday they w£U call for 
the regula dons which have 
rigidly governed their industry 
for 30 years to be updated. 

The main irritation for the 
casino operators is rules on 
the max imum number of gam- 
ing machines permitted in any 
club. The number was increased 
from three to six in 1996. 

But most casinos in Europe 


The chips are down? 


■ There are 116 casinos in the 
UK induing 2! in London. 

■ The industry rs worth 
more than £23 bn a year. 

■ It will pay more than 
£IOQm a year gaming duty 
following Tuesday’s increase. 

■ Nearly II million p>eople a 
year go to a casino. 

■ The average spend outside 
London is £20. in London, 
there are a handful of people 
who will spend hundreds of 
thousands. 

■ Outside London. 65 per 
cent of players are men and 
35 per cent women. 

■ Until last year, you could 
gamble until the early hours 
but drinking had to stop at 
normal pub dosing time. 


1968 when the Gaming Act 
wasrushed through Ifexliaiseiit 

to regulate a iapkflyiTKTcasmg 
nu m ber of dubs^ . . 

The British Casino Assod- 
alkmwffl argue on Monday that 
things have changed since the 
year of the Paris riots arid as- 
s a s-anafio u s of Robert Kennedy 
and Mart® lother Krug. 

A spokesman said: “The 
world has moved on, but casino 
legislation is stuck in a Sadies 
timewarp. 

“The casino industry values 
sensible regulation for the ben- 
efit of the industry aod its cus- 
tomers, but an act which was 
conceived in the Sixties is out 
of step with modem society." 

Mike Allison, a casino con- 
sultant, sai± “Since 1968, caa- 
nos have developed worldwide. 
Nearly everybody who has 
looked at British legislation has 
said ifS really not appropriate 
for the late 20th century. 

“In the provinces, the aver- 
age spend on the gaming tahlre 
per person per visit is in the re- 
gion of £20. Thai's the cost of 
theatre tickets and a bag of 
chips. It's now a low-cast main- 
stream entertainment. 

“At the moment, overseas 
visitors laugh at ns. Ifs quite em- 
barrassing. 

Legislation was being pre- 
pared by the last government 


have be tween 100 and 500, and 
the large Las Vegas venues as 
many as 5,000. As much as 
three-quarters of revenue can 
come from the machines. 

'% Other problems they rite 
include the ban on advertising 
of any sort and the requirement 
that members should register in 
person 24 hours in advance of 
being allowed to play. 

The casinos want to be able 
to place limited advertising in 
local newspapers and would-be 
members to be able to apply by 
post and then bring identifica- 
tion to the casino for confir- 
mation. Membership of one 
casino should entitle the use of 
,T| another one in the same group, 
the casinos say. 

The proposals have the 
backing among others, the 
British Tburist Authority, which 
would like to include details of 
casinos in its guides. 

Hie rules bn gambling have 
been virtually unchanged since 


but was lest with the election 
and the new Labour govern- 
ment has shown no great will- 
ingness to push it forward. 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said: “Certainly the 
present legislation is old and 
quite complicated, but over- 
hauling it will require a com- 
prehensive review.” She said 
the Gaining Board, which 
keeps watch on the industry, 
thought the law should be 
looked ax. 

The industry's long-running 
gripes were compounded on 
Tbesday when Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, announced that 
the top rate of duty payable on 
casinos’ gmss gaming yield— t he 
amount left over after gamblers' 
winnings - would rise to 40 per 
cent from 33 5 per emit from 1 
April, generating an addition- 
al £20m for the Treasury. 

Alan Goodenough, chief ex- 
ecutive of London Clubs In- 
ternational, which attracts much 
of the lucrative business from 
overseas visitors, said if the 
measure had been in force last, 
year, it would have paid 60 per 
cent of the extra duty. 

“We shall be pressing as 
strongly as possible to persuade 
the Government that this is a 
mistake , and should be re- 
versed,” he said. 


Boy, 2, killed 
by reversing 
ice cream van 
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A TWO-YEAR-OLD boy has 
died after running out to greet 
an ice cream van and being 
knocked down as it reversed. 

Liam Fuller, from Coventry, 
West Midlands, heard the van’s 
jingle as he played with a foot- 
ball in a relative’s front garden 
on Thursday, opened the gate 
and ran into the road. 

He was taken to Coventry 
and ^rwickshire Hospital but 
died of head injuries shortly af- 
ter admission. 

Liam’s mother Michaela 
Fuller, 27, yesterday described 
the moment she beard he had 
been involved in an accident. 

“Someone told me he was in 
hospital and I just burst into 

tears,” she said. “He is my only 
son. 

“I got together his little py- 
jamas and took them to the 
emergency ward but it was all 

too late. . , _ 

“He was a cheeky bttle chap 
but so beautiful. My world has 
fallen apart-*’ 

Micbacla’s partner Jason 
King, 24, said: “We will mis him 

so much.” . _. _ 

Liam’s aunt. Miss Sheila 
King, said Liam was play^S 
football in another aunt’s front 
garden in the Wood Endarea 
of Coventry when he heard the 
ice cream van. 

“He kicked the football 
away, unlatched the gate and 
went to greet the van. 

“His aunt only let him out or 
4jer sight for a minute but when 
‘ she looked out she saw him ty- 
ing under the van. . 

“She blames herself- This is 

an absolute tragedy. 

Linda Taylor, 34, who was 


□ear the scene of the accident, 
said a crowd of children bad ntn 
towards the van as it ap- 
proached, and they had all 
wanted to be at the head of the 
queue. 

“The first thing I beard was 
someone shouting and I 
thought they were shouting at 
the children to calm down- 

“I came out of the house and 
I saw little Liam tying there. 

“I turned him on his side and 
felt his pulse and then put a 
towel over him to keep him 
warm." 

Ms Thylor said Li a m had 
been slaying with his aunt, Ker- 
ry Killer, and added: “Kerry was 
kne el in g- She was hystericaL just 
in floods of tears. She was des- 
perate for Liam to survive.” 
Mary King, 51, the boy’s 
grandmother, said Liam was a 
mischievous but lovely little 
boy who loved the Tfeletubbies. 
“He had Teletubbies bed- 



leieiuutnca •* - — 

lieve he’s been taken away from 
us." . 


Miss King said the child had 
been warned about running 

into the road Mien he heard ice 

cream vans coming- . 

“He just loved lollipops and 
ice creams so much and would 
jump for joy when he heard the 
ice cream jingle,” she said. 

. “We had told him before 
never to run into the road but 
this time he couldn't help him- 
self.” 

Wfest Midlands police are mr 


appealing for witnesses. 

The driver of the ice cream 
van has not been named- 



A number of 
grievances: 
Casinos want 
more gaming 
machines, 
permission to 
advertise and 
a relaxation of 
membership rules 



Completely crazy mortgage deals 

from those sensible people at Alliance & Leicester 


Phone us free on 

0800 412 214 

for more details or visit 
your nearest branch. ~ 


Up to £700 is just the beginning. Drop by for a quote and you could find yourself in our free 
prize draw. You may win one of: 

• 2 Home Makeovers each worth £15,000 

• Interest paid on 5 Mortgages for a year* 

• 500 free annual subscriptions to BBC Good Homes Magazine 

• HUrry! The first 10,000 quotes will receive a FREE copy of the premiere issue 


Don't believe us? just ask. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


•Based on an Merest only mortgage of £40.000 at oar basic variable rate, currently &7046 as at 27 February 1998. The maximum value is £5,220 and it is not subject to rate change. To qualify you must be an existing mortgage 

customer of Affiance ft Leicester p k. Of receive a mortgage offer by 31st August 1998. Mortgages are only available to new customers or existing borrowers moving home- Your home is security lor the loan and must be adequately insured. 
Loans are subject to status and -valuation and are only ratable to people aged 18 or over. Written q uo t ati ons available on request. Cashbacks are payable on completion of your mortgage. Where applicable, the valuation refund is limited 
to the value of our Option 1 Valuation and Is payable on completion of your mortgage. To qua Sly for a valuation refund. Alliance ft Leicester must choose and instruct the valuer (procedure* differ in Scotland}. The valuation refund offer 
cannot be vv * in conjunction with any other valuation refund offers. Customers choosing a mortgage which contains an element of cashback wIB not be eligible for the additional £250 cashback. Full details about our range at mortgages, 
any promotional offers, the fees and charges mentioned above and any condtions/restrictlons which apply are ratable at your local branch. For security and training purposes al telephone calls between you and Affiance & L fficesttf Or its 
subsidiaries may be recorded/monitored. Alliance 6 Leicester pic. Customer Services Centre, Narborough, Leicester LE9 SXX. Alliance ft Leicester Marketing Group, consisting of Affiance ft Leicester pic and Alliance ft Leicester Life Assurance 
Compmy Limited, which are regulated by the Personal investment Authority, and Affiance fit Leicester Unit That Managers Limited, which ore regulated by IMRO, only sells its own We assurance, pensions. Unit That and PEP products. 
Alliance & Leicester pic. Registered Office; 49 Park Lane, London W174EQ. Company No: 326371 3. Registered in England. Authorised as a Bank pursuant to the Banking Act 1987. Member of the British Bankers Association. February 1998. 
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Hague burns 
bridges in tirade 
against euro 







By Anthony Bevins 

Rafttica! Editor 

WILLIAM HAGUE yet again 
hardened his opposition to a 
European single currency, sug- 
gesting that Britain's econom- 
ic cycle might “never" get into 
gear with the rest of Europe. 

But in a speech that drew 
upon every conceivable argu- 
ment against the currency, the 
Conservative leader also warned 
that the euro could whip up the 
same kind of “full-blown bank- 
ing and financial crisis" that had 
hit South East Asia. 

"Don't let anyone tell you 
that it couldn't happen here." 
Mr Hague told a conference of 
the Federation of Small Busi- 
nesses at Kenilworth, War- 
wickshire. "Few people foresaw 
the collapse of the Asian tigers-" 

Mr Hague also gave notice 
that the Conservatives will op- 
pose the Working Families Thx 
Credit, which is deigned to ease 
the poverty and unemployment 
traps, and provide help for 
parents with childcare costs, 
when it is fullv introduced in 
April 2000. 

The credit offers working 
famili es a guaranteed income of 
at least £180 a week, with full- 
time earnings of £100. and will 
ensure that families earning 
less than £220 a week - half the 
average male earnings- will pay 
no income tax. 

But it was the section of his 
speech on the single currency 
that will cause the greatest ten- 


sions within his own party, with 
pro-Europeans fearing yet 
more Tbry warfare on the eve 
of next year’s European par- 
liamentary elections. 

Mr Hague repeated the for- 
mula that the Tories would op- 
pose joining the single currency 
before and at the next election 
- an effective ten-year embar- 
go - but he went on to suggest 
such strenuous hostility that 
he appeared to be burning all 
bridges. 

Opening the euro section of 
his speech with an attack on the 
policies of both Margaret 
Thatcher and John Major, he 
said: “The best policy for small 
business is a sound policy for the 
economy that avoids unsus- 
tainable booms, which in- 
evitably cause deep recession. 
There is no question that the 
last Government got it wrong in 
the late- 1980s and earty- 1990s," 

With Nigel Lawson as Chan- 
cellor, they had shadowed the 
German mark; with Mr Major, 
they had joined the Exchange 
Rate Mechanism. 

“Never again do I want to 
apologise for failing businesses, 
high interest rates and soaring 
unemployment because we 
joined a European political 
project when the time was not 
right,” Mr. Hague said. 

As for the question of 
whether it would ever be right 
for Britain to join the single cur- 
rency - “the ERM set in stone", 
with no escape route - Mr 
Hague again suggested the 


word “never”. He said that far j 
and away the most important 
condition of suitability for 
entry was “that our economic 
cycle should be the same as Eu- 
rope’s. This has not happened 
in the last 25 years. It is quite 
possible that it never wiD ... 

“But unless it is met, the 
euro could lead to huge booms 
and deep recession. For us in 
Britain it could make the ERM 
look like economic bliss because 
the euro could lead to pro- 
longed and deep recession with 
no exiL” 

He said the fundamental 
weakness of the euro was that 
it had a one-size interest rate, 
that could not be varied to suit 
the different conditions of dif- 
ferent member states. 

“The same interest rate 
needed to coax Germany and 
Fiance out of recession is the in- 
terest rate to curb a boom else- 
where. With the euro, the only 
option left to rein in a runaway 
economy is massive tax in- 
creases. 

“If Britain joined a single 
currency, huge tax increases 
might be required at some 
point to stop the economy spin- 
ning out of control,'' he said 

And in a dear lock on bis 
own future room for manoeu- 
vre, Mr Hague added: “It is ex- 
traordinary that given Britain’s 
uniformly unhappy experience 
of fixed exchange rates, that the 
Government now wants to join 
the most extreme form of fixed 
exchange rate ever invented.'’ 



Moving on: Tony Blair (left) and the German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, after their meeting in Bonn yesterday 


Blair beams in on German poll 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bonn 

“We haven't got a Tbny Blair," 
growled Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl casting a furtive glan ce at 
the Prime Minister sitting next 
to him. Germany did not have 
foreign investments either, Mr 
Kohl admitted before pro- 
ceeding to lavish praise on the 
economic policies of his guest. 

Throughout the press con- 
ference, he barely managed a 
smile. This was dearly a diffi- 
cult day for the Chancellor, 
inviting as it did unfavourable 
comparisons between hims elf 
and his challenger, Gerhard 


SchrtSder, who is certainly not 
offended by being cast in the 
Blairite mould “With our very 
high taxes we are frightening 
away foreign investors,” said Mr 
Kohl as if forgetting he has 
been in charge of tax affairs for 
15 years. But if he was trying to 
make an electoral point, he 
missed the opportunity. 

The only meeting the Ger- 
man media cared about was that 
between Mr Blair and his Ger- 
man imitator. However hard the 
British camp tried to stay out of 
the election battle. Mr Schroder 
suckered them into it Hearing 
of the visit, the Chancellor’s 
challenger in this year’s. eleo 
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'2002 and 2005 

♦ These are all limited. . 
offers so apply now 
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tions invited himself and col- 
leagues for a meeting and the 
inevitable photo-op. On the 
stairs of the British ambas- 
sador's residence, Mr Schrdder 
proved he could grin with the 
best Thus, unlike his rival he 
turned the mini-event into an 
important stage on the cam- 
paign trail. Mr Blair, he said 
with a broad smile, was “an un- 
usually nice man. I have rarely 
met a person who can speak 
with such authority on social 
and economic affaire." 

The two had “thorough dis- 
cussions” about British ideas for 
reducing unemployment, and 
Mr Schroder’s recipe for clos- 


er ties with business. “We both 
agree it makes more seise to fi- 
nance work than unemploy- 
ment,” Mr Schrddec added. 

Whether any such agree- 
ment was reached, the other 
side would not say. But on a vis- 
it evidently short of content, Mr 
Schrader’s embrace of the 
Briton be hopes to emulate will 
be foe enduring image- 

Mr Blair was in Bonn for a 
day to discuss the most burning 
European issues, and appears 
to have made little progress. 
The British presidency, he said, 
would play a “a fuDy construc- 
tive part in l aunching the euro. 
Our position is open,” he said. 



Photograph: Michael Jung 


and this “allows us to chair dis- 
cussions in an impartial way” . 

One of the main outstand- 
ing questions is who should 
run the European Central 
Bank. 

The job is up for grabs be- 
tween Wim Duisenbcrg. the 
Dutchman favoured by Ger- 
many, and France's Jean- 
Claudc Trichet. Mr Blair is 
trying to broker a deal, so far 
without any apparent success. “1 
am quite optimistic that we'll 
find a positive solution," was all 
Mr Kohl would say yesterday. 
Next week the Prime Minister 
flies to Paris laden with German 
optimism and little else. 


Praise for Budget ‘masterstroke’ 


By Anthony Bevins 

FbKtkaJ Editor 

HERR BLAIR mania has hit 
Germany, according to the 
Whitehall machine, which yes- 
terday issued a Foreign Office 
telegram showing enthusiastic 
German press reaction to the 
Budget 

But one of foe Prime Min- 
ister’s spokesmen then capped 
the diplomatic cable with news 
of the political programme to be 
put to foe German SPD’s par- 
ty conference, next month. 

According to Blair’s man in 
London, the programme in- 
cludes such plagiarist political 
giems as: “Our goal is a stake- 
holder society; calls for cuts in 
corporation tax, and increases 
in child benefit; welfare to 


work, with carrot-and-stick in- 
ducements to get people into 
jobs or training; and on law and 
order, the German equivalent 
ol “Tough on crime, tough on 
the causes of crime”. 

The “unclassified" FCO 
telegram on German press re- 
actions to the Budget could not 
have been more supportive, cit- 
ing strong praise in both foe 
heavyweight and popular press. 

It said that the popular Bild 
Zeitung had given the Budget a 
prominent factual article and 
the paper's main editorial, 
headlined “Great!”, said: 
“Britain was in the lead when 
industrialisation began. Ger- 
many took a hundred years to 
catch up. Now the British are 
dashing away again. Let’s hope 
we will not be left far behind.” 


The cable says: u Neue 
Ziuicher Zeitung [widely read 
in Germany] describes the bud- 
get as a ‘British masterstroke 
- which leaves little ground for 
opposition attacks’. Frankfurter 
Rundschau and the Suddeutche 
Zeitung [both leading liberal 
dailies] praise .in particular the 
measures which the Chancel- 
lor has taken to reform foe so- 
cial welfare state and 
encourage people to take low- 
paid jobs. 

The Bonn embassy also re- 
ports that Handeisblaa - foe “FT 
equivalent" -described the Bud- 
get as a complete success, say- 
ing in essence, “The reforms to 
the welfare state mark a dear 
break with Thatcherism, but the 
Budget is also enterprise-friend- 
ly- 
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Roddick sows seeds of dissent 


\ 




Prison officers at 
Scrubs accused of 
revenge threats 










* * . 




Seed capital: Anita Roddick, the Body Shop founder, who yesterday launched skin care products made from hemp 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Ely Jason Bemaxto 

I Cnme Corresponded* 

SEVERAL of the inmates who 
accused jail staff at W o r m wood 
Scrubs of brutal healings have 
been threatened by prison of- 
ficers in the past few days, it was 
claimed yesterday. 

The number of former and 
serving prisoners who have 
complained of systematic vio- 
lence against them has also 
doubled to more than 20. and 
the names of a further dozen 
have been given to solicitors. 
About 20 named prison officers 
have been accused of attacks 
and racist abuse. 

The law firm which pre- 
sented a dossier of complaints 
that provoked an official inquiry 
into the allegations said yes- 
terday that some of the in- 
mates still at the west London 
jail had told them that prison 
staff were intimidating them. 

A spokeswoman for the so- 
licitors Hickman and Rose said: 
"They are veiled threats, they 
are not being blatant and say- 
ing inmates will be beaten. Fin- 
gers are being pointed at our 
clients for completing the 
dossier.” 

She added: "We are con- 


cerned because il is very easy for 
prison officers to discover who 
has made the complaints 
against them.'* 

Nick Flynn, deputy director 
of the Prison Reform This!, the 
penal reform group, which has 
betm working with the law firm, 
said: “Some of the prisoners in- 
volved have not been moved 
from the Scrubs and wc arc con- 
cerned that they arc being in- 
timidated.” 

Mr Flynn argued that a full 
judicial inquiry* should be held 
into the allegations and the 
failure lo uphold any com- 
plaints against officers. 

He said: “Fingers need to be 
pointed at the internal work of 
the complaints system and the 
work of the Board of Visitors. 

“1 think it's a failure of the 
internal watchdog and moni- 
toring system if allegations have 
been made for several years and 
prisoners have been walking 
round with visible signs of abuse 
and black prisoners have been 
victims of abuse, it's a huge in- 
dictment of the complaints and 
monitoring system. 

“Because the entire system 
has failed so badly there's a 
good argument that this should 
go to a judicial inquiry.” 


Mr Flynn added that accused 
officers should either be sus- 
pended or moved from the jail 
during the inquiry*. 

The new allegations of in- 
timidation came as Peter Ather- 
ton, a former governor of 
maximum-security Long Lanin 
jai! in Worcestershire, was 
named as the man in charge of 
the Prison Service inquiry into 
the Wormwood Scrubs allega- 
tions. 

The inquiry team is expect- 
ed to produce an interim report 
by the end of the month. 

Fresh ammunition to sup- 
port the prisoners’ allegations 
was provided on Thursday 
when the jail's Board of Venture 
published its annual report 
highlighting concerns about re- 
ports of brutal treatment being 
meied out to inmates. 

The union representing 
prison officers has attacked the 
way the inquiry b proceeding ar- 
guing th.n so far no evidence bias 
been produced to back up the 
allegations. 

They are also concerned 
that prisoners who bear officers 
a grudge will use the current 
controversy to make false ac- 
cusations with the hope of gain- 
ing compensation. 


By Kate Wafson-Smyth 

THE Body Shop yesterday 
launched a new range of prod- 
ucts made from Cannabis Sali- 
va , or industrial hemp, and 
immediately came under attack 
from the campaigners who em- 
barrassed McDonald’s last year 
hi England's longest libel case. 

Dave Morris, one of the 
“McLibeT two. will today lead 
a picket on the Body Shop's Ox- 
ford Street store in London, 
handing out leaflets accusing 
Anita Roddick’s shops of dam- 
aging the-envnonment and the 
world’s poor, despite the com- 
pany’s claims to the contrary. 

He and other members of 
the London Greenpeace anar- 
chist group, an independent 
organisation not connected with 
the international environmen- 
tal campaign, claim that Body 
Shop is an example of “green 
consumerism’' which is no bet- 
ter than other consumerism. 

The leaflet, headed “What’s 
wrong with the Body Shop”, says: 
The world’s problems will only 
be tackled by curbing such con- 
sumerism - one of the funda- 
mental causes of world poverty, 
environmental destruction and 


raai 


social alienation.” It also airs crit- 
icisms about the “naturalness’' 
of Body Shop products, its ani- 
mal testing policy and its atti- 
tudes tO trade wntnre; 

A spokeswoman yesterday 
dismissed the accusations, which 
she said were first made four 
years ago and had already been 
rebutted. “While we are not the 
perfect company, we don’t test 
on animals, we do trade benefi- 
riafly with indigenous peoples, 
we act to limit environmental 
impact and we respect the hu- 
man rights of our staff/” she said. 

Earlier, Ms Roddick, the 
founder of die company, was ac- 
cused of “making a joke of drug- . 
taking" as she handed out 
cannabis seeds to launch the 
new range of moisturising prod- 
ucts made from hemp.' 

Ann Widdecoinbe, a for- 
mer Home Office minister, said 
Ms Roddick was being “whol- 
ly irresponsible’’ by introducing 
the products because they axe 
made from die Cannabis Sati- 
va plant 

In reply, Ms Roddick said: 
“With all the current problems 
our farmers face Td expect pch 
litical leaders like you to support 
hemp-growing.” 


Ms Roddick handed out the 
seeds but warned that anyone 
planting them would be break- 
ing the law and could be ar- 
rested. Il can be grown only with 
a. licence from the Home Office. 

The industrial hemp plant 
contains only a fraction ofTHC, 
the psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana, but the two plants 
are from the .same famil y and 
growing hemp could lead to 
proseention under the 1971 
Misuse of Drugs Act. 

However, the seed packets 
ccane with the warning: “Do not 
attempt to use the plant as a ; 
narcotic. You would ndsd to 
smoke a jointthe size ofa tele- 
graph pole to get high.” 

• Hemp was one of the most 
environmentally friendly, easi- 
ly grown and versatile natural 
products, Ms Roddick said, but 
it had been the subject of a 
smear campaign because of its 
association with the drugs cul- 
ture: “Ignorance confuses hemp 
with marijuana, a member of 
the same plant genus.” 

She added that she would be 
backing British growers for 
more freedom to cultivate the 
product and for more European 
subsidy. 
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Car crash left salesman ‘too nice* to do the job 


A SALESMAN’S damages 
award was more than doubled 
to £320,000 yesterday because 
although a road accident made 
him ‘'a better person", he last 
the aggression necessary for 
his job. 

Charles Cornell suffered se- 
rious brain injuries in the acci- 
dent on the Mil in Essex in 
1991 which left him “a more 


pleasant personality", said Lord 
justice Stuart Smith in the 
Court of Appeal. 

But although friends and 

relatives thought the change was 

“for the better”, his “less ag- 
gressive" manner robbed him of 
frig thrusting nature and he was 
described as “unemployable" in 
a “reputable sales force”. 

He had been awarded 


£156,143 damages by a High 
Court judge in January 1996 , 

But because the defendant 
had paid £175,000 into court to 
settle the case, Mr Cornell 
would have ended with nothing 
because he faced paying all the 
legal bills under court rules. 

Three appeal judges in- 
creased his award after finding 
that he should have been given 


£220,000 for future loss of 
earnings which took in to ac- 
count the problems he faced in 
finding jobs. 

The judges had heard that a 
clinical psychologist, Dr Gra- 
ham PowelL, wbo examined Mr 
Cornell, of south-west Lon- 
don. found that he was now only 

capable of “muddling through 
life" and his future employment 


prospects were "very uncertain 
indeed". 

Mr Cornell 31, was injured 
when a car being driven by his 
insurance business partner, 
Robert Green, left the motor- 
way and ploughed into a field. 

He suffered multiple in- 
juries, including damage to the 
frontal lobes of his brain which 
impaired his IQ, caused inter- 


mittent memory loss and low- 
ered bis ability to concentrate. 

The judges cut his award for 
i njur y, pain and suffering from 
£87,500 to £60,000, but in- 
creased the £30,000 he was 
awarded for future loss of earn- 
lags. 

Lord Justice Stuart Smith 
said Mr Cornell - an Old Har- 
rovian who gained two A4evels 


when he was 16 - had been de- 
scribed as “bumping along at 
thehottom of the market” since 
the accident and was now un- 
em ployed- 

He had lost the aggression,, 
concentration and thrusting na- 
ture necessary for a successful 
Insurance salesman and could 
no longer compete in the mar- 
ket place. His skills had been 


lost at the outsei of a career 
vhich had looked bright He had 

been voted one of the naosl suc- 
cessful salesmen in the insiuance 

market with “flair, stamina and 
a capacity for hard work". 

The judge said the accident 

had taken away his “competitive 

edge" and he often fell asleep 
in the afternoons - a situation 
“few employers would tolerate’. 
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‘Star’ row threatens 
endangered species 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


FIRST it was called the Daily 

Worker, then the Morning Star 
and now it has re-emerged, if 
briefly, as The Workers’ Mom- 
mg Star. Yesterday striking jour- 
nalists at the paper made an 
uncomradety two-fingered ges- 
ture at their management by 
publishing a samizdat version. 

The Morning Star proper 
has been off the streets for three 
weeks because of a walkout over 
the suspension and subsequent 
dismissal of John Haylett, the 
editor. Strikers have published 
two other small A3 substitutes 
for the Star but yesterday they 
produced an eight-page tabloid 
version. Habitual readers will 
find it ironic that staff intro- 
duced the adjective “Workers” 
into the masthead, given that 
the Starves always supposed to 
have been produced far the pro- 


letariat by the proletariat The 
stoppage threatens the very ex- 
istence of the last Communist 
daily in the F.n gli«h - spd».alcing 
world. Managers and repre- 
sentatives of the National 
Union of Journalists met yes- 
terday at the Acas conciliation 
service to try to resolve the dis- 
pute. Last weekend Mr Haylett 
appealed to the paper's man- 
agement committee, but his at- 
tempt to win reinstatement 
failed. 

But the Stars controlling 
committee put him back on the 
payroll which means be will be 
drawing £1(1500 a year, the sum 
paid to aD staff members. Thlks 
yesterday were aimed at draw- 
ing up the terms of reference of 
a special appeals committee 
and deciding who should sit on 
it- Mr Haylett has been accused 
of “gross industrial miscon- 
duct", partly for unauthorised 
use of the office computer sys- 


tem. NUJ members say Ute 
charge is “trumped up" and ac- 
cuse Mary Rosser, chief exec- 
utive, of nepotism for 
promoting her son-in-law from 
deputy editor to editor in place 
of Mr Haylett. 

The conflict began because 
of dash of personalities but is 
in danger of escalating into the 
kind of vicious political war 
beloved of the left. Manage- 
ment accuses strikers of cotying 
up to Arthur Scargjll and his So- 
cialist Labour Party, while in re- 
ply, journalists are levelling an 
allegation which for a Com- 
munist is the final insult. Pick- 
ets which attend daily outside 
the Star's offices in Hackney, 
east London, say their bosses 
are becoming too friendly with 
the Socialist Action group, an 
. organisation associated with 
frotsky, or the Great Beelzebub 
as he is known to orthodox 
Mamst-Leninists. 


Stardust memories: NGC7027 in its death throes; pictured by the Hubble space t el e s cope' - Photograph: Nasa 


Dying star 
provides 
nursery for 
new suns 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


THE DEATH of our Sun is proba- 
bly going to look like this, five bil- 
lion years or so from now: the 
moment when the hydrogen and he- 
lium from its core are thrown off into 

interstellar space, where they can 
create a new generation of stars. 

This picture, captured by the 
Hubble space telescope, is actually 
of a star called NGC7027, which is 
3,000 fight-years away in the direc- 
tion of the constellation Cygnus. It 
is in the stage known as a “planetary 
nebula" - because viewed by small 
telescopes, such cosmic explosions 
looked like the disc of a planet. 

When a star starts to die, the nu- 
dear fuel at its heart runs out and a 
very dense, cool shell of hydrogen 
'molecules is deposited around the 
star, far into space. The human eye 

cannot see tins sheD, but HubMe's in- 
frared camera can. fri the picture, the 

actual star is the intense white dot, 
vriifie the shell of hydrogpn atoms ap- 
pears as the red wisps surrounding 
it; the white wisps are steQar du5. The 
actual distance between the star's sur- 
face and the shell is roughly 1-2 

fa flliO P Tnftej; 

In a period lasting about 1,000 
years, the molecular shell is atom- 
ized, and the resulting atoms are 
flung into space by a “solar wind" 
from the star. Meanwhile the mat- 
ter thrown off will form the most 
primitive buildin g Mocks for other 
stars, planets - and any life that may 
form on them. 
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Running battle over 
nuclear waste train 


By Imr* Kane* 

■ji Berm 


Sit-in: A protester surrounded fay police during a demonstration against a Crain carrying nuclear waste to Ahais, north Germany Photograph: AP 


A 3D,000> STRONG police 
force used water cannons to se* 
cure the route of a train carry- 
ing oudear waste wtaxii was due 
to arrive in the north-German 
town of Ahaus last night 

Protesters had chained them- 
selves to the tracks and one 
policeman died after being 
accidentally run over by a loco- 
motive as the annual confronla- 
tiun between emmranentalists 
and the nuclear indusuy ap- 
proached its climax. 

The train, carrying six con- 
tainers of spent nuclear fuel 
from power plants in southern 
Germany, had to thread its 
way past thousands of demon- 
strators. The destination of the 
300-mile journey was the stor- 
age site near Ahaus, a small 
Munstcrland market town near 
the Dutch border. 

Singing Sixties protest songs, 
protesters chained themselves 


to the tracks, undmrnined wads 

and occupied intersections. In 
some instances, police dragged 
them away one by one. In the 
centre of Ahaus, police used ba- 
tons to break up a smaller 
demonstration. 

‘It's just chaos,” said Andre 
Obcrmeier, a spokesman from 
Ahaus anti-nuclear group. “It 
just shows how pointless the 
shipment is, how unnecessary - 
they could have stored it in the 
power plants where it came 
from for years." 

Anti-nuclear groups esti- 
mated that about 5.000 pro- 
testers had pitched tents in the 
vicinity of Ahaus, considerably 
fewer than expected. The au- 
thorities had wrong-footed or- 
ganisers by setting the convoy off 
several days earlier than adver- 
tised. Thousands of environ- 
mentalists were racing across 
Germany yesterday to catch up. 

Wolfgang Clement, state 
premier-designate of North 
Rhine -Westphalia, the Social 


Democrat-controlled state in 
which Ahaus is located, called 
the shipments a provocation and 
“irresponsible madness". 

Activists say the waste con- 
tainers are not leakproof and 
the cargo could cause :ui en\ i- 
ronmental disaster. They com- 
plain that the waste will sit 
indefinitely at the temporary 
site, as Germany has no plans 
yet for permanent storage. 

Three previous nuclear 
waste transports since 1W, all 
to another temporary site in 
Gorkben. were hampered by 
fierce protests. 

The latest cargo was brought 
on separate trains from nuclear 
power plants in the southern 
towns of Gundremmingen and 
Nedcarwe&hcim for assembly at 
Whlheim. In Nccltaiwslheini. 
hundreds of demonstrators 
staged a sit-in on Thursday 
blocking the power-plant en- 
trance. ftdkw in run gear picked 
up the demonstrators and 
moved them away. 


■» 


Greek bad 
boys clean 
up their 

EU image 


By Rupert Cornwell 


A 14 PER GENT devaluation 
of the currency is perhaps an un- 
usual way of proving one’s cre- 
dentials. But by drastically 
lowering the parity of the drach- 
ma Iasi weekend and vowing the 
join the single currency by 2001, 
Greece is starting to shed its 
reputation as the European 
Union's problem child. 

Devaluation should place 
the previously overvalued 
drachma on an even keel far the 
required two-year participation 
in the exchange rate mecha n is m 
before membership of monetary 
union proper. And if the coun- 
try can weather an immediate 
upward blip in prices, it is on 
course to meet the Maastricht 
criteria, if not this year then in 
1999. Inflation is 4 per cent and 
falling, and the budget deficit is 
within hailing distance of the 
Maastricht ceiling of 3 per cent. 

The repercussions of the 
drachma's entry into the ERM 
are undear. In one sense, it fur- 
ther isolates Britain, along with 
Sweden and Norway, as grumpy 
Northern hold-outs against 
monetary union. But it is equal- 
ly possible that the presence of 
another devaluation-prone 
country in Emu may reinforce 
doubts in Germany and its tra- 
ditional hard-currency satel- 
lites about the wisdom of the 
enterprise. It is beyond argu- 
ment, however, that it under- 
lines the commitment to 
Europe of prime minister 
Costas Simitis, and his foreign 
minister, Theodore Pangalos. 

“Europe is the main focus of 
Greek foreign policy." Mr Pan- 
galos declared this week - an as- 
sertion that might sound 
strange to those schooled in the 
anti-European rhetoric of the 
former Socialist prime minister 
Andreas Papandreou, and the 


endless diplomatic warfar e with 
Turkey that has made most of 
Europe rue the day in 1981 when 
Greece joined the then EEC 
The obsession with TUrkey - 
on display again last weekend 
at Edinburgh when the- EU 
agreedacom a« » atjg ito 
tbs ope; 


Cyprus 

‘Tangaks is fine, very demand 
very European,” one of his col- 
leagues remarked privately. 
“Bui then Tnkey comes up. and 
it's like pressing a button.” 

Nothing grates more in 
Brussels than Greek use of its 
veto to advance the country’s 
cause against TUrkey; most late- 
ly its refusal to sanction a fi- 
nancial package for Ankara 
after the dispute over the 
Aegean island of Imia. The 
EC’s failure to honour that 
commitment, as well as the 
continuing refusal to admit 
Turkey for membership, are 
the prime reasons for today’s 
crisis between Ankara and the 
EU - a crisis into which it it has 
been in part dragged by Greek 
membership. 

But in other respects, 
Greece is a reformed creature. 
Emu entry is but the most vivid 
symbol of Mr Smntis’s deter- 
mination to modernise the 
economy, 60 per cent of winch 
is in state hands. And unlike Mr 
Papandreou, he no longer plays 
with fire in the Balkans. 

Athens has realised that 
with the break-up of the Sovi- 
et Union and the former Yu- 
goslavia, h has become a major 
regional economic power with 
a GDP larger than the other 
Balkan countries combined. 
Greece may import goods from 

the EU, but the Balkans and 

Eastern Europe are good export 

markets. “There are economic 
reasons for us to work foT 
peace ” Mr Pangalos said. 
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Castro grabs the 
cameras to show 
delight at US move 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in W&shmgion 


IN A remarkable turnaround for 
one of the most prickly foreign pol- 
icy relationships in the world, the 
Cuban leader, Fidel Castro, re- 
sponded immediately and with 
warmth to news from Washington 
that economic sanctions were to be 
eased. Even before the formal an- 
nouncement bad been made by the 
US Secretary of State, Madeleine Al- 
bright, yesterday, Mr Castro ap- 
peared before the cameras of the 
global news network. CNN, to de- 
scribe the changes as “really positive". 

US officials had let it be known 
the previous day that an announce- 
ment was imminent on a relaxation 
of policy towards Cuba. It was ex- 
pected to include the resumption of 
direct flights between the US and 
Cuba, on increase in the amount oF 
medicine and pharmaceutical sup-- 
plies provided to humanitarian or- 
ganisations in Cuba, and permission 
for Cuban exiles in the US to remit 
a limited amount of money - up to 
$ 1 .200 (£725) annually - to relatives 
in Cuba. 

In his response, Mr Castro said 
the changes would help improve re- 
lations between the US and Cuba 
and pledged Cuba would do its part 


to make things better. He stressed, 
though, that Havana would not 
abandon the one-party system, and 
said he wanted to see full details of 
the ann ouncement before giving a 
full assessment. 

Cuba’s foreign minister, Rober- 
to Robaina, who was in Geneva, ap- 
peared out of line with the new tone. 
He dismissed the US moves as 
“crumbs" and part of a political ma- 
noeuvre that Cuba could not accept 

Explaining the policy shift in ad- 
vance, US officials said the decision 
reflected broad consultation on 
Cuba policy -on the part of the US 
administration and the positive re- 
sults of the recent visit to Cuba by 
the Pope. They stressed that the pol- 
icy shift was in recognition of the 
greater "space" allowed to opponents 
of Fidel Castro's communist regime 
in the wake of the Pope's visit, and 
designed to assist people without as- 
sisting the regime. 

Their comments also made dear, 
however, that, while the economic 
embargo would remain in force, 
Washington was no longer aiming to 
use political and economic isolation 
to topple Mr Castro. This detail that 
may explain the Cuban leader’s pos- 
itive response. 

In cue respect, the policy changes 
return the situation to what it was two 


years ago, before Cuba shot down two 
small planes piloted by Cuban exiles. 
In others - the increase in medical 
supplies, and possible sales of food 
- they go further, and open the way 
for an eventual relaxation of the eco- 
nomic embargo. A softening of US 
policy also makes it less likely Wash- 
ington will apply the Helms-Burton 
law - which threatens sanctions 
against third countries and individ- 
uals that do business with Cuba. This 
would remove a source of tension in 
Washington’s relations with Euro- 
pean countries and Canada. 

Domestic reaction in the US was 
divided, illustrating the sensitivity of 
any change in US Cuba policy. The 
large and vocal Cuban exile com- 
munity in Florida was split between 
groups pleased that maintaining ties 
with relatives would be easier, and 
those objecting that the memory of 
the four dead pilots was being dis- 
honoared. 

There was strong opposition, 
too, from the chairman of the Sen- 
ate foreign relations committee, 
Jesse Helms, and two Cuban-born 
congressmen from Florida. Among- 
other things, they questioned 
whether Mr Clinton bad the au- 
thority to reinstate direct flights to 
Cuba, for instance, that had been leg- 
islated by Congress. 



Natalie Ungvari after te st ifying on Thursday about Monica Lewinsky's alleged affair with BiH Clinton Photograph: AP Phoco/Dennis Cook 
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Clinton holds back from 
rubbishing accusers 


By Mary Dejevsky 
Washington 


AS ALL Vfeshiugtoa anticipat- 
ed yesterday's opening of Pri- 
mary Cobun, the satirical film 
loosely biased on Bill C3intaafe 
campaign for the presidency, the. 
pace of the . real-life White 
House drama accelerated with 
the hnrimg of more accusations 
and tis? release of more docu- 
ments. Mr Clinton, however, 
unlike his cinematic counter- 
part, appeared wary of taking 
the gloves right off lest he dam- 
age his cause. 

While his defence lawyer in 
the sexual harassment suit 
brought by Paula Jones was set 
to publish papers in support of 
his argument that the case 
should be dropped for lack of 
evidence, the Write House was 
denying anything too sensitive 
or salacious would be pro- 
duced. It was denied that the 


lawyer, Robert Bennett, would 
disdbse details of Ms Jones's 
sexual history- a controversial 
move that risked undercutting 
Mr Clinton's' standing with 
women’s groups. 

The papers to be made pub- 
lic included transcripts of cross- 
examinations conducted by Mr 
Bennett last year on some of Mr 
Clinton's accusers, indhding 
Ms Jones herself, and Kathleen 
WIDey, die former White House 
volunteer who claimed cm tele- 
virion last Sunday that Mr Gin- 
ton had kissed and groped her. 
against her wflL Mr Bennett says 
the women's answers cast doubt 
on the truth of tbeir allegations. 

By making the material pub- 
lic, at the same time as submit- 
ting it to the judge, Mr Bennett 
deariy hoped to counter the im- 
pact on public opinion of Ms 
Willey’s television interview and 
of the 700 pages of documents 
made public a week before by 


Ms Jones's lawyers. The docu- 
ments included large sections of 
Ms Willey’s account other 1993 
encounter with Mr Clinton and 
passages from Mr Clinton's 
sworn testimony in the case. 

This reluctance on the part 
of the White House to exploit 
information at its disposal, may 
reflect a decision to hold back 
the most damaging . material 
until it is really tidededJ But It 
can also be traced back to last 
year, when Mr Bennett caused 
an outcry firom women's groups 
by saying that if women other 
than Paula Jones were called to 
testify about Mr Clinton's sex 
life, the private lives of Mr 
Clinton's accusers would be 
fair game. 

On Thursday, Natalie Ung- 
vari, a schoo [friend of Monica 
Lewinsky, testified to the grand 
jury investigating the White 
House sex scandals. She made 
no comment afterwards. 
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otting and the art of Impressionism 


has right 
in chaos 


John llicfifieW 
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Full steam: Honeft 1877 study of La Gare St Laxare - one of the paintings on show at the Musee cfOrsay 


Photograph: Bridgeman Art Library 
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I have been travelling by 
train a good deal recently, 
mostly by TGV£ but this 
week to Strasbourg on one of 
the last afthe French main lines 
yet to be replaced by purpose- 
built fast tracks. Th Britain, rail- 
ways have become a shrunken, 
scruffy and weed-infested af- 
fair. Returning to the great 
junction at Crewe is like visit- 
ing an (rid friend dying of same 
wasting disease. 

In Ranee, on the oldraain 
tines, nothing seems to have 
changed. Every small station 
still has a goods yard; evmy big 


statio n has a satisfying jumble 
of criss-crossing rails; in the 
depths of the countryside, 
smart-looking branch lines set 
off into the unknown. This is 
no illusion. The SNCF still 
has more than 20,000 miles of 
operating railways: a total 
rivalled only by the US, China 
and India. . 

Tbe price is, of course, mas- 
sive public subsidy. Passengers 
-and freight customers pay 
£35hn a year to use the SNCR 
the government gives the rail- 
ways another £8bn a year. The 
last government planned to 


change all that but then took 
fright. The question of rail re- 
form - ie massive cuts - is the- 
oretically still on the agenda. 
But the transport minister in 
the Jospin government is Jean- 
Qaude Gayssot, known to his 
friends as the "Comrade Min- 
ister”. He is a Communist, a 
former railwayman and a for- 
mer rail union official. No sud- 
den change is anticipated. 


W e have, literally, a 
running battle with 
the family who live in 
the flat below. They object to 


the sound of our children 
sprinting over the bare parquet 
floors. They have a fair point 
but not one they have ever put 
to us directly. All complaints 
are directed through the gar- 
dienne (concierge), a Bosnian 
Serb Jehovah's Witness given 
to wearing cerise sweat-shirts 
and purple trade-suit bottoms. 
We thought an uneasy truce 
bad been established until the 
other day, the gardienne ap- 
proached my wife and said: 
The people in the flat below 
were wondering when you will 
be buying a carpet." 


F rench doctors have a 
fundamental approach 
to medicine. The cure for 
almost everything, it seems, 
comes in the form of a sup- 
pository. 

The other day. my wife took 
Grace, five months old, to our 
doctor with a bad cough. He 
prescribed suppositories but 
added a lecture, with sketched 
diagram, on hew they should be 
applied. Contrary to common 
sense, it appears that tbe blunt 
end of the suppository should 
go in first. No wonder the 
French are hopeless at darts. 


By John LfchfMd 

in 


THEriglasideoftbelTendipo- 
Etkal spectrum was plunged into 
disarray yesterday. Leaders of the 
moderate right in five regions de- 
fied orders from their national 
headquarters and made tactical 
alliances with the ultra- right and 
xenophobic National Root to 
hold on to regional power. 

All five, ail members of the 
UDF centre-right grouping, in- 
cluding Charles Milion, (he for- 
mer defence minister, were 
immediately suspended ty the 
national leadership. At least 
two other regional leaders of the 
Right are expected to accept the 
backing of Jean- Marie Le Pen's 
party in delayed votes in their 
regkmal assemblies on Monday. 
The head of one of the more 
right-wing components of tbe 
UDF, Alain Madeira, was said 
to have congratulated one lead- 
ing rebel on his actions. 

The worst -possible scenario 
- a U-turn by the national lead- 
ership of the traditional right, 
reversing its moral and strate- 
gic rejection of deals with the 
Front - appeared to have been 
avoided. There was another 
shaft of light in the moral 
gloom. A UDF leader in 
Franchc-Gomte resigned the 
regional presidency on a point 
of principle because the NF re- 
gional councillors had voted for 
him. Overall, however, the 
Gaulfisl RPR and the UDF 
were left in confusion. Although 
no GauQist regional barons de- 
fied the party yesterday, at least 
two are expected to do so dn 
Monday. A former RPR gen- 
eral-secretaiy, Jcan-Franqois 
Maned, ejected by the party for 
demanding deals with the 


Front, predicted that the cen- 
tre-right of French polities 
would •'explode" next weak, 
with elements of the UDF and 
Gaullists forming a new party 
and others joining the Front. 

The Socialist former cul- 
ture minister, Jack Lang, spoke 
of a "black day for the Repub- 
lic ..." He accused the regional 
politicians who made deals with 
the Front of "reneging on 
promises to the people” and 
"slurping the vile soup offered 
by the -. neo-fusdsts". 

The crisis on the right follows 
regional elections last Sunday 
which produced Oronfused 
electoral pattern all over France. 
The Prime Minister. Lionel 
Jospin’s, Jcft-of-cenirc coalition 
topped the poll in 11 out of 21 
regions in France. Bui it won an 
outright majority in only one. 

In at least nine regions, the 
National Front was left bolding 
the of power. The na- 

tional leadership of the "tradi- 
linnaT, or respectable right, bmL 
pledged beforehand to malBeJs 
deals with the Fmnl and ro wr 
eept minority left-wing rughtyflik 
governments if necessary. 

Once the election results 
came in, local centre-right lead- 
ers nH over Ranee, desperate to 
cling on to regional power af- 
ter their defeat in national elec- 
tions last year, began to make 
secret or open deals with the NF. 
Despite warnings from the cen- 
tre-right national leadership, 
and from Jacques Chirac, the 
Gaullisl Resident of the Re- 
public, there was widespread 
revolution when regional as- 
semblies gathered to choose 
their presidents yesterday. 

A breaking of the mould of 
right-wit^pditicsinfiarireisnew - 
possible, with dangerous impli- 
cations far French democracy. 
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Horror hotel has vacancy 
for a demolition man 


By PhU Reeves 

m Moscow 


CAN THERE be another 
building on the planet which is 
both as monstrously ugly and as 
unhappily located? For 31 
years, the Rossiya Hotel has 
kept intact its reputation as one 
of the world's eyesores, a blot 
on a Moscow landscape that in- 
cludes such pearls as the Krem- 
lin, Red Square and Si Basil's 
Cathedral. But that bad name 
may be on the way oul 

So monolithic are the vital 
statistics cif this soulless block 
of glass and concrete (hat it for 
years made the record books. 

The Rossiya was built by the 
Soviets as the biggest hotel on 
earth, a boast it can no longer up- 
hold. It has 3,071 rooms for 5,000 
guests and the corridors are of 
such endless-seeming lengths 
that Russians jokingly advise 
visitors to arrive with a compass. 

History has not been kind. A 
fire in 1977 which killed 42 peo- 
ple did not dose it. Nor did a 
plague of rats and cockroaches 



Bloc on the landscapes Hotel Rossiya, Moscow 


in 1994. Nor did the murder in 
January of its director, Yevgeny 
Tsimbalistov, who was shot in 
whac appeared to be a Mafia con- 
tract killing. He was the fourth 
hotel executive to be murdered 
in Moscow in 18 months. 

Small wonder that new in- 
vestors are not always clam- 
ouring at the door. But now 
claims are circulating in the cap- 
ital about plans for the hotel, 
which stands only 200 metres 
from the Kremlin walls. 

Just over a year ago, the city 
announced a scheme to let it to 
the New York property tycoon 


Donald Trump for modernisa- 
tion. So far that has not mate- 
rialised. Moscow’s city architect, 
Alexander Kuzmin, has dis- 
paragingly described the $85 
(£51) a night hotel ($50 for Rus- 
sians) as a ‘'hostel" - a reflec- 
tion on its decline from one of 
the USSR’s best establishments 
into seediness. 

Plans have been mooted to 
refurbish it, divide it into (bar 
separate hotels, and to lower its 
highest points, which rise to 12 
storeys, obstructing views to 
the Kremlin. In fact, according 
to the hotel's spokesman, no 


fewer than 120 proposals of var- 
ious forms have been made. 
“These are being examined," he 
said. Equally cagey was the 
Moscow Association of Ho- 
tels. “This is not a simple 
process. There is an officially 
adopted concept about the de- 
velopment and reconstruction 
of the hotel which is signed by 
the Prime Minister [Viktor 
Chernomyrdin]. The hotel is 
supposed to be divided into 
smaller hotels," captained its 
spokesman, Anatoly Buligin. 

But “official concepts" have ‘ 
a way of being ignored in Rus- 
sia. Kommersant newspaper re- 
cently reported that the search 
was on for an investor willing to 
demolish it and build something 
more appropriate in its place. 
The newspaper published a 
front page photograph which 
“disappeared" the hotel The re- 
sulting cityscape was greatly 
improved. 

Bringing the place down is 
the difficult bit; building some- 
thing better, given the ugliness 
of the place, should be a doddle. 



Pride and prejudice: Serbs waving their national flag at a demonstration in D/akovica SO miles west of Pristina against 
demands by ethnic Albanians to secede Kosovo province from control by Belgrade Photograph: Dari© Vojinovic/AP 
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Department Manager - Gardening | 
B&Q OLD KENT ROAD, PECKHAM 





No love lost as 
Christians battle 
over cathedral 



McCulloch MT300X 
Petrol Grass Trimmer 
Lightweight 32cc engine featuring 
electronic Ignition, 
primer pumps 
and dual nylon 
line cutters. 


Flymo Power Compact 400 
Rotary Mower 

161ns cutting width, 1600 
watts, 6 cutting heights. 
Integral blade brake 
ana 20 m cable. 



McCulloch Hornet Ride-On Mower 

Ideal for the home garden. With 
Briggs & Stratton Diamond 
engine T90cc/6hp. 
Fully assembled, 
oiled and 
battery charged 
With 170 Btre 
capacity grass 
collector, 65cm 
cutting width, 
blade brake 
and rear wheel drive. 
Features; 

Overall width of 72cm 
makes it suitable for tight access 
Transaxle drive 
Three forward 
speeds and reverse 


£899 




BLACK ROBES swishing, 
thousands of Orthodox priests 
silently marched in a show of 
strength through the Trantyl- 
vanian dty of Cluj yesterday, 
where a week ago Orthodox and 
Eastern Rite Catholics ex- 
changed fisticuffs in a contest- 
ed cathedral. 

Are you Orthodox? If so, 
come with us," an Orthodox 
priest called out to one of the 
1,000 bystanders who had gath- 
ered m the coitre of the city, 203 
miles north-west of the Ro- 
manian capital Bucharest. 

The Orthodox priests had 
come from all over Transylva- 
nia for the silent march. Many 
of them did not make the sign 
exos in front of the cathe- 
dral, which one week ago was 
handed back to Eastern Rite 
Catholics after 50 years. 

Orthodox faithful custom- 
arily cross themselves in front 
of any Christian church. 

Eastern Rite Catholics who 
held a service yesterday shut the 
cathedral's front doors and said 
they would not allow any Or- 
thodox inside. They used loud- 
speakers to broadcast the 
service into the street 


The tension between the 
two religious communities dates 
back to the enc of the Second 
World War, when Romanian ^ 
Communists suppressed Ro-^ 
manjan Christians who pro- 
fessed loyalty tothe Vatican and 
in some cases handed over 
their buildings to the Orthodox 
church hierarchy. 

The Catholics claim that the 
Orthodox priests colluded with 
Communist authorities. 

“You should be carrying 
Stalin's portrait" on old 
woman, who sud she was an 
Eastern Rite Catholic, called 
out to the Orttodox priests. _ 

Last week. Bo mania ns we re" 
shocked by seer es of Orthodox 
and Eastern Rite Catholics 
hurling the communion table 
and other holy objects around 
Cluj’s 16th-ceniuiy cathedral. 

Police yesterday maintained 
a low-key presence on the 
march. 

“1 don't understand these 
manifestations," said Arpad 
ftl, an ethnic Hungarian watch- 
ing the priests march. “Chris- 
tianity is a religion of love and 
we should love each other." 

— AP. Cluj 


Flymo Power 
Compact 330 
Rotary Mower 

13lns cutting width, 
1400 watts, 
6.cufting heights, 
Integral blade 
Brake and 


£ 128 ” 
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Flymo Electric 
Hedge Trimmer 
East-Trim 420 

WBb unique steering 
wheel action that can 
be used at any angle. . 
400 wafts, 42cm blade 
length, weight 2.5kg 
with 12m cable. 


ijesC? 
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Flymo Turbo Lite 330 
Bectric Hover Mower 

Lightweight 6.5kg, 13ins cutting 
width. 1150 watts, 4 cutting 
heights, Integral blade 
brake ana 15m cable. 
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On Thursday 26th March 1998 The Independent will 
be publishing an 8 page report in association with 
Wat0rAid about *• 'wues surrounding people’s 
access to dean water and effective sanitation in the 
developing world. 


WaterSM! 
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Annan steps 
warily into 
Middle East 
minefield 


By Robert Fisk 

in Beirut 


FIRST we had the Russians bring- 
ing peace to the Middle East in the 
shape of Victor Possouvaiiouk, spe- 
cial envoy to President Boris Yeltsin. 
He told us at the Lebanese foreign 
ministry that Moscow supported 
UN Security Council Resolution 
425, which calls on Israel to withdraw 
from Lebanon. Then came the hero 
of Har Homo, our own Robin Cook, 
who also supported 425, but noted 
that the Syrians would like Golan 
back at the same time as the Israelis 
I left Lebanon. Yesterday, tbesaviour 
‘ of Baghdad, the UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral, Kofi Annan, turned up to tell 
us how much he wanted to see 425 
implemented. Within 10 days, it will 
be the Iranian turn to tell us, in the 
same marble-corridored foyer of 
the Beirut foreign ministry, what a 
jolly good thing 425 is. 

Mr Annan - or Mr Kofi as the 
Lebanese like to call him - is no fool 
And while he would like UN reso- 
lutions implemented in the Middle 
East, he knows well that the Syrians 
are in no mood to see Israel pull out 
of Lebanon and thus lose the only 
military pressure they have on the Is- 
raelis: the guerrilla war in the south 
of the country. 

Besides, be realises the snake pit of 
double standards does not permit him 
Ip lecture the Israeli prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in the same way 
that BiD Clinton likes to threaten Sad- 
dam Hussein of Iraq. Israel ignores 
IJN resolutions and remains Ameri- 
ca's protege in the Middle East; Iraq 
ignores UN sanctions and gets regu- 
larly biffed for doing so. 

Mr An nan has, in fact, so well un- 
derstood the double standards of the 
area that he spoke with admiration 
of Washington's lamentable stew- 
ardship of the "peace process”. In 
Jordan, he gave US efforts his "full 
Jfipport”. In Beirut yesterday, while 
acknowledging that it had run into 


“a number of unforeseen [sic] diffi- 
culties”, he told us he hoped "that 
the efforts that the United States is 
making to push forward the peace 
process will succeed”. Which is odd, 
since American efforts to dig up the 
corpse of the Oslo agreement appear 
to involve little more than mild crit- 
icism of Israel's continued settle- 
ment-building, fierce Israeli-style 
demands for the Palestinians to sup- 
press "terrorism”, and a refused 
dinner date for Benjamin Netanyahu 
with President (Hinton (a discourtesy 
Mr Netanyahu extended to Mr Cook 
this week). 

But Mr Annan is, in reality, 
treading a very gentle path through 
the Middle East mine field. He can 
desire the implementation of UN Se- 
curity Council resolutions 242, 338 
and 425 on Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab (and -upon which the 
"peace process” is supposed to be 
founded - without condemning Is- 
rael for refusing to obey the UN. It 
was the American-sponsored Oslo 
agreement that offered the Pales- 
tinians a hope of a state - not the UN. 

"One thing you can say for An- 
nan is that he knows how to navi- 
gate,” one of his aides muttered to 
me amid those marble columns yes- 
terday. Indeed, Captain Kofi is not 
going to sail his boat into an iceberg. 
That will be left to Yasser Arafat and 
Mr Netanyahu and, possibly. Captain 
BiU Clinton himself. The UN Sec- 
retary-General’s trip around the 
Middle East was not a mission with 
a set of proposals, his men informed 
us. He wanted to learn, understand, 
to hear all sides. 

Twenty years ago, the Lebanese 
were demanding that the Israelis obey 
the UN resolution and withdraw. The 
Israelis refused. Now the Israelis say 
they want to withdraw, but the 
Lebanese - fearful of Syria’s anger 
if Golan was not returned at the same 
time - want conditions attached to 
425. No wonder Mr Annan wants the 
Americans to carry the can. 



Readring out: Aboriginal p erfor m er Djakapurra Munyarryun inside the *Sea of Hands* dspfety on Bondi Bearfi. The display 
-featuring 120,000 Matures- has travelled Australia as a symbol of support for Aborig ina l rights Photograph: Reuters 


Indian guru 
digs deep to 

find meaning of 
life and death 


By Peter Popharn 

in Delhi 


FIVE smouldering Bristol cig- 
arettes outside a mound plas- 
tered with cement, mark the 
spot where VQj j Bhagat 
breathed his last. 

On 3 March, on the bound- 
ary between two remote villages 
in Gujarat, northwest India, Mr 
Bhagat dimbed down into the 
hole he and his followers bad 
dug here and he satin medita- 
tion with a coconut balanced on 
his head. Then his wife and dis- 
ciples shovelled earth on him 
until he was buried alive. 

Overnight the spot became 
a place of pilgrimage: green 
flags honouring Mr Bhagatis pa- 
tron saint were raised and hun- 
dreds of people made the trek 
by bus and autorickshaw to 
worship at the grave. 

But there were dissenters. A 
local scientific association, the 
Saurashba Science Commit- 
tee, said the incident was “de- 
plorable, since it encourages 
superstition in a scientific age”. 
On Wednesday, some 80 vol- 
unteers from this and other ra- 
tionalist groups turned up at the 
grave, planning to dig up the 
body. They wanted, they said, 
to persuade Mr Bhagatis ad- 
mirers that hs sukide had been 
“a freak and an irresponsible ac- 
tion” to which no religious sig- 
nificance should be ascribed. 

There were 2,000 believers 
at the scene, however, who 
were in no mood to chop log- 
ic, and an ugly dash was avert- 
ed only when police waded in 
with bamboo staves. 

This comer of India has 
something of a name for mem- 
orable suicides. It was in neigh- 
bouring Rajasthan 1 1 years ago 
that a woman called Roop Kan- 
war shocked the nation by com- 
mitting suttee, allowing herself 
to be burned alive on her hus- 
band's funeral pyre. Suttee has 
long been illegal, but although 
the woman’s father-in-law and 


31 other people were charged 
with criminal offences, ah were 
acquitted after a 10-year delay. 

Three years ago, another 
mao in Gujarat is said to have 
performed an equally arresting 
act, "cutting off his head”, ac- 
costing to The Pioneer, “and of- 
fering it to the gods”. 

- An air of mystery surrounds 
the subject of the latest samad- 
hi , as such religiously motivat- 
ed acts 'of ter minal 
self-effacement are called. He 
arrived in Deri Pipaliya five 
years ago. people say. In his 
years ro the village, he did 
nothing but carry out U pujas ” - 
religious ceremonies - acquir- 
ing a circle of devotees as well 
as a wife and two sons. He was 
only 37 at the time of his death. 

Police, possibly goaded by 
the rationalists, have begun 
proceedings against Mr Bba- 
gat's widow. VimJaben, and 
five followers, for aiding and 
abetting suicide. Mrs Bhagat re- 
acted angrily. “Why are they do- 
ing this to us?” she told the 
Indian Express. "We didn't do 
anything. It was bis wish and the 
whole village accompanied him 
on his last journey. 

"We were there when it all 
happened - myself, our two 
sons. There were neariy 300 oth- 
ers.” She had learned of her hus- 
band's death-wish nearly three 
years ago. "He knew when he 
had to die. He used to say he 
would not live on this earth a 
moment longer than had been 
divinely ordained. T will know 
the time when I will be asked to 
leave this earthly vehicle.' he 
would say. On his last journey, 
people were singing. They bad 
come in lorries, on foot. We 
don't have any sadness or guilt 
in our hearts. We are happy.” 

Then she lit five more 
Bristols (the incense of choice 
in these parts) and sprayed the 
mound with room freshener. 
“Only Bristols and the most ex- 
pensive perfume are good 
euough,” she breathed piously. 



If you have a Student Loan and have left or 
wfll leave, higher education before 1st April 
1998 you need to take immediate action if you 
wish to defer your loan payments. 

Deferment is available if your gross income is 
£1,374 or less per month (equivalent to 
£16,488 per annum) but you must 
make an application. 

If you have received a deferment application 
form it is important you return it to us 
Immediately. If we do not receive this form 
we may begin taking repayments by direct 
debit from your bank account 

if you do not have a deferment form, or 
have any queries, please caB our hotline on 
0345 078 047, between 8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
Monday to Thursday, 8.00am to 5.30pm 
Friday or 9.00am to 1.00pm Saturday. 

Please remember to quote your loan accouit 

number. AH calls charged at local rates. 

Those currently in deferment, or who 
have a deferment application pending, 
or who are repaying, need not respond 
to this advertisement 
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The Student Luans Cranpaw « a non-departmental government wgarasation which administers the student loans scheme. 



You really can be confident in 

FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 


in 3V* weeks. 


Yob get a modi warmer response when iw 
travel and command more rasped In business, 
if yea speak another language. It also helps 
greatly witt school progress. 

But many people are put off teaming a language 
because they fear it takes too long, win be too 
difficult or bluntly, win be boring. 

Why? Because tnufittmal methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is T can read a 
bit of French - but I cant speak it" 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
team the way you learned EngBsh -through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing ; 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


ileal Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video ana repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you team ‘ 
quickly and easily. Watching 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing ratio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear whaft next The plays 
cover all the important situations you'll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativfty). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course the foreign 
language has the English text immetfiatefy 
alongside, it helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through ’Memory 
Maps’. When you recall the Images, you recall 
the words. 



iHE METHOD WORKS 


imitating Is how 


Total bnratvemeuL There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjtqrabie ways. One, the 
Kama Game, unlocks the meaning oi thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

(ft the unique multi-media combination that * 
i your whole brain and gets you 
ting confidently In such a short time. And 
t communication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


We Invite you to order with 
\thts reassurance. We will not 
/process your cheque or credit 
cart for at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course. If you 
are not completely satisfied that this Is the 
fastest and most enjoyable* way to learn a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
wf8 have paid nothing. 'ftaft how sure we are. 


BtacataNewssays.Tsrarficaflydjfferent- 
there are so many features about it that 
recommend ft to trie learner.' Tba Banters 
btttihrta at (few Zea tart says, 'Accelerated 


says, ’Ift revolutionary.” The Daily Mail 
reported that ‘Chfldren using Accelerated Learning 
are raring ahead.’ "The results are spectacular.' 

BBC art mf news recently reported on a school 
where to MS more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

tatrafiaHTV news reported 'Astonishing 
fluency.’ “They did two years work in three 
months.’ 

ttadreds of cempates for whom proficiency is 


general training - such as Air UK. Boring, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, ICL Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, 
Nestle, Lloyds Bank etc. 



FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 



FWstrth&^MiEGiW I 



TRIPLE 

BONUS 

Otoenlangoaoecaose- 
Biffin 10 days aid 
seRdync. 

The Secrets of Iranaan a 
age-enknabaoe 
book. 



•Tta Physio! Learning 
vaeo-Wtemene ' 
fskthBbngoge. 
Atatthmsv&eofQO] 


Can you really speak weB in 3V* weeks? Yes, 
the record so far was 31 hours of study to pass 
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a month! 

Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 

(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 

[Yreiuh □ German D 1 
| Spanish* □ Italian □ 

I -HsaMWMi 

I I ftfKdose rrry preCared mathool payraert {wMch wH bn 

■ processed or^f after I dedste to keep my ctKvse) 

■ n. .. 


Tott El W 50 (W 

1 3consBotiv9mor4hiypaymea& of£24 each (Totat £1 1050} 
| Graft Cards On*. 

I Jf™*® my cheque tor t or debit my 


Voa/Accessori 


CARD 110:1 


The accelerated learning method 
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Talk 
of the 
Toon 


Newcastle's bonnie lad has fallen from 
grace. And things might get worse for 
Freddy, say Ian Burrell and Tim Laxton 


"IF YOU Hale Freddy Shep- 
herd. clap your hands," came 
the wav e of venom reverberat- 
ing around (he stands at New- 
castle United's St James's Park 
on Wednesday night. For the 
object of this derision, the new 
batileery of the Toon Army 
was the stuff of nightmares. 

Ever since he was a lad, 
when he had stood amid the 
swaying mass of the Gallowgate 
end cheering on his blaek and 
white-shined idols, the Geordie 
team meant everything to Shep- 
herd. Now. as the club chair- 
man. he has his name on the 
best veal in the ground. On 
Wednesday, he bud chosen to 
leave it empty. 

Three days earlier, a tabloid 
newspaper had reported that 
Mr Shepherd, and his vice- 
chairman Doug Hall, had lurid- 
ly boasted to an undercover 
reporter or their sexual ex- 
ploits with prostitutes in broth- 
els around the world, and 
abused the club's followers. 
They also allegedly described 
Newcastle women as "dogs”, in- 
sulted the dub's star players and 
mocked the fans who paid £50 
for replica shirts which they 
claimed cost £5 to make. 

By Wednesday, after using a 
public relations firm to issue a 
meek apology to his family and 
the people of the North-East, 
he went into hiding. 

But Freddy Shepherd is not 
a natural recluse. Inquiries by 


Tilt Independent have revealed 
that the man from Newcastle's 
impoverished East End bas ac- 
quired an astonishing network of 
influential friends mid allies in 
national and local government. 
Just how influential was made 
apparent when Freddy and his 
brother Bruce hosted a New 
Labour fund-raising evening, 
hosted by Tony Blair, at Milford 
HalL The ancient Northumber- 
land seat of the Milford family 
- immortalised in Jessica's Hons 
and Rebels - had been acquired 
by the two Sbepberd brothers for 
£15m in 1992 and they both have 
homes there. 

On that particular night in 
1996. the great and the good 
were out in force. As well as 
Blair, there was John Prescott 
and Nick Brown, the Labour 
Chief Whip, who is considered 
a Shepherd family friend. Their 
company. Shepherd Offshore, 
which had given money to the 
Tories in 1993, made a £1,000 do- 
nation to Labour. The brothers 
have also allowed government 
ministers visiting the North-East 
to use their company helicopter. 

Another rich man's play- 
thing which Freddy enjoys is his 
boat. The current president of 
the Newcastle Yacht Club, he 
shares ownership of a luxury 
motorcruiser, called Apollon , 
with Sir John Hall, his great 
friend and mentor. When Sir 
John, who has dominated sport- 
ing and business life in the 
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North-East in recent years like 
no other, stepped down from 
Newcastle United - passing 
his 57 per cent shareholding to 
his son Doug - he allowed Mr 
Shepherd lo succeed him as 
chairman last December. 

By last week the fans were 
demanding his head. Newcas- 
tle supporter Sir Jeremy 
Beecham. former leader of the 
citycoundl and now chairman 
of the Association of Metro- 
politan Authorities, was at 
Wednesday night’s match. 
“They have said things which 
really make their position un- 
tenable.” he said. 

Last night Freddy Shepherd 
was holding on to his position 
by his fingernails. It’s a long way 
back down to where he came 
from. He grew up amid the 
back-to-backs and outdoor toi- 
lets of post-war Albion Row in 
rundown Byker. Freddy’s father 


Charles set up a one-wagon 
haulage business, and his unde 

WilHam was a tag and hnnp. man 

In the 1950s, Charles Shep- 
herd took his family to Australia 
but soon returned to Byker, 
where his boys. Freddy and 
Bruce, joined his firm. They did 
good business delivering equip- 


were masters in getting hold of 
the derelict sites and the gov- 
ernment regeneration grant 
that often went with it,” said 
one Newcastle businessman. 

By 1991, Freddy Shepherd 
had become a good friend of Sir 
John Hall, the new Newcastle 
United chairman, who 


Meanwhile, his business links 
with the Had family grew. They 
purchased a property dose to St 
James's Park for £88358 in 
1993 and sold it to the football 
dub in 1995 for £203,000. 

Shepherd Offshore now em- 
ploys 85 people and bas diver- 
sified info warehotsing, property 


‘The Shepherds were masters in getting hold of the derelict 
sites and the government grants that often went with them* 


ment for the growing offshore 
oil industry, and renamed the 
family firm Shepherd Offshore. 

But their real boom period 
was in the dark years of the 
shipbuilding industry, when 
swathes of riverside land be- 
came vacant “The Shepherds 


him a dub director. As the dob 
came within an ace of w inning 
the Premiership in 1996, Fred- 
dy Shepherd’s position was as- 
sured in Newcastle society - a 
small circle of businessmen 
and politicians who do minat e 
the lives of 750,000 people. 


investment farming and the 
provisbccrfcon&rerHxfacilifes. 
It also has a stake in Newcastle's 
rugby union, ice hockey and bas- 
ketball clubs, which are con- 
trolled by the Halls. During the 
last four years, the brothers have 
made £6m in directors' remu- 


neration alone. Their share- 
holding in Newcastle United is 
worth just over £1 Om. 

But as the clamour for Fred- 
dy Shepherd’s head grows loud- 
er, inquiries by The Independent 
have revealed that his business 
affairs could be about to make 
him even more enemies. 

The regeneration of Freddy 
Shepherd's native East End 

deperxfa very largely cm the suc- 
cess of a £55m project based on 
reviving shopping along the 
old Shields Road in Byker. 

In December 1995, the 
council-backed plan - based 
around the building of a new 
food superstore - successfully 
bid for £24m of government re- 
generation grants. But within 
two months, the Shepherd 
brothers announced plans fora 
rival 82,000-sq ft store, a mile 
away on an industrial' site- at • 
Walkergate. The Shields Road 


The main men: Freddy 

Shepherd (right) and 
Douglas Hall toast their 
team before Newcastle’s 
Uefa Cup tie with Monaco 
last year 

Photograph: North News 


developers were aghast and the 
issue split the ruling Labour 
group on the city council with a 
powerful lobby emerging in 
favour of the Shepherds. 

In November 1996, council 
planners realised that part of the 
key site for their Shields Road 
superstore was to be sold at auc- 
tion. They recommended a 
£100,000 council purchase. But 
finnnrw sub-committee chair- # 
man Colin Gray declined to 
convene a meeting. At the auc- 
tion, Shepherd Offshore was the 
only bidder, snapping up the site 
for a bargain £63,000. The up- 
roar that followed provoked an 
internal investigation at the 
city council which concluded 
that the decision on whether to 
hold the meeting had been at 
Councillor Gray’s discretion. 

But since then. Shepherd 
Offshore has again been able to 
thwart council officials in buy- 
ing up a key city site. Heaton 

House, a huge warehouse cm the 
edge of the Shields Road pro- 
ject, was a potential blight on the 
scheme and planners recoin- * 
mended £65,000 be spent on it. 

Two weeks later, before the 
counriUars had got around to ap- 
proving the buy, the Shepherds 
clinched a deal with the owners. 
Allied Irish Bank. It meant that 
the success of the £55m Fast End 
regeneration scheme is at the 
mercy of the Shepherds. 

Stefan Cross, a lawyer and 
Labour councillor who chairs 
the Strategy Delivery Commit- 
tee, is concerned. “If the events 
relating to these purchases un- 
dermine the East End regen- 
eration strategy by preventing 
us or delaying us from getting 
the major supermarket devel- 
opment it would be potential- 
ly disastrous for the East End^ 
of the city,” he said. ^ 

When he became Newcastle 
chairman, Freddy Shepherd 
said: “To be chairman is a great 
honour for someone who comes 
from the East End of the dty and 
stood on the GaUowgate End.” 

He now rids letting dawn the 
people of the East End -as well 
as Newcastle United. As Kevin 
Miles of the Newcastle Inde- 
pendent Supporter Associa- 
tion puts it: “They have brought 
shame on the dub, on the city.- j 
They will not be forgiven.” ^ 
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V O M e D Y CLUBS 

2 for 1 ticket offer 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday are giving readers the 
opportunity to enjoy the Jongleurs experience. We have arranged for a special 
2 for I deal whereby readers will be entitled to one free ticket for each ticket 
purchased. The free ticket is to the same value as the bought ticket and for 
the same show. Also included will be free membership to Jongleurs Comedy 
Clubs worth £5. 

Jongleurs currently has four comedy dubs and a further four will be opening 
soon. The 2 for I comedy card will be valid at all venues and can be used as 
many times as you like. 

# Battersea - 49 Lavender Gardens, Battersea, London, SWII (Dj # Camden - Middle Yard, 
Camden Lock, Chalk Farm Road, London, NW! BAB # Bow - Bow Wharf, 221 Grove Road, 

London, E3 1AA# Leicester - 30/32 Granby Street. Leicester. LEI l PE 

Opening in Spring/Summer 1998 

• Oxford - 3/5 Hythe Bridge Street # Watford - 76 The Parade • Southampton - 2/4 High 

Street # Nottingham - Castle Wharf. Canal Street 


‘It took two seconds to 
reject my application’ 


One of Tony Blair's political mentors 
has landed a £30,000 job in an NHS 
trust With no such connections, , .. 
Jean Shackieton was not so lucky 




COUPON 
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How to apply 

Simply collect 4 tokens from the 7 we will be printing everyday until Saturday 21 
March. Then, together with the coupon below send with SAE to The Independent 
Comedy Offer. PO Box 6066.Tamworth. Staffs, B79 7XQ. Your 
2 for I comedy card will then be dispatched to you. The offer fs 
valid until 31 Occoberl998 


PLEASE NOTE INCORRECT VALIDITY PUBLISHED PREVIOUSLY - CORRECT TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS BELOW 

Tt* cart eamfcs ihe bearer w «« fiw octe lor each **ac puithawd Tlw Iree t»*c ti to *• s»n* wta «* dw bo^t adw »d br 

ihowt The card cannot be uwd cw+maion any otbtr offer. Th* card It non-tfwsfertb**. Th« efltr Indodn ta nrnfecnhqi (or (be art heW- 


er £SV Booties ire jubj«t w arattfity You can tfw card at tfM fWowfng cfwws SumrUy eaffr *bw*» «C Patttfwiaad Om- 

dtn, FridaVi S*tun&Y Somtar ihow* at Bow *nd Thurad** »how< * lainmr. VaSd thaws «t the o«w dutaw® bakaMirace* » 

the dma of opening A<Wtlj«d IVvMifH are nt^ea to danfe. Tkfcca flXHt boatai cfarwgtt tie central bat affiee W B7I SMZCOl WSw, 
booUnc «l* fat tin Independent offer. Boofcfcgi are hf cruft or data ettd ackf **d ue tubfeccta a Sfc SwUng fee iq> ta • nwAiwn of £5. Normal 
Newspaper FWhhing pfc etttra and condtiora aofc 



THE whole way appointments 
are made to NHS boards is a 
mystery to me. I have years of 
experience working at a very 
senior level fa social services and 
voluntary organisations, but it 
took an official just two seconds 
to reject my latest application 
to join a health trust. 

Tory health spokesman John 
Maples recently accused the 
Government of manipulating 
appointments to NHS boards. 
A spokesman for Health Sec- 
retary Frank Dobson replied: 
“This is not and has never been 
intended to be a politically mo 
tivated exercise to replace Tory 
deadheads with Labour dead- 
heads.” Now Paul THppett, who 
runs the Labour club in the 
Prime Minister’s constituency, 
bas landed a £30,000-a-year 
chairmanship of an NHS Trust 

An advertisement appeared 
fa a national newspaper in 1996 
j seeking Chairmen and Non- 
Executive Directors of Special 
Health Authorities and NHS 
Trusts. No formal qualifica- 
tions were needed, bur the 
skills required were formidable. 

My application was ap- 
proved and I was placed on a 
“database” at Milton Keynes. 
Then, I began to get that un- 
wanted feeling. I was told in a 
letter dated 30 July, 1996: 
“'When a vacancy arises, the . 
database is searched for suitable 
applicants. Shortlisting is under- 
taken locally... a Regional As- 
sessment Panel The chairman 
will deride who to propose for 
appointment from [this] short- 
list... The appointment is made 
by the Secretary of State, who 
requires a choice of captEdates.” 


To get thus far, I had filled 
in a large form, sent a CV and 
troubled two rather highly 
placed people for references. 

My next letter was dated 31 
January 1997. The Nolan in- 
quiry and the substantial size of 
the database were quoted as the 
reason for keeping on the data- 
base only those people who 
“have been assessed as appofat- 
able by the Regional Panel". I 
was off the list But I was advised 
that advertisements woald soon 
be appearing locally. They did 
and I phoned three local trusts 
for application forms, each of 
which had to be returned to its 
local trust - no mention of 
Milton Keynes. 

In Rsbruary 1997 1 filled in 
three large questionnaires, 
attached CVs and troubled my 
refereesagain. Uro of the Trusts 
found my expertise not suitable 
to the balance of interest they 
were seeking for their boards. 
The third did not replay. When 
J jAooed. they said they had n<« 
received an application from me 
and had seat their shortlist to 
the Secretary of State. 

One of the Trusts asked if I 
would help in a voluntary capa- 
city as an Associate Manager 

reviewinglegaistatiKofpalients 
sectioned under the Mental 
Health Act. I was and am 
delighted to do so. However, af- 
ter one year I had been inter- 
viewed once, had two training 
sessions with a third planned, 
and have attended one review 
of two patients. 

There were more advertise- 
ments this year for Chairmen 
andNon-Erecutive Directors to 

NationMHeata Service Bodies. 



Jean Shaddeton: Lost in paperwork Assignments 


In February 19%, I responded 
to three local advertisements. 
All three applications went to 
the same woman in the NHS 
Executive at Mflton Keynes. 

The closing date was 16 
Febniary. Two days later the re- 
jection for my application was 
posted. I phoned and discovered 
that although the blurb from 
each trust was different, I need 
only have filled in one applica- 
tion. The woman at Mflton 
Keynes admitted there was no 

way of my knowing this. The re- 
jection came so swiftly because 
an officer had skimmed down 
a line of boxes on the supple- 
mentary questionnaire and had 
taken out any application where 
the “community woric” box had 
not been ticked. 

Frank Dobson’s message 
about the appointments that ac- 
companied the application 
forms was: “We are looking for 
people to be members of local 
NHS boards who live in the 
area, who have a strong com- 
mitment to the NHS and who 
have the time and abffity to con- 
tribute to its success. We are 
Pf'^artykeen to recruit peo- 
pie who are users or carers as 
community representatives on 

durboandsasweflasth^^ 
other relevant experience.” 


The application, however, 
doesn’t state the power of that 
little box. Yet, I had written 
underneath it of the associate 
managership and elsewhere of 
the community experience one 
has as a Director of Social Ser- 
vices. Why didn’t I tick that box? 

Sheer modesty, after ticking 
every other high-powered item. 

My complaint about an ad- 
ministrative officer taking two 
seconds to put me on the scrap- 
heap means my application has 

been referred to an independent 

assessor. But the unwanted 
feeling fa back. Every sentence 
from Milton Keynes is peppered 
with despair about the number 
of applications and the com- 
phrated procedures that I am 
unlikely to surmount 
My experience on joint plan- 
ning between local authorities 
and health authorities seems to 
count for nothing, as does hav- 
njg been a corporate manager 
of a local authority and having 
helped voluntary organisations 
to get their resources up and 

running. 

Meanwhile, I am lost ^ 
while some spiritual 
body wh 0 alternately dema- 
tenabses and materialises in 
Milton Keynes, picks up the 
jjoal posts and runs like hell. 
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Getting to grips with Leo 
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Suzanne Moore finds the presence of Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Hollwoods latest heartthrob, in London 
has set female (and some male) pulses racing ' 


Main attraction: Leonardo, 
pictured at Cannes, was 
catapulted to stardom In What’s 
Eating Gilbert Grape (top) and has 
consolidated ft in his 1**=* *pk 
The Mon In the /ran Mask (below) 
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SOMETIMES people just don’t get IX 

^n when m B staring them in the face 

..... v ^J^ t ^ a *^ e ^ w beDoneofnjytWb^ 

' { **k slee P s mth night around at my 

house. A major panic ensued for, of 
course, she could not live without the sa- 
cred image. Two days ago, several young 
gins of my acquaintance were among 
those screaming their hearts out in Leices- 
ter Square for he is here, walking amongst 
us mere mortals and he is the ‘Sun King' 
Leonardo DiCaprio. 

Those who have had any recent contact 

with adolescent girls will not regard “Leo 
sickness” as anything new. It has been h rri|d - 
ing for the last couple of years yet some- 
how it has caught the British press by 
surprise. As always, the reactions of young 
women have been seen as out of control, 
_ hysterical and nothing more than a paw. 
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He has been anointed, 
not by the movers and 
shakers, but by the 
movie-going public 


ing fad. But as usual the little girls under- 
stand in a way that grown men never do. 

Over the past few days I have had some 
interesting conversations with men who 
have described Leonardo as little more than 
“a foetus”, “a terribly mannered actor”, 
“not worth thinking about” or as Jonathan 
^Margolis put it in The Mail “What is re- 
-tnotely appealing about this wimpish 23 year 
old boy?". The sub-text to all this is that 
modem women are actually intimidated by 
real men - 1 take this to mean men who 
are fat, bald and boring — and now, mad- 
deningly, prefer babies. 

The secret of DiCaprio’s appeal is ob- 
viously to do with his youth, but it is also 
to do with his sexuality which, rather than 
being nan-eadstent, is far more androgynous 
and un threatening than that of many teen 
idols. He is pale, skinny, haunted looking 
and. in the new film The Man in the Iron 
Mask, a great rpmp.ofa movie, decidedly 
^ffeminate with long hair and frock coats. 


Now you could say that das kind of allure 
is nothing new or yon could accept the fact 
that it is a thoroughly Nineties version of 
m asc u l in ity that both references and 
trumps the old romantic leads who tend- 
ed to appeal to heterosexual male vanity. 

While last year DiCaprio ranked at only 
number 28 in Bliss, a Leen mag's King of 
Crumpet Poll, this year he is absolutely 
number one. This is down not simply to the 
mega-success of Titanic but also, as they 
cutely call it, his role in ‘Shaky's Romeo 
and Juliet'. 

What seems to have passed so many crit- 
ics by is lhal apart from Romeo and JuBet 
being a tale of doomed teenage love, it is. 
above all, a story of defiant teenage re- 
bellion. 

DiCaprio is a man of his time, the son 
of Sixties radicals. Like Winona Ryder and 
the Phoenix boys, his parents were hippies, 
his best friend Abbie Ho ffman ’s son, 
America. This allows him to be a huge com- 
mercial suopeas, hnt maintain a slight ty mv 

barrassed public stance about the whole . 
Hollywood machinery. Yet, of course, no 
one couM have managed his off-screen pub- 
licity more brilliantly than DiCaprio has. 

So we can read that DiCaprio doesn't 
date since his heart was broken by model 
Kristin Zang. tfaai he is lonely and has no 
one to take to the Oscars. Besides he 
doesn’t want to go anyway in case he over- 
shadows those he respects. Wfe can read that 
be is actually dating Naomi Campbell or 
various other supermodels. We have Kate 
Winslet telling us that working with sex-god 
Leonardo was amazing because they really 
Innlmri aftfa- Pitch other and Irnsang him was 

like kissing her brother. To which we can 
only ask how does she know? We have the 
talk of his platonic relationship with 
Sharon Stone when be was nineteen and 
making The Quick and the Dead and 
though Sharon poured oat her heart to him 
she didn’t want to do a sex scene with him 
because of the age difference. 

This combination of gentleness, abili- 
ty to form good friendships with women 
and yet never to have a permanent girl- 
fiiend isthe perfect way to get a young giifs 
heart for it implies a sexual passivity in the 
midst of a sexually aggressive culture. 

- What you hear over and over again . 
when you talk to girls about him is their 
fantasy that he is just extremely Mud and. 
caring and nice. Sexy, but un threatening- , 



ly sexy. As Amelia “almost IT tells me: 
“I liked him before I got to secondary 
school, but when I got there everyone likes 
Him. He is so gorgeous and could never be 
horrible or scary. He has a calming face.” 
DiCaprio is also popular among some gay 
men who are side of the macho look and 
the gay press this week is foil of promises 
of “Leonardo naked". 

According to Amelia she would stQl find 
him gorgeous if he were gay, but “no of- 


fence to gay people. I just know he isn’t 
because he doesn’t talk in a high-pitched 
voice". 

In The Man in the bon Mask in which 
he plays Louis XTV and his twin brother, 
Philippe, we get, much to our delight, both 
good Leonardo and bad Leonardo. He is 
up against four actors, each one with their 
own brand of mature sex appeal: Gabriel 
Byrne, smoulderingly romantic, Jeremy 
Irons, vulnerably cerebral, Gerard De- 


pardieu, the farting, belching epitome of 
rough trade and Jon Malkovich, as fan- 
tastically bored and malevolent as ever. Yet 
it is DiCaprio's freshness that outshines the 
fading charms of these old musketeers. 

For DiCaprio has what every star must 
dream of. He has been anointed, not by the 
movers and shakers of Hollywood, but by 
the movie-going public themselves. 

For our daughters to pine for a gentle 
man, even though this is a fantasy, strikes 


me as more than a rc-run of an enduring 
and old-fashioned myth of masculinity. U 
is something thoroughly modem and pan 
of the on-going negotintioas between the 
genders about what women want and how 
men are going to have to accommodate 
those changes. 

You may mock, but 1 put it to you that 
yet again the tittle girls have got it right and. 
now able to command $20 million a movie, 
young Mr DiCaprio certainly has. 


Save over 

£170 

It pays to transfer 
your balance 
to our new credit card 


You can save money with the new Scottish Widows 
Credit Card. 

Transfer an existing balance for just 1L9% APR and 
you could save over £.170 in the first year, as shown below. 
And when you use your card for purchases you’ll enjoy a 
competitive 15.9% APR. What’s more, we promise that 
our interest rates will stay consistently competitive. 

But that’s not alL 

You’ll never be charged an annual fee. 

And there's no Interest charge for up to 56 days, if you 
dear your balance in full every month. 

You'll also enjoy a range of features which makes your 
card even better value. 90 Day Purchase Protection, for 



11.9%** 

for balance transfers 
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Card 

Annual 

Fee 

APR 

Scottish Widows 
First Year 
Saving' 

Scoubh Widowl MaserCajd 

No 

WTyj 

n/a 

Barcbycard Standard Vba 

£10 

(253 

£178.48 

Uopds Chsric Reserve 
MuoCad 

£12 

22M 

£176*4 


£12 

2L6* 

£155-28 

NalW« Standard Vba 

£12 

mil 

£15888 

CM Card 

No 

203* 

£156.48 


15.9% 

for purchases 


APR 


example, navel accident insurance and a cheque book 
which draws on your account. 

For your application pack and foil 'details, please 
complete die coupon or call 0800 783 14 14. 

The new Scottish Widows Credit Card, it's a 
permanently good idea. 


SC OTTISH W»PO«re 

Call now for more information 

0800 783 14 14 


Please send me more informadon Re£ WP06 

•bout the Scottish Widow* Credit Card. Return t* 

[ FREEPOST SEA3002, Mitre House, Ki&gaon KT2 6BR. 
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Sponsor 
a child and 
make a 
difference 


Sami is only 5 years old, but his future already looks bleak. He has to fight for everything - food, a place to 
sleep, even a simple drink of water. 

The heartbreaking fact is that there are millions of other children in the developing world just like Sami. 
But you cah make a real difference. 

By sponsoring a child through PLAN, one of the world's leading development charities, you can help us 
provide them and their community with whatever they need most - from clean water to a school or safe 
place to live. In return, you can build a rewarding relationship with 
your sponsored child through letters, photos and progress reports. 

For more information about child sponsorship, mo.Kin9 a woru of difference 
complete the coupon below or call 0171 485 6612. ’" ,vl 


Share in the joy of child sponsorship with 
PLAN International. 

Request your free information pack now! 

0171 48S 6612 



l’l.AN 

INTERNATIONAL 

I A 


ivir/Mrsf Miss/wis/urner inewdcmri 
Surname 

Forename(s) 

Address 

Postcode 

Telephone No. 

MOW CAMt«4 PUAM 


mn 

Return this coupon to: PLAN International UK, FREEPOST, 5-6 Underhill Street LONDON NW1 OYJ. 
































T'HE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 21 march h*s 
20 


20/ARTS 


Not so Wilde about the boys 


David Hare has miscast The Judas 
Kiss' and misjudged the passions 
of Oscar Wilde, writes Paul Taylor 


TOM HOLLANDER cur- 
rently has one of the more en- 
viable jobs in showbusiness. or 
so the vast majority of women 
- and not a few men - might 
assume. In 77/e Judas Kiss, the 
new David Hare play about 
Wilde and Lord Alfred Dou- 
glas. he's on the receiving end 
of some passionate oscula- 
tion from the Oscar of the Hol- 
h wood-wowing hunk, Liam 
Neeson. Yet you suffer for both 
actors in what turns out to be 
a bizarrely miscast and deeply 
disappointing evening. 

This duo make a ludicrous 
spectacle: the six-foot four 
inch Neeson. who looks as 
though he could tear a tele- 
phone directory in half with his 
hare hands, arid Hollander - 
here doing his over-familiar 
Dinky-toy" petulant toddler 
routine - who would need to 
stand on several volumes of the 
telephone directory to get 
mouth-to-mouth with his 
sf rapping lover. As the career 
of Alan Ladd so eminently 
proved one advantage of Nee- 
son’s more regular medium, 
the movies, is that you can dis- 
guise inequalities of height by 
furtive use of ditches and box- 
es. But in the perpetual long- 
shot of theatre, there’s not so 
much room for cover up. Hol- 
lander is so inhuman and me- 
chanical as Bosie that the pair 
keep reminding you of a ven- 
triloquist and his dummy. 
Equip this Lord Alfred with a 
monocle and you’d have what 
looks like the late 19th centu- 
ry's answer to Ray Allen and 
Lord Charles: “Say ‘bottle of 
absinthe’, Bosie!" “Gottle of 
agsinthe, gottle of agsinthe-," 
It would, of course, have to be 
something dassier than the 
proverbial beer. 

Neeson. by contrast, could 
run masterclasses in stage 
presence. As anyone who saw 
his performance as the pow- 
erful stay stoker in the New 
York transfer of Anna Christie 
will testify, commanding at- 
tention in a theatre comes as 
naturally to him as com- 
manding the best table in cer- 
tain restaurants must. The 


electricity he generated with 
his future partner, Natasha 
Richardson, made the rela- 
tionship between, say, William 
Hurt and Kathleen Turner in 
Body Heal look almost stand- 
offish. 

The chemistry between 
Neeson and Hollander, by 
contrast, fails utterly to warm 
this Almeida production trans- 
planted to the proscenium- 
arch Playhouse. It begins at 
zero and climbs into negative 
figures. Which is a bit of a 
handicap, given that Hare’s 
theme - continuing a preoc- 
cupation evident in his last two 
plays, Skylight andAmy's View 
- is the power (for good and 
01} of consuming love. The dra- 
ma is shaped on a structure of 
two acts, whose points of con- 
trast and comparison are 
brought out with intelligence 
and delicate lyricism in 
Richard Eyre’s production. 
Both halves speculate about a 
moment in Wilde’s life of 
which little is known. 

The first act admits us to 
the tragically temporary 
cocoon of the room Wilde 
took refuge in at the Cadogan 
Hotel in the tense hours be- 
tween the collapse of his libel 
case against Bosie’s father, 
the Marquess of Queensbury, 
and his own arrest Here, with 
virtually nothing new to add to 
our perception of the case. 
Hare addresses the big ques- 
tion of why WOde did not 
take the opportunity (allowed 
him by the authorities) to flee 
to the Continent. 

The second act shows Bosie 
all-too-shiftOy willing to do a 
bunk from a life of squalid, 
penurious exile in Naples with 
his disgraced lover and as- 
sorted young fishermen (“We 
can’t live on cock,” one of the 
more concise and euphoiuus of 
the lines Hare has put in 
Wilde’s mouth), Here, Bosie, 
in a more than mildly self-serv- 
ing fit of principle, picks at the 
scab of why WOde - in many 
ways a strange candidate for 
gay iconhood - avoided de- 
claring the whole truth about 
their love when he was in the 



Unconvincing: Liam Neeson (left) plays Oscar Wilde and Tom Hollander is Lord Alfred Douglas in The Judos Km 


dock. At the same time, con- 
sistency being something you 
leave to the hoi polloi, Bosie 
is seen repositioning himself as 
a born-again heterosexual, 
wriggling out of a relationship 
that cost Wilde everything 
(not least his ability to write), 
and implying that a pay-off 
from Mummy of £500 should 
just about settle the bxlL In 
both acts, true friendship is 
represented by Robert Ross 
who. in real life, was far more 
complex, admirable and sub- 
stantial than foe anguished, de- 
cent figure poor Peter Capaldi 
is required to flesh out here. 

Neeson does a creditable 
job in the Cadogan Hotel 
episode of showing you a man 
under appalling strain at- 


tempting nonetheless to be- 
have with grace, nonchalant 
good humour, and stoic indif- 
ference to his foreseen fate. 
Ordering a meal with an epi- 
cure's attention to the luxuries 
of detail. Hare’s Wilde wants 
to distend and savour this last 
moment of the otherside of the 
delicate monied membrane 
that separates him from the 
fynch mob. The nobleness of 
life is to accede to the narra- 
tive one has written for one- 
self. We see Wilde the 
generous tipper, on the verge 
of an existence where he 
would have to cadge the mon- 
ey for such gestures. Neeson, 
in both halves of the evening, 
rather overdoes the head- 
thrown-back, Tm-addressingr 


posterity pose, but he gives ex- 
cellent glimpses of the shred- 
ded nerves under the gfitterfag 
highwire act. The play itself, 
though, is very poor. The air 
it has of saying something 


much more penetration and a 
realearforWndianwit,in'Ihr- 
ry Eagleton's Saint Oscar. Jude 
Law’s brilliant performance as 
Bosie in the Stephen Fry 
movie helped you see that, be- 


Neeson and Hollander make a 
ludicrous spectacle. .. the parr remind 
you of a ventriloquist and his; dummy 


original in painting out that, via 
'Wide’s downfall, England was 
symbolically expelling an Irish 
socialist, is quiteam earned. It’s 
all been done before, with 


cause of his background and 
his hating, hateful father, he 
too was a tragic figure. 
Thomas Kilrqy’s recent play 
77ie Secret Fall of Constance 


WUde goes further and hints 
that the dbting.Oscar.was not 
a valuable alternative to the fa- 
ther, but his damaging con- 
tinuatioa in reverse. 

Here, thanks to the script 
and Hollanders performance, 
which is like watching a petu-. 
but baby throwing food from 
its highchair, Bosie is, tn the 
main, a monster of apopletic 
pettishness and aggrievedcal- 
cuiatkm. The essence of WUde 
. .was his generosity of sphit,not 
^ a virtue David. Hajre js.urfo^ 
‘ Ty burdened with; The sfcenri" 
between Wilde and AEHous- 
man inlbrn Stoppard’s The In- 
vention of Love speaks far 
more eloquently about what is 
simultaneously noble, tragic 
and paradoxical about unde- 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


luded infatuation than does 
this entire play where it’s all 
boiled neatly down to Bosie 
standing for the kind of man 
whose governing principle is 
power and Wilde for the kind 
of man who is governed by 
love. 

Hare and Wilde are a cre- 
ative misma tch Consider how 
differently each of them would 
treat the oddly comparable sit- 
uation of the exiled puke and 
Duchess of Windsor. What a 
-^nderf^subjeetthat would 
"have been for WMe’s mar- 
veflousty unp inched or point- 
scoring genius. 

A Hare play about Wilde 
proves to be a bore; how one 
wishes there could be a Wilde 
play about Hare. 


PUBLISHING a book on tape and on 
radio hut not in print may look gim- 
micky. But in the case of Tom Wolfes 
.Ambush at Feet Bragg- now available 
on the BBC Radio Collection, as well 
as being the current Late Book on Ra- 
dio 4 - it seems like a rather good idea. 
Since its message is all about the way 
that television distorts modem soci- 
ety, it makes sense vo try and put the 
message across to an audience less like- 
ly to sit down and read. And anyway, 
Wolfe's prose is perfect radio mater- 
ial - so lucid, bland and effortless that 
you can cany on with useful jobs like 
checking your bank statements and 
tackling those stubborn stains an the 
crockery without losing the thread. 


WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


The stoiyline is bulimic, so stuffed 
with issues that you expect it be vio- 
lently sick as soon as it can sneak out 
to the lavatory: it revolves around a cur- 
rent affairs television programme that 
"ambushes” people into making dam- 
aging admissions in front of hidden 
cameras. In this case, the producers are 
trying to wangle a confession out of 
three redneck soldiers who have beat- 
en to death a gay colleague. 

As rather hurriedly read by Frank 
Muller, it has what in an ordinary book 


you might call page-aiming qualify - 
you are curious to know how it will turn 
out What spoib ft Blhe way Watfe sub- 
stitutes background research and 
lengthily detailed exposition of action 
for character and emotional engage- 
ment. The only character given any in- 
ner life at all is a paunchy, balding 
television producer who broods con- 
stantly on the fact that more attractive 
colleagues get all the fame and mon- 
ey. This is presumably meant as a com- 
ment on the society is obsessed with 


predictable compared with the variety 
and subtlety of views expressed in The 
Face (Radio 4, Wednesday). 

In this dever, occasionally eerie fea- 
ture Peter White went around asking 
various people (an artist, a mortician, 
a policeman, a plastic surgeon) about 
the relationship between face and 
character- the question gaming extra 
poignancy from foe fact that White him- 
self is blind. His starting point was the 

remark that we all get the face we de- 


serve (.White thought it was either Au- 
den or Coco Chanel; in fact, it was the 
last entry George Orwell made in his 
notebooks before he died). 

What gave the programme its 
strange, wistful qualify was the way it 
turned life on its head: the first voice 
we heard was a mortician, explaining 
that you can read nothing, not intel- 
ligence, education, experience, into the 
face of a corpse. It finished at the oth- 
er end of fife, with babies who looked 
like okf men, the experience of the ages 
engraved in their wrinkles. Surfaces, 
it seemed to argue, don’t just mislead 


they tell you cold-blooded and delib- 
erate lies; and oddly, that came as a 
comforting thought. 



Thinking on your feet 
doesn’t always work 


BSTJonesTAmieZane Dance 
Company, Peacock Theatre 
BILL TJONES is a very fluent 
speaker— but not necessarily in- 
telligible. His latest work in- 
volves far less text than many 
of his earlier pieces but it still 
has a programme note. 

The leaflet accompanying 
BiUT Jones’ We Set Out Early . . . 
Visibility Whs Poor (cryptic 
enough in itself; surely) teQs us: 
“One of the work’s goals is to in- 
vent a strategy whereby the 
dilemma of memory confronts 
our need for continuity.” Noone 
imagines dance should be about 
anything, but if the choreogra- 
phersaysit is, we tend to demand 
some correlation between the 
artist’s intention and what hap- 
pens on stage. 

Jones’ plan to explore human 
emotion, social diapge, artistic 
development via the metaphor 
of a journey was perhaps un- 
achievable. As dance, It was an 
attractive. octasioiEdfyexqinsite 
response to his chosen music 
(Stravinsky, Cage and"\&sks), bin 
asphitosophyiiwas'Lnreadabl^ 
There were compensations. 


shape from the rangy splen- 
dour of Germanl Barnes to the 


hugely unexpected Alexandra 
. BeGer, who is more Beryl Cook 
than Beryl Grey. The 10 dancers 

don’t look alike or dress alike and 

they tread the. elegant space 
mapped but by Bjorn G Ame- 
lan with steps that seem to speak 
two languages simultaneously. 

During die work’s three sec- 
tions, the dancers make their 
journey along and around a 
diagonal path, which runs across 
the stage: The Stravinsky seg- 
ment was composed of conven- 
tional groups and solos, but by 
the thir d section, the ideas and 
relationships had frag m ented. 

A woman skips to greet her 
lover, then rewinds to the wings 
repeatedly, like a recurring 
dream. Periodically, a member 
of the ensemble was picked onl 

in a flickering beam. Why? 

Then came The Pod Made 
of rumpled cream, silk and 
Shaped like a vast, luminous 
woodlouse, this strange chrysalis 
progressed skrafy across the 
backcloth. Suddenly, everyone 
wore grey. If there is a mean- 
ing it didn’t appear to be one 
that Jones’ dance conld cotrwy. . 

The curtain calls were led by 
Jones himself, a shamelessly . 
pericy sequence of synchronised 



Express yourseM: Attractive 
as dance but unreadable as 
philosophy Laurie Lewis 

jumps and shouts. )t was a mas- 
terly bit of audience manipula- 
tion, but it seemed strange that 
the dasest engagement with the 
audience should take place 
after the show was over. 

We Set Out Early... Visibility Was 
Poor, final performance tonight, 
PeocockTho^ Portugal Street, 
London WC2 (0172 314 8800). 

— Louise LcY&re 


WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


MR BEAN, rabbeiy-limbed 
and accident prone, is a lovable 
sort of chap. He also says very 
little. Perhaps that comes from 
studying the outbursts of his al- 
ter ego, Rowan Atkinson. The 
fatter has taken a snipe at Baf- 
ta in advance of next month’s 
awards, because the British 
Academy had failed to nomi- 
nate the Bean film. And as with 
all notable comedians, it’s the 
way be tells ‘enx. 

“I have become accustomed 
to Mr Bean's lack of appeal to 
the kind of people who work in 
television and the media,” his 
quote ran, “and so I am a little 
more philosophical about our 
latest failures. The entertain- 
ment industry is littered with 


have enjoyed broad popular ap- 
peal and a regular critical maul- 
ing in equal measure.” Actually 
I can think of other examples. 
There were The TSvo Ronnies, 
for example, huge in tbe ratings 
but mercilessly mocked some 
years ago fa sketches on Not The 
Nine O’Clock News (starring 
Rowan Atkinson). There was 
also Benny HID, a pariah to crit- 
ics in the years before his death 
and attacked by Ben El- 
ton, co-writer on Rowan Atkin- 
son’s Blackadder. 

Rowan Atkinson’s argu- 
ment, namely that there should 
be a correlation between pop- 
ular appeal and critical ac- 
claim, dries not stand up. If it 
were the case then there would 


never ac a neea tor judging pan- 
els. The lop three at the box of- 
fice would amply win the top 
three prizes. It can be hard for 
those involved to accept that, 
just as H can be hard for them 
to accept that they may have 
now joined the comedy estab- 
lishment that they once picked 
up awards for pillorying. 

IN THE whole HaiperColIins 
™’ the publisher’s best-sell- 
mg author, Jeffrey Archer, has 


been unusually silent. No. 
longer. He explained to me in 
his penthouse flat that he had 
felt in a difficult position, being £ 
an old friend of the two oppos- 
ing protagonists - UK chairman 
Eddie Bell and his own editor, 
whistleblower Stuart Proffitt 
But he did manage to find 
wards, none too friendly, for his 
fellow authors threatening to 
leave the famished publishers. 
“You don’t walk out on old 
friends just to get a bit of praise 
and publicity.” 

So could I take it that Lord 
Archer’s agent would not be 
renegotiating his own three- 
book deal? “I don’t have an 
agent any more," he grinned, 
glancing up at the Manet on the 

walL “When you earn what I do, 

15 per cent comes to rather a 
lot” 

NOEL COWARD, I suspect, 
might have taken quite a fan- 
cy to Blur’s Damon AJbam. But 
the two are never to be linked, 
not even on disc. Albam col- 
laborated with Michael Ny- 
man on a version of Coward’s 
London Pride for a new tribute 
album. But executive producer 
Neff Tennant of the Pet Shop 
Boys has rejected it. Apparently 
the pair had written an exper- 
imental electronic track. u It 
bears no resemblance to the 
original,” says a startled spokes- 
woman. And thus The Master’s 
chance of joining Cool Britan- 
nfa disappears. 

THE quarterly journal of the Na- 
tional Art Collections Fund 
places the obituaries column 
for leading figures in the 
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pie moving jobs. So 1 
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“Going, Going, Gone 
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Arkady Shevchenko 


I ? E i^5 I l 0 - NS *** mos tty 

steald* affairs, hushed up tf 

possible by both winners and 

iosere, albeit for very different 
reasons. Not so, however the 
sensational passage from East 

- ArkatfySbevchenko 

Under Secretary-General at 

the United Nations for Politi- 

and Security Qjuncfl Afiaiis, 

' “ e , ^ghest-ranking Soviet 
diplomat ever to change rides 
.. during the Cold War. 

Routine briefings at UN 
headquarters are rarely expiring 
# the one of 11 April 1978 
dropped a bombshell. Shev- 
ehenko, the spokesman noted, 

.. “has informed the Secretaiy- 
Generai that he is absenting him. 

self from the office and, in this 
connection, he mentioned dif- 
ferences with his government”. 

It bad been some two and a 
. half years earlier that Shev- 
chenko first decided to cast in 
life lot with the Americans, the 
climax of a long disaffection 
with his own country and gov- 
ernment. Upon contacting the 
CIA, however, he learnt to his 
unpleasant surprise that hewas 
required to remain in place; the 
^ international civil servant would 
“have to sing for his supper, and 
earn sanctuary by spying. Slow- 
ly. Moscow’s suspicions grew. 

Finally, on 31 March 1978, 
came the cable of which every 
traitorous Soviet official abroad 
lived in dread, recalling him im- 
mediately for consultations, 
and “discussion of certain oth- 
er questions”. A couple of days 
later Shevchenko slipped from 
his Manhattan flat, climbed 
into a CIA car and was whiske d 
off to a safe house in Pennsyl- 
vania to begin his second life. 

His former masters, their 
fury matched only by their em- 
barrassment, pulled out every 
stop to get him back. The KGB 
concocted wrenching letters 
ikjfrom his family, and mingled 
promises of clemency with the 
most unsubtle of threats if he 
did not comply, lb no avail. As 
Shevchenko was being de- 
briefed in Washingto n, he learnt 
from a press report that his wife 
Lena had died in Moscow. Of- 
ficially she had committed sui- 
cide. Shevchenko would always 
suspect she had been murdered 
by the KGB. 

In some ways Aria tfyShey- ' 
chenko was an unlikely candi- 
fjdate to turn his back on his 
^country. Born in Ukraine in 
1930, the son of a doctor, be had 
spent much of his childhood in 


the relative paradise of the 
Cornea (where his father met 
ChurchQi, Roosevelt and Stal- 
in at Yalta in 1945 while secretly 
evaluating the health of the dy- 
ing US President). Shevchenko 
enjoyed the best the Soviet 
Union could offer, a prominent 
role in the Komsomol youth 
organisation, and then a place 
at the Moscow State Institute 
of International Relations, 
academy of the diplomatic filire. 

He became a probSge cf An- 
drei Gromyko, the hugely in- 
fluential and seemingly eternal 
Soviet foreign minister. Shev- 
chenko accompanied Nikita 
Khrushchev on his famous visit 
to America in I960, and from 
1963 to 1970 served at the So- 
viet mission to the UN. After 
three years in Moscow as a 
senior-aide to Gromyko, he re- 
turned as Under Secretary- 
General in 1973, aged just 43. By 
then he was -one of the bright- 
est stars of his diplomatic gen- 
eration, surely destined for a 


even deputy foreign minister. As 
a card-carrying member of the 
ncsnehldatura, he would - by So- 
viet standards - want for nothing. 

Shevchenko aban d o ned it 
alL One reason was mate rial , 

Stemming from a first ja mming 

glimpse of New York oh an ear- 
lier official mission in 1958: “I 
had seen photographs,” he 
wrote, "but nothing bad pre- 
pared me for the impact of the 
towering city on the horizon” 
(and, even more pertinently, of 
tbe plenty in its shops). From that 
moment, he was materially 
hooked on the West Spiritual- 
ty, the constraints and dishon- 
esties of the Soviet system, 
magnified for one who lived 
abroad, became too much to 
bear: In retrospect, SbeMfoenko’s 
defection was inevitable. 

Its actual importance has 
been much debated. Certainty, 



he does not rank with Col Oleg 
Penbovsky, or the KGB station 
chief in London, Oleg Gord- 
levsky, or even Igor Gouzenko, 
the cypher deck who fled from 
the Soviet mission in Ottawa in 
1945 carrying evidence of Mos- 
cow’s elaborate wartime spy 
rings in tie West and of bow 
America’s nndear secrets had 
been passed to Moscow. A nat- 
ural setf-promoterwith no doubt 
of hfe own talents, Shevchenko 
may moreover have parlayed the 
information he brought into 
rather more than it was. 

Nevertheless he was a no- 
table catch. During hfe service 
as an American “spy” at the 
UN, he passed over details of 
, Soviet policy on every major is- 
sue. As a lifelong specialist in 
arms control, Shevchenko pro- 
vided precious insight into So- 
viet negotiating strategy for the 
disarmament talks that stut- 
tered along in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s. Third, no de- 
fector has ever known as much 
about the high-level workings 
of the Soviet state, tbe inter- 
play between the Foreign Min- 
istry. the military and the 
omnipresent KGB. 

Ety the end of bis life, of 
course, most of this was an ir- 
relevance: The Soviet Union had 
vanished, and the man whose 
1985 autobiography, - Breaking 
WkhMoscow, had been an inter- 
national best-seller had been 
washed up, forgotten, on histo- 
ry's strand. When he died, he 
was labouring in obscurity on a 
study of Soviet foreign policy. 

But as a symbol of the de- 
cay of his country in its later 
years, few match Shevchenko. 
And he understood what lay 
ahead In June 1987, when MDe- 
laaxl Gorbachev was at the height 
of hfe powers, Shevchenko told 
an interviewer that the Soviet 
leader then beguiling the West 
was “a transitional figure, be- 
cause he still believes his glas- 
nost is compatible with a 
Leninist Socialist society. It is 
not What will be the political 
shape of Russia in tbe next cen- 
tury I cannot judge, but Com- 
munism there as a system is 
doomed” Shevchenko expected 
collapse might take a generation. 
It happened within four years. 

-. - Rupert Cornwell 


Shevchenko: a catch 


. Arkady Nticqhyevkh Shevchenko,. 
diplomat horn Gbrbvka, Ukraine II 
October 1930; three times married 
( one son, one daughter); t Bed Beth- 
esda, Maryland 2B February 1998 



The Malcolm Mitchell Trio, c!949: Mitchell, centre, with Teddy Broughton, right, and Johnnie Pearson 


Malcolm Mitchell 


IN 1948 Malcolm Mitchell be- 
came the first British musician 
to play with Duke HQmgton and 
earn money for doing so. In 
1933 the Duke of Windsor had 
insisted on sitting in on drums 
with the Ellington band when it 
visited Britain but he didn't get 
paid for it. 

Mfrcbell’s dfibut with Elling- 
ton was equally eccentric in its 
way. Throughout the Forties 
and into the Fifties the Musi- 
cians’ Union, then a brutish and, 
in tandem with the Ministry of 
Works, all-powerful fraternity, 
had a rule which termed Amer- 
ican musicians from playing in 
England. In 1948 the Dizzy 
Gillespie and Spike Jones or- 
chestras had had to cancel pro- 
jected tours and tbe onty way 
Elling ton was able to work 
there was as a variety act with- 
out hfe band. He played piano 
at the London Palladium and 
music halls in nine other dries 
with hfe trumpeter Ray Nance, 
allowed in as a dancer and thus 
“showbiz”, and his anger Kay 
Davis (girl singers weren’t 
banned - the union presumably 
didn’t regard them as musicians). 


A trio consisting of Mitchell 
on guitar, Jack FaHan, bass, and 
TGbny Crombie, drums, complet- 
ed the group and the American 
Variety reported, that the visit 
was “aq outstanding success”. 

While the union ban was in 
place the Mitchell Trio, now 
with Johnnie Pearson on piano 
and Teddy Broughton on bass, 
accompanied other bewildered 
American “variety artists” in- 
cluding Hoagy Carmichael and 
foe singer Maxine Sullivan when 
they toured in England. In 1948 
Mitchell was called on to play 
with Stdphane Grappelli and 
Django Reinhardt for an eight- 
week tour of Sweden. The trio’s 
first engagement was to open a 
new night-dub in Nice, only to 
find foe premises boarded up 
and foe promoter nowhere to 
be seen. Virtually penniless, 
they took to busking, and found 
a restaurant where they could 
play for meals and tips. After a 
few weeks they were heard by 
an official of the Monte Carlo 
Casino and played there for foe 
rest of the winter season, even 
doing a session for Prince 
Rainier at hfe palace. 


Mitchell was called on again 
by Ellington in October 1958 far 
an ATV broadcast. The pro- 
gyaramc,AikmlicShm'hoal, was 
produced by a company owned 
by the television presenter 
Hughie Green, and jazz en- 
thusiasts were outraged when he 
insisted on presenting it hims elf. 
The trio reassembled to play at 
last year's Ellington '97 Confer- 
ence in Leeds, and Mitchell took 
pan in panel discussions where 
he gave a graphic account of his 
experiences with Ellington. 

Although dedicated to jazz, 
Mitchell moved into more com- 
mercial music to earn hfe living, 
arranging foe music for foe fa- 
mous Hovis television com- 
mercials. He fought against foe 
tide when be formed a jazz- 
oriented big band in January 
1955. He lost a lot of money and 
broke the band up in 1956 
when his health deteriorated as 
a result of the strain. He re- 
formed the trio in 1957, work- 
ing often as accompanist to 
visiting stars and as a solo act 
in cabaret The trio appeared in 
Royal \toriety shows and pro- 
vided foe musical content fora 


long series of Kenneth Home's 
Round the Home radio show. 

Mitchell had hfe own televi- 
sion series on BBC and South- 
ern television and wrote foe 
music for Bob Monkhousc's 
Golden Silents television series. 
He eventually formed a group, 
Mitchell Monkhouse Associ- 
ates (MMA), for foe production 
of music and jingles, with 
Monkhouse and Hemy Howard. 
MMA was a pioneer in tbe pres- 
tige business conference field, and 
as foe publicity firm HPJCM 
designed the massive figures for 
foe Millennium Dome. 

Originally taught by foe gui- 
tar virtuoso Ivor Malraints. 
Mitchell had during foe middle 
Forties played in many re- 
spected bands including those 
led by Felix Mendelssohn, Don 
Bamgo, Johnny Franks, George 
Evans and Dick Katz. 

Steve Voce 

Mdaokn Mfefrdl guitarist, hoideader. 
ismposer and wcatisc bom London 
9 November 1926; three times mar- 
ried (three sons, one daughter, one 
stepson, one stepdaughter); (tied 
Bognor Regis, Sussex 9 March 1998. 


Joseph Darracott 


JOSEPH DARRAGOTE writer, 
art historian, editor, and mu- 
seum man, was a great servant 
of an. He left behind him, as a 
monument to his loyalty and 
devotion, some 50 issues of foe 
quarterly journal Museum 
News, 20 scholarly monographs, 
catalogues and foe like, and six 
¥books. 

He spent 14 hardworking 
years as Keeper of Art at the 
Imperial War Museum, from 
1969. At the same time, he be- 
came one of the original band 
of museum people who helped 
to found, in 1971, National 


Heritage, the organisation for 
support and promotion of mu- 
seums in Britain, and its Mu- 
seum of the Year Award (first 
awarded in 1973), which he 
continued to serve until hfe 
sudden death. 

In 1986, be took on the ed- 
itorship of Museum News, which 
has now gone through over 
100 numbers, and produced 
virtually all foe last 50 or so is- 
sues with very little help from 
anyone else. He was a wise and 
patient editor, not given to wild 
editorials, and had a good eye 
for articles worth commission- 


ing. The same qualities of in- 
tegrity, sanity, and balance, 
combined with a perceptive 
eye for detail, informed his 
many reports for the judges’ 
committee of the Museum of 
foe Year Award. His was fre- 
quently a voice of reason among 
more strident options. 

AD foal committee will have 
memories of Darracott which 
will be concentrated in his qui- 
et, rather shy, almost innocent 
charm. But his best memorial 
wfll be hfe six books. Hvo were 
useful studies of foe art by- 
products of war, The First World 


War in Plasters (1974) and A 
Cartoon War. the Second World 
War in cartoons (1990). TWo 
were invaluable additions to foe 
body of art criticism. Art Criti- 
cism (1991) and Letters from 
Artists (1997). Perhaps the most 
outstanding were his study The 
World of Quotes Picketts (1980), 
and England's Constable, a sym- 
pathetic short life which he 
wrote for foe Folio Sodely in 
1985. 

Joe Darracott was boro in 
1 934 and was educated at Brad- 
field College and Lincoln Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he read 


History from 1954. Hfe first post 
in the museum world, after 
completing his training at the In- 
stitut d’Art et d’Archdologie in 
Paris, was as Keeper of foe 
Rufoeraton Collection at Man- 
chester City Art Gallery from 
1961. In 1964 he took on a post 
at Hornsey College of Art as 
Lecturer in Art History: and his 
five-year tenure of service co- 
incided with foe famous sit-in, 
perhaps foe most prominent 
manifestation in England of 
foe revolutionary spirit which 
swept universities all over 
Europe in foe late Sixties. 


It was, perhaps, typical of 
him that bis personal reaction 
to this kind of turmoil was to be- 
come calmer and gentler and 
more thoughtful. Tb colleagues 
who came to know him in lat- 
er years, his temperament 
seemed almost saintly. He was 
loyal, patient, devoted to foe 
causes he served, and. one 
would have thought, almost 
impossible to quarrel with. 

John Letts 

Joseph Cobbouid Darracott, an 
historian and museum curator 
bom Aldershot, Hampshire 22 Feb- 



Darracott: voice of reason 

rvary 1934; married 1959 BrittMarie 
Holm (two sons, one daughter); died 
London 6 March 1998. 


Ian 

Dunn 


IAN DUNN was a pioneer for 
lesbian and gay human rights, 
remaining a central figure in 
the battle for homosexual 
equality - in Scotland and 
internationally - for 30 years. 

In the 1970s he took a lead- 
ing part in foe campaign to end 
foe total ban on gay sex in Scot- 
land (the 1967 law reform ap- 
plied only to England and 
Wales). With two other gay ac- 
tivists, be appealed to foe Eu- 
ropean Court of Human Rights. 

This appeal forced the issue on 
to foe public agenda, but was al- 
lowed to lapse when Robin 
Cook successfully amended 
foe Criminal Justice (Scotland) 
Act 1980, extending the 1967 
reforms north of foe border. 

Dunn was a co-founder in 
1969 of tbe Scottish Minorities 
Group, one of Britain’s earliest 
gay rights organisations. SMG 
held its inaugural meeting in foe 
front room of hfe parents' home 
in Glasgow. At the time of hfe 
death, from a heart attack, 
Dunn was the convenor of its 
successor organisation. Outright 
Scotland. Hfe most recent cam- 
paign was to amend the current 
Bill setting out foe powers of the 
Scottish Parliament, to ensure 
that its equal opportunities re- 
mit included ram-discrimination 
based on “sexual orientation 
and gender identity”. 

Bom into a staunch Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist fam- 
ily in Glasgow, and educated 
at Hilihead High School, 
Dunn went on to become first 
a meteorologist, and later a 
town planner. But he soon re- 
belled against hfe respectable 
pedigree. 

In 1974, he and Derek Ogg 
convened foe International Gay 
Righls Congress in Edinburgh 
- the first post-war conference 
of homosexual emancipation 
movements from around the 
world. This congress led to foe 
formation of the International 
Lesbian & Gay Association 
(Uga). Now a global federation 
of 400 gay rights groups in 60 
countries, Uga has played a 
pivotal role in getting gay equal- 
ity recognised as a human rights 
issue in international forums 
such as foe United Nations and 
foe Council of Europe. 

Dunn also played an im- 
portant role in launching 
Britain’s first national gay news- 
paper, Gay News . in 1972, anti 
was for many years editor of 
Gay Scotland magazine. He co- 
founded the Edinburgh Gay & 
Lesbian Community Cemr,. I.i 
1974, foe oldest centre of its 
kind in Britain. 

Ian Dunn was a long-time 
Labour Party and trade union 
activist '(in Nalgo and Unison), 
who hoped to win selection as 
a Labour candidate for the 
Scottish Parliament. A plan- 
ning officer with Edinburgh 
Council until he took early re- 
tirement, he was also a keen con- 
servationist, helping save from 
demolition Mansfi'* 1 ! Place 
Church in Edinburgh, with its 
magnificent murals by Phoebe 
Traquair Wilson. 

Peter Tatchell 

Ian Campbell Dunn, campaigner 
bom Glasgow I May 1943; died 
Edinburgh 10 March 1998. 
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Birthdays 

Lord Boston of Rmersbam GC. for- - 
mer chairman, TVS Entertainment, 
68; Mr Peter Brook, theatrical pro- 
ducer. 73; Dr Clark Brandin. former 
President. Tfempleton College, Ox- 
ford, 67; Mr Brian Gough, former 
football manager, 63; Mrs Ann 
Owyd MP. 61; Mr Timothy Dalton, 
actor, 52; Miss Otwen Davies, former 
Headmis tress. St Swithun’s School, 
Winchester, 72; Mr Michael Fbre- 
mn auth or and illustrator. 60; Mrs 
i lin Golding MB 65; Mr Roger 
Hammond, actor, 62; Protesor 
Richard Hare, philosopher, 79; Mr 
David Heathcoal-Amoiy MR 49: 
Mr Michael Heseltine MP, 65; Mr 
Antony Hopkins, composer and con- 
ductor, 77; Mr Frederic Horn* to- 
ner Chief Huong Master of foe 
Supreme Court, 81; Mr DandKji- 
ncy MP, 43; Mr Andy Love MP, 49; 
Miss Ann Mackay. soprano, 42; Sir 
Peter Main, former chatman 01 
Boots, 71 Mr \fed Mehta, author and 
journalist. 64; Barones Nicol, 
Deputy Speaker in the House of 
Lords, 75; « 

wnWc t and televnaon commentaiOT, 09; 
Sir John Palmer, former President, 
Law Society, 78; Sir Sta* 
Chairman. Port of London Author- 
ity and of the Automobile Assooa- 
tfon, 65; Maj-Gen Sir John Sjnnun. 

Lord-Lieutenant ofBmwicishire, 
t»- Mr Roner Whittaker, singer 
^^J^S-62;ProtesorRoger 
KamT Vice-Chancellor, Read- 
ing University. 56- 

MpDepuiy Speaker. House of 

Mr George BccSOT^g^ 

guitarist, 55; Mr Desmond 

’^jSJJahon, broadcaster, 49; Mr 
„ . - K ufaterwavs Board, ftC iw 
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iy Kay, former Vice-Chancel lo r, Ex- 
eter University, 79; Mr Werner 
Klemperer, actor, 79; Lord Lloyd- 
Webber, composer, 50; Mr Peter 
McEvoy, goHcr, 45; Mr Kad Malden, 
actor, 85; M Marcel Marceau, mime 
artist, 75; Mr Andrew Morris, High 
Commissioner to Tbnga, 59; Mr 
Stephen Nash, ambassador to Geor- 
gia, 56; Mr Alan Opie, baritone, 53; 
Mr Pick, former managing 

director, Heinemaxm. 81; Sir Lynden 


Bahamas, 68; Professor William 
Ritchie, Vice-Chancellor, Lanaister 

University, 5& Mr Paul Rogeir, ac- 
tor, 81; Mr Paul Schockemohle, 
show-jumper, 53; Mr WflHam Shat- 
ner, actor, 67; Mr Stephen Sondbdm, 
composerandlyriast. 68; Professor 
Sir Cohn Spedding, chairman, UK 
Register of Organic Food Standards 
Board, 73; Lord Stokes, former Res- 
ident, British Miss Mary 

Timm, actress, 48; Mr Leslie 
Thomas, author, 67; Admiral Sir 
Richard Thomas, former Black. Rod 
and Serjeant -a 1 -Arms, House of 
Lords, 6^ Professor Sir Leslie Turn- 
berg, frhatrman. Specialist Hairing 
Authority, 64; Miss Eanny Witeiman, 
pianist and teacher, 78; Professor 
David Wktson, Director, University 
Of Brighton, 49. 

Anniversaries 
TODAY. Births: Johann Sebastian 
Bach, composer, 1685. Deaths: Sir 
Michael Scudamore Redgrave, actor, 
1S85. On fob day: the London Plan- 
etarium opened, 1958. Today is the 
Feast Day of StEnda,St Bncheanod 
St Serapion of Thmiris. TOMOR- 
ROW: Births: Sir Anthony van 
Dyck, painter, 1599. Deaths: 
Thomas Caiew, poet, 1639. On this 
day: an attempt was made toabdnet 
Princess Anne in the Mall, London. 

1973. Tomorrow fa the Feast Day of 

St Basil of Ancyra, St Benvenuto of 
Osnnxj, St Deograrias, St Nicholas 
Owen, St Nicholes vnn Fine and St 
Paul of Narbonne. 


FAITH & REASON 

GodCo is not the answer to a pompous Synod 


The Church of England 
understands its key problem. ' 
But rt is about to propose 
the wrong solution, argues 
Andrew Brown 

THE MOST shocking thing about foe 
internal Synod memo leaked to yes- 
terday's Guardian is how clearly it is 
written; “We are a hostage to fortune 
on so many issues; our agenda is ter- 
minally tedious; we have become a 
refuge for the pedant, foe bureaucrat 
and the bore.” Here at last is a message 
from the Church which a nation can 
unite behind. So naturally they kept it 
confidential 

The author of foe memorandum is 
said to be Pete Broadbent, one of the 
two men passed ovm for foe job of Bish- 
op of Liverpool - Ibny Blafr apparentty 
thought they were insufficiently im- 
pressive to the outside world. So he has 
personal reasons for seeing the inade- 
quacies and limitations of the present 
system; but he does see deeply into 
them and has had a lot of experience 
of foe Synod's inner workings. In fact 
there is hardly anyone who would dis- 
agree with his diagnosis. One of foe 
most telling arguments that some of foe 


Church of England’s problems are 
structural rather than personal comes 
form foe fact that many of foe people 
who work for foe General Synod are 
intelligent, experienced and effective at 
their jobs. There are exceptions, but 
fewer than there used to be. The 
parish clergy, too, are often people of 
great gifts, thoughtfully used So how 
come all this energy and intelligence 
winds up in a swamp? 

The answer, agreed by everyone, is 
that foe pretensions of foe Synod, and 
indeed of establishment generally, 
no longer fit the sort of jobs people 
find themselves doing. The Church of 
England feels like a beleaguered 
voluntary society, and not like an es- 
sential expression of the nation’s 
spirituality. 

The contrast between pretension and 
performance comes up constantly at foe 
parish level, in all tbe innumerable de- 
cisions that must be made about who 
to many, how to baptise, and how to 
conduct funerals for a largely unbe- 
lieving congregation. But nowhere is it 
more chronic than at the General Syn- 
od, which spends hours, possibly cen- 
turies, administering things it no longer 
believes in. Something has gone dread- 
fully wrong with an organisation which 
greets visitors to its web page with foe 
message, “Every large active body of 
people needs a committee.” 


There have been two broad reactions 
to this paralysis. One is to withdraw 
from iL It is a commonplace that foe 
bishops of the Church of England are 
by and large among its least impressive 
clergy; but one reason for this is that 
the ones who might be impressive sim- 
ply don’t want the jobs any more. The 
bishops who are doing a constructive 
job seem to bave as little as possible to 
do' with the Synod and run their dio- 
ceses on a fairly flexible ad hoc basis. 
Yet even if you don't like the models 
of derision-making that tbe Church has, 
the fact remains that some central de- 
cisions have to be made and the Syn- 
od is a device of unparalleled efficiency 
for obstructing the process. This did not 
matter in a more authoritarian society, 
when bishops told dergy what to do and 
by and large they did it, with foe whole 
process funded by long-dead laity. 

So this leads to the second reaction, 
tony to modernise foe machinery. This 
has been a consistent concern of Dr 
Carey since he took office eight years 
ago and I don’t think that even his most 
persistent critics would fault his iden- 
tification of the problem. Tbe difficul- 
ty comes with foe proposed solution: 
it sometimes looks as if the Synod, an 
attempt to govern foe Church of Eng- 
land on foe model of a parliament, is 
to be replaced by GodCo. an attempt 
to govern foe Church as if it were a lean. 


hungry, thrusting corporation with 
outstanding growth prospects. 

I don't think there ean be any sen- 
sible objection to learning from the ef- 
ficiencies of the outside world. What’s 
worrying is foe assumption that mod- 
em businesses are efficient. But the 
business world can be a place of be- 
wildering incompetence, stupidity and 
waste; and when models of efficiency 
drawn from business practice arc ap- 
plied to organisations which have an es- 
sentially idealistic purpose, foe results 
can be absolutely disastrous. Look at 
foe BBC. Look at the NHS. 

The Church of England has actual- 
ly made a very good job of sorting out 
its financial mess without great insti- 
tutional change. It does have access to 
an enormous reservoir of lay compe- 
tence and goodwill which the Synod 
should embody. It may need less reform 
than it believes, ll certainly needs less 
public relations. The memorandum ar- 
gues for “mecfia-friendly bishops and ap- 
propriate spinning of stories” but this 
is ignorant and silty, press officers can't 
get away with behaving like Alistair 
Campbell and Charlie Whelan unless 
they have access to real power wifo which 
lo frighten people. The answer to Syn- 
od's gap between power and pretension 
is not to professionalise its pretension. 
Rather it is to ensure that it can exer- 
cise property foe few powers it needs. 
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heroine Margaret Thatcher admits to making - that of moving into the 
grey zone marked “when the time is right". 

That wfl] not satisfy Lord Tebbit, with his vivid comparison of Economic 
and Monetary 1 Union to the Titanic, nor Lord Shore, accusing Gordon Brown 
of trying to sell a “poison package" to the British people. 

It paves the way for a rapprochement with business leaders - except 
for Euro-sceptic millionaire Paul Sykes, who is paying an opera singer 
to serenade the Chancellor and bis fellow ministers with “Land of Hope 
and Glory". But most businesses would probably prefer to deal with a 
Labour Government that was more constructively engaged with the euro 
currency zone. 

None of this, however, is nearly enough- Mr Hague urgently needs a 
bigger theme with which to transcend the divisions of his party and the 
apathy of the majority' of the public. 

Luckily, Mr Blair’s softly-softly approach to Europe provides him with 
precisely such an opportunity. Why should the Tories not seize the rhetoric 
of a People's Europe and make it their own? Why not outflank Labour by 
proclaiming the goal of a democratic Europe? After all, as a party of re- 
cent government, they know all about how the institutions of the Euro- 
pean Union are governed by deals and trade-offs behind closed doors. The 
one criticism that supporters and opponents of European integration agree 
on is the “democratic deficit" - that the ELTs ruling bodies are too remote 
from the continent’s peoples. 

The sceptics are right to point out that the Danish government went 
on holding refereudums on Maastricht until it got the “right" answer (they 
have another one shortly on the Amsterdam treaty revisions). They are 
right to point out that the German people are opposed to the euro. 

There is no doubt that the European Parliament is a deeply flawed de- 
mocratic assembly. Far all the brave talk about opening up the Council of 
Ministers, it remains an obscure scries of dosed meetings. 1 

The People’s Europe theme is consistent with moderate Etiro-scepticism. 
A truly democratic Europe would have hesitated for much longer over a 
single currency. It would have had a long and open debate over the extent 
to which the European Central Bank should be under political controL 

U is not too late to propose a new constitution for Europe: far from 
iL With the imminent end of the Helmut Kohl Era, and the expansion of 
the EU by up to 10 more members, now is precisely the time, especially 
for a party freed from the constraints of office, to move boldly beyond an ■< 
acceptance of the state of Europe as it is. 

Labour seems to have settled too easily into the technocratic consen- 
sus of Brussels cabals, with simultaneous translation. If theTbfies show nnag- 
inaiion, they have the chance to lead the European argument once aga in . 


PICTURE OF 


EDITOR; ROSIE BOYCOTT: EDITOR IN CHIEF: ANDREW MARR 
DEPUTY EDITOR 1 CHRIS BLACKHURST 
ADDRESS; 1 CANADA SQUARE. CANARY WHARF. LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 293 2000 OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 293 2435 OR 0171 345 2435 

THf INDETENDENT ON THE INTERNET*. WWW.INDEPENDENT.CO.LIK 


Hague can save the 
People’s Europe 


UP AND down Lhe country, thousands of people are angry. So angry that 
many of them will converge on York this weekend to protest, rally, con- 
demn, wave banners and hear angry speeches. What is it this time? Not fox 
hunting or beef on the bone, but the single European currency. Oh that, 
vou might say. Whatever happened to the euro? It prompted the late James 
Goldsmith to make “the most important video you will ever watch", deliv- 
ered free to millions of homes in the run-up to the election. It was about 
sovereign tv. our future as an independent nation state, the end of a thou- 
sand years' of history. It was the issue which split the most successful par- 
ty in the democratic world from top to bonom, forced a sitting prime minister 
to beg his own party not to “bind his hands" in Lhe middle of an election 
campaign, and sent the Conservatives crashing to humiliating defeat 

Then ... well, then it went quieL Tony Blair’s strategy has been to send 
the issue to sleep, bathed in the soothing balm of pragmatism and a will- 
ingness to join in principle - but not yet. Meanwhile, Toiy wishful think- 
ing that the project was bound to go belly-up before E-day has evaporated, 
with the Big Moment now only nine months away. 

William Hague's dilemma is now acute: big business, which has long 
been his party's core source of funding, broadly welcomes the euro. Lit- 
tle England, which has long been his party’s ideological bedrock, swears 
to die in the last ditch holding out against iL They are gathering under the 
banner of the Ami- Maastricht Alliance and the slogan “Save Our Pound" 
to lobby European finance ministers in York today. 

When Mr Hague became leader the party yearned for clarity, so he went 
with the Little Englanders. But now that gamble looks an increasiiigly shaky 
bet for the long term. And be has found himself tied in knots over the word- 
ing of the policy: opposed to joining the single currency for 10 years, op- 
posed for two parliaments, opposed at the next election. The ultras do not 
like it because they are against the euro in principle and for always. Busi- 
nesses do not like it because they do not want to get left behind. And the 
general public do oot understand it. 

U is clearly lime for the Conservatives to find a new approach. The stage 
was set by Mr Hague’s unlikely advance guard, Michael Portillo. Last year 
he was used to trail caring Conservatism before Mr Hague's conference 
speech. Last weekend he sounded like a Private Eye parody apology on 
David Frost's soft sofa. He may have given the impression, he almost said, 
that supporters of the euro were wicked federalists plotting to take away 
Britons' birthright by stealth. He now wished to make it dear that be “re- 
spected the point of view" of those who believe the euro will unite Eu- 
rope and avoid future wars. He still disagreed with it, but “if that is the 
enterprise they have embarked upon, I wish them well." 

This week the dements of a new policy were floated in the press. It was 
suggested that Mr Hague would drop any fixed timetable for opposition 
to the euro and set out instead the tests for membership. In addition, he 
would shelve the idea of a referendum of party members on the issue. Con- 
spicuously, none of this was contradicted by the Tory leader’s speech to 
small business people yesterday. 

The question is: is this a plausible strategy? Our answer, not really. For 
the rag-bag of the Anti-Maastricht Alliance, it is a simple sell-out It does 
not matter how tough and impractical Mr Hague's criteria are, merely by 
setting out the conditions under which he would support Britain’s theo- 
retical entry into monetary union, he would be repeating the one error their 






100-year-old habit: the nuns of Tyburn Convent celebrate the centenary of their order, formed in Paris in 1898 and established in London in 1901 
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Probation works 

“PRISON WORKS", the “fatuous 
slogan" so elegantly demolished by 
your leading article (“Why our pris- 
ons are not working", 20 March) dam- 
aged more than the prison system. 

Although public thinking about 
punishment is beginning perceptibly 
to change, probation-run sentences 
are still trying to recover from the 
damage done to their credibility in 
the last five yeara as “prison works" 
effectively marginalised and dis- 
missed all else. Prison and probation' 
were deliberately set up in opposi- 
tion, rather than being seen as dif- 
ferent punishments in the same 
spectrum of disposals to be used by 
judges and magistrates. 

Probation services supervise 
about 30,000 more offenders than go 
through prisons in the course of a 
year, and usually for much longer pe- 
riods. Granted, these offenders are 
usually less dangerous to the public 
but they are often more prevalent 
and their offending is no less in- 
tractable. Without claiming absolute 
success, results show that reoffend- 
ing is reduced, victims are spared and 
the offender is given an improved 
chance of going straight 

These sentences are neither soft 
(about six million hours of unpaid 
work is carried out tty offenders on 
community service per year) nor with- 
out discipline (between 20 and 30 per 
cent of those who breach their orders 
are briskly removed to prison). 

Probation also provides the pro- 
grammes that accord with the new 
catchphrase as “tough on the causes 
of crime": unemployment, drinking, 
drug-taking, educational under- 
achievement, degenerating moral 
standards and outright selfishness. 

The probation service works to 
serve the justice system and the vic- 
timised public We need more cham- 
pions who are prepared to come 
forward to nail their colours to this 
constructive, if non-populist, mast 
MARYHONEYBALL 
General Secretary 
Association of Chief Officers of 
Probation 
London El 
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EU’s undeserving poor 

THE announcement this week tty 
Monika. Wtilf Marines, European 
Commissioner for Regional Policy 
and Cohesion, about changes in 
EU funding (“Britain to lose EU aid 
to regions", 19 March) divides the 
people of Europe into the deserving 
poor and the undeserving poor. It 
would appear that we in the UK fell 
into the second category. 

The UK is the fourth poorest 
country in the EU and one of the 
largest net contributors to its funds. 
To date the Commission has allo- 
cated resources according to need. 
However, following publication of 
the draft regulations, it appears that 
richer EU regions may stand to ben- 
efit at the expense of other regions 
with equally important economic and 
social problems. 

The UK is being penalised be- 
cause of its lower levels of unem- 
ployment. In fact, financial 
assistance to support job creation 
should be given to the poorest re- 
gions and they are those with the 
lowest gross domestic product 
(GDP). South Yorkshire has been 
hi ghlig hted as one such area where 
declining heavy industry has had a 
severe impact. However, there are 
other areas which have equally se- 
vere problems and yet seem to be 
offered no help and are to remain 
excluded from the benefits of EU 
membership. 

The Isle of Wight is one such 
area. Our GDP is 64 per cent of the 
EU average. This is lower than 
South Yorkshire, Merseyside and 
Cornwall. Our unemployment fig- 
ure of 9.9 per cent is the highest in 
the south east. Wages on the island 
are 16 per cent below the national 
average. 

The Government must act to 
ensure that we do not remain in pic- 


turesque poverty as the “undeserv- 
ing poor” .of Europe. 

S COWLEY 

Deputy Leader and Chairman 
Econanic Development Committee 
Isle ofWigfu Council 
Newport, Isle of Wight 

Radioactive food 

YOU report (“Britain’s radioactive 
lobsters upset Norway”, 19 Match) 
Michael Meachefs confidence that 
radioactive foodstuffs pose no threat 
to health. 

Mr Meacher gets his advice from 
the National Radiological Protection 
Board, who believe that internal ra- 
diation can be understood in terms 
of a crude “average dose" model; 
NRPB's belief tests on that of the In- 
ternationa] Co mmissi on on Radio- 
logical Protection; ICRP's rests on 
studies of disease in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki survivors - people ex- 
posed to external radiation. These 
studies have fatal flaws. 

Fust, Professor Alice Stewart 
has shown that the radiation resis- 
tance of the A-bomb survivors is oot, 
as ICRP assume, typical of the pop- 
ulation at large. Second, the studies 
are silent about the health effects of 
interna] radiation. 

These and other weaknesses show 
that the officially accepted model is 
not scientifically secure, yet it is used 
to estimate the risks of discharges 
from nudear plant like SeHafiekl, and 
of letting nudear waste be recycled 
into consumer goods under the new 
European Basic Standards Directive. 
Predictably, those risks are judged to 
be “below r^ulatory concern” so the 
consumer will not be informed and 
will have no choice. 

Mr Meacher says “there is never 
room for ramplacency”, but when 
abundant evidence of gsnetic damage 
at very low doses was reported to the 


European Parliament in February 
neither the UK government nor 
NRPB was represented, and neither 
rite UK nor the EU is ftmdn^g research 
into this field. Complacency is rife. 
RICHARD BRAMHALL 
. Co-ordinator 

Low Level Radiation Campaign 
Llandrindod, Powys - 

Dividing by three 

WHATEVER method the Dean of 
WestminsterAbbey uses to separate 
the sheep who come to pray from the 
goats who come to gawp, it will not 
be by triage (“Pray or pay at Abbey”, 
19 March). For that, as its name sug- 
gests, is the dividing into threes: orig- 
inally of coffee beans into those of 
the best quality, middling or broken; 
and, more recently, of patients 
caught up in a medical emergency 
into those whose lives can be saved 
by rapid treatment, those who can 
wait a while and those alas for 
whom no treatment will avail. 

Incidentally, it may be that once 
upon a time a trial was a necessary 
process only for the third das of in- 
divi duals neither obviously guilty nor 
obviously innocent. 

ROSSKESSEL 
Malborough, Dewn 

Foreign Office blunders 

NOBODY should blame Robin 
Cook for his real or alleged blunders 
in IsueL Ministers act mostly on the 
advice of their officials. 

In 199L John Major, during a vis- 
it to the USSR, was not allowed by 
the Foreign Office to meet the fad- 
er of the opposition, Boris Yeltsin, 
who a few months later was elected 
president. It was a monumental 
blunder by the FCO “advisers". 
OLEGGORDEEVSKY 
London WC2 


LETTER^-om THE EDITOR 


THE Chancellor’s annual Budget speech is one 
of those events that mark the newspaper year. In 
the diary for months, lots of build-up, everyone 
from staff to contacts to friends claiming to know 
what be will say, then the silence while he 
speaks, followed by a mad, exhilarating dash to 
produce the paper on time, to dissect, explain, 
analyse every single thing he said. 

This year, as in previous years. 77:? Indepen- 
dent did not produce one newspaper for the morn- 
ing after the Budget but effectively two: a 20-page 
section poring over Gordon Brown's words; and 
our normal “non-Budget” paper, foil of the oth- 
er news that day. It was frantic and hair-raising - 
not least when I was told, with less than an hour 
to go before deadline, that our computers were 
finding it hard to cope with the information rush 
and were slowing down - but we got there. 

While the Budget is a fixture in the calendar 
it is also one of the ways in which a newspaper 
can be judged. How did we do? How did our cov- 
erage compare with om rivals? The answer to both; 
I am delighted to say, was brilliantly. No obvious 
howlers, no gaping holes, no sense of getting the 
balance wrong. Mind, it was touch and go. When 


Mr Brown sat down we realised that thunk* to 
the insistent prodding of his anonymous “friends” 
in Whitehall we had schemed in page 4 of the Bud- 
get section for pensions, ready for a major an- 
nouncement But, of pensions, barely a whisper. 
It was that sort of Budget a lot of nudges and 
winks beforehand but little to set the pulse rac- 
ing on the day. 

ONE AREA where the Chancellor did send the 
right sort of signal was the environment - but not 
to the satisfaction of all our readers. On the morn- 
ing after the Budget, one reader rang in to com- 
plain that Mr Brown must have something 
against tall people. I'm not against environ- 
mentally friendly cars, he said, but I can’t pack 
a 6ft 4in body into an eco-friendly Mini Metro. , 
The call made me realise what it must like to be 
the Chancellor, confronted by every minority In- 
terest going, lobbied on all fronts, constantly re- 
minded by anxious civil servants to examine all 
the pitfalls. At least in a newspaper, we can try 
and address roost people's views and problems 
but to actually take decisions that directly affect 
how many pounds they have in their pockets and 


even what- car they should drive, must be hell - 
yet Mr Brown gives the impression of being in 
his element. Hmrnm ... 

THE BIG news of the week was that the Gov- 
ernment has now pronounced that men are no 
longer the official family breadwinners. This re- 
alisation, revealed in The Independent - we re- 
garded it as so important as to put it at right of 
the top of the front-page in our “hamper" across 
seven columns -should herald a bright new dawn 
for all working mothers, of which 1 am one. Yet, 
what did we see in the Budget speech just hours 
previously? May little to improve the lot of women 
struggling on their own to raise children and to 
hold down jobs. It is all very well for a male- 
dominated Government to notice a social phe- 
nomenon that many of us have known for years. 
Whether it will actually translate into meaning- 
ful reform of a system that still reflects a bygone 
age, when the man went to work and the little 
woman stayed at home is quite a different mat- 
ter. I wait to be impressed, Tony and Gordon. 

ROSIE BOYCOTT 


K 


No ordinary Chancellor 

ANDREW MARR is quite right to 
object to the torment that spin doc- 
tors inflicted on the Chancellor in or- 
der to make him look aware of 
families, children and their needs be- 
fore his Budget (“Playing happy 

•famili es is not the way to the nation’s 
heart", 17 March). 

Surely Gordon Brown’s en- 
tourage should have understood by 
now that they have a sulky, pouting 
star on their hands. All they realty 
have to do is let him slowly work his 
magic on the voters, who will soon 
dome to love him as Heathcliff 
rather than Cliff Richard. 

The same sort of mistake was 
made once before with a national 
celebrity, when Laurence Olivier 
was cast in a West End play entitled 
Semi-Detached in which he was re- 
quired to play “an ordinary bloke". 
As the critics and public agreed, 
Olivier could do anything- anything 
- but be ordinary. 

MAUREEN GREEN 
London S\V1 

Pitt’s income tax 

DESPITE what William Houston 
says (Budget Bite, 18 March), In- 
come Tax has not been with us ever 
since 1799. Pitt abandoned it almost 
immediately because of technical 
problems. He reintroduced it soon 
afterwards. It was in fact withdrawn 
after ^terloo; then brought in 
once again in 1842. It’s been with us 
ever since then. 

ROBERT DAVIES 
London SE3 

Murder, rape and hunting 

STAN ROSENTHAL asserts (letter, 
17 March) that bunting is in the same 
category as paedophilia, rape and 
murder. It is in fact extremely sim- 
ple to distinguish between them. 
Murder, rape and child abuse all in- 
volve objective harm to an uncon- 
senting human being. Hunting does 
noL It really is as simple as thaL 
JONATHAN JONES 
Oxford 
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I would be happy to see the 
Devil’s buttermilk banned 
from society — Ian Paisley 
MP on Draught Guinness 

I hang a sarong on the 
gatepost, so people should 
know if I am there. With luck, 
they will just see steam rising 

from the grass — Rupert 1 

Grey, lawyer; whobathesina 
tub near a "right to roam" path 

K I am gwen the privilege of 

becoming the fust 

Mayor 

of London HI never write 

P^-nahly 
in the Prime Minister-, ca^ y 

the unr ead book — William 
Hue*. Toy leader, on the 
POStSudget Treasury document 
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Just suppose I looked like 
Leonardo DiCaprio ... 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

ON THE PROS AND 
CONS OF LOOKISM 


WHAT would have happened to me, I 
wonder, if I had been as beautiful as 
Leonardo DiCaprio? 

I don't mean the film-star thing, Fm 
just talking about how my life might have 
been different if, instead of looking like 
this (dear reader, please supply your own 
mental arrow to the picture above), 1 had 
looked like this (now create your own 
mental picture of luscious Leonardo, in 
the unlikely event that there isn’t already 
one somewhere in the pages of this 
Saturday edition). What village sex god 
lies buried here? 

Let's stait at age 10. In the third and 
fourth years at Gospel Oak primary 
school, as the Beatles sang Love Me Do 
(and the Rolling Stones belted out the - 
to us - incomprehensible Let's Spend The 
Night Together), all the boys in my class 
were rated by the girls, from Number 
One downwards, on personal lists. The 
chief criterion for a high placing was a 
pre-pubescent version of fanciahility - 
what the Americans call “cuteness” - 
though pre-feminist caprice played its 
part too, forpinalely. t • - " . , - 

These lists were prepared once a 
week, ruthlessly, for two years. That 
made about 60 lists in all. And 1 came 
top just once, one golden week when 
caprice won out over cute. Otherwise, I 
hovered around 10 - above the obese 
and one-eyed, but well below the sex 
gods. On a par with Edward Fosbrook. 
No; badly dressed, large featured and 
scowly, I was always more in demand for 
quizzes than for kisses. 

Nor was 1 ever interfered with by 
strange men. The rather mild perverts 
who hid behind trees on Hampstead 
Heath in the Saties, camouflaged in 
gaberdine, left me well alone. They were 
simply not that desperate. I was always 
slightly offended by this, although, like 
being a milk monitor, it was only because 
1 hadn’t been asked - not because 1 
actually wanted the job. 

Now, if I bad looked like Leonardo ... 


I would have been top of those lists every 
single time. Their publication would have 
held no tenors for me at alL And every 
gaberdine from the Lido to Jack Straw's 
Castle, would have opened at my 
approach. But let's move oo~ 

And let’s skip adolescence. Being 
asto n i shing l y good looking in an all-boys 
comprehensive school is of limited 
benefit. The only quality that is truly 
valued there is a bone-headed 
athleticism. I guess Miss Hmroable, the 
gorgeous blonde teacher who once, 
unwisely, confided mild details of her 
life to Cosmopolitan, might have taken 
more notice of me. That’s it, though. 

But now we- reach the part where it 
really matters. And can I get one thing 
clear? When I was Leonardo’s age, I was 
no fatter than he is now; 1 did not 
discover food until 1 was 25. Still, I was 
not often going to be able to persuade 
beautiful young women into bed with me 
by virtue of my looks alone. Other 
talents had to be put on display, other 
tactics deployed. Seduction, for the 
unfair of face, is a branch of the arts. It 
involves timing ; sensitivity and - above 
ah -speech. Most of us learn to become 
Cyranos. 

So, I compensated. 1 wooed with 
words and diffidence. 1 cajoled. Above 
all I constructed a self of Immense 
sweetness, strength, humour and - 
reliability. If you can't fancy this man’s 
face, the message went, at least check . : 
him out as a father to your unborn 
children. Sometimes I begged. ' r ' . 

Mostly, however, I foiled. No, that's 
wrong. Mostly, I didn’t bother even 
trying (which was sometimes- 
paradaxkahy - a very effective come-on). 
And if ever I did succeed, 1 behaved (on 
the whole) with a decorous regard that 
shouted to my pretty partner, “Thank 
you for having me. And please, please let 
me come again.” I tried. 

Ah, but wbat if I had looked like 
Leonardo? If a teeny leer or suggestive 
smile had been enough to furnish my 
student bedroom or bachelor house with 
the nubility of British womanhood? 

Would I have tried then? Would I have 
displayed such elaborate - and 
functionally unnecessary - regard for the 
feelings of my partners? Would I bell. If 
every ticket you buy wins the lottery, why 
spend any time on choosing the 
numbers? That's what I always say. 

So, young Leonardo DiAaronovitch 
probably does not become a writer. And, 
aha! We move on to middle age, and by 
now I am probably ahead. I have settled 
down with a woman who is (by common . 
consent) much better looking than I am. 
Brighter, too. But how might my 
Leonardo self hiave fared? He - I’m ” 2 * 
fairly sure - would be on his third 
marriage, leaving a trail of maladjusted 
children and vengeful ex-wives, all of 
whom simultaneously hate and adore 
him, flapped into wedlock by a ruthless 
model at 26, it is all downhill from there. 
By the time we are both 45, 1 will be loads 
happier than my Leonardo alter ego. 

And yet A few minutes ago I took the 
lift down from the offices of the 
Independent to the concourse where they 
sell coffees of the most complex kinds. 
There were three young; okay-looking 
women and me. Fbr 18 floors, and 
through three swing doors, we travelled 
together. And not one of them so much 
as glanced at me. I was invisible. 

But Leonardo would not have been 
ignored. One would have smiled at him, 
one would have blushed, and the third 
would have brushed bis thigh with hers. 
Bastard. 


We have ways to make sure that 
your genes become your destiny 


The world depicted 
in the cautionary 
film, Gattaca, is not 
far away, but says 
Tom Wilkie, we 
can still choose a • 
different future 


I share a genetic defect with the 
lead character of Cattaca, the 
film about DNA-based dis- 
crimination which went on gen- 
eral release yesterday. It’s a 
common condition, usually re- 
garded as trivial, but I've always 
been sensitive about it. In the 
Orwellian world of Cattaca, set 
in the not-too-distant future, 
people like me would not be al- 
lowed. Or rather, we would be 
allotted a lowly place in the so- 
. rial and economic rungs of so- 
ciety, consigned by our genetic 
make-up to an untouchable 
caste: 

Gattaca is a cool, stylish 
thriller set in a society where 
people have come to believe 
.. that DNA is destiny - (hat our 
futures can be mapped out in 
our genes. There is certainty 
- precedent for that: no less a per- 
son than Jim Watson, the co- 
discoverer of the double helix 
of DNA itselfl told Time mag- 
azine m 1989, “Ws used to think 
our destiny was in the stars. 
Now we know it’s in our genes.” 

Into this society comes an 
impostor, Vincent Freeman, 
whose life ambition is to trav- 
el into space on a mission to Ti- 
tan, the largest of Saturn's 
moons. But Vincent was con- 
ceived in the American way, in 
the back seat of a car, and the 
roll of the DNA dice has left 
him short of tire genetic gold 
standard required of astro- 
nauts. No efforts he can make 
by himself will remove the 
modem marks of Cain.. . 

By the time of his younger 
brother, however, their parents’ 
passion is under control and 
they conceive lots of embryos 
by in-vitro fertilisation (JVF), 
selecting only the genetically 
most healthy for implantation 
into the mother’s womb. Gat- 
taca is a world of designer ba- 
bies, achieved not by 
sophisticated genetic engi- 
neering, but by a plausible ex- 
tension afwbai is already being 
practiced. In Britain today, 
some embryos conceived 
through IVF are already hav- 
ing their genes checked and se- 
lectively implanted. This 
pre-implantation diagnosis is 
being carried out tinder strict 
regulation (in this country at 
least) and for the most hon- 
ourable of motives. Some 
mothers at risk of having boys 
with the devastating genetic dis- 
order Dncbenne Muscular Dy- 
strophy have elected to have 
only female embryos implant- 
ed because the disorder, like 
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Are we heading towards a world m which people can be labelled ‘in-valid’ because their DNA isn’t up to part 


haemophilia, is expressed only 
in males. 

But in a little noticed speech 
just before Christmas, one of 
this country’s outstanding ge- 
neticists, Professor Peter Good- 
fellow, told a meeting of the 
Genetic Interest Group (the 
support organisation for fami- 
lies with genetic disorders) that 
it might be possible within 20 
years to read out not just a few 
disease-related genes during 
pre-implantation Hingnreig but 
an embryo’s entire genetic 
make-up - blue eyes, fair hair, 
the lot. And not only would it 
be possible, it would be cheap. 
Science, it would appear, will 
imitate ait. 

In the film , to subvert the 
system and realise his ambition 
to “slip the surly bonds of 
Earth to touch the face of 
God”, Vincent colludes with a 
champion athlete, Jerome, to 
use samples of Jerome's DNA 
to deceive the oppressive and 
all-pervasive identity checks. 
Vincent wears a pad containing 
Jerome’s blood on his forefin- 
ger to beat the entry system to 
the space headquarters. Staff 
have to pass daity through turn- 
stiles that automatically take a 
minute blood sample from a fin- 
ger-prick and produce a DNA- 
fingerprint to check identity. 

Here, art is imitating politics. 
In July 1996, Hank Field, now 
junior minister in the Depart- 
ment of Social Security, wrote 
a polemic in the Sunday Mirror 
advocating that benefits 
claimants should be genetical- 
ly fingerprinted so as to avoid 
social security fraud: “Your 
number’s up! Why DNA test- 
ing can beat the welfare cheats”. 

Jerome was bom with all the 
best genes, but they did not pro- 
tect him from a road accident 
that left him crippled, wheel- 
chair-bound, and without a 
role in this brave new wodd. He 
fulfils his destiny vicariously by 
selling his genetic samples to 


Vincent who officially becomes 
Jerome (who retreats to use his 
middle name. Eugene - a pun 
on eugenics me aning “well- 
born”). The name’s hand-over 
is symbolic (Jerome "v-are “sa- 
cred name”) and the film's ti- 
tle too is a pun. deriving from 
the four key chemicals in DNA 
- guanine, adenine, thymine, 
and cysto&ine- whose acronym 
spells (TTCA. 

As the relationship between 
Vincent/Jerome and Jcrome/- 
Eugene grows beyond a mer- 
cantile one, questions of 
identity arise. In a society based 
on genetics, who is the real 


sociologists of science Dorothy 
Nelkin and Susan Lin dec. For 
page after page after page, 
they catalogue the obsession 
that contemporary culture has 
with genes and DNA. 

Gattaca is a modem moral- 
ity play on the errors of genet- 
ic determinism. Equally we 
should avoid the trap of tech- 
nological determinism - of 
thinking that such a stylish but 
oppressive future is inevitable. 
For the truth is that such con- 
sequences are dependent not 
only on the scientific research 
but also upon the public poli- 
cy response of society. If we or- 


Genes are not destiny, but they 
could become so if everyone 
starts believing that they are 


Jerome? The individual who 
passes through the tumstfle 
every morning or the man 
whose DNA profile passes the 
turnstiles? And wbat happens 
to sexual relationships in such 
a society? In one scene, people 
queue up to have DNA samples 
analysed -single strands of hair 
from potential lovers and part- 
ners - including one woman 
who has her lips swabbed to 
analyse the DNA of the man 
she kissed 20 minutes earlier, 
to see if she should take the re- 
lationship arty further. Anoth- 
er nice touch is the helical 
staircase in the apartment 
shared by Vincent/Jerome and 
Jerome/Eugene. 

Genes are not destiny, but 
they could become so if every- 
one starts believing that they 
are. Anyone who thinks the 
mindset of the world of Gatta- 
ca a tad implausible should turn 
to the excellent little book. 
The DNA Mystique -the gene as 
a cultural icon by the American 


dered society differently then 
we could have the benefits of 
gene discovery- freedom from 
the suffering imposed by ge- 
netic disease - without the de- 
. merits portrayed in this film. 

Does making this society’s 
problem absolve the geneticists 
of responsibility? It is unrea- 
sonable. in my view, to expect 
scientists whose expertise may 
be in, say, molecular biology 
also to have the expertise in (he 
historical and social sciences 
necessary to form a judgement 
about the wider consequences 
of their research. Some may 
wish to express a view as con- 
cerned individual citizens; some 
may not. 


But that is not the end of the 
matter. Next week, the Well- 
come Trust wBI announce a pro- 
gramme to spend £I5m over the 
next five years examining the 
sorts of issues raised fictional- 
ly by Gattaca. Half the money 
will go on bringing such ethical 
issues to public attention. Two 
plays for secondary schools 
have already piloted the initia- 
tive: 77ie Gift , on genetics; and 
Cracked on mental health. 

The rest will go on research 
into the social and public pol- 
icy consequences of biomedical 
advance, including under- 
standing public attitudes and 
the values that inform public 
judgements on moral accept- 
ability. The outputs of this re- 
search programme should help 
inform decision-makers at all 
levels about the appropriate 
policies to pursue in the light 
of developments in the labo- 
ratories and hospital clinics. 

Most of the recent contro- 
versial scientific discoveries - 
DoOy for example - were the 
fruits of years of scientific re- 
search. Exploring their impli- 
cations for society merits as 
serious an effort in social and 
poll tty research, rather than 
sound-bites and media pundil- 
ry. That research may not lead 
to “the” answer, but it wfll map 
out some possible futures. Then 
it is up to society to decide. 

And as for my genetic de- 
fect? That is a matter for me 
and my family. We do not live 
in the world of Gattaca. Yet. 

Dr Tom Wilkie heads the bio- 
medical ethics section at the 
Wellcome Trust 


Arise, you barons of the regions and the cities 



TREVOR 
• PHILLIPS 

FAIR SHARIS OF 
THE NATIONAL PIE 
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ked us all info a fun S le , kin § 
inly real remaining badge of 
£ is your telephone area 
io prevent any development 
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and the like. But they then spend every 
waking moment trying to sell us fur- 
ther exotic uses for fibre optic cables. 

Do they think of the huge cost to 
phone subscribers when they make 
these decisions? This is not just about 
reprinting a few sheets of fragrant 
lavender notepaper. It is about telling 
eight milli on mothers, ten times each, 
that the number has changed. It is' 

about the number of times you dial the 
wrong code and get that especially ir- 
ritating voice telling you that you must 

dial again and you won’t be charged. 
It is about the fact that whatever your 
new area code is, some estate agent 
will tell the newspapers that it’s deepty 
unfashionable. And 3bove all it is 
about Whitehall’s determination to 

stop us identifying too dosety with the 

regions in which we live. 

However, there is a silver lining. 
Labour, though centralist by instinct, 
had a decentralising manifesto, to 
which it must, sometime, pay some at- 
tention. Even the phone conq»nies are 

being brought into line. London, trag- 
ically divided between the 0171s and 
0181 five years ago, will once again be 
reunited -ironically just about the time 
that the capital elects Richard Bran- 
son or somebody else Mayor of Lon- 
don. Perhaps the new Mayor will get 
io receive his fiat phone call of con- 
gratulations from the Prime Minister 

of Scotland, who will ,ifhe is wise, be 

very nice indeed to his newly elected 
regional colleague. Other powerhouse 
ci tv-r egions - Cardiff in Wales, Man- 
chesteTin the North-TOsst, Birming- 
ham in the Midlands can soon expect 


to elect thefr own regional bosses. And 
this will not only change local gov- 
ernment; it will change the dynamics 
of national government too. 

That’s because, as the Balkanisa- 
tion of Britain picks up pace, the 
barons who lead the city regions of the 
UK will want to rewrite the Magna 
Carta. In tins respect, the pre-eminent 
baron in the land will be the Mayor 
of London. He or she will represent 
a third of the UK’s economic power, 
die south-east has nearly a quarter of 
the population, and is the most dy- 
namic region in Europe. This power- 
house provides more than £6bn 
pounds worth of subsidy to the rest of 
the nation each year, according to a 
study by the distinguished economist 
Douglas McWilliams, 

No less a figure that Ken living- 
stone alluded, this week to the Scot- 
tish deficit with London. He wants 
London’s new government to insist on 
getting its dosh back, even if it means 
defying national government; actual- 
ly I suppose Ken would like it back er- 

pedaUy if it meant defying a Labour 
Prime Minister. The argument for this 
reverse redistribution is that the mon- 
ey London gives away at the behest of 
national government could go a long 
way to solving the investment problems 

besetting London Transport, which has 

to defend a lumbering, dirty, iechno- 
kgkalty outdated undogroond service. 

John Hescott, who happens to be in 
charge of transport, as well as region- 
al policy, narrowed the options for the 
putative Mayoryesierday by proposing 
a mfld verson of thesortofsefl-offthat 


the previous government so loved. He 
is looking fbr private investors to buy 
the tracks, while the public sector (pre- 
sumably the new London government) 
holds on to passenger services. I would 
be surprised to see the private sector 
rushing to take on the tracks without 
the right either to force up ticket prices 
or to develop the enormously valuable 
sites around major tube stations. But it's 
a startThe true test of whether this strat- 
egy works will be if it delivers a few new 
stations in the transport desert known 
as South London. 

Of course, the basic point is that 
this sort of policy should not be com- 
ing from the mouth of the Deputy 
Prime Minister at all; be should not 
have to wony about the fate of any one 
region, even one as important as 
London. It should be the capital's own 
leaders who decide which parts of the 
transport system most need resusci- 
tation, how it can be done, and which 
partners London can tolerate. The 
same should go for Newcastle, Leeds, 
Birmingham and Bristol. 

But some in the political classes 
have serious reservations about this. 
The eyes of the roost sophisticated po- 
litical observers are turning to the suc- 
cess of regional parties in rich parts 
of Europe and North America, in- 
creasingly restive about having to 
bear the burden of supporting less 
favoured or less enterprising areas. In 
California, they worry about immi- 
gration, not just from the favelas of 
Mexico, but from trailer parks in 
Nevada and Arizona; in Milan, they 
vote for the Northern league to fend 


off the Sicilians as much as the North 
Africans; and in Munich, it is a toss- 
up as to whether they loathe the East 
Berliners more than the Turks. 

In the name of democracy, our gov- 
ernment is giving expression to these 
trends, which is on balance, smarter 
than trying to suppress them. But 
Westminster’s politicians have to be 
aware that the further they go towards 
developing the power of regions, the 
more they weaken their own strategic 
influence and their capacity to fright- 
en the local barons. 

Saying to Scots that they must play 
the game Westminster's way is one 
thing - Edinburgh knows that without 
that connection they would be hard put 
to pay the bills for their excellent 
schools, maintained on a pile of south- 
ern English spondulicks. It would be 
hard to make the same case to a re- 
gion which has an economy bigger than 
Switzerland’s and on the success of 
which the rest of the country relies. 

The politicians of central govern- 
ment are caugjht in a dilemma. On the 
one hand, they want to give more pow- 
er to the people; but on the other, the 
last thing they need is a dutch of pow- 
erful baronies which will both wage war 
00 each other and blame Westminster 
for every pothole on their patch. 

So where should the balance of 
power lie? Sooner, rather than later, 
as the barons gather their forces, the 
Government is going to have to make 
clear what its new Magna Carta looks 
like; and I bet they can see the the writ- 
ing on the wall already. Il says: “All 
power to the regions.* 
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EXTRA WIDE, DEEP & ROOMY footwear, 
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•ARTHRITIS •DIABETES -OEDEMA -BUNIONS 


m 


RECOMMENDED BY THE 
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Chaos as FTSE soars past 6,000 to push 
top UK companies* value above £1 trillion 


By Andrew Verity 

INSTITUTIONAL investors 
yesterday angrily criticised the 
Stock Exchange’s order-driven 
trading system, taking the shine 
off a surge in the FTSE 100 in- 
dex oF leading shares, which 
soared past the 6,000 mark for 
the first time yesterday. 

The rise, which later fell 
away in a volatile day's trading, 
saw Britain's biggest companies 
valued for (be first time at 
more than £ I trillion. 

FTSE International, the 
company which publishes the in- 
dex of leading shares, was forced 
to suspend the FTSE 100 for five 
minutes after rogue trades went 
through at as little as one-third 
of the market price. 

Institutions privately said 
wild fluctuations, which saw 
the index swing by 230 points, 
had discredited the entire sys- 
tem. One large fund manager, 
which handies billions of 
pounds of index-tracking funds, 
said il would protest to the Slock 
Exchange. 

In just 15 seconds, between 
10.15 and 15 seconds and 10.15 
and 30 seconds, the index 
plunged by 160 points, only to 
soar by 140 points before the 
minute was up. 

Traders were unable to see 
the fluctuation as FTSE In- 
ternational had suspended the 
index between 10.15 and 10.20. 
The index was then recalculat- 
ed without including two rogue 
trades in British Gas shares. 

It is understood that in one 
bogus trade, 50,000 BG shares 
were traded at 108p, just over 
a third of the more normal BG 
price of 302p. In the same 
minute between 10.15 and 
10.16, a further tfO.OOO BG 
shares were sold at 200p. 

Stephen Vale, spokesman 
for FTSE International, said the 
trades were “out of line with 
previous trades in the stock and 
broke the automatic parame- 


ters". It is believed to be the first 
time the FTSE 100 has been 
suspended since the Stock 
Exchange introduced its order- 
driven trading system last 
October. 

A spokeswoman for one 
well-known fund manager, 
which handles billions of 
pounds in funds designed to 
track the index, said: “It is a bit 
of a funny system that can 
actually allow something like 
that to happen. The fact that 
you can have prices moving 
around like that - and you 
can't trade effectively - doesn't 
do the system any credit.” 

The wild fluctuations 
happened in the 20 minutes 
between 10. 10am and 1030am, 
the official period when futures 
contracts on the FTSE - 
financial instruments used to bet 
on market movements - were 
due to expire. Trading was at 
four times its normal volume on 
expiry dates. 

Trading screens turned from 
a block of blue into a sea of red 
at the blink of an eye, rising at 
one point to achieve a 107 
point gain before plunging to 
register a 117 point deficit 

The basket trades came in so 
quickly that stock exchange in- 
formation systems simply failed 
to keep up. At one point, 
Reuters and Bloombeig screens 
differed by 150 points in the lev- 
el they gave for the FTSE 100. 

Simon Fine, UK equity 
strategist at Kleinwort Benson, 
said: “Both the futures and the 
options were expiring on a lot 
of volatility. Obviously someone 
had a quite large exposure 
which has caused the volatility.” 

Market sources said the 
volatility was caused by a 
pitched-battle between invest- 
ment banks as the futures con- 
tracts expired. %ve after wave 
of “basket trades” - simulta- 
neous trades in every company 
in the FTSE 100 - sent the index 
soaring and plummeting. 



Goldman Sachs, the giant 
American investment bank, was 
seen as a big seller of stocks, 
while other investment h anks 
were net buyers. 

Traders said Goldman Sachs 
was believed to have bad a gi- 
ant short position on FTSE fu- 
tures, effectively betting that the 
index would be lower than oth- 
ers thought. It was selling shares 
which it had bought to hedge 


this position. The volume of 
sales put downward pressure on 
the FTSE 

The Stock Exchange’s order- 
driven trading system normal- 
ly suspends trades which are 
more than 20 per cent above or 
below the opening price - or the 
last order book' trade. But this 
rule is lifted during the expiry 
period for FTSE futures. 

In December last year, the - 


Stock Exchange slapped a 
record fine of £350,000 on JP 
Morgan Securities for stock 
manipulation. The fine fol- 
lowed an investigation into sus- 
picious trading on 28 
November, which found the 
firm had violated rules which 
oudawed attempts to manipu- 
late theindex- 

Market sources believe the 
rogue trades yesterday could 


have been caused by a mis- 
take, rather than deliberate 
manipulation. 

The surge in foe FTSE was 
fuelled by a widespread belief 
that investors would invest 
heavily in Personal Equity Flans 
(PEPs) following the Budget 
On Tuesday, Gordon Brown,'- 
the Chancellor <Jf the Exche- 
quer, ended fears that Ftp sav- 


ings made before -April next- -the day. 


year would be limited to a to- 
tal of £50,000. 

The FTSE momentarily hit 
6,105 - a record Level which val- 
ues the fop 100 companies at 
over £1,000 billion - before 
slumping to 5880 and settling at 
6042. 

After Rfall Street opened, 
shares came off sharply and 
closed at 59563, down 41.6 on 


Savoy bidding war 
may leave hotel 
group in US hands 



Halifax chief doubles his money in first year on the market 


By Andrew Yates , , , „ 

1953 has staunchly resisted of- 
fers to buy the hotels in the 
THE SAVOY HOTEL, one of past but in a dramatic change 
the most prestigious in of heart arc now understood 
Britain, could fall into Amer- to be willing to sell, 
iean hands, it emerged yes- A deal would be good news 
icrdav. The Savoy Group, for Granada, the hotels and 
which owns a string of up- media giant, which inherited 
market hotels including Clar- a 68 per cent stake in Savoy 

idge s. The Connaught and after it acquired Forte in a bit- 

The Berkeley as well as the ter takeover battle. Granada Mike Blackburn: Earned finance director, and GrenGol- His pay for tbe pre 

Savoy, admitted it was in have been looking to sell their £824,000 last year welt its deputy chief executive, when Halifax was stfl 

takeover talks with a number stake for some time, but ? deal ti 

of buyers. has proved difficult as the 

Several American hotel stake only carries 42 per cent — • *1 

groups arc leading candidates of the voting rights. Granada 1 6X3CO 111 tlSUlCS tO SGlI $£3LS SUpplY bllSillGSS 
to acquire the group. The is believed to be seeking some 0 # 

City expects a bidding war for of its other upmarket hotels 

the Crouo which could niish its indudintr Timsupnor ic By Michael Harrison . . - 


Mike Blackburn: Earned 
£824,000 last year 


By Michael Harrison 

MIKE BLACKBURN, the chief 
executive oftheHalifex, was paid 
£824,000 last year, including a 
bonus of more than £300,000 far 
helping steer its conversion from 
a building society into a bank. 

Halifax’s annual report and 
accounts, posted to sharehold- 
ers yesterday, shows that its 
eight executive directors shared 
in a bonus pool of £1.064m 
linked to the £20bu flotation last 
June, the biggest ever conversion 
of a mutual society. 

Roger Boyes, the Halifax's 
finance director, and Gren Gol- 
weU. its deputy chief executive. 


each received flotation bonuses 
of £178,000. 

Mr Blackburn’s £823,930 pay 
packet last year represented an 
increase of 108 per cent on the 
previous year. It was made up of 
£421,951 in basic pay and ben- 
efits, an annual bonus of £93^00 
and a medium term bonus of 
£308,497. 

This last element was based 
over a 23-mouth period and re- 
flected the successful flotation 
and Halifax’s implementation of 
efficiency, new technology and 
cost and capital allocation pro- 
grammes. 

His pay for tbe previous year, 
when Halifax was still mutually 


owned, was £395,817. However, 
this figure did not include any 
medium term bonus. 

Halifax said that if tbe bonus 
has been spread evenly across 
the two years then the change In 
salary would have been from 
£577,000 to £67 6,000 - an 
increase of 17 per cent 

Tbtal board pay for 1997 was 
£3 .74m compared with £ 1.93m 
in 1996. However, again, the fig- 
ures are distorted by the non- 
payment of medium term bonus 
in 1996. 

The Halifax flotation pro- 
duced the biggest windfall of the 
year and lifted conversion pro- 
ceeds to more than £30bn, un- 


leashing a huge wave of con- 
sumer spending. The 7.5 million 
Halifax members received pay- 
outs averaging £2,400 each. 

The conversion involved the 
checking of 30 milffoo accounts 
and a mail of 32 million items - 
the largest single maflmg ewer un- 
dertaken by the Royal Mafl. 
The Halifax received an esti- 
mated 9 million telephone in- 
quiries and 300,000 letters. 

Profits before tax in 1997 
were £1.6bn against £928m the 
previous year although 1996 in? 
eluding a large one-off excep- 
tional item. ’Hie Halifax ended 
the year by announcing a £lbn 
buy back of shares. 


Shake-up 
of NICs 
could drive 
engineers 
abroad 

By Andrew Verity 

ENGINEERING companies 
are seriously considering leav- 
ing tbe country because of tbe 
Government’s sbake-up of 
National Insurance, announced 
in the Budget on Tuesday. 

Tbe Engineering Employers 
Federation said the increase in 
employers’ National Insurance 
contributions (NICS) - which 

wffl rise from 10 to 123 per cent 
on all pay above £210 a week - 
had prompted some members 
to consider moving elsewhere. 
One well-known company, 

which did not wish to be named, 
has already warned Martin 
Taylor, the Barclays chief exec- 
utive who is conducting a review 
of tax and benefits, that it might 
leave the country if his proposals 
were implemented. 

The proposals for reform of 
NICs came in a report tty Mr 
Thylor, published on the same 
day as the Budget, and will be 
im plemente d in April next year. 

Under the Budget a pro- 
gressive system of employers’ 
contributions, rising in steps 
from 3 per cent at £61 to 10 per 
cent at £210, wffl be replaced by 
a single rate of 12J percent on 
earnings above £81 a week. 

'While low-paying employers 
will pay less for most employ- 
ees paid less than £450 a week, 
those paying higheT wages will 
pay more. 'Rfeges of £800 a week 
- common in the hi-tech engi- 
neering sector -would incur an 
extra £7.84 in NICs. 

David Yeandle, head of em- 
ployment affair s at the EEF, 
said* “We see this predomi- 
nantly as a bad thing for our 
sector. If it’s going to be rev- 
enue-neutral for the Chancel- 
lor it is not going to be 
cost-neutral for the hi-tech in- 
dustry. It is particularly diffic ult- 
for those employing lots of 
high-paid people. 

"1 haven’t seen anything to 
justify that this would provide 
more jobs. It is untikefy to cre- 
ate any new jobs in the engi- 
neering sector. We don’t believe 
that companies make decisions 
about taking people on be- 
cause of these relatively mar- 
ginal effects.” 

Hie engineers said there 
was too little time to consult on 
the proposals, which were first 
revealed in February in an 
informal consultation by Mr 
Thylor. 

The CBI has also warned 
that the effects on high-paying 
employers will be to impose an 
additional burden at a time 
when exports are already be ing 
squeezed by tbe strong pound 


the group which could push its 
price well above the £500m 
mark. 

Starwood Lodging and 
Meditrust. two ambitious ho- 
tel groups which have used 
their special lax status in the 
US to expand rapidly, are 
among tbe front-runners to 
buy the luxury hotels, al- 
though at least five bids arc 
believed to have been sub- 
mitted for the group. 

Negotiations are still con- 
tinuing and a deal could be 
tied up within the next few 
weeks. 

The Wontner family which 
has controlled tbe Savoy since 


is believed to be seeking some 
of its other upmarket hotels 
including Grosvenor House as 
part of the takeover package. 

Savoy’s share price jumped 
255p to I750p and Granada's 
share price leapt 39p to 1035p. 

Any buyer is likely to retain 
Ramon Pajares, the managing 
director of Savoy Group who 
is credited with transforming 
the financial fortunes of the 
company over tbe last few 
years. A takeover will also fur- 
ther the Savoy Group's plans 
to open new hotels through- 
out continental Europe. The 
Savoy is expected to unveil 
pre-tax profits of around 
£20m when it unveils annual 
results next Tuesday. 


United Carriers chief opts for a novel career 


TEXACO has put its long-term 
commitment to the UK gas mar- 
ket in doubt by hoisting a “for 
sale” sign over its industrial and 
commercial gas business. 

A Texaco spokeswoman eon- 

firatod yesterday the company lad 
begun talks with a number of po- 
tential buyers for Texaco Natur- 
al Gas, which is among Britain’s 
top 10 gas suppliers. 

*Tt is very early stages yet and 
we have only just started talking 
to other companies,’' she added 
Tbe 50 staff oTfexaco Natural Gas 
were told earlier this week about 

tbe dedaon to sell the business. 


“A strategic review was un- 
dertaken and as a result Texaco 
derided to focus on its core busi- 
ness.” the spokeswoman said 

Texaco stressed that the move 
would not directly affect Calor- 
ies. its joint venture domestic gas 
business. 

Industry observers believe 
tiiat Texaco may ultimately deckle 
10 withdraw also from the UK 
domestic gas market. 

Cakntcx is Britain's second 
biggest independent supplier to 


cent owned by Texaco. The re- 
maining 50 per cent is owned by 
Nuon, the Dutch multi-utility 
and Cator. 


Calortex has picked up 

210.000 of the Llm customers 
that have switched from British 
Gas as competition is rolled out 
nationwide. Tbe electricity com- 
pany Eastern is the biggest in- 
dependent supplier to the 
domestic gas market with 

300.000 customers and the thir d 
biggest player in the business gas 
market with a 13 per cent share. 

The company is aiming for two 
millkmgas customers by 2000 al- 
though many of these are likely 
to be its existing electricity cus- 
tomers. Tbe con^jany plans to an- 
nounce nexi week how many of 
its domestic electricity customers 
it has signed up to' take gas. 


JOHN TOYNE has walked 
out on a 35-year business ca- 
reer, the last three years as 
managing director of United 
Carriers, in order to write 
novels. 

Mr Tbyne spoke from Ids 
Northampton home yesterday 
about his decision to abandon 
senior management in favour 
of a literary career. 

“Its been on my mind to do 
this for a long time,” he said. 
“Tve spoken about it to my col- 
leagues for the last 18 months. 
I'm 55 this year and now’s my 
chance to write on a full time 
basis. 

“You’re talking to an ex- 


tremely bap py person,” Mr 
Tbyne added. 

Doug Rogers, chairman of 
United Carriers, will add Mr 
Tbyne’s responsibilities to his 
existing ones. United is a do- 
mestic parcel carrying group 
based in Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire 

Mr Tbyne doesn’t actually 
have a publisher yet, but he has 
appeared in print before, about 
20 years ago. 

“When I was a young man 
I got some short stories pub- 
lished in magazines. Now Fm 
working on an amusing busi- 
ness novel and a thriller. I 
also have about six other pro- 


jects on the go,” said Mr Tbyne. 

He was unfazed by the lack 
of a publisher so far. “You’ve 
got to start somewhere,” he 
said. 

Mr Toyne, whose favourite 
author is Anthony Burgess, 
led an MBO at Lowfield Dis- 
tributors seven years ago, and 
almost ran off to be an author 
then. But he realised he 
wanted a few more years in the 
world of Mammon. 

Did he worry that he would 
be lonely in his new career? 
“Being an MD is an extreme- 
ly lonely job," he replied. “I like 

my own company and Tm fairly 
well motivated.” 
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Why Prescott's got it all wrong over the Tube 

SINCE ■_ . . ... Jeniimnmp to kick ofif the serious part of 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN BEST TO 

privatise the tube 

OUTRIGHT. THE 
ARGOS DEFENCE, 
AND SHENANIGANS 
AT NEWCASTLE 
UNITED 


SINCE New Labour is philosophically 
founded on the idea of the “middle" or 
wiy- neither old right nor old left 
twt New Labour -it is hardly surprising 
thai we find the same rhetoric 
ly cropping up in polity. John Prescott, our 
gwe yon a good belting” Deputy Prime 

Minister, was at it again yesterday, p mmR - 

mg a third way approach for dealing with 
the problem of under investment in Lon- 
don's Underground system. 

What he’s proposing is neither pri- 
vatisation nor nationalisation bat some- 
y*ere in between. The job of running, 
investing in, and maintaining tbe Tube’s 
c^uubEng infrastructure is to be let -out 
to private sector operators. For their 
doable, they will be paid an annual fee 

fiotn London Underground, whjrj i wfl| ny 
main in the public sector. ' 


Ramesh, thinks this a thoroughly sensi- 
ble, and quite dever, solution, allowing the 
tube to gain the benefits of private sec- 
tor efficiencies while al the tfmR 
maintaining full public sector account- 
ability and control. Perhaps more impor- 
tant, H will also allow the heavy costs of 
the investment needed to revive the un- 
derground to be spread over a 10 to 20- 
year period. Classic private finance 
initiative staff, in other words. 

1 can see these arguments, but funda- 


mentally! disagree. Actually this is not the 

modem, dever, thirdway itpretends to be 
at all, buz a good old fashioned compro- 
mise, a messy and unnecessary fudge bom 
, out of political dogma as much as anything 
else. The nhrmati» cost to the taxpayer is 
virtually certain to be a good deal higher 
titan either of the alternatives, privatisation 
or fully fledged public -control. like roost 
firings boi^&t ob the never-ojever,you don’t 
notice it until years la terwhen you tote up 
the costs and realise tbe-fuD honor of your 
folly. Rntunateiy for Mr Prescott, by that 
stage he’ll be long past raring. 

The most sensible approach would al- 
ways have been to privatise the Tube out- 
right The money raised by floating it 
would have funded the necessary invest- 
ment and some, and the public sector 
would for ever have rid itself of the costs 
of the capital's transport system. That was 
perhaps never going to happen after all 
Labour said in opposition about privati- 
sation of the railways. These old Labour 
objections to the concept of pri v ati sed ntil- 
ities are reinforced in Mr Prescott's mind 
by the fear of being responsible for a fat 
cat profit. Privatisation, whatever its ben- 
efits, nearly always involves some degree 
of top slicing by the City and its friends. 
Politically, Mr Prescott would never have 
been able to stomach being involved in an- 
other privatisation giveaway. 


On the other hand, the public sector so- 
lution was always going to run up 
meany Gordon Brown at the Treasury. Mr 
Prescott has manayi to squeeze another 
£S00m for his department out of the Chan- 
cellor fear nest year, most of winch will be 
spent on keeping the Underground up and 
tunning. Bui it’s not enou gh, not nearly 

enopgfeHencL^OT“thutiway”- 

Don’t be cozmed. The idea that this pro- 
vides a solution is just accounting inumbo 
jumbo. It gets tbe capital costs off the Er- 
chequef’s bodes and allows them to be 
spiead over a prolonged period of time, but 
one way or another we stiD pay. Moreover, 
because the private sector has a higher cost 
of capital than the public, and always 
demands a return, the cost is lfledy to be 
higher. One way or another, tbe fat cars are 
going to have their cream. Tbe PFI mere- 
ly forces them to think efingenfous new ways 
of doing iL This is not the right solution, and 
in his heart, Mr frescott probably knows it. 

THE BATTLE for control of Argos, the 
catalogue retailer, has so far been one of 
tbe dullest hostile takeover bids in recent 
memory. After a novel first over, when it 
emerged that owing to illness and fatigue, 

Argos bad neither a chief executive nor 
a finance director, the innings has settled 
into one of stultifying boredom. 

Thankfully, the phoney war is about to 


«n»ne to an end. Assuming Mis Bkxfct 
doesn’t rain the whole thing off by dfe- 

. , ■ * i nLibui. <*i a. KM in the 


Monopolies and Mergers Co tnnros ion, 

we can espea the pare to quicken a bit over 
the next few weeks. Nfind you, the above 

possibility shoukin’t be wholly discounted. 

On conventional competition criteria, 
there’s cot much of a case for referring 
GUS’s bid. GUS has a dominant market 
share of conventional agency mail order, 
but it's not in Algos style retaSmg at all 
Even so, officials at the Office of Bur Trad- 
ing have been impressed by the argument 
that the deal should be judged more on 
whether it harms the consumer than on 
traditi onal market share assessments. . 

A comparison of the two catalogues re- 
veals that Argos is a good deal cheaper 
on many items GUS. Furthermore, 
Argos is planning a big push into home 
shopping (the modern day equivalent of 
mail order). So it’s reasonable to contend 
that the takeover would remove a big slug 
of actual and potential price competition 
from the market. 

All the same, the argument is a long 
shot and in any case Argos would be fool- 
ish to make an MMC reference the main 

plank of its defence. Stuart Rose, tbe new 

chief executive, would get no thanks 
from the City for that. 

Instead this former stalwart of M&S 


is planning to kick off tbe serious part of 
his defence next week with a series of pre- 
sentations in which he wfli robustly chal- 
lenge the idea that Argos is over the hilL 

. mm .1* Af] ■■■■Irtfllll?! 1 m« 


year, and there is little doubt m a n age me nt 
had become overiy sleepy and oompbcenl 

But the concept is still a supremely sut> 
cessfidooewbichiqjunlillastyearhadcoo- 
sistentiy delivered double digit revenue and 
prr^ growth. Tbeie's no reasca it shouldn't 
do so agafo Tbe finandal pyrotechnics - a 


come later. My guess is that Lord WaKson 
is going to have to pay a minimum 65Qp a 
chare to be assur ed of success. Given that 
his opening shot is only 570p, he’s going to 
have to bite hard on his pride to pay it. 

I FIRST MET John Mayo when he was 
working as an SG Warburg corporate fi- 
nancier on the demerger of IQ and Zeneca. 
He’s a dever, talented man and he’s deserved 
his success, first at Zeneca and now as fi- 
nance director of GEC So what possessed 
him to join the board of Newcastle United, 
whose corporate affairs seem richly to de- 
serve tbe team's nickname, the magpies, is 
something of a mystery. The inevitable reck- 
oning has come sooner than even I could 
have predicted. If he is to salvage his Gty 
reputation. Mr Mayo must either fire the 
dub’s wayward directors, or resign himself. 


Umbra sacks 
US workforce 
to stave off 
financial crisis 


By Andrew Yates 


UMBRO, the US-owned British 
sportswear group, is relocating its 
bead office to Manchester and 
sacking virtually its entire work- 
force in America in order to stave 
off a financial crisis winch has 
threatened the group’s future. 

Tbe derision to slash costs is 
a concerted effort to return the 
group to a stahte financial footing. 
The move ispkdy to mean Um- 
bra wffl teafefonijafo the con- 
tract to ^rapply tbe., England \ 

down tesaksqperatkmfatbeUS, 
tavingalieady announced fee clo- 
sure of its manufacturing 
aver there, which will resuhm the 
total loss of more than 500 jobs. 

It is dose to securing a firensfog 
partnerm theUSwinch win mar- 
ket aD its products. 

Umbra is also dose to an- 
nounting a buyer for its sportswear 
facloriesinMersqsttemidStokB- 
cnrBentwindiwfllsavemaretban • 
100 jobs in the UK The manu- 
ft cfl n-ing feriHrics were another ca- 
sualtyof Umbra’s financial woes. 

The Football Association had 
originally awarded Umbra a new 
£5Qm contract to supply the Eng- 
land team’s ldt for the next four 
years, to run after its current con- 
tract comes up for renewal in July 
199ft Growngconcermabcuttte 
group's financial stability put that 


decision fa doubt. Industry sonroes 
believe the deal is all bat done. 

Umbra, which is owned by 
Stone Manufacturing a family-run 
American sportswear business, 
win now be run operationally 
from the UK, atthongb k win re- 
tain a board in the USL Tbe graqi 
paid tbepenahyfor expanding too 
fast which knocked a bole its 
cash-flow. The American tfivisioc 
made a sizeable loss last year, al- 
though its UK business remains 
proSahfe. 

Umtaro has secured the sup- . 
poirt of its bankers during its (fif- 
ficuft trading period and denied' 
rumours feat it had been forced 
to pursue bantaipltyprocecdfog 
in tbe US 

Manchester United, which 
also uses Umbra’s kit, said yes- 
terday that it was keen to retain 
tbe group’s services. Martin Ed- 
wards, die dub’s chief executive 
said; “Vfe are happywifhUoobro. 
We have a contract with them for 
thenextfouryeaisanddonotsee 
any problem with that.” 

Umbra is nowlodtingto take 
advantage of the rapid growth in 
tbe European sports marker. It 
also pledged £50ft000 yestezday 
to help England bid to host tbe 
Vfarid Cop in 2006. It has thrown 
its weight behind a multi-minion 
campaig n that is also being en- 
dorsed by British Airways, Little- 
woods, Marks & Spencer and 
Nationwide. 



Kitted out: Manchester United said its contract with Umbra would continue 


Man Utd 
targets 
the high 
street 


MANCHESTER United, 
Britain's most popular football 
dab, is talking to big sports re- 
tailers about setting up a series 
of “sbop-within-shops” on tbe 
high street, writes Andrew 'fates. 

The mini-shops would com- 
prise a large area within an ex- 
isting retail outlets devoted to 
United’s merchandise, indud- 
ing anything from key rings and 
mugs to tracksuits and football 
shirts. 

The dub is also hoping to set 
op retail outlets in the Ear East 
as it tries to cash in on its large 
fan base in the region. It is look- 
ing to open a mixture of stand- 
alone shops as well as teaming 
up with local retailers to provide 
new formats within their stores. 
The initiative is part of a strong 
push to sell its strong brand 
name overseas. The introduc- 
tion of stand alooe drops abroad 
raises the possibility that the dub 
will eventually introduce simi- 
lar stores in the UK if the ex- 
periment proves successful 

Martin Edwards, chief ex- 
ecutive of tiie dub, confirmed 
yesterday that tbe dub was 
talking to large sports chains in 
the UK about forming a retail 
partnership. 

“We are talking to retailers 
but nothing has yet been de- 
rided," he said. 

Tbe competition to join 
forces with United is likely to 
be intense. JJB Sports, JD 
Sports and Sports Division are 
all likely to be interested in a 
deal 


Central Bank squabbles likely to dominate European get-together 

r r- m. ^ I +kn rrt r, rvMmr+/M*p the criteria set out in the M 


THE MEETING of European 
finance ministers in York 
kicked off last night with a din- 
ner in the picturesque sur- 
roundings of the National 
Railway Museum. 

The’ formal agenda of the 
meeting, which is likely to be 

overshadowed by squabbles 
over the make-up of the 
European Central Bank (ECB), 
wfll be dominated by Gordon 
Brown's launch of a joint Eu- 
ropean initiative for the trwhled 

«: Asian economics. The Cu** 11- 

W ceDorof the Exchequer wfll pro- 
pose a join! EU and Asian 


Diane Coyle, Economics Edhior, previews the meeting of finance ministers 


centre for financial restructur- 


of technical assistance in areas 
such as accountancy and law. 

A gams t the background of 
a planned rally by Euro-sceptic 
organisations, the main issue on 
the European front will be 
Incr easing competition and 
completing the single market in 
finan cial services. Mr Brown 
will urge structural reform of 
the capital and goods markets 
to guarantee the success of the 


single European currency. 
Other items on the agenda in- 
clude the extension of EU 
membership rathe countries of 
central and eastern Europe, 
and the spillover from tbe 
Asian crisis to the European 
economy. 

Die real excitement is Kkely 
to take place in the margins of 
the meeting, with the continu- 
ing wrangle over who should 
bead the ECB. The candidacy 

of tbe initial front-runner, Wim 


Duiseoberg of the Nether- 
lands. was called into question 
when the French proposed 
Jean-Claude THchet, governor 
of tbe Banque de France. 

The French also insisted 
earlier this week that three of 
the six seats on the ECB board 
should be reserved for Ger- 
many, France and Italy. This 
has upset the Spanish, while the 
UK is unhappy that it has not 
won a guaranteed seat when it 

eventually joins. 


Six months ago, this week- 
end’s gathering was semi as the 
key meeting for making the de- 
cisions on which countries 
could join EMU and at what 
rates their national currencies 
would be exchanged for euros 
from I January 1999. 

Next week the European 
Commission and the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute - fore- 
runner of the ECB - will 
publish their reports on 
whether aspirants have met 


the criteria set out in the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

Die Commission is expect- 
ed to rubber-stamp tbe politi- 
cians’ conclusion that there wfll 
be 11 members in tbe first 
wave, only Denmark, Greece, 
Sweden and the UK remaining 
outside. Tbe EMI might raise 
doubts over whether Italy has 
genuinely achieved convergence 
with the other economies. 

Among academics and in the 
financial markets* the presump- 
tion is that there is no derailing 
the EMU tram. No financiai mar- 
ket disruption is expected. 


UK Safety shares plunge as 
managers make offer 

Shares in debt-laden UK Safety plunged yesterday offer the 
company recommended a 2_5p a share cash bid from a man- 
agement buy-out vehicle. The offer, backed by venture capi- 
tal boutique Alchemy Partners, values the industrial footwear 
group at £1.01m, a 66.7 per cent disco uni to its vahieof £3.03m 
at dose of trading on Thursday. UK Safety shares dosed last 
night at 4.75p, down 2.75p.The MBO team comprises John 
Newman, chief executive, Paul Cockburn, production direc- 
tor and Ken El avia sales and marketing director. 

Anthony Mitchard the company’s non-executive chairman 
said; “Tbe independent directors consider that acceptance of 
the offer is the best option for shareholders to secure some re- 
turn on their investment." 

JBA profits dip 

JBA Holdings, the software company whose shares halved 
on a profits warning last month, yesterday reported a dip in 
profits for the first time in 16 years and said it was shifting 
its strategy to achieve long-term growth. Die company an- 
nounced pre-tax profits fell to £5 .2m from £1 13m in the pre- 
vious year despite a 37 per cent hike in revenue growth to 
£221 .7m from £161.8m. JBA shares fell another 73p yesterday 
to dose at 635p. 

Supermarket shares jump 

Shares in Somerfidd and Kwik Save, the supermarket groups, 
jumped after they announced their recommended merger was 
now unconditional in all respects. Somerfield and Kwik Save 
annoonced plans for a £13bn merger onl9 February, aim- 
ing to be the leading high street supermarket drain. On com- 
pletion of merger. Kwik Save becomes a subsidiary of 
Somerfield. Somerfield dosed up 33p at 331.5p, while Kwik 
Save gained 36p lo end the day on 3S2Jp. 

BAA wins Aussie franchise 

British airport operators have been awarded franchises to 
run a further four airports in Australia. BAA, which already 
has an equity stake in Melbourne airport, is part of a con- 
sortium chosen to operate Launceston airport in T asmania. 
Manchester Airport is a member of the consortium select- 
ed to take over Adelaide, Coolangatta and Rarafield airports. 

Swallowfield 

In our report on the annual results of Swallowfield, the 
toileteries and cosmetics group, in yesterday’s Independent 
which accompanied a photograph of Tbny Warden, manag- 
ing director, being given a shave at a London barber shop, 
we identified Mr Wardell as Bill Otley. the chairman. W: apol- 
ogise for any embarrassment caused. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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TRUSTOR, the Swedish investment com- 
pany which suffered the disappearance of 
£48 million last year, has applied to the 
High Court in London for an order to pre- 
vent Jonathan Guinness, former chairman 
of Thistor, from removing any of his as- 
sets from England and Wiles, up to tbe val- 
ue of £40 million. 

The Swedish comparry has included 5L 
Crispin Trading A3, in the same writ. 
Baron Moyne has said he has sold his 52 
per cent stake in Trustor test November to 
St Cri^jin, a company registered in the Vir- 

gin Islands. ... - . 

Thistor has issued a second wnt against 

another eight parties, daimmg compen- 
sation and damages over the affair. The 
company is claiming “damages for con- 
spiraVto defend the PlamdffrffeKis 
from four of thrae partes LmdsaySm^l- 

bone, Baron Moyne’s long-time adviser, 
who became managing director of Trustor 
when Baron Moyne joined the company 
last June; Introcom (International) Ltd, a 


firm*. registered in Gibraltar; Thomas 
Jisander, a Swedish adviser to Baron 
Moyne who has been arrested in Sweden 
over the affair and Joachim Posner, also 
known as Joe Ralk, a convicted fraudster 
based in Barbados who is currently being 
sought by the Swedish police. 

Thistor includes four other parties in 
the second writ, whom it is suing for com- 
pensation over its losses; Guinness Man- 
agement Limited, of Baker Street, London; 
M & AFmancial Services of Lansdowne 
House, Berkeley Square, London; Yumi- 
na Hading Corporation, based in Panama, 
and CMB Change Mont Blanc Fmance SA, 
a company based in Geneva. 

Both Lord Moyne and Mr SmaUbone 
have protested their innocence in the af- 
fair, paying they were used as a front for 
Swedish business associates who were re- 
sponsible for the money's disappearance. 

The first Trustor writ against Baron 
Moyne and St Crispin Tluding seeks an or- 
der that he does not ‘’remove from Eng- 


land and 'Whies or in any way dispose of 
or deal with or diminish the value of any 
of their respective assets which are in Eng- 
land and Wales whether in their own re- 
spective names or not and whether solely 
or jointly owned up to the value of 
£40,000,000." 

The writ adds that order, if granted, 
"does not prohibit the First Defendant 
(Baron Moyne) from spending up to 
£1,000 a week towards his ordinary living 
expenses and does not prohibit either De- 
fendant from spending a reasonable sum 
on legal advice and representation.” 

Allen & Oveiy, the CSty law firm, is act- 
ing on behalf of Thistor. 

A CONCERT producer and director is su- 
ing tbe Spice Girls for a total of nearly 
£350,000 after the girl band sacked him last 
November. Gregory Lynn, wbo trades as 
“Adrenafynn" and is based m Twi ck e nh a m , 
claims that he signed an agreement with the 
band on 27 September!??? "to act as tbe 


director and producer of ooncerts to be per- 
formed by the artistes The Spice Girls’ “. 

The agreement covered the live concert 
tour which started on I6 Bebma iy 1998 and 
which is due to end on 31 December this 
year, Mr Lynn’s writ claims. 

The director goes On to list the sums 
he claims he is owed under the deal, in- 
ducting design and development fees and 
a weekly £5,000 production fee. Mr Lynn . 
says that the band faxed him a letter on 
14 November 1 997 which “summarily ter- 
minated the Plaintiff’s engagement and 
thereby repudiated the agreement" 

THE UNDER Sheriff of London and the 
Under-Sheriff of Surrey are suing their own 
agents, Nathan & Co (Sheriffs Officers) 
Ltd, over a series of disputed payments. 

The Sheriffs are seeking an “account of 
all monies received by the Defendant since 
1 st April 1996 as agent for the Hist Plain- 
tiff on behalf of the High Sheriff of Greater 
London and as agent for tbe Second Plain- 


tiff cm be hatf of the High Sheriff of Surrey.” 
The writ demands the payment of all 
money received by Nathan & Go when it 
acted as agent for the Sheriffs and which 
it has not already handed over to them. 

The Sheriffs have launched their legal 
action through Jacobsens, a law firm 
based in The Outer Temple, London. 

RADCLIFFES, a law firm based in West- 
minster, London, is seeking “a declaration 
as to the true ownership of the sum of 
US$7312,414.29 standing to the credit of 
dient account No. 11191306 in the name of 
the Plaintiff at Lloyds Bank, Butier Place 
branch. Carton Street,^ VVfestminsier, London.’’ 
Radcliffes has named nine defendants 
in the writ, including The Woodborough 
Corporation of the Isle of Man; Newport 
Enterprises of Antwerp; Trans Capital of 
NewZcaland;JSWofThxas;GrowthMan- 
agement Group of North Carolina; The Sov- 
ereign Group of the Cayman Islan ds, and 
Jean- Yves Henault of Brive, France. 
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Granada surges ahead on a nerve-wracking day 


MARKET REPORT 



PETERTHAL LARSEN 


GERRY Robinson must have 
bad a jolly day on the golf 
course yesterday. While City 
trading screens h’rcbed from 
red to blue and back to red 
again in one of the most 
nerve-wracking Fridays of re- 
cent yeare, shares in Granada, 
where the famously ernpty- 
diaried Mr Robinson is chair- 
man, burst through the £10 
barrier for the first time. 
They ended the day up 39p at 
1035p. 

Of course, it's just a few 
weeks since Mr Robinson 
was /airing flack from insti- 
tutional investors at Grana- 
da’s annual general meeting. 
He and his fellow directors in- 
curred the City’s wrath after 
paying themselves for the in- 
convenience of reducing the 
length of their service con- 
tracts in the case of a 
takeover. After yesterday, 
however, Mr Robinson may 

Once again fin d hims elf the 

subject of fund managers’ af- 
fections. 

Not that the rise in Grana- 


da’s share price had much to 
do with Mr Robinson’s un- 
doubted managerial skills. 
Rather, the television and 
hotels conglomerate basked in 
the news that US bidders are 
circling The Savoy Group, 
owners of the eponymous 
hotel on London’s Strand, in 
which Granada has a 68 per 
cent stake. 

Savoy’s ‘A’ shares surged 
255p to 1750p, valuing the 
group at £4S9m and Grana- 
da’s share - a relic of the 1996 
takeover of Forte which Mr 
Robinson is keen to sell - at 
a cool £333m. Analysts 
reckon the Wontner family, 
which controls Savoy through 
non-voting shares, could 
squeeze a bid of more than 
1800p if an auction develops. 

The bid action was over- 
shadowed by a frantic quarter 
of an hour trading period in 
the morning in which market- 
makers shamelessly poshed 
and pulled at the FTSE 100 
index in an attempt to secure 
the best possible outcome 


for their positions in the de- 
rivatives market 

The FTSE 100 March 
futures contract expired be- 
tween 10:10 and 10:30 add in 
that time the market lurched 
to 5880.9, down 117 points on 
the day, before smashing 
through the 6,000 battier and 
hitting 6,105 -S - a 225-point 
switch - exactly 14 minutes 
later. 

The swing was so violent 
that the entire index was sus- 
pended as shares in gas dis- 
tributor BG broke through 
the 20 per cent share price 
movement barrier. 

Yesterday was the first 
time this ritual, which is 
played out to a lesser or 
greater extent on a quarterly 
basis, was conducted under 
the Stock Exchange’s new 
order book. And while in the 
past marketmakers had to 
risk their capital if they 
wanted to move the index- 
and do so in full view of 
everyone in the market - the 
order book bas removed 


these constraints. Now, 
traders can move the index a 
long way by entering small 
trades for the entire index at 
inflated or deflated prices, 
and execute them all at once 
- moving the index a long way 
without putting up much cap- 
ital Even better, trades are 
anonymous so no one knows 
who’s doing iL • 

Share Spotlight 

share price, pence 
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After all the excitement 
the Footsie looked like it 
would stay above 6,000. A 
weak opening on Wfo Street, 
however, dragged it down in 
the afternoon and it ended the 
day off 41.6 points at 59563. 

Bid activity flared up again 
at the smaller end of the 
market. Veto, making boxes 
for mobile phone base sta- 
tions, added 3.5p to 1223p 
after die company revealed It 
had received an . informal 
offer “at a level not signifi- 
cantly higher than the current 
market price”. The company 
was floated at 220p just over 
two years ago. 

AIM-quoted Chemical 
Design, which has had an 
equally short and unpleasant 
stock market life, gained 
313p to 125p after announc- 
ing it was in bid talks. The 
shares peaked at 255p early 
last year. 

Pearson, the Financial 
Times to Baywatch group, 
came back to earth with a 
bump after Kleanwart Benson, 


the broker which recom- 
mended the shares when they 

were below £8 at the begin- 
ning of February, moved its 
stance to “add” from “buy”. 
Analyst Mike Hilton said that 
after a 30 per cent rise the 


vestors “await the major 
strategic restructuring of the 
group.” The shares slipped 
133p to 9893p. 

A “buy” recommendation 
from broker SBC Warburg 
helped food retailers Somcr- 
field, up 33p at 3313p, and 
Kwik Save, 36p better at 
38 Up, aa the two declared 
their merger unconditionaL 
The departure of Chris 

Oakley, the former Midlands 
Independent Newspapers- 
chief executive, left Mirror 
Group down 9p at 196p. 

Engin eering consultancy 
WS Atkins hit a new peak of 
5293p, up 283p, as several di- 
rectors cashed in share op- 
tions. The shares have 
doubled in value sauce last 
June. 


TAKING STOCK 

PROTECTIVE clothing 

naher UK Safety crashed 

2.75p to 4.75p after « 


backed by venture capitalists 

Alchemy, tabled a 23p cash 

offet The bid, which was 

made at a 67 per cent discount 

to die prevailing market price, 
values the company at just 
SLOlm. UK Safety which is a 
major supplier of bools to foe 

British Army, has had 8 rough 

time since floating at 50p in 

1994. it currently only trades 

courtesy of a credit line from 
Bank of Scotland. Having 
f frihrf to secure a better offer, 
the independent directors are 
^awnmn nsfr recom m e ndin g 
foe offer. 

AIM-QUOTED Computer- 
land, providing computer 

services, Armed 5p to 235p 
after on veiling two 
acquisitions, to be ftrnded by a 
placing and open offer at l85p 
to raise £2J&m. 
Computetiand, which floated 
last September at a share 

price of 100p, has been one of 
the junior market’s best- 
p erf o t mlng shares this yean 
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Jaunt in search of an elusive joint 



A secret 
location: 

Where our 
hungry hero, after 
a long and eventful 
hunt for banned 
beef on the bone,- 
has to decide 
whether or not 
to consume rt 


WALTON’S Own Imperial was 
playing on the taxi-driver's radio. It 
seemed suitably patriotic in a red- 
blooded English sort of way. At the 
door my pnnam eable host was wait- 
ing. He greeted me even before I 
could utter the password I had 
been preparing: “Hearts of Oak” . 
He led me up a narrow staircase to 
an upper room full of solid antiques 
and gilded mirrors. At its centre was 
a long polished mahogany table, set 
with silver and tall-stemmed glass- 
es. This was the place. I handed over 

my bottle of Gevrey-Chambertin in 
confirmation. 

I had arrived in the lair of the se- 
cret beef-on-the-bone eaters. It had 
not been easy to track them down. 
I had begun at Butcher's Hall, the 
headquarters of the Backbone Par- 
ty, which the City's leading catering 
firm, Chester Boyd, founded ear- 
lier this year to fight the regulations 
that now prevent it from serving the 
massive 701b baron of beef whicb 
has been traditional there since 
AD975. “No, it’s not us,” said its 
managing director, Charles Boyd. 
“We’re a pressure group, not a din- 
ing dub.” He offered me a Backbone 
badge, an executive stress-ball in the 
shape of a cow, and a copy of his new 
poster - “Should it be illegal to en- 
joy an occasional joint?” - which he 
hopes to place in the nation's butch- 
ers’ shop-windows. 

But, no, I wanted to meet those 
most stalwart of En glish m en, those 
who could stomach anything except 
authority. So I moved on. But the 


Beef-on-the-Bone Science and In- 
dustry Forum proved no more pro- 
ductive. It turned out to be another 
respectable lobbying coalition to be 
launched next week under the aegis 
of Lord Willoughby de Broke, who 
led the peers' revolt in which the 
House of Lords demanded that the 
beef-on-the-ban be revoked, (lb no 
avail: the Government ignored the 
vote). I moved on again, casting out 
messages in all directions. Then 
came the phone call I had been wait- 
ing for. A voice I did not recognise 
asked whether I wanted access to the 
hard-core meat. 1 did. A tryst was 
made. The time and the place, of 
course, were secret (I nearly blew 
it on the night when I alighted from 
the taxi and asked two patrolling po- 
licemen for directions; they cour- 
teously offered to escort me, 
inquiring whether there was some- 
thing interesting on there that 
night). I shook them off with faint 
excuses and ten minutes later was 
in the upper room where the table 
was laid for a group of dissidents who 
included a butcher, a chef; a QG two 
solicitors, a scientist and a vet - 
beefeaters to a man. 

There were opening pleasantries 
over the smoked haddock and 
Chablis but this was mere foreplay . 
Even before the plates from the first 
course were cleared the door 
opened and a four-boned wing-rib 
of beef - the prime part of the sir- 
loin - was borne in by a liveried 
flunkey. The moment of truth had 
arrived. No one can accuse me of 



Red in tooth and maw: The object of the author’s search, holding centre stage during the illicit banquet 


Photograph: John Vbos 


not being open-minded. By way of 
an hors' d’oeuvre I had earlier been 
to the BSE inquiry where Dr 
Richard Lacey, the professor of clin- 
ical microbiology at Leeds Univer- 
sity, and the Jeremiah of the beef 
industry, had been giving evidence. 
Lacey was the man who predicted 
doom and was ignored. Yet every 
measure he had demanded to com- 
bat the crisis had been implement- 
ed, though in each case, only years 
after be had recommended it When 
I arrived he was in the middle of 
warning the inquiry that the Gov- 
ernment was confirming Its history 
of "fabrication” “suppression*', and 
“serious omission” over BSE. 

The true figures on new cases, he 
. claimed, were probabfy much high- 


noyed.” I thought about him as the 
great joint of beef was set upon the 
table. “What is it?” asked the butch- 
er. “Aberdeen Angus cross,” said fire 
chef. He began to carve succulent 
slices. The meat was delectably red 
to the bottom of the slice, not sur- 
rounded by a circle of browned 
meat, as it is with a boneless joint 
“Off-the-bone joints are less juicy, 
less tender, more shrunken,” he ex- 
plained. “On the. bone the heat 

comes from one side only, It im- 

too late, 3t’s pointless. Thiete’s far proves the tenderness. With heat the 
less risk now." fibres in fife muscle contract and 

So what was -his message to the bunch. The bone keeps them 
clandestine diners? “Everyone has stretched, which tende rises the 
the right to poison foeinselvesif they — meafe”-Before the ban only 5 per 
want to. If I was told I couldn't haw cent of beef was Sofd on fife bohe. 
the occasional cigar, J'd be an- “But it, was the quality end of the 
... V.^i.4, 


er than was being admitted. My 
forthcoming dinner was beginning 
to sound Like a bad idea. I ap- 
proached the wispy-haired profes- 
sor during the coffee break for a 
more accurate risk assessment. 
“There can’t be one,” he said blunt- 
ly. “We just don’t have the infor- 
mation.” I^cey does not himself eat 
beef: “there are alternatives,” he 
- said, curtly. “But it is infinitely less 
dangerous pow than it was before. 
The beef-on-the-bone 6au - came 


market,” said the butcher. “Some 
83 per cent of meat is sold from su- 
permarkets, almost aH off the bone. 
But with high-class butchers 15 to 
20 per cent of our trade is on the 
bone. The demand comes from 
foodies, traditionalists and from eth- 
nic groups,- Koreans - and 
Caribbeans, in my case.” 

The conversation turned to the 
law and whether or not the defence 
was likely to succeed in the case of 
Jim Sutherland, tee Scottish hote- 
lier who has become tee first per- 
son prosecuted under the Beef 
Bones Regulations 1997. When he 
cranes to court on 6 April he will ar- 
gue, said a lawyer, that there were 
irregularities in the consultation 
process tee Ministry of Agriculture 

. ,*-*7 


should have followed before bring- 
ing the regulations into force. 
“Quite right,” said the butcher, 
“the National Federation of Meat 
and Ifood Baders received the reg- 
ulations on a Friday afternoon and 
had to submit a response by the' 

. Monday." 

The first plate of glistening pink 
. beefwas placed before me. Just be- 
fore the dinner I had phoned Jim 
Sutherland in Scotland. I had been 
wary of these honey beefeaters. 
The stuff they had written in the 
right-wing newspapers was aQ . 
wild libertarian stuff about blood 
sports, the Countryside March, 
Britain’s noble history, tee riciits in 
Edinburgh after the 1725 tax upon, 
malt and what we fought two world 
want for. 

' But Sutherland was a measured 
chap who had the grace to ac- 
knowledge that the right to be able 
to dtose to eat beef on tee bone was 
relatively insignificant in the scale 
of human freedoms but none the less 
worth sticking out for. “If these reg- 
ulations bad been brought in when 
tee scares were at their height I 
wouldn’t have opposed them,” he 
said. “But at the time they were in- 
troduced it seemed on the Gov- 
ernment’s own figures that the BSE 
epidemic was all but passed. In that 
circumstance there was no manifest 
danger. It all seems an unnecessary 
restriction on the liberty of the in- 
dividual. If we all went through life 
assumin g the worst, we’d never do 
anything," he added. “Government 
scientists admit, using a series of pes- 
simistic assumptions, teat there is 
about a 1 in 1.2 billion chance 
you’d contract CJD from beef on 
the bone. You've more chance of be- 
ing bit by a meteorite. I think you’ll 
be safe enough eating it” So I did. 

I even ate the banana briUee af- 
terwards which, loaded with cream, 

* presumably fell into tee category of 
tee 10,000 things which Jim Suther- 
land had warned me I did every day 
without thinking and yet which 
were actuari&liy more dangerous 
than eating beef. 

But then - as the bones were dis- 
creetly taken away in a plastic.car- 
rier- 1 produced my cigar case and 
offered them round. There were no 
takers. “Genuine Habanas, hand-im- 
ported,” I blustered. But l smoked 
alone. Now; evidently, 1 had gone 
‘too far. 








Get a free 

Lands’ End* catalogue 

(or you can’t get our Lands’ End Mesh!) 



This Mesh Shirt is softer, sturdier, more deli- 
cious feeling; than our original Mesh. 

Which had plenty of fens, mind you. (In the States, 
we’ve sold over ten million of them since 198L) 

But at Lands' End - file Direct Merchants from 
America— we just can’t leave well enough alone. 

So, not long ago we switched over to a fabric 
that’s richer in cotton. Added a smooth jersey tape 
at the neck. Touched up the tailoring: Strengthened 
file seams... 

In short this is one super Mesh. But only one 
"store’*cariies it— the Lands’ End catalogue. 

Each issue of our catalogue features pages of 
dassfe; American-style dotbes for men and women: 
aO of it well made and fairly priced. 

And shopping at Lands’ End is as comfortable 
as our dothing. No traffic jams or crowds. No 
overworked sales people. 

You just pick up a phone and talk to a friendly 
Operator. Usually, you’ll have your delivery in a 
matter of days. If there's anything you don't Eke, 


send it back. No questions asked. It's - 
“Guaranteed. PeriodT (And that's in addition 
to your statutory ri^its.) 

So, call for our catalogue 
How else will you get our 
Mesh? »fi.r«.n L CTm 



Free Catalogue 
Fora free catalogue, call anytime 
FREEPHO NEr’0800 220 106 
quoting reference INDE or fox this coupon 
by FREEFAX: 0800222 106 


Name. 


(Mr /Unkrtb'UiMj 

Address 


Po« Code : I PTOE 

Or duO to; Lamb’ End Direct Merchant*. UK Limited, FREEPOST 

raEqgsRpad. Oakha m, Ru tland LE156NY 

I avrvr rKtint mi' u - 1 * — iritrit- m i n h i n limiil iii ii I i 

BqpM n wl hi Eagtaad *2530731 

Ow Goran? is ba addition tojOB-rauofy rights. 

Rm « w^porfmotoqroBa^ BK«nftdile t# 

profacfai nay be ufinicreattB sou. B um - 

WMpfWMBlW^ludiaaih^lllMiir lWtliklM, 



whle 


These fixed rate mortgages are not just 
hard co bear. They’re going fast. 

So you'll have co be quick to take . 
advantage of this Limited Offer. 

You can arrange your mortgage through 
one of our brandies or over tee phone 
from 9am to 5pm weekdays, or 10am to 
3pm weekends. 

0845 60 50 500 

(calls axe charged at local rate} 
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Northern Rock pjc. Registered Office: Northern Rock House. Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE34PL. www.nrnck.co.uk Anea exceed £j 4 billion. 
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mt _ II 

to ^he centre of the Med 


In Malta you ’cron paths with mariy civilizations - an'd their reiics. - j 
#Cleo Paskal gets lost among the island’s ^atacombs while"'' * 
failing to find a bowling alley ■ 


w* 


“Well, haw aboutgoing to see some catacombs'?" 
suggested my paJ GiriO. It was not the sort of lazy, 
late-aft era oonactivityl was used to - but this was 
Malta, a bounty so. choked with history that it is 
easier to find an ancient, important grave site than 
say, a bowling aHry.Andl didn't really fed Eke bowl- 
ing, anyway. 

“Sure.*’ 

We trundled along one of Malta’s dusty back 
roads in Gino’s Jeep. In the fadinglight I could see 
iassic Maltese scenexy: earth, shrubs, low limestone 
louses, all in various shades of yellowing brown, 
itejond, constantly clutching at the beaches and rKf fc, 
he dark blue sea. It was oddly timeless. And 
-eautiful. : 

Gino suddenly pulled over to the side of the road. 
“We’re here." 

I looked around. Earth, shrubs, low limestone 
ouses.- 

Gino got out and I followed him across a Held, 
p a low ridge and through someone’s back yard, 
ust beyond it, the side of a hill had been carved 
way, showing several openings into the rock face, 
iino went into one of them. 

It was starting to get dark. I began to wonder 
xactly bow much 1 really knew about Gino, the 
4ahcse cousin of a good friend from London. At 
is cousin’s request, Gino had offered to be my guide, 
tat as fares T remembered, hiring me into tombs 
t night hadn’t been part of the deal. 

“You coming?" he shouted, his voice echoing in- 
ide the Mi I went. 

The opening was a low doorway. I stepped over 


the threshold and down into the sunken chamber. 
I was in a hallway, with alcoves on either side. Some 
were too dark to see into, but the others were un- 
questionably designed to hold bodies. 

There were waist-high slabs and amtral fire pits 

for visitors who wanted to spend a cold winter 
evening in the company, of the dear departed. It 
was ancient and eerie but strangely welcoming - 
a reminder of a time when life and death weren’t 
so far apart 

Gino pointed out details. From carvings on* the 
walk y ou could tell that the site had been used by 
Christians and Jews, together. Most of the catacomb 
was accessible, but some of the other openings into 

the rock face were barred. 

Soon it was too dark to see any more, and we 
returned to the Jeep. 



ure, bits of the past are sacrificed. This catacomb, 
mi eddy in the current of time, isn’t important enough 


to save. 

■ S ° W ^ iat *** the Maltese saving? Well, unify* 


why was there no security? Whywasn’t it mentioned 
m guidebooks? Why was there no information avail- 
able on site? “Welcome to Malta,” said Gino, by 
way of explanation. 

Because of its strategic position, everybody 
who was anybody has controlled Malta. The Phoeni- 
cians, Carthaginians, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, 
Normans, Castilians, JKnights of St John, French - 
and, yes, the British - have all left their mar* /iter, 
ally. You can’t find a more condensed and varied 
collection of archaeological sites. ' 

That leaves little room for modern Malta to man- 
oeuvre. Every new house, road, factory and farm 
is potentially destroying something of unique his- 
torical importance. Alongthe way towards the fut- 


many qi me twaitese woo grew up playing hide— 
*nd-seek on Wbrid Heritage sites don’t realise their 

mnque inheritance. And tlxsewbo do reaKrefcwoo- 

der why their nation of 350,000 should have to shoul- 
der alone the finsme^burdm of mamtaining sites 

of world importance. 

As a result, in spite of some devoted Maltese and 
an mcreaaag number erf supportive foreigners, the 
archaeological sites afMMm am in a eha*<> 


— - — iKuiwiiHii nypugpum, 

an enormous underground burial complex carved out 


lent 


But there we still more than enough mind- 
btowing open sites to hue you away from the beaches. 
After my outing with Gino, I went out of my way 
to visit as many as possible. Their accessibility and 


range became addictive, and soon my day in Malta 
wasn’t complete unless I had seen a temple, a 
- catacomb; or a -beautiful piece of prehistoric 
architecture. 

TTie most impressive for me was Ggantija 
Temples, on Gozo. From the car park, I walked 
through farm fields along a dirt track until suddenly 
on a slight rise to the right, there they were. Two’ 

. enormous Neolithic twin temples, 1,000 years older 
than the pyramids at Giza. Constructed from mas- 
sive blocks of limestone, some weighing more Than 
50 tons, they made Stonehenge look like a random 
collection of pebbles. 

The temple rods were gone, allowing a dear view 
of the floor plan. Designed to honour a voluptuous 
fertility goddess with wide hips and large bosom, 
they looked, from above, roughly like a drawing of 
two snowmen side by side, the bottom circle 
representing the hips, the middle circle the breasts, 
and the top one the head. 

As with all Maltese sites, yon could walk right 
into the temples. I let my imagination run riot, 
smelling the scorched flesh while looking at the burnt 
stones in the animal sacrifice area, listening for the 
whispers of guidance at the orade hole, pretend- 
mg to pour liquid offerings (I chose water rather 
than blood) into the libation boles. 

Other temples offered different imaginary fodder 
UiDden Temples, on Malta itself, have astounding 
carvings. Mnajdra Temples, also on Malta, feature 
solar alignment, m a king a huge prehistoric calen- 
dar. Hagar-Qim’s towering reconstructed facade 
makes you feel the weight of belief 

Hopefully, as more tourists tear themselves away 
from the bikinis on the beaches to see the volup- 
tuous goddesses of the temples, the Maltese Gov- 
ernment will find the momentum and the money 
to make the country’s past part of its future. And 
with any luck, the next time I see Gino, we will still 
be able to creep around the catacombs rather than 
go bowling. ' 


All aboard: Malta’s Jiving fishing heritage, 
above; and prehistoric remains' at Tanden 
temple, left ... 

Photograph: Britstock-IFA/ Habd and Robert 
Harding Picture Library 



Making for Malta 

Cleo PaskaJ travelled to Malta using some spare 
Air Miles. 

For fare-paying passengers. Air Maha (0181 -785 
3177) flies from several UK airports to Maha. 
Fares from Garwick and Heathrow for the 
summer start at £189 including tax; departures 
from Birmingham, Manchester and Glasgow are 
slightly more expensive. You may find lower 
fares through an Air Malta subsidiary, Malta 
Direct Travel (0181-785 3233). 

GB Airways, an affiliate of British Airways 
(0345 222111), operates daily from Gatwidc 
The Malta Tourist Office is at 36-38 Piccadilly, 
London W? V OPP (0171 -292 4900). 
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The London Review of Books brings you some of the most thought-provokm words in 
the English language... ~ ■■ - — 


I f you loro reading, delight in literary debate 
_ and hare a nose for a bargain, there's never 

1 ■ been, a better time to bury that nose in the 

n London Review of Books. Because this month, 
we , ra offe ring r f go t fe off the regular rate for a 
one year’s subscription plus six additional 
issues ftee. Should you decide to cancel after 
receiving your first six ftee fortnightly issues, 
you can do so and we’ll refund erenj penny 
of your subscription. So you stand to gain a total 
of thirty issues, with absolutely no risk. 

‘Virtuoso performances’ 

; In any aipy of the London Review of Books 
1 Vou'H find essays by leading writers on a 

wide rang* of subjects, from literature, politics 
• ~ and history to philosophy, science and the arts. 

*• ' ":.V Recent examples include: A dam Phillips on 



Martin Amis, Tain Smefair on the Mfllennmm 
Dome, John Lancbester on ‘Fatties’, Jenny Dislri 
on the ‘Titanic* and Alan Bennett’s 1997 Diary. 
Tb quote the Times, ‘virtuoso performances’ 
are what our readers have come to expect 

Less than the cost of a Sunday newspaper 
With discounts, the London Review of Books 
costs less than a Sunday newspaper but 
provides far more intellectual substance, 
lasting value and sheer enjoyment. Tb start 
receiving your six ftee issues, with fl fe s otu fg h jf 
nothing to lose, send us the coupon with 
your payment now. 
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CALDER 


If you were planning to travel ■ 
to France yesterday, you may • 
have found out the hard way ; 
that duty-free sales within the ■ 
European Union are due to end • 
in July 1999. French ferry work- ; 
ers blockaded Calais and the ep - • 
trance to the Channel Tunnel in i 

protest at the EU proposal, i 
saying their jobs are threatened. 

They are, no doubt, partly 
correct. Some ferry services 
across the Channel will probably 
end when Brussels doses the 
loophole next summer. And, in 
the full knowledge that this 
will inflame the powerful pro- 
duty free lobby, I wholeheart- 
edly applaud the EU’s move. 

I say this as a European cit- 
izen who has happily smoked 
and drunk for most of his adult 
life, but Ends the crazy econ- 
omics of cross-Channel links in- 
defensible. 

On a Eurostar train from 
Kent to Calms, as with any 
intra-EU rail service, there is no 
opportunity to buy duty-free 
goods. Yet on Le Shuttle, the 
car-carrying service through 
the Channel TUnnel, I am en- 
couraged to buy alcohol and to- 
bacco at well below the usual 
price. In a single market, this is 
as ridiculous as being able to 

avoid duty on a journey between 

Coventry and Cardiff. 

The position on the ferries 
is even more absurd. Earlier this 
year, the culmination of irra- 
tional pricing was reached when 
Hoverspeed began paying 
motorists and their passengers 
to travel between Dover and 
Calais. The company could 
drive a high-speed feny through 
the economics of transport 
purely because it sells booze and 
fags at such high profit margins. 

People spend so much on al- 
cohol and tobacco that the 
shipping companies can make 
more from duty-free sales than 
from ticket revenues. It is I 
worthwhile burning expensive | 
fuel feu the benefit of those who 
have no interest in France be- 
yond the nearest hypermarket 

So who is paying for this? 
The ferry companies, and their 
allies in the Duty-Free Con- 
federation such as the airlines, 
airports and tobacco companies, 
like to portray duty-free sales as 
a victimless perk. In reality, of 
course, you and I are bearing 
the cost The value that the 
Treasury would otherwise earn 
from the drink and rigarenes is = 
effectively being transferred to ■ 
the shopper, who then splits the j 
profits with the operator. 

The duty-free lobby says ; 
that this is a flawed argument: 
many of the sales would simply • 
not take place if duty-frees : 
were abolished. But in the case j 
of tobacco, this is surely a good • 
thing? The high tax on cigarettes j 
is explained by its deterrent 5 
value, and the need to con- : 
tribute to the costs of health 
care for smokers. 

I defend the rights of the j 
smoker, but equally society has 
a right to expect the smoker to j 
bear the consequences of his nr j 
hcracticms.Thechity-fieek)bb|y • 
would have us believe that they ; 
arc doing the world a favour by : 
selling a dangerous drug ■ 
cheaply. If ending duty-free . 
sales helps save the life of just 
one person who would other- j 

wise die from a smoking-related * 

Alness, that alone surety justi- 
fies the action. 

For (he next IS months, the 
hot air emitted by the Duty-Free ' 
Confederation will be matched 
only by the fumes pouring from 
ferries full of booze-cruisers. ; 
From 1 July next year, though, 

1 hope shipping companies will 
get back to their real business, ; 
the safe carriage of people and 
cargo. 




Mother and child revolution 


Family travels; often 
there's a Great Wall 
between parents and ‘ 
their offspring. But - 
Louise Jury and her, 
motherenjoyed a 
cultural reunion on a trip 
to China 


You learn a lot about other people 
and their families when you an- 
nounce you’re going on holiday with 
your mum. Some friends express 
amazement that you could contem- 
plate such a thing, as if the prospect 
of travel en famille appals them. 
Others appear impressed by such 
signs of parental pluckiness. 

All that worried my mum was 
whether I could conceivably have a 
good time with her. “Are you sure?" 
she asked repeatedly. “Of course,'’ I 
said - and we did. 

The choice of trip was essential. 
We wanted it to be somewhere com- 
pletely different from Britain, a hol- 


iday of a lifetime for someone who 
has had few opportunities to travel 
But there were factors to bear in 
mud We wanted ro avoid places jfoo 
hot, as qiymuxs fear-skinned red; 

head and inclined to keel over in the 
sun. We preferred somewhere with 
^ancient nrinsand^rand'a^bls to keep 
us busy, rather than beaches and bare 
alone. 

Although my mother is quite 
young, I contemplated some of the 
less comfortable journeys in my trav- 
el history and decided that some of 
diem might not be appropriate in this 
particular case: overnight public bus 
trips half-way across Turkey, with the 
inevitable dodgy tummy and a bus dri- 
ver inclined to let his hands wander 
all over you if you misguidedly sit be- 
hind him; a tiring journey to 
Auschwitz in a train with a failed heat- 
ing system, one particularly freezing 
April. 

My mum deserved a more con- 
ventionally enjoyable time than that, 
I thought Missing a train and hav- 
ing to kip down in a station may be 
fine for the hardy traveller, but it was 
not the kind of ordeal I thought she 
should have to endure. And I want- 
ed it to be something extra special for 
her, a holiday to enjoy and to re- 
member. 


a selection of 
die broefiures, [ quickly" ruled.out 
some of the dodgy options. Egypt was 
• sUgjhtiyris&y in thevratejpfJjnror and - 
Fve beeq^fhereiij 
with temperattiresimeT 
der80ijt®r6 

(so! 

of) and most look much too Western, 
After a lot of thought and delibera- 
tion, we made up our minds. We 
plumped for China. 

Although it is slowly opening up 
to the West, many seasoned adven- 
turers of my acquaintance have not 
explored that far. Those who have 
been there spoke of the nightmares 
of Chinese bureaucracy for inde- 
pendent travellers. All things con- 
sidered, joining an organised party 
seemed a good bet 

We were immediately welcomed 
into the arms of a group of people 
mostly in their 50s and 60s. with the 
odd honeymoon couple and widowed 
71-year-old thrown in. Although 
most of them were couples, our 
mother and daughter combination fit- 
ted in perfectly. 

And, as J anticipated, my znum and 
I got on just fine. The only donver- 
sation even approaching a dispute will 
be familiar to anyone who also has 
completely selfless and overiy-rta- 




Good relations: China’s 
umbilical, the Great Wall (top); 
Louise Jury and her mother on 
the wall (above) 

Photo^aph (top): Xranhua 


so noble parents. “What would you 
like to do?" Fd ask. “Oh, I don't mind, 
whatever you would like to do,” 
Mum replies. “Wen, We could do X, 


Y or Z” “Whatever you think, Fflfit 
in with you. It’s all new to me,” she 
says, wanting to be 100 per cent agree- 
1 totally reasonable. Just oc- 

I fancied banging jny 

jt the wall under the pres-. 

irfiil niceness. • 

Yet, of course, as most of our 
schedule was packed with visiting 
Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden 
City, the Great Wall and the rest of 
China’s innumerable treasures, this 
slight note of disharmony mattered 
not at all as we spent our time rev- 
elling in the sights of the China ex- 
perience. 

The itinerary often started with 
leaving the hotel at 830am and not 
returning before 930pm or 10pm, just 
the kind of schedule we wanted in a 
country we might never return to. 

So my mum and I puffed our way 
to a high point on the Great Wall, 
where she took in the view, and I de- 
cided to trek a little further to 
where the restoration runs out and 
the wall begins to crumble. We 
bartered for matching “Tve Been To 
The Great Wall of China" T-shirts, 
hers in English, mine, for the hell of 
it, in Chinese. 

In Shanghai, she looked alarm ed 
as I clambered on to the high harbour 


* wall to take a picture of the front At 
the sight of the Tbrracotta Warriors 
at Xian we both gazed in stunned 
amazement at the massed ranks of 
life-size day soldier8,;In Suzhou, a 
.beautiful town of gardens and canals, 
we collapsed m hysterical giggles as 
- two eidmiy -Chinese women tried to# 
sell us hideous live and wriggling 
shrimp-like things- Back in Beijing, 
we caught a cab downtown together 
for a well-deserved, and enjoyable, 
night out with the locals. 

My mum says she would never 
have thought of going to Chhia cm her 
own, so was thrilled when I suggest- 
ed we go. It was even better that I 
took aU the hassle of making .the 
arrangements out of her hands (not 
as selfless as it seems as I have done 
far more travelling than she has): “It 
was great, because you looked after 
me and did everything,” she says. 

Which, I'm afraid to say, is a very 
easy thing to do when your mum's as 
lovely as mine is. 


tor 


C- 

h-.. 


Louise Jury and her mother paid 
£1,495 each through Trtzvelsphere 
Holidays ( 01858 410456) < for two 
weeks in China. The price included 
transport, accommodation (mainly 
four-star hotels }, meals and guided 
tours, and a visit to the Peking Opera. 
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Surcharges in Slovakia 

“The system of charging for 
baggage on Slovakian public 
transport appears to be a 
nationwide obsession; we 
were even charged a small 
ba£gae c fee on our Euro lines 
bus home although we had 
return tickets, including free 
baggage transport. 

“Wc were caught out on 
Bratislava’s trains going to the 
bus station. Having virtuously 
purchased and stamped our 
own tickets, we were dismayed 
when an inspector demanded 
two tickets for our packs. 

“Because we were 
suspicious about the fine, be 


took us to the main vending 
kiosk outside the station, 
where there was a tiny chart 
indicating a charge of 3 krona 
{about 5 pence] for each large 
bag. With oar passports 
confiscated, we had to go to 
the police station, where they 
demanded a whopping 1,400 
krona fine [over £25]. 

“Eventually we beat them 
down to half that amount, but 
it still hit us hard in the 
pocket and was an unpleasant 
experience." 

Letter from Sarah O’Mahony 
and Daniel Stuckey, in ‘Planet 
Talk', the free newsletter from 
Lonely Planet (0171-428 4800). 


As Science Week draws to a 
dose, you may have come to 
realise that science is much 
more than Bunsen burners 
and test tubes. Perhaps 
inevitably, it has even become 
incorporated into holidays. 

Several organisations 
organise working holidays 
with a large scientific and 
conservation component 
The Earthward! Institute is 
one of the largest funders of 
scientific field research in 
the world. But as well as 
having real scientists - 
working on its projects 
around the world, ordinary 
non-srien rises with just a 
healthy supply of money. 


curiosity and willingness to 
work can take part, in their 
scientific trips. 

Join an Earthwalcfa team 
(which costs between £400 
and £2,000 for an average 
two-week expedition), and 
you can choose from 
projects wo rid- wide, such as 
working with an Indonesian 
scientist to introduce solar 
technology to villages in 
Lombok island. East Ball 

Coral Cay Conservation 
is another organisation for 
the casual amateur scientist, 
who can also bask In the 
waters of beautiful coral 
atolls. CCC volunteers pay 
between £650 for two weeks 


and £2 550 for two months. 
Work involves scuba-diving 
to conduct survey work on 
the reels of Tlrraeffe AtoB, 
in Belize, for instance - 
carefully guided by marine 
scientists. All information 
will be used to establish a 
management plan for the 
a toU, with the aim of _ 
protecting its predons 
marine life. There are also 
projects in the Philippines 
and Borneo. 

For an •‘alternative” 
scientific holiday, why not 
Wwoof? Working Weekends 
on Organic Farm, or 
Wwoofing, is an increasingly 
popular cheap way of 


travelling and teaming about 
aU thing s organic. In 
exchange for providing 
labour, Wwoofers get-first- 
hand experience of organic 
techniques, -healthy meals, 
and a place to lay their 
sleeping-bags. You can 
Wwoof for a weekend or for 
several months, in the UK 
and about 50 other 
countries. Wwoofing is also 
proof that a science holiday 
does not have to empty your 
wallet A subscription 
payment of £10 for one or 
two people travelling 
together lets you work 
anywhere in Britain and 
southern Europe, and allows 


you access to information 
about Wwoofing worldwide. 

Earthwatch Institute, 57 
Woodstock Road, Oxford 
OX2 6HJ (01865 311600) 
http:llvnvw. earthwatch. org 
E-mail: info@eartkwatch.org 

Coml Cay Conservation, 154 
Clapham Park Road, London 
SW4 7DE (0171 498 6248), g 

wvvw’ coralcay.org m 

E-mail: ccc@eoralcay. 
demon.co.uk 

Wwoof, PO Box. 2675, Lewes, ' mm 
BN7 1RB (01273 476286). 

V 
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on the 
Seine 

Get to the heart of Paris in the spring 
by exploring its main artery. 
Natasha Edwards offers a riyerbound 

guide to the city 


Why go now? 

The Seme is the lifeblood of 
ftns it is not simply Its historic 
heart, where the first settlement 
was founded 2,000 years ago; it 
is also the focus of a new Pari*, 
m -_ with, the fast-being-built areas 
fi> of Beny and at the hew Bib- 
ISothhpc Rationale in the east. 


Pans in the. springtime ..." 

Beam down . - 

Eurpstar (0345 303030) from 
Loudon Waterloo and Ashford 
to Gare da Nord costs £69 re- 
turn if you go midweek and stay 
away a Saturday night; £89 if 
you leave on a .Friday. For 
these fares you need to book 
three days in advance.' An un- 
restricted ticket costs £179. . 

For specimen fares on some 
of the many air routes from the 
UK to Paris, the following air- 
lines were called and asked for 
quotes departing the UK on 3 
April and returning 6 April; Air 
' 'France (0181-742 6600) from 
Birmingham £169.40; British 
Midland (0345 554554) or 
British Airways (0345 222111) 
from Heathrow £11250; BA 
from Manchester £12350. 

Get your bearings 

You should have no problem 
finding your way here. The 
Seme runs through the centre 
of Para, dmdfrig foe tity both 
physically and psychologically 
between Rive Gauche (Left " 

'• ^Bankyahd Rive Droit'e (Right : 
Bank), with the tie de la. Cite 
and fle^St-Louis swimming in 
the middle. Numerous bridges 
link die two banks, and though 
some sections resemble an 
autoroute, cobUed verges mean 
that you can walk beside the 
river in much of central Paris. 

For aerial views, M6tro hue 
6 crosses the Seine above 
ground both west (Pont Bir- 
Hakeim) and east (Pont de 
BercyX while line 5 crosses the 
Seine at Gare cTAusteriitz; or 
head for the riverside depart- 
ment store La Samaritaine, 
which has an open-air viewing 
terrace on the 11th floor. 

Check in 

Among the antique shops of 
quai Voltaire is the old-fash- 
ioned Hdtel du Quai Voltaire 
(00 33 1 42 61 50 91) at No 19, 
where.Oscar Wide, Sibelius and 
Pissarro stayed. A double room, 
690FF, could be noisy; sound- 
proofing is to come next year. 

One hotel where you cer- 
tainly won’t see the Seine, but 
you will be right in the centre 
of it, is the H6tel du Jeu de 
Parnne (00 33 1 43 26 14 18) at 
54 rue St-Louis-rile, the main 
street of the aristocratic De St- 
Louis. The hotel was originally 
a jeu de pawns or real te nnis 
court, built in the 1630s, and was 
brilliantly converted a decade 
ago. The beamed court is now 
a dramatic, galleried breakfast 
room, while the bedrooms of- 
fer plenty of creature comforts. 


Double room 123QFFL385FE 

■ Not quote on the SeSae, but 
great for those on student bud- 
gets, the MBEhostelLe Fourty 
(00 33 142 74 23 45) at 6 rue 
de Fourcy in the Marais offers 
pleasant hostel accommodation 
in a lovely 17th-century hdtel 
partkuBer (from 125FF fora bed 
in a dormitory to 198FF for a 
single room). _ ; 

Take a ride 

.... on,a Bateau Mouche (00 331 
40 76 9999), the largest of the 
tour boats that chug up and 
down the Seine. A one-hour trip 
will show you most of the city’s 
tnam aghw Me in the Eiffel 
Tbwcr across die river as you 
board at Font de l’Ahna. 

Boats head off downstream 
past foe Ttocadfeo and the cir- 
cular Maison dela Radio on the 
Right Bank. Catch a glimpse of 
Pasty - this now rather snooty 
part of Paris was still a rustic vil- 
lage when Balzac lived here in 
the 19th century; it was origin- 
ally a spa noted for the curative 
powers of its springs. Many 
Parisians pervereely preferred 
the dubious delights of drink- 
ing the water of the Seme (one 
theory to explain this being a- 
confusion between the words 
Seine and same — meaning 
healthy). 

- As the boat passes the nar- 
row AH£e des Cogues island, 
look out for the Statue of Lib- 
erty (reduced size) sticking up ■ 
ht the end, a reminder that she ' 

sculpted by a Frenchman - 
Auguste Bartholdi -as a gift to 
New York. • 

' The boat turns round here 
and heads upstream to take in 
several of. foe city’s greatest 
sights: the Eiffel Throe, foe orn- 
ate Pont Alexandre HI, foe 



such as steak and chips or rab- 
bit in mustard. • 

Cultural afterrtoon 

With foe Louvre, Mus£e d’Or- 
say, Ihstitut 'du Monde Arabe 
and Palais de ChaiUot all en 


here on their way to foe guil- 
lotine, among them Marie- 
Antoinette, Dmloaand Robes- 
pierre. In foe Cbapelle des 
Giron dins are Marie-Antoin- 
ette’s crucifix and a guiDotme 
blade. The reconstructed cells 
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golden dome of Les In valid es 
and foe Mus6e cTOrsay on foe 
Left Bank; the Grand Palais, 
Thileries gardens and Louvre on 
foe Right- 

Lunch on the run 
Stop off at Le Rallye.(01 43 54 
29 65), a rough-and-tumble 
riverside caf&-tabac at 11 quai 
de la Tburnefle, with an auth- 
entic Fifties mirror and a plas- 
tic interior crammed with Tintin 
memorabilia. There’s nothing 
fancy here, but it isa tree local 
in the heart of Paris. Sit in the 
smoky inside, or outside at a 
pavement table, for an inex- 
pensive beer or glass of wine, 
sandwiches or a hotpAtf dujour 


route , you are not short of cul- 
ture, but instead head for foe 
turrets of the Cpnrieigerie (1 
quai cte FHorIoge(00 33 1 53 73 
78 50) - the Paris equivalent of 
foe Tbwer of London - for an 
freight into French history at the 
city’s first royal palace and later 
Revolutionary prison. You enter 
straight into the echoey, Gothic- 
vaulted balls of foe Salle des 
Gardes and Salle des Gens 
dAnnes, built in foe earfy 14th 
century by Philippe Le Bel, 
leading to a medieval kitchen 
with massive fireplaces; Later 
the palace became a prison, at 
its most notorious under the 
Ifrrror when thousands of vic- 
tims of foe Revolution passed 


give a pretty good idea of what 
lingering here involved, but 
money dearly helped; foe poor 
slept oh straw crowded in com- 
munal cells, while foe well-off 
could pay for a private cell and 
such famines as a desk and bed. 

Shop m a box 

For quintessential riverside 
shopping go to the bouqumistes 
- the second-hand book, print 
and postcard dealers identi- 
fied by their bottle-green boxes 
attached to the parapets of the 
quays. They stretch along both 
sides of the Seine in central 
Paris, perfect for buying zsAie 
noire crime novel or that old 
Syrrh advertisement. 


An aperitif 

Take your apero on a boat 
while heading upstream for a 
slice of new Paris, where a little 
nucleus of floating music bars 
has moored on quai de la Gare 
in front of the vast Biblio- 
tbfique Nationale Francois Mit- 
terrand, foe new national 
library. Modi the most roman- 
tic, and foe most incongruous, 
is foe Guinguette Pirate, a 
three-masted Chinese junk that 
sailed over to Paris from the Far 
East a few years ago. There’s 
live music on deck most 
evenings. 

Demure dinner 

Make for St-Gennam-des-Ptes 
and tire extremely successful Les 
Bocdtimstes (0033 1 43 254594) 
at 53 quai des Grands- 
Augustins, the best of five mod- 
erately priced offshoots run by 
superchef Guy Savoy. The 
dining-room is chic and con- 
temporary - amber walls, wacky 
modern mirror frames — and the 
modem French cooking is orig- 
inal and stylishly presented. 

Sund^mominggotochirch 
Notre Dame on tie de la Cite 
is, (rf course, one erf the most vis- 
ited sights in France, but two of 
Paris’s finest medieval churches 
are also nearby, in the Latin 
Quarter. 

The little church of St- 
Julien-le-Paovre overlooks foe 
Seine and Notre Dame from a 
small garden. The outside is 
rather dilapidated, but foe in- 
terior still has its richly decor- 
ated la te-12th -century capitals 

among foe icons - it is now used 
by foe Greek Melchite com- 
munity. St-S6verin is a late- 
Gothic gem, famed for its 
double ambulatory and unique 
double-spiral column. 

Bracing brunch 
Back on board for a leisurely 
branch aaLaCahfe (0033 1 43 
54 50 04). Branch is still viewed 


Sightseeing boats on the 
the artery of Paris (above); 

the lie defat Cite (left) 

Photograph: UPPA • 

as an American import, but it 
is catching on, and this rather 
sophisticated barge shows why. 
Rom 1 April, foe barge will be 
on its summer moorings on 
quai Montebello, where foe 
125FF aB-you-can-eat meal in- 
dudes a Mediterranean-tinged 
array of salads, freshly baked 
bread, blini, scrambled eggs 
and smoked salmon. 

A step back in time 
Sunday afternoon is the perfect 
moment to explore the timeless 
fie St-Louis. This enclave re- 
mains much as it was when first 
built up in the 17th century, with 
elegant town houses and tree- 
lined quays. A visit is not com- 
plete without an ice-cream from 
BerthiUon, at 31 rue St-Louis- 
en-I’Ile (closed during foe 
school holidays), Paris’s most 
famous ice-cream maker, which 
often draws a queue way down 
foe street. 



CHECK 

OUT 


A plane 

Central America opens up next weekend, when 
British Airways launches a new scheduled route from 
Gatwidc to Omcun. Mexico’s biggest Caribbean 
resort will provide a gateway for easy access to foe 
Vucaifin Peninsula, Belize, Guatemala and elsewhere 
in Central America. The lead-in fere direct from the 
Udine (0345 222111) on the first flight out is an 
Apex ticket af£64S (inc tax), but lower fares are 
available through discount agents. Next weekend’s 
Time Off will feature a report on Cancdn itselt 

A train 

You could be travelling to or from Inverness for next 
to nothing, providing you are old enough. Great (or 
should that be Grey?) North Eastern Railway is 
offering the over-fifties vastly reduced fares on the 
line from London King’s Cross through York to 
Newcastle and Scotland. The return journey from 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow or Inverness to 
London costs £19; call 0345 225225 for bookings. 

The trick, besides being bom before March 1948, 
is to choose your dates with care; GNER insists you 
travel on Tuesdays or Wednesdays only. 

A boat 

The only way to reach Tristan da Cunha, a speck of 
British territory in the south Atlantic west of South 
Africa, is to sail aboard RMS St Helena , which 
makey an annual visit to the island. It is not cheap: 
flying out to Cape Tbwn, then spending a fortnight 
at sea with no ahsotuLe guarantee of being able to 
land on Tristan da Cunha, costs at least £2,600. 

Book through Curnow Shipping in Falmouth (01326 
211466). If this sounds too demanding in terms of 
time and money, you can read more about the 
island in Harry Ritchie’s book The Last Pink Bits , 
now out in paperback (Picador, £5.99). 

A room 

New Experience Holidays (01922 410909). which 
organises walking trips in Europe, does not mince 
words when describing foe hotels it uses in foe 
Moselle village of Alf. At foe Hotel Junk, for 
example, you are told, the proprietor, Frau Johanna 
Junk, is also foe local butcher: “Definitely NOT foe 
place for vegetarians”. Sadly. New Experience no 
longer offers a discount for customers called Alf. 

A meal 

Harry Ramsden’s is rapidly becoming a multinational 
chain of fish and chip shops. But foe original version 
at White Cross, nine miles north west of Leeds, 
remains a tourist attraction, lb keep the interest 
value, foe restaurant is staging a series of special 
events. On Monday (23 March), you can enjoy 
“Opera and Chips” for an all-inclusive £1650. Book 
on 01943 874641. 

A drink 

Lamberhurst Vineyard is one of foe en-route 
attractions in a booklet called “Country Tburs”, 
published this week by Kent Tourism. The vineyard, 
near Tunbridge Wells, offers wine-tasting every day 
except Christmas. The bibulous theme continues 
with foe Whitbread Hop Farm, foe largest group of 
Victorian oastbouses in foe world. Another feature 
of foe publication is a list of more than 40 pubs 
belonging to the Shepherd Neame brewery. You may 
be surprised to learn, then, that foe subtitle of foe 
booklet (price £1, from Kent Tburism, 01622 696165) 
is “Circular Driving Routes in foe Kent 

Countryside”. 

A week from now 

... Drayton Manor Park, near Thmworth in 
Staffordshire, opens for foe summer. Shockwave, 
Europe’s only stand-up roller-coaster, remains foe 
main attraction. Admission to foe site costs £3 for 
adults, £2 for under- 14s; a wrist band entitling you to 
unlimited rides all day costs £10 for adults and £750 
for children up to 13 years. Call 01827 287979. 

A month from now 

... you could be riding across the Greenlandic 
wilderness, hauled by a team of huskies. Through 
Arctic Experience (01737 218800), £1,160 buys you 
flights via Reykjavik, five nights’ accommodation, 
and transport in a sled driven by a professional. 

A year from now 

... you may experience better weather in Barbados 
than England’s cricketers got this week. Unijet (0990 
1141 14) offers a fortnight at the Sugar Cane Club for 
£699, including flights from Gatwick or Manchester. 
Note that the average annual precipitation in 
Manchester is 35 in; in Barbados, rainfall is half as 
much again. 


WORLDCOVER 

annual 

callus cn.0800 365 121 


HIGH ROAD 


Soar away to the sauropods. Next Friday, the world's largest dinosaur exhibition opens at the 
Philadelphia Civic Center. Quest Worldwide (0181-546 6000) is offering a fere from London. 
Bir mingham or Manchester for £197. Admission to foe exhibition is an extra $15 (£9). 

LO W ROAD - ' 

Alternatively, make do with Dinosaurs . : the Next Generation at foe Royal Armouries Museum 
im Leeds (0990 106666). Admissi on to foe special event arid the pe rm a n ent attractions costs 
£635 for adults and £5.25 for under 15s- 


Unbeatable China Offers 

from the number one expert and specialist 


Quality Tours at Amazing Prices 

finely crafted sightseeing, ba non-stop flights, 4-star s uperb 
hotel and meals. Departures from April to December. 

BEQING HIGHLIGHTS 9 d ays from £495 
Forbidden City, Great Wall, Rickshaw tour. Temple of Heaven, 
Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square. 

THE IMPERIAL TOIANGLE 
12 days lor fhc fully inclusive price of only £995 
Beijing - Forbidden Gty, Great Wall, Rickshaw tour. Temple of Heaven, Summer 
Palace, Tiananmen Square, Xian - Terracotta Warriors, Neolithic Village 
Museum, Grand Mosque, Wild Goose Pagoda, Shanghai ■ Yuyuan Garden, 
Wining Tea House, lade Buddha temple. The Bund, Suzhou • Mandarin gardens 
and scenic canalsidc walk, Nanjing - Dr Sun Yat Sen's Mausoleum, Ming Tomb, 
Yangtze River Bridge. 

THROUGH THE YANGTZE GORGES 

14 days for only £1250 or 1 5 days with Z nights in Hong Kong for £1 S95 
Beijing - Forbidden City, Great Wall, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace, 
Tiananmen Square, Wttban - Yellow Crane Tower, Hubei Provincial Museum, 

Yangtze River - 5-night cruise along the Three Gorges, Chongqing - Eling Park, Artist 
Village, Xian - Terracotta Warriors, Huaqing Hot Spring, Grand Mosque, Wild Goose Pagoda. 

With CTS Horizons, China is more than just another destination. 

■ Book direct 0171-836 9911 (Open 7 days) 


et 


TravJ fame (UK) U4 CTS Horizons 

CTS House 7 Upper St ManmsLan^ London WQH 9PL 
Fac 01 71-3563171 EnMfcCBSctsifcmni 

Offer dmtjrtiqr s ho tmBoUa 
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4/CYCLING 


On your marks in Munich 


As the pound hits its highest 
level against the German 
currency for nine years, 
Muthena PauJ AJkazraji sees 
Bavaria's capital from his bike 


What would be Germany's contribution to 
the global supply of “world cities’’ for the 
21st century? Berlin, certainly; Hamburg, 
probably; and, to complete the Teutonic tri* 
umviraie, only Bavaria's capital can s uffice . 
Munich's size and stature provides the 
touristic gravity to attract visitors, but also 
presents them with a bit of a problem. How 
best to get around a city so vast that it 
already possessed three orbitaL*Uaoftahnen 
while the M25 was still on the drawing- 
board? 

The 1.300km of Munich’s cycle paths 
provide a solution, not least because they 
are so neatly marked and organised. If a 
cyclists' traffic light says “Halt", MQnch- 
eners will obediently wait at a desolate 
pedestrian intersection until the ligbL 
changes to green. An English friend living 
here has tried sneaking across, and been 
promptly licked off by affronted citizens. 
Given a modest stretch of smooth Tarmac, 
however, and the temptation - especially 
among the 100,000 students at Germany’s 
largest university - to crank up the pedal- 
power is frequently surrendered to with un- 
nerving abandon. That said, Munich's 
wealth of historic buildings and elegant av- 
enues, extensive gardens and gradient-free 
terrain make it excellent for urban cycling. 

I began my trip away from the weaving 
lines of cyclists in the centre of Germany's 
“secret capital”, by the Deutsches Muse- 
um on Ludwig's Bridge. My chosen route 
was through leafy parkland on the east bank 
of the river Isar, across Luitpold Bridge, 
right into the En glish Garden, and then 
north to the park's Kleinhesseloher See. 

At the start, the wooded pathways 
through Maximilian’s Garden, across from 
the Deutsches Museum, give continuous, 
bank’s-edge views of the beautiful river Isar. 
It flows from its Alpine source 50km south 
of the city, through the heart of Munich, 
before spilling into the Danube near 
Deggendort Clean, gurgling and green, it 
runs swift and shallow around white pebble 
banks and islets on which flocks of black- 
headed gulls gather. 

With a dear blue sky, and tb&Fdhn wind 
blowing in from the Alps and wanning the 
city up, I freewheeled along the bank, un- 
der Maximilian's Bridge by the seat of the 
Bavarian State Parliament, and on to 
friedeas Angel Hus golden, statue of a 
Greek goddess, perched on a high column 
overlooking the river, was built in 1871 by 
King Ludwig II. Now known as the “fairy- 
tale king”, on account of his love of build- 
ing romantic castles in line with ^fegnerian 



Ge rman legen d, he did not live happily ever the route I had decided to take next art (meanwhile, at the nearby Hofgarten, tracks. Known as Munich's “green lung”, 
after. Ludwig apparently neglected state A short spin across Luitpold Bridge “degenerate art” was being displayed). It it was laid out in 1879. 
affairs, was deciamri insane, and met, a . brought me alongside, the. budding that . is ziow home to-the State GaOeiy-ofMod^ -AsUhe-grafceLaxmched underwheeLJ. 

mysterious watery death in Lake Sternberg. Hitler's opponents nicknamed “Weiss- ere Art ' took a path heading roughly in the direc- 

Tbe view from the monument’s base worst” (a white sausage). This long, flat. From the-Haus der Kunst northwards, ticm of the Monopteroos, a circular, Greek- 
stretches along Prinzregenten Strasse, past neoclassical gallery is truly monolithic, the English Garden stretches for five kilo- style teznple on a hillock, which draws the 
the Bavarian National Museum and the opened in 1937 by Joseph Goebbels to metres of open grassy spaces and woodland eye from the southern end of the park. The 
Haus der Kunst (House of German Art): house the Third Reich’s notion of German clumps, interwoven with smooth gravel view from the temple today is absorbing. 


+ 


f 


Bavarian beauty: view over Munich, 
Germany’s secret capital 
photograph: Gavin Hellieri Robert Harding 
Picture Library 



Cyclists whip across distant gaps in the I 
chestnut trees; the green, onion-shaped ! 
domes on the towers of the Frauenkirche * 
top the city's skyline. 

From the Monoptcrous, I pedalled 
past the park’s Chinese Ibwer, and north- 
wards towards the Seehaus beergarden on 
the edge of the Kleinhesseloher See. This 
in ry man -made lake is only a stone’s throw 
from Schwab ing, home of the city's once 
thriving artists’ quarter (Ka n di n sky, Klee, 
Brecht). The beergarden made a suitable 
finishing-point for my trip and aslsai back 
to relax, water lapped at the edges of the 
wooden benches and tables arranged in or- 
dered ranks under the swaying trees. With- 
out a sandwich in my saddlebag, I 
considered sampling the Munich fare, but 
the thought of Schweinshax'n (pork 
knuckles) quelled the idea. It was tempt- 
ing to try the macho Bavarian challenge of 4 
drinking a “mass" of beer. I settled, how- ' 
ever, for half a litre, which, in a robust glass 
mug, seemed heavy enough, although it fells 
pathetically shot of a local record: one mus- 
cular Munich beer-maiden carrying 27 
litre glasses at once. 

Such boisterous images, though, were 
a far cry from my gently satisfying day- a 
little biking, a little beer, in a leafy city of 
great architectural elegance. 


Gateway to Bavaria 
Getting there: the best deal to Munich 
at present is on Debonair (0500 146200) 
from Luton to Munich for £117.40 re- 
turn. Lufthansa (0J45 737747) and 
British Airways (0345 222111) fly from 
Birmingham and Heathrow; BA also 
flies from Edinburgh and Gatwick, 
and Tnfthatma from Manchester. 

A more esoteric way to travel is by 
. train, most economically achieved by 
using Eurostar (0345 303030) via Brus- 
sels to Cologne for £89, then one of the 
special evening or weekend deals pro- 
moted by German Rail (0181-390 
8833) -which can get you across Ger- 
many to Munich for as little as £12 re- 
turn for two people travelling together. 
Getting around: in Munich a selection 
of cycles can beirired arRadra&Tburis- 
tik, near platform 31 of the Haupt- 
.. .:bahnhof y ..Munich y s main --railway 
station. Prices begin at £25 per day. 
Further information: the German 
National ‘fourist Office is at 65 Cuizon 
Street, London W1 (0171-493 0080). 
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The winning LottoAid numbers for drawdate 123.99 are: 
IK 2nd 3rd 4th . 5th 
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021505 


021659 


021557 


021293 


75% of al proceeds from LocmMd go (freed/ to fund AcdonAkTs 
fighc aphw: wond poverty. 

For draft erf how bo phy. please telephone the he^dedc on: OMfiO 42972 
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WIN A FAIRYTALE BREAK AT 

Dalhousie Castle 




Take part in our unique 
competition and you could be 
enjoying an unforgettable 
romantic weekend at die 13th 
century Dalhousie Casde 
hotel. Situated in countryside 
just 20 minutes from the heart 
of Edinburgh, the casde has 
played host to many famous 
historical figures from Oliver 
Cromwell to Queen Victoria. 

'four prize would Include two 
nights luxury accommodation 
for two in a Casde doubleftwin 
room with a complimentary 

room upgrade, subject to 
ivaHabHIty. foil Scottish 
breakfasts, dinners in the fine 
dining barrel- vaulted Dungeon 
restaurant and a 
complimentary botde of 
champagne on arrival. Prize to 
betaken by 31/10/98. 

To enter this c om p etition dial 
the number beta*, answer die 
following question on Kne and 


leave your name and foil 
address. 


Q: When is Burns night 
celebrated? 

Call 0930 514 881 


fjnife not fady enough n wwi niy 
wtahi wtoay ! ef an ariae 
for Mepeodent (coders anyway? 
Far fa tpcacl rate of jet £11 5 per 
penan natyouraf and yaarpanter 
motwonfehtayMfthtauy 

fcrer*£ss 

wf dmer In die Ouyqon maun* 
anonenfcte Ofiir wfcfurxtf 3fsAtoy 
199ft adbifof Easter mi atyect to 
Mdbfoi OQbrbased'mimstoega 
mom JEr a mMnuti aw njhi my 

boot al OatauAi Gmfc on 01875 
WOIW orgvmf ittQridinidi'i3iirt!**i tit 
qattylhe MqxudM eflb 

Cm rettSOp p* w* tt »» Hum. WVvw pkfad « nodam ilbrfcwi daw WHwtMte. 
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Just lie 

back 

and 

cycle 

into 

heaven 


There's a lot wrong with most bikes: 
the saddle, for a start Then there’s the 
unorthopaedic bend you have to put 
into your back to reach the handlebars. 
And, above all else, when ft comes to 
efficiency even a lightweight racing 
machine has the aerodynamics of a 
double-decker bus once you get on 
board. 

Which is why recumbent riders are 
so laid-back they’re almost horizontal. 
It's not just a question of attitude. You 
really do lie back, though you're not 
in fact much lower than you are on a 
normal bike. Gone is that sick joke of 
a saddle, and, even more important, 
out on the roads, gone is the tendency 
to fly head Erst over the handlebars, 
as you do when your bike hits some- 
thing at speed. 

By taking the good bits of a bike 
(wheels, pedals and chain), and ar- 
ranging them in a sensible way, de- 
signers of the recumbent version have 
created a format that looks bizarre, 
even unridable, but works beautifully. 
Though there are lots of varieties of 
recumbent bike, the common factor is 
that the pedals are out in front rather 
than beneath you, allowing a relaxed 
sitting-back posture which is also ef- 
ficient for turning the pedals. All your 
body weight is supported on a mini sun 
lounger, so neck, spine, wrists, hands 
and backside don’t suffer the contor- 
tions and pounding that they do an a 
conventional bicycle. Handlebars, pos- 
itioned either above your lap or be- 
neath the seat, are there for steering 
and operating the controls, not for 
leaning down on or p ulling up on. 

With that many differences, riding 
a recumbent is definitely a new skill 



Fast trade you may look bizarre 
on a recumbent bike but you'll 
find the sensation of speed 
uplifting 

Photograph: Eric Kendall 






For adventure travel, writes Eric Kendall, don't srt up and beg — a recumbent 
cycle can take you further and faster than you might think possible 


to grasp. The doser you get to one, the 
more you wonder whether some 
hideous joke is being played on you by 
the rest of the world. From swinging 
your leg over to falling off. everything 
is unfamiliar- there’s not even much 
to hold on to while wheeling it to a 
quiet stretch of driveway for a tenta- 
tive Gist go. 

The process of learning to ride a 
bike, for most of us, happened too 
long ago to recall in detail, and it's 
probably just as welL Learning to ride 
a recumbent now, aged 31 and three- 
quarters, was essentially a repeat of 
that distant experience, but much 
quicker. Instead of Daddy running 
along behind with my best interests 
at heart, it was the man from the shop 
who owned the fantastically expen- 
sive machine that I might just crash. 
Shaking him off, whatever his moti- 
vation, was an excellent incentive to 
get it together. 

It's all about taking a chance: bal- 
ancing on two wheels never seems a 
good bet in the cold light of day. Sit- 
ting back with your legs out in front 


of you makes getting the pedals going 
much more committed than when 
they’re just a few inches from the 
ground and you’re only a step away 
from standing on your own two feet. 
As you prepare to push off for the first 
time, being too analytical and drink- 
ing about how youH balance makes life 
hard. Letting thing s come naturally, 
aided and abetted by minimal cerebral 
input, is the way to do it, so the experts 
say; I had no problem at all 

Once you’re on your way, within 
minutes it feels so natural that you can 
begin to appreciate what’s going on. 
Contrary to expectation, the han- 
dling is precise - the bike goes where 
you point it - and it feels amazingly 
responsive to your pedalling input; 
these are definitely machines for 
speed. With the excellent weight dis- 
tribution (low and towards the back) 
braking is encouragingly smooth and 
powerful, and while banking over to 
corner fast, you can still pedal with am- 
ple clearance. 

Just to confuse things, and to grat- 
ify small boys in men’s bodies, re- 


cumbent trikes add another dimension. 
They are mercifully ample to ride —yon 
can even leave your feet on the ped- 
als when you come to a halt - though 
going, not stopping, is what these 
things are all about. They’re so low to 
the ground that the sensation of speed 
is fantastic. The handling is quick and 
active, and lifting the inside wheel in 
tight comets gives a satisfying, slightly 
hairy indication that you’re trying 
hard enough; lifting it in shallow 
bends means you’re about to break the 
land speed record. On the right sur- 
face, you can even do hand-brake turns, 

which should be reason enough for 
people to go out in droves to buy them. 

Recumbencs can be successfully rid- 
den in all kinds of traffic conditions but 
they excel on the open road, going far- 
ther, faster and with less effort. The 
mechanics of having a seat behind you 
to resist your push against the pedals 
is superb, aflowtng your upper body to 
relax and your lungs to breathe effi- 
den^whteycoirIegsdotfaevrork:'Tbe 
aerodynamic advantage is also signify 
icant, particularly with the addition of 


a fairing; which can be fitted to most 
designs of recumbent cycle. 

Where to learn/ try/ buy 
Some bike shops stock recumbents, but 
for the UK’s biggest range and expert 
tuition, try Future Cycles (01342 
822847) in Sussex. For the full exper- 
ience they offer day and weekend hire, 
with money back if you like it so much 
that you decide to boy a recumbent 
Weekend breaks including B&B, tu- 
ition and two days' hire cost £1 15. 

Other outlets where tuition is avail- 
able are: Gear of Glasgow (0141 
3391179) and the Avon Ifelley Cydeiy 
(01225 442442). 

Prices for recumbent cycles start at 
£399, though the average is around 
£1,000; recumbent trikes cost from 
£1,600 to £3,000. 

Go faster 

The British Human Power Club 
(BHPC), 15 Station Road, Dyce, Ab- 
erdeen AB21 7BA, is the racing organ- 
isation for recumbent cyclists. Races 
are held at dosed tracks and often in- 
volve recumbents with full body shells. 
The streamlining creed is based on the 

fact that on a conventional bike at 
18 mph, 80 per cent of the forces slow- 
ing the vehicle come from air resist- 
ance, and as the speed increases, so this 
percentage rises. No wonder cydists 
always think they’re riding into a head 
wind. 

Speed records, such as 68.7r 
the solo flying 200-metre record, ; 

485 miles for the world hour record, 
make you wonder why conventional 
bike racers bother to get on the road 
at all 
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Falling 
with the 
snow 


.4 never too late to learn to ski - everyone.! 
entitled to their share of exhilaration and - 
humiliation. John Hobson keels over with the 
beginners' class... and the grappa 


is 


Sixty years old and a ski novice, so 
whalyou need right at the outset is 
a reminder of mortality. Day One of 
the holiday and the lifts are closed 
for the funeral of a 58-year-old ski- 
er — and he was an instructor. 

True, he was an avalanche victim 
- and these just don’t happen on 
nursery slopes. Come to fh*i. he 
wasn’t just any old maestro either, 
: • but a ski-run architect, a v isio nary 
v**wbo helped this I talian village to de- 
velop other ways of appealing to 
tourists than making clogs. But 
there’s nothing like a leaden sky, and 
the quiet contemplation of the black 
saloon’s roof-rack piled high with 
mourning flowers instead of skis, to 
reinforce geriatric self-doubt. 

It’s a somewhat Gothic reprise of 
the gnawing anxieties that greet 
each day. If the dawn brings any cer- 
tainty, H is that the inexpert skier of 
late middle-age won’t be troubled by 
constipation. 

Less than two hours by autostra- 
da and hairpin bends from Turin, this 
is Champolnc, the Monte Rosa tow- 
ering above like the opening cred- 
its from Paramount Pictures. Until 
you round the corner to the lift con- 
jpourse, the only street worth the 
name is unhurried and congenial. 

At weekends, though, the village 
centre becomes Jammed with cars 
and mini-vans, a promenade of de- 
signer labels. This influx of locals 
means same waiting at the lifts, which 
for the rest of the week possess some- 
thing of the quiet, and purpose, of 


the confessional. Side by side am? 
soaring aloft, plump strangers of a 
certain age scan each other’s face s 
fora wiinlde count, and confide their 
fears about recovery time from lig- 
ament operations. ' 

These are the aerodynamical^ 
challenged men and women of the 
lower slopes with bulky salopettes 
and thick-lined coats zipped to the 
chin. They hire skis and boots be- 
cause investing in their own would 
be just another temptation to fate. 

But it’s just possible you’re not 
past it, and that you’ll come out 
miraculously rejuvenated at the oth- 
er end. That's the gamble. This is the 
hubris segment of the grey pound 
holiday market 

During the good times, say mid- 
morning after a satisfactory warm- 
up and a few successful turns, you're 
entitled to a stake in the universal 
exhilaration. The fresh air, the fre- 
quently flawless blue skies, the 
mountains coated in snow like thick 
cream, the crisp powder under the 
ski: the brochure speaks true. The 
bonus is the sense of being there on 
borrowed time. 

The beginners' dass is not solely 
a company of men and women, but 
trills to tibe sound of infant voices, and 
Italian infants at that They accept as 
just an oddity of the adult world that 
a fuBy-grownBrit, on the edge of de- 
cline, should trail along at the bade 
as they snowplough down the nurs- 
ery slope. Later in the day, it raises 
a few eyebrows among passers-by 



Taking a turn: but even at 60, the enthudatic beginner need not be over the hill 


when your chubby-cheeked ac- 
quaintances hail yon famSisriy across 
tiie street, but at least you’re devel- 
oping a ski reputation of sorts. 

Even a 60-year-dd can reasonably 
hope to graduate to catch-all inter- 
mediate status after a full week of 
lessons. Ftom then on, allocation by 
ability to the Ideal ski dass be- 
comes less precise, consrientiousfy 
though the organisers try to mix and 
match. But yon might just be fortu- 
nate enough to spend the week un- 
der the tutelage of a comparatively 
grizzled old instructor who will in- 
tmtively understand your needsj and 
cajole you up the mountain with the 
promise of a glass or two of grappa 
at the next resting place. 


Meanwhile, it’s not difficult to ig- 
nore the happy-camper invitations to 
fondue nights and torchlit ski runs 
from company reps on 18-30 Club 
day release. Aprfts your ski, bliss is 
a hot shower or a good soak. Instead 
of stepping out into the sub-zero 
darkness, the evening is a decent 
meal and a drink in the hotel, an Ital- 
ian TV game show, and so to bed 
You can afford to skip the discussion 
in the bar about piste quality. If the 
slope is patchy with ice, you’ll fall 
over. That’s about it 

But you wiQ have to scour the 
brochures carefully for clues to the 
information that’s nearest to your 
heart Never mind die piste, how far 
are you going to have to trudge with 


your skis wearing a hole in your shoul- 
der? Is it uphill from the hotel to the 
lift? Has the travel company arranged 
for you to dump your hired gear near 
the lift bottom overnight? If so, is the 
cost already included? Sure, there are 
plenty of lifts, but wouldn’t you 
rather be sitting in a chair than hang- 
ingon to a drag lilt, trying tokeepyoor 
skis in line with the ruts in the snow? 

Get the details wrong, and failure 
will etch itself on your anatomy. The 
body heals, but the mental scars re- 
main from a penitential week in Fop- 
polo, a split-level Italian resort, 
where the alternative to stepping out 
of the hotel on to a daunting drag lift 
was a ski-burdened, 15-minute tramp 
up an unforgiving gradient 


Adjust also, to the fact that ski- 
ing is a dan activity, for enthusiasts 
supposedly inured to discomfort. Air- 
port check-in queues double in 
length because of all the ski clutter 
and because some airports struggle 
to cope with the numbers. 

It’s the shared experience and ski 
argot that draws participants into a 
group culture. The wide open spaces 
of the airport lounge resound to cries 
of recognition from holidays past, and 
there’s much exchanging of hugs and 
kisses in the aisles as the coaches 
sweep new arrivals to the resorts. 

Don’t knock it. Embrace it, 
tentatively, having first identified 
your bolt-hole for when you’ve had 
enough. Consider this: where, out- 


Phcrtograph: Ski shoot 


side a group of similarly mature 
years, are you going to find solici- 
tous concern, the emergency loan 
of an elastic bandage or a bottle of 
liniment? 

With luck, anyway, at some stage 
of the day you’ll have found your own 
breathing space, taking in the moun- 
tain view, proud and alone. Think of 
the grappa. You're that much clos- 
er to heaven. 

Turin is tricky to reach direct Jmm the 
UK Alitalia (01 71-602 7111) flies dai- 
ly from London City airport to Turin 
in association with its codeshare part- 
ner Azzurm Air. The alternative is to 
fly to Geneva, Nice or Milan arid trav- 
el onwards fry rail or car. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Hofidays ■ 



Some books 

CAN CHANGE YOUR LITE. 
This one can 

CHANGE EVERYBODY’S. 


To Had out how you can.|oin4Hi 
E oUi wt dm ami prwttngfaaili 
and assistance on over ISO 
e n v i r o n m ent a l and cultural 
projects world-wide, get f*»« 
Earthwstch Institute Expedition 
Guido. Gafl OIB45 311 M0 wtffi 
your credit card or sand a 
cheque for 0-50. made payable 
to Eartiwv a t ch , to 
EAKTHWATCH FREEPOST 
OF 1ST, OXFORD 0X2 MR. 

Earthwatch 

It 4 t -*T“- INSTITUTE 


(MDING SOLUTIONS FOR A SUS i AINABLE FUTURF 


Greek Isles • Turkey * Spain • Pcr.ugal 
New Z-jUiun-.i ■ ikusPaua ♦ Kenya * Gotf S'.avis ‘ Iran 
Morocco • Tunisia • Egypt • Syria • Jordan • Yemen 
Soi.;h Africa * Inti.s * Peru • Ecuador * Galapsgcs 
“uca • Seuce ■ Bahamas * and many mere' 


ADVENTURES ABROAD 

Adventure 
with comfort! 

"■ 00800 665 03998 

vwww^dvenhnTBS-abroad-com 
E-Mail: adabroad @infoserve.net | 





Special Interest Holidays 


TT Experiencctfae - 

Unexpected 

’ Discover the unique experience 
of a small group 
tuhemurd • . 

o Wildlife Safaris uTrddung Expeditions 
e Sailing Adventures » Jungle Exploration 
o QtbundTmmng •Wilderness Experience 
fvr tmr tOO page celeur brvdmn adl 

01252 344161 

Pktst qmte Rtflrtxa SI 


OMbmie 
; GUI l /LQ. 




Walk with Waymark 

ci coHipde£e£f di^ej<£rtt viea) 



.Sonlpwtev^acpwiMNad 

I- - J- u-hJ 

motion • nonius ytuuau 

fom nosy to stnmueue* Fnandfy 
bohfc wirfi penond Mnnce 
• Badkpoddng end kraUdag fours 
■ hml fay admUtd eofnai 
• No tommy surcharge 


Call us today or send far our brochure 

WflMAU IOUMYS-01753 691 404 &} 
44 WMDSOB ROAD, SLOUGH. $L1 2EJ 


Pots other holidays in rise dude 



E^DUS 

... _ hnltHavr. h 


ii nmun walking ® discovwy hotldajw, biking adventures » 
| In small a^P^^^xpedttions worldwide | 

I m-^2 OCT. 0181 673 0859. '*>*""*■*■*1 



CYGUNU AMD WMXUKI heWeya 
In Bavaria 4 The Blade Form 
Fraa -brochure oiaoa 780800 
ATT0.ATCN.2asr 

BKYROS The HoUeOc Erperiwujo. 
In Greece & Ow Caribbean. Ct71 
284 3068 orvnwukvroaianV 
WALKING m Franco, Iwly, Europe 
and me lied 41 lewis. guUed or 
Independent warm friendly 

tows, great regional cufefaw, 
•wryttring arranged tar you. 
Headwater 01606 813339 ATOL 
2412 ATTO 


City Breaks 



INDIAN \ 

UflMJUAYXS; 

Jlltis Summer Enjoyl 

Trekking ■ Jeep Safaris 
Motorcycling • Cycling 
WM Howare 
I Tews 


\ 


mhumtoixwm 

^01 323 4222 13] 

ttadertdJanfitfttafoLtai 


jouAney 
vlatTRiv. 
AMERICA 

Escorted Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 
0161 8321441 

I wtnWMUmffOUiijmNkMOLiA. 


t 


tarsnmmoata 



r OI7G87 39966 5 

CYCLING (town quM country 
lanoa. Juat enough ainwclae to 
wotIl up an appetta (or the next 
great meal! Stay at charming 
hotels la Franoa & tfory. MW cany 

your ' 




2412 ATTO. 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN: MaJ Lucan & 

Manertan lanchauBMaHi pools 

In unepoIR bw, naar coast. 
01B542E1 431. ATTO ATOL 2787 


Corsica 



eaWkb ftaaaal ffoc foam 
ante! dwihris wetafali. 
MribwaHM Hdafol baufoa. 

Sired * IHfcnrih AutKigs 
MnnafolnM oessSt Hotels 
Bcadalde Apertmens 
PrtwreVfflM -drive cytfcng 

SffHurfwHaad.UindwtWJaWL 


0171-385 8438 


EXCEL dwiMfl* 20 hotels, epu. 
ny drtoe, owfowa, cBim (Mns. 
Contact your agent cr Bw Cares- 


0171 495 -6877. Fdy 
ABWVBWZ. ATOL 3084. 


i Varney. 

hrairfoA 


Skiing Holidays 



Ctolcs travel and 
acam pd attonat 
ansclng prices. 

nOOflKE: 

0171 5847826 In Mane 

H5BVAIKMS: bsmST 
I 0171 5842841 . A 


Off it id 

Kcpreier.fstior) 
ir, Gr«cl Britain 



Airport Parking 


HEATHROW C4JJB per day. Free 
prefong after 1 4 days, tore charge 
£09.30 up to TOO deye Secure 
Parking 0181 813 8130 


Corsica 


orsira 




0181 995 9323 

unnnr 4KM.H09 ATTO 


CORSICA? 

from 

uxwon^acnieawpon: | 
SHORT BREAKS 


Sae your local tadepan dw * U 
trawl agent or <aR I 

01444 881414 
For your Brodun Cal Free 

0800 7317362 J 

Bitrr *in iir iJ’nAiMr ifiJI 

CORSICAN PLACES, We 
cfolaa In Ccrtfoe. 
with pode, conagr 
ho 


lovifo vflfoa 

e by the mm. 


aelectad ream vary fcfoidty per- 
sonal aandee. ATOL 2647. /m 
Tot D1 434 <W8(M8I Free 480033. 


Qyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vttfoge 

houeaa finidfowUd areaa. Ptw 

Ms. flvartws, escoflad totaa. 
SUMVIL 0181 847 4748 ATTO 

atol ace 


Prance 


THE BEST 
OF FRANCE 
& ITALY 



FRENCH 
I — IF^EE! 


A WIDE RANGE Of VILLAS 
COTTAGES, AWRIMBilTS. 
SHORT BREAKS A HOTH5, 
CAMPING 



THE WIDEST RANGE OF 
VILLAS IN TUSCANY, 
UMBRIA, ROMANS 
VBJET1AN COUNTRYSIDE 
AND SOT 


LunnPoly 


vein 


The UK’s No. I Holiday Shop 

lOfa-^ptoMnerbcoiegi BB^9fogtaaBMili)LOt«fccrtru<1reycf ISrfffaj 


A. 
NEW 
L WAY TO 
ENJOY, 
HOUEWY FRANCE j 

Book direct with 
the owners 
and save. 

PLUS 

SKOAL SAVINGS 
ON FERRY TRAVEL | 

For yonr colonr 

brochure call: 

0990 143 551 

CoS&cd 

HOLIDAY HOMES to RBMTi 




May, Jim & July SBeSoren 

Ef£ 79 * 


0990 134 748 



*SSSSSB&Bt 



choice 

of traduonal French 
hofiday properties. 
[fSffi OOUnt BKXMBE 




tSHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

. 4p ukril M e l iB fo d arfo A 


faMltanMAfon.* 


MMiMOAni 
FarabraaMm 
- nn wrntr j 


jBQLaaMjanreMS 



A Short Breaks tfooogfrcul 
Franc* Wide* cfccke el 
Htriab and Apartaientc. 

Air, Sea, tad or Saif Drive. 
Contact your agent or 

TOmMSME VERNEYl 


% 


BBTTTAHV SOUTH. Mne tram 
bench, three acre gart 
superb group of gttae. lal 01924 


LOT ownam offer quarity tarro- 
housea, acme with pods, sleepe 

2-12. n 25/Cl 800 p/w 81544 
828455. 


CYCLING FOR SOFTIES 
•qpte&a menus, quality KMi 
and a uiiqua view ol rural Franca 
from a bicycle. Agent ATOL 80S. 
W 0181 2485134. 

BRITTANY Doidegna, can d'Azur 
end more. Lovely VWae. many 
with peels. Sunaolacl VBIas. 
AflTA V7278 Brochure 0181 707 
8794. 

NEAR MK . HoHay apt, madhwel 
French mountain vffieoa at St 
JaenneL Sfoe 2/4 C145-E210 p.«L 
Tah 0%a Moyto 01584 880391 

ALPINE S Annecy vBagea, lovely 
apt* & hetote. Lutes & Mourtatne 
01329 844406. ATTO 

LOIRE IDYLLIC riverside cottages. 
Sp. deetai ApdMay. 01440 7D2E27 

SOUTH BHTANNY new Wanes. 
House In centre of vfflage. E2S 
per dey al yeanSeapa 6/8. Ring 
tor DcoUeL'M; 01802 7G7737. 

CYCLE TOURING In Brittany horn 
tl» par werriL Brel 
01579 350379. 8-rrrefl teetnn- 


DORDOYME VALLEY HoHay cot- 
tagft Jo ^ W'MWrt^shiyi. Sfoe 6. 3 

house sips lo'^m Septtmbec 

CYCLING OR WALKING TOURS. 
Memorable meals, comfy hotels 
5 bags canted. Belle France 
01 707 - 223777. ATOL 2832 ATTO. 

LOT VALLEY S.W France. Wkte 
a ele ct ion of country houas* all 


broeftwa contact Peter AMous at 
Kfoflflther Holidays. 1 0033 
407113 R 0033 5Q 407471. 

BRITTANY GITE 20 mhre 9t IWo. 
15 mins Onen. 2 bedroome, Tet; 
01752 BG25SB. 

PROVENCE. Restored house In 
chaming Luberon ha vSega. 
Steep* 4. C2t0 - £350 (ml Easter 
avaMtmy. TW 01225 742544 

WALKING In 10 unspoiled French 
regions. Afl levels, guided or 
Independent, warm Mindly 
hotels, greet regional cutetne 
everything arranged for you. 
Hsadaretor 01608 813340 ATOL 
2412ATTD. 

CYCLING down quiet country 
lanoa. Just enough exarafsa to 
wort up «i amoBta tor toa nesa 
great meall Stay at charming 
emefl h otels In 10 anchentfog 
regions. We cany your baas. 
Headwater 01 BOO 813340 ATOL 
2412 ATTO 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
poote M hidden 
01 BM 261 431 AIT0 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST 8 
SkreaUa. Central pensions, 
hotatai 8 apt*. Caehara 10170® 


POLAWL Sefl catoflno, B&B. Brerel 
4 car hire Krakow 4 other sreos. 
saoelen vnsre 0181 8083755. 

PRAGUE. Budfowst, Vienna. Barfo 
4 Ktskoai. Law hoislprleaa trore 
£i« pp 4 nuns from 
CiaSfUUn) (Aoartf ATOL 1245). 
Sermnar Chalets In Sfownla, Slo- 
vakia 4 Czech from £2i? per 
unak. Auu Pten 01 543 357777 


Germany 


GERMANY- Deity low cost ngMs 
and how accommodation. All 
ma|or cradK cards. Plsase can 
German Ravel Centra 0181 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 


Malta 


niuiiii 

D91 EBflSffl 


UNBEATABLE VALUE 
QUALITY HOLIDAYS 
SUPER BARGAIN FUGKTO 

Buummaemoamm mom 

mwnmm 

_ FRESone: D800 181374 
R —e nrelJii s : 0181 78B3233 
AT0LM8 ABIRypa 


EXTENSIVE CHOICE of haWs, vt- 
hi + apis. For beat prices: 
Brachure me>. 01204 8891 14. 


Portugal 



jb rlMteniwi ttfoi4>lft*» 
amt At Dwa u dw hnshM 


hdUMpmd tdvbnmb. 

0181 995 9323 

irnvun sroLitn uro 


Jjfc INDEPENDENT 

VttLAS 

WEST ALGARVE HOLIDAYS 

PRIVATE VILLAS & APARTMENTS 

!|MIUIfo4.G4fo4Bfo 
EXTRA. VILLAS AVAILABLE 
FOK SUMMER 98 

FteswAa Hamer. Hod 
fl rl nt .' V i Ale.ljil Ocrm 


014/3 61032 ■ 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Ftaribla Oy- 
rkhes North la Soulh. Character 
8B Pputadae, Manor Houses. 
Phis Azores. Madabe. 0181 847 
4748 A/TD ATOL 808 

REAL PORTUGAL Afl types of 
rantafohoikieye. North to Small. 
Portfolio W: 01 74 7861 3S1. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL; Country 
houeaa wMt pools hi unspolt 
North. UMm and Doura 01854 
2B1431 AfTD ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Russia 


RUSSIA / UKRAINE tndapemfont 
Ttwv*l SpodefleW- Rnctaflse, Air- 
fare*, Group*. INTERCHANGE 
01SI 681 3612 ATOL 3(29 


Switzerland 


ameaforpe —fog MSywM t 

SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 

hre MUmin rwm 
qt*H li w. Qeirefo m ae»H8 
pMemaedMi 



nfomdermhCMeri 
tahwfoHhafoai 
For ■ brachure 
81818777187 


Overseas Travel 
Advertising 
also appears on 
pages 6g 8 & 9. 
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6/CORNWALL 


For pirates, painters, and 
anyone else who loves a 
Cornish fishing village, 
Polperro is the place, says 
Linda Cookson 


For all you landlubbers, there are two ways 
into the famously beautiful Cornish fish- 
ing village of Poiperru. You can approach 
by road or by cliff path. 

If you choose the road, you’ll need to 
leave your car at the public car park at the 
entrance lo the village and walk the half 
mile or so down towards the harbour. Or 
— if you’re that way inclined — take a ride 
with the Fblperro Horse Bus Company and 
make your arrival by horse and cart. The 
disadvantage of this option is that it will be 
hard to kid yourself that you’re not a tourist 
Thousands of visitors descend daily on the 
village at the height of the season. In min- 
utes you'll have joined the throng and be 
jostling through the gamut of party stalls, 
ice-cream barrows, postcard shops and the 
like. As tourist spots go, Polperro is by no 
means unbearably twee. But it’s a pity to 
hit the lucky pixie charm shop and the fish 
and chip outlet (“Chip .Ahoy!") before 
you've had even a sniff of sea air. 

Far more enticing is the approach on 
fool, along the glorious National Trust 
coastal path Unking the village with the fish- 
ing towns of Looe in one direction and 
Fowey in the other. It's hard to imagine a 
more magical first view of a village any- 
where in the world. As you round the head- 
land. a tiny, picturesque harbour unfolds 
before you. The accompanying vista of cen- 
turies-old Fishermen’s cottages nestling in 
narrow crooked streets and dinging to steep 
hillsides is a scenic artist's fantasy. 

Whichever way you arrive, a major joy 
is lo explore the winding streets and pas- 
sageways. and to marvel at the character 
and charm of the buildings. Straight lines 
are hard to find — amid a jumble of assorted 
shapes and styles, architectural pragmatism 
rules supreme. Individuality flourishes. 
Jaunty wind owboxes and hanging baskets 
create a riot of colour against the paintbox 
white of most of the cottages. One house 
has been covered entirely in shells brought 
home by its owner, a sea captain. 

Polperro remains a working fishing vil- 
lage. though the standard catch is now 
mackerel rather than the pochards that used 
to abound. But it is still steeped in the his- 
tory of its heyday as a smugglers' den. Nes- 
tled in its sheltered ravine setting, the village 
became an ideal location for smugg ling in 
the 18th century - with consignments of 
contraband brandy, gin and tobacco com- 
ing from Guernsey. This history is cele- 
brated in Pblperro’s memorabilia-packed 



Not just a pretty place: Polperro, with 
its hidden harbour, was an ideal 
location for dodgy dealing in the 
18th century 

Photograph; Robert Harding Picture Library 


Singing in the smugglers’ den 


Heritage Museum of Smuggling and Fish- 
ing, situated in an old pilchard factory over- 
looking the harbour. 

During this century, Polperro has be- 
come more of a magnet for artists. The East 
Cornwall Society of Artists mounts an an- 
nual exhibition at (he Ebenezer Gallery near 
the entrance to the village. And down by 
the quayside, the Peak Rock Artists Stu- 
dio & Gallery is a working studio open to 
the public. From 20-28 June, the third an- 
nual Festival of Arts, Music and Drama will 
take place in the village. Performers will 
indude the famous Polperro Fishermen’s 


Choir, plus visiting artists such as the gui- 
tarist Bert Jansch and the poet Brian Pat- 
ten, whose Cornish poem for The 
Independent appears opposite. 

Should you weary of the bustle within 
the village itself, do remember the loveli- 
ness of the coastline. The sandy beach at 
nearby Tafland Bay is oufy a mile along the 
Coastal Path, with Looe some thieerand- 
a-half miles farther on. If you don’t quite 
fed up to that esertion, you can always head 
inland, following the stream from Talland ‘ 
Bay to Bridals Lane, once a spot notorious 
for snuggling runs. 


If any sort of walking feels too much like 
hard work, take one of the half-hourly trips 
cm a local fishing boat along the coast from 
the harbour. Or why not let a pony do the 
trekking? The stables at nearby LansaUos 
Barton (01503 272192) hire out horses for 
accompanied cliff-top rides. Absolute be- 
ginners can dop contentedly along the rocky 
pathways in the knowledge that they’re on 
two safe pairs of hooves. 

For a staunch Methodist community 
(John Wesley preached there twice in ibe 
1760s) Polperro is reassuringly well stocked 
with pubs. My own favourites are the Blue 
Peter, on the end of the quay, and the Three 
Pilchards, beside the harbour. The Noughts 
& Crosses, formerly a bakery, is also 
worth a visit. Ik name conics from the book- 
keeping habits of its 17th-century owner. 

Eating out in the evenings is excellent. 
All pubs offer food - the Crumplebom Inn, 
at the entrance to the village, is the best 
in my opinion - and there’s a surprisingly 
wide variety of restaurants. For a change, 
try The Mermaid Pizza. 

lb see Pblperro at its loveliest, stay 
overnight For longer stays, hiring a cottage 
is easily the best bet The main specialist 
provider is Polperro ’s Black Horse Agency 
which handles some 26 bolidav properties 
(01503 272303). 

For shorter stays, the Crumplehom Inn 
- which also offers self-catering apart- 
ments - docs bed and breakfast for two 
people sharing a double room at £40 a 
night (01503 272348). Bed and breakfast 
in the Old Mill House Hotel in the cen- 
tre of the village (01503 272362) costs £45 
for a double room (extra charge for the 
four-poster). 

But if money is no object venture that 
mile or so along the cliff path to the Tkl- 
land Bay Hotel (01503 272667). This at- 
tractive country house, dating back to the 
16th century, is set amid gorgeous gardens 
and overlooks the sea. Dinner, plus bed and 
breakfast for two sharing a double room 
with sea view, could set you back as much 
as £190 at the height of the season. But 
prices are less steep at this time of yean 
dinner, bed - in a room with a sea view - 
and breakfast cost £72 per person, and 
. there’s a special offer of £1 10 per person 
for two nights including dinner and break- 
fast, but minus the view. 

For details of the 1993 Polperro Festival of 
Arts, Music and Drama, call 01503-272129 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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TUSCANY UMBRIA I 

j & Coastal Regions in Italy 

fthrabmavah 
swtai>*«tata 
«tti 1 Owe, 
Esdkn kauricdjc 
vurmlrdalaUi 
hnwiAii 
fNOW 



Tra&onmlcauntrjviBa- 
I ujujOmiiG *ith pool. ritarmiBg I 
imtamac holds ad Jhx&k 

fit-dmr hoSdajt. 


tafitfetr/iterifevr terete to 
Fbmcm w, I'lmilrc and Rumt. 

|0181995 9323| 
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LA BELLA TOSCANA Very special 
bmuiouso*. wnaa & Apts in ft 
■round W W in En g imtfwl San 
Gtatfgnano between Ploranoa ft 
Siena. IBM bradi 0181.422. 
92 IB 

TUSCANY I UMBRIA - quality 
detection of private villa* ft apt*, 
atanung 2-22. Fbr 1988 brochure. 
Cottage* to Caatfae. 01822 ■ 
720731 -AgTOT bonded. 

NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
ARNflU’tMm ft Capl. Beeudtul 
private vSlaa ft opt*. For IBM 
brochure entrap— u ChSm 
01822 -720731 ■ ABTOT bonded. 

8UNVTL DISCOVERY Flexible ffy- 
diWea 10 Tuaeany ft Umbria. 
Character SB Bccom. Pha Strife 
Lake* and CUea. 0181 B474748 
AITO ATOL 608 

TUSCANY.'OieuX Select propar- 
lies to aMBaOem tocattane, pools 
ate. Coi Brochure OI938 40)120 
ABTAV7333. 

SAftMNIAi'BieiUf. E«tL choke at 
tnwta apt*. Ry drtvo, car tours, 
(SwaUpbta. Contact your apart 
or tha ModJpoctallaf Tourisms 
Varney OlTl *95 6877. Fufty 
bonded A0TA VB662, ATOL 3264 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VHs*. col- 
tagas and apar t m a nia . For 
brochures cal tailor -maria Ibura 
on 0181 281 1450 

TUSCANY betwe en Ftoma a 
Siena. afe Hats, alp 24 in i SC 
VBa. — amu bip pool to spacious 
ground*- Tai English speaking 
5nr MancM 0030 575844812. 

VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 

MENTS ha* a rang* of private 
apta to ML ANo Floranco, Romo, 
Varna. Veneto. Tab Oiar 878 
1130. Fas 01818780882. 

SICILY wtth SUNWOHLD naans 
culture. acanary, gnat food ft 
•Ina. me* hotels. 7 Mom pack* 
ages Pom £308. Mda Norn C48 ft 
Saturday day Ngtta tram 
Qanricfc. Can 0870 BOB 1973 or 
aaa your travai again. Satworfd. 
AHTA V346X. ATOL 1366 
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■Mya* na«* grnml caa^aa 
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JHtmOr href*. Hat mrfioMt 




aUAwMrijikwti 

0181 995 9323 
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LSHEHPA EXPEDITIONS 

u iirii l rii a te i detee a 
[ qcteg tare So MyaMi mi 
; gafeLcr phoned ovnnW 



tette. aid area bOnM 
tabor he Miah|ex 
Forsbroetw* 
01815777187 


COUNTRYSIDE Bat Roma & 
Naplaa. VRa trips 8. Aval dot. JM, 
Sapt C2BO-E350. Tot 0187S 
815688 

APULIA / CALABRIA SJCfy. Amato, 
Sardinia, discover the wonderful 
Sown. Charming vBaa. hotels, 
pock 01684 722183 ATTO ATOL 

LAKES. MOUNTAINS and 
baachaa. Wide range of hotel* 
and sett catering throughout Ittey 
Including Elba and Si oOy at vary 
raaaonteta prices. Auto Plan 
01543 257777. 

TUSCANY. SIC apt alpa 2/4 In lov- 
ingly re aw tad h® top tann Ina 
•Bn panoraaric views. UnspoRI 
area ol historical Manat Some 
daMBttavsa.RC200pja.Ol6l 
482 8391 

BRIDGEWATER'S MyfRc Italy 
Coontryakte to coaao. Moy/Juna 
offers. Private villas, c as t les. 
tormhou#** ft pools A charming 
hotel* throughout Tbecany, 
Roma. Umtaria ft Lska Garda. 
ABTA0181 7078795241*3. 

WALKING ki fha Floramlna and 
Umbrian Mia. M leveta, guided 
or InctiparNlanL wm Mancfy 
teM b. gram rv gkma l cuMne. 
everything amwged tar you. 
H— di vaur 01808 813342 ATOL 
2412 ATTO 

CYCLING down quiet c ou n t r y 
lane*. Jute enough • terete* to 
NOfh up an appteRe tor iha neat 
great mean Stay at charming 
home in Tuaeany ft Umbria. We 
carry your bag*. Headwater 
01808 813342 ATOL 2412 ATTO 

SUMMER'S LEASES, handpicked 
Umbrian tarmhousas ft apis. For 
98 brae. W: 0181 3330125. 


Turkey 
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ISTANBUL CTTY BREAKS 
FROM E179pp 
FLIGHT ONLY FROM El 38 
Phono for cotour brochure 

0171 7340484 

87-71 Oadord njj] 

H Spool London nSI 
W1R1RB 


TURKEY '98 
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Spa in 


SPANISH 


VDas with winteri n g pooh, 
cottages and vfBagc traunx In 
qvbttemicIscMlaM 
OurMlKD'an features quality 
twoperties in the iron del^htful 
coastal or mountain settings. 
ANOAU/SIA dUmiRM 
ASTURIAS 

My-Orlw Perry ATOL2334 
V7 teartMtt Kate. Uwdm WS BOH 


0171-385 8127 



Escape At autaflraw with <wp 
rmgeof nutJja n niujtu a , 
country liUtn mst pooh and 
txqeittu smalt hatch hi mpoih 
fa caft as d ao ug/uu A nUnch a nf 
ifaflaro. PhaftaOk U teimg 1 
batUaya actuOaccmatc option 

0181 995 9323 

unm» AroLitaa acto 


CATALONIA/COSTA BRAVA Best 
a atec t lon aafl catariog vfllaa ft 
apanm ante with poote ft h ot e l e . 
Sparaah Harbour 0117 0860777. 

COSTA BRAVA' DORADA Vteaa ft 
apt* many vrtth pools. S un* al*c t 
ASTA V7278 Brochtua 0161 707 
6794 

ANDALUC1A ; Hire* rcmanOc oot- 
togoe in oOva ft lemon wow 
boteraen Granada ft sea. Foot 
Peaca M; 01904 782 321 


CASAS CANTAaRICAS- 
hoOdem In baeutmi) unapoBi N. ft 
W Spate ft PonugeL Cal: 01223 
3B872I AZTO 

C OMPC TA. p encBM riC* In ham, B 

ndtes Node beaches, m ag nifi cent 
views, private pool. Sips 4, free 
junawtey 01983 831288. 

WfTAC^ SPAIN; Country ho me s 
with pools in unspoilt areas of 
Catalunya and AmMucte. 01854 
281431 ATOL 2787 ATTO ASTA 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newsp a per PuMshbig pic 
regrets lhaiaBhough every 

reaoruMB precauSon ia Men, 
no responribayeBn be 
accepted tar ISghta andtor 
accommodation offered 
through Owse OOfamns. or any 
loss arising therefrom. Readere 
ere advised to Ms al 

neeeasay precauSora before 
entering into any navel 

UlfJl i yi BflN L 


Azores 


SUNVTL OfSCOVEHYTh* 

VWdeaL moat fledHa range to Ha 
■tunning arertpaiago. W hal e 
watching. 0181 847 4748 ATTO 
ATQL BOB 


China 



ROE rati 


-Africa--* - 


*■".*.: *. : Activity; Holidays : — l. 



/Vmmtiim 

is return’s Last um- 
iftalLl mUivmtss. A *l**&iy 
U**ei£*t lani e£ ape* plaUa ani 
acut riMT km stdas. /Vcmdui 
Acts A w w/f A 4 msitai f of ffAma, mai Is 
ikt ca ttf oatery Im tks loatU wltw 

chlma Ami 
1 todfmlO. 
.Asa* Aft mt Am if 
mAifS la txfflaft 
/9 Am 16 lA. AO A At 


— jj — 0 — 

alsfAmmt 

•Them 



A&1*a's efrcmUH/imtMML Camus 
For more Wonnabon call 0171 1382924/ 2928 
NbraftaaToorim 6 Ornaka Street London WIM OLQ 


Lnurioos remote lodges. 
WTMng. canoeing, riding and 
vehUe safaris wffli the v«ry Mat 
guides. Superb aiSdBfe. 
Adventure with comfort CaR us 
to create your feat safari. 
*tam»16W) 82078 Fas 889S79 
(6RMniRd.SMnmtsnl*n see 


EXCLUSIVE 


SUMVK. K8COVSTY- Nandbia. 
Zimbabwe, Sotnana, Zambia. 
Ilnlevri ft tb« Gap*. Tbtefly ftext- 
Me. Safari* ft By^lrtvea to gueat 
term*, remote bush ca mps ft 
character accom. Brochure; 0181 
847 4748 Enoofrita; 0181 232 
9777 AITO/ATCuOa 

I CAPETOWN OeOghtful cottaoos to 

let hi Constanda Taj 01278 
302091 

[ LUXURY aaiMrtva or giridad 
Saterte In our unique rad Land 
Rover in Botewwito Namibia. Zb»- 
babvre and South AMoa. Africa 
BqriOiW M 0181 9678742. 


South America 


SUNV8. Discovsre Coeta Rica. 
G 


loars ft 




AITO ATOL BOB 


MAIatorividuall 


Jungle I 


Far East 


SUNVIL DISCOVERX Tludtenq, 
Vietnam. Hfotdyftadble teas and 
ftydrtvastor tetoriduria. 0181 847 
4748 Ann ATQL 808 



THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a I Rtt cop\ of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 


RIDING/RCTMTV 

HOUDAVS 

. in the heart of Somerset 

BHS approved stables, magnificent 
countryside, families and unaccompanied 
children very welcome. RH levels of rider 
catered for, progressive courses, weekly 
gymkhana and one day event 

Other activities on site: skSng, 
snowboarding, quod bSang, archery, 
swimming and more. No previous 
experience necessary. 

spcaffl. CHiiDfters caster 

fJVCDAVHOUDAV 

Monday to Friday only £20(U)0 +VRT 
Full colour brochure contact- 

01934 852335 

lyncombe Lodge, Owrdifl, 

Somerset BS25 5PO 



UK'L'svel 



^oi'^coiiHr r. for 
COUPLES 
/ PETS OO FREE 


• D**, HmbTtefclfcte*. Ftria, « 


, CbtmaUhDintLWiriWUft Z 
1 WmtCteBtyFfarited-tMi * 
kteSmit&eRm ted. imyE • 


01756 702200 


Emgfiab Country 
Cottage* 



An unbvaub) 
choice in Fiftbaift 
lovebot areas. 

colour btodture. 
Sac 

(8998)891111 

■rapfifari 



svkes cottages 


Superb cooajo in Nortfwafcria. The 
tortsttn Dotes ft Moon. Budeo. 

The label. TheM 

^ North 
m WSksjnd 




tZAi-SHOT 

FcmunsccVTur 

MULTI ACTIVITY ACVEHTUtt COURSES 

FCC ADUT5 AT© VCXJP1G PCCCLL 
WATER AT® LAT® EASED. 

* %4J WvUJ. For AAA - JJ, * 

A Cj«nna SJv) it Solgodh] dr Trod C*dbK| it 
* ALuri*, O^, -Cr Cipher it 

CLlte S L nAi A«U, 

Catehot is one of 8n tergnt outdoor cantrea in Bntain 
It haa a repmabon tor eaccwanco and pfotoatrianaianri and 
operates to the Mghast ot atendarda. 

Cafl now for a Drochure 0T7D3 892077 
Cabhot Sjrtt, Fawley, Southampton 3045 1BR 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNOL 




JZSsr 


the adventure company 


• Rtfventure sports surfi os Microfightjng. 
ftorogBdSng, Tofl Ship soiling and Rato. 

• Utatanports. 9dng, Citing and DMng haSdoys. 
Puss-ftve weeksaid pantdts and exa^taat 

campang mil gear round. 

Iteh 0181 332 7542 


r-ALj- _Acfefly Holidays 


Kids Kiub 



Easter and Summer Activity 
Holidays for 6 to 17 year olds at 4 
centres in East Anglia. Choose 
from over 50 activities and 
Residential or Daily Holidays. 12 
years experience and founder 
member of the British Activity 
HoEday Association 


FREE BROCHURE 
0144V o75V07 


ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS for Famfttos, 
Couples, States and Groups. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01482 


GOLF FOR BEGINNStS, Itemto for 
invravare. Laara to Drive. Motor 
Cycfa Training, Loam to Swim. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01482 
830083 

SAIUNG ft WINDSURFING HOLI- 
DAYS, WbHe Water Rattng. 
Qmoolng. Scobu DMng, Samng 
ft W a M B Hiding. ACORN ACIlVt- 
TES 01 482 880088. 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity hoHdayc vritti full baekup. 
W/aods or longac Brocfr. 01448 
7MB1 

CHILDREN CHALLENGED at MB 
OO th* Rnra, Intna riT I nn m 
archery /dknblng /aw oe(ng+27 
mure aodvWe»8-14 yreJUio al 
tUMeenaoteftBrocbure 01748 
812307 

ACTION H0UQAYS lor 5 to 1S» 
oldB.1 toft teriT rate, totephom; 
01708 814SS4. 

RARBWS OET LUCKY1 Have you 
cbneWerad a PGL Aethrtw HoO- 
<t*t tor your cMtean? Pactod Aril 
o* f»>. ecdvMas, adventure and 
too <* new trftnda. Cb 0 lor 
a brochure On 0500 748147 


f Short Breaks 


NEW FOREST BroctentnnL 
Daftghflul country houae hotel In 
aupteb locaOan oTookteg Forest 
Heal wari*iglcycteig/t*d watch- 
•TO- MUweek tofts 4nta for 3. 
BccaSant ouWne. IbbOIEBO 
82216ft 


'Walking Holidays ILK 


Breathing %>ace. 

(Don't take it for grained) 



Join us. 

ptequabft and mtenbBsiiip oFona of □!■■ d00 

bca^aupL 

Mr/Mry/MWM* 

Mb* 



01244343700 

»Sgv^*i.»wwejyfcB<atUpB.tete 


We danftv.HdpuskBpBcUi^lxcalBiv 

gweet^eo. 

badBndvoo&nd. BorwStan. 

FarowrWyon l TaBRAM5Las’ lobbjfe^ 

rndviefera toe been actdeftagwtoaip^ 

riofoBreoceBtosmeafasmaabemSfift 

OOMBQAk. 

Tte k wdc Trice ■ tteafaa; coorider Ibe 
Bnace. toest nTHEkuaLsts. 


fated* 


Oteaofhtefti 


hrk 


Tide box terBwaiMrdvp fyp* requited 

□ Onfinaiy£17 Q P— l~h 

□ FcmfcriMtQI □ Jsirite<WS10^0 
|brln«Hr«fiaMalW 

IWter TS/tbdwai/raireiVdltebted/mwq.d 
Dtetefaa B j« 

H ^ onri i mi/ilm 



Woifcn g for waB&rs 
1*6 Wandwonh Road, London SW8 2XX. FrpinwriijmTnwmi 


Self Catering UK 


HOSEASONS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


Handpicked cotragn 

cfarougfioat Britain. 

Coastal a&l country aide. 
free coixtr brodurE. 


Phone Cl 502 502 603 
Cuctc C4C56 


Easter Breaks 



Handpicked cottages 
for Eascer and Spring. 
Short breaks available. 
Tree colour br oc hur e. 




nc 01502 502 603 

QlcIc C-» 357 


Special Interest 


BRIDGE ft SCRABBLE WEEK- 
QOS, Bgat Industrial Archaeol- 
ogy. Rural Surprises ft Cultural 
Heritage Weekends. ACORN 
ACTIVITIES 01432 S30063 
MINTING ft POTTERY HOLIDAYS, 
Gowmet Cooking. Crafla. Pho- 
tography. Decorate* Interiors, 
Woodwork and Garden Design 
W eak en da. ACORN A C TIV I T I ES 
01432830(183. 


Self Catering UK 


Pels Welcome 



hnwekuM- 
hat*wterfcattegeHB 
■voii wAteg count 
free cobs bmdnt. 


RED ROSE COTTAGES LteWft 
Ooao pretty vflagaa, eountty- 
skie. heritage ft ana. 01 200 
427310 


jt 


lj* \j£lP 


4 , 
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« Go * n g round in 
stone circles 

Weekend Walk Jonathan Safe 


makes tracks in Penwrth 

a* ^ Old Ifestament cfly pnl 
in fact a r ^, try - 1 ? le r ‘* ec * es 2nd Persians. It is 
00 a Io °P off the B3306. 
nanow, wmdmg and up^d-down coast 

“wfc coast of Cornwall 
“*™W ^ s » ^ to St Jusl It isalso tlie 

startmg-ponjt for a ^ ^ 

^^tricttfattakesyou past anricot stones, 
doused tin mines and a stretch of the South 
WteiCbast path that is less feted than the weD- 
trod Zennor section to the east 

Talking along the B3306 towards St Ives, 
you immediately see on the right-hand side of 
the road a yellow arrow indicating the first of 
several stone stiles. These lead to a minor road 
which, as you follow it to die right, rapidly be- 
comes a minor track. Thru left at a crossroads, 
or ™ th f r ; cross-tracks, and almost immediately 

a raffed *cion ft-Vmif ~ „ _ .. ... 



o" r w paux uuiiie n gj x u 

Ahead, through bramble and goise, looms 
Cbun OuoiU a I2ft-square ^capstone” resting 
on four uprights (well, they’re more or less up- 
n fiht). The most striking of the third nhDen- 
nium BC chambered tombs in the Penwith 
region, it was originaiiy the centre of an erod- 
ed long barrow 35ft in diameter. 

An arrow set into the path here points left 
_ to Chun Castle. The high point of the walk — 
' l ^ e sp°t is 216 metres above sea level - this 
Iron Age fort was constructed in the third cen- 
tury BC. Its walls, faced with granite blocks, 
form two low, battered circles. ■ 

Return to the Qu&t and keep going in the 
same direction, on a path that takes you over 
the magnificently named Wood Gum pus 
Common. Arrows and stone stiles lead to a 
wide track which hhs a road junction. Continue 
in the same direction along the road (sign to 
Levant Mine) but leave it very soon at a bend 
by taking the substantial track to your left 
Where this bench sharply left to a farm go 
straight ahead up a footpath which passes, via 
a short detour to your left, a striking rocky out- 
crop known as Carn Kenidjack. 

The path carries on up a hill so spectacu- 
lar that someone left a radio mast on it From 
here can be seen a horizon filled with tin mine 
chimneys. Dearly dating back to the days be- 
fore planning permission was required, they 
represent a substantial portion of Cornwall’s 
industrial revolution. Cany on down from here, 
across a track and over a stone stile, until the 
footpath comes out at a house named (doubt- 
less correctly, although for me the mist got in 
the way) Atlantic View. The road leads to the 
Liny village of Camyorth. 

doss over theTjunction with our old friend 


: the B3306 on to a road that develops into a 
i track Go over a stone stile; then bear left along j 
a nxighfbotpath along thesideofa field. Keep ! 
the mine chimney roughly ahead and aim to - 
the IeftofasmaUviDage named Nineveh (josi \ 
Eke Lbe erne in the Old Tfestamenl which really = 
was destroyed by the Medes). 

Torn right on to a track and then immed- 
iately left into a field. The last of the inland : 
stretch, it s also the trickiest, a basic westwards 
scramble along the side of fields as first one 
and then another mine chimney heaves into j 
view. When you finally reach them, you are 
on the coast path, the easy bit for die direc- \ 
tionaBy challenged. Him right and you reach, 
just after Botaflack Head dinging to the difis 
and sticking oirt into the Adamic, the 1840 Lev- 
ant Beam Engine, which iis now in the care of j 
the . National Trust. 

The nest stretch displays a fascinating ; 
struggle between the old industrial desolation 
caused by mining and the new vegetation seek- 
ing to cover it Soon Cornwall’s dark Botal- 
lack mills are left behind and the view ahead 
shows the features Cornwall is so good at -j 
breakers, headlands, tall chimneys and, just be- 
yondlhcJowvokamcslabofTbeAvarati, the 1 
lighthouse on the bulge known as Fendeen 
Off the shore is The Wra or Three Stone 
Oar, a lethal rock demoostrating why the light - 
house seemed such a good idea in the first 
place. 

On the other side of tins headland lies 
Portheras Cove, the only bdaefa on our rocky 
walk. Crossing a stream on the far side and ) 
going up the side of a hffl, you come to a sign- 
post indicating a choice of route. For the j 
shorter option, follow the arrow pointing in- 
land on a path leading to a road. At a right- 
hand bend with a building on each side of the 
'road, climb a stone stile beside a patch of grass j 
on the left. Go straight across the field and pick 
up a succession of stiles that take you to a farm 
gate. Morvah church is just a few more yards •; 
down the road to your left. 

For the slightly longer, and more pleasant, 
option, take the left fork along the clHfa, turn- 
ing right at the acoraed signpost next to a small 
hut. Follow the nettles until you come to Mor- j 
vah church. 

Ordnance Survey: Landnmger 203 (Land’s - j 
End). Coast of Cornwall Leaflet 11 (Cape Com- j 
wall to Logan Sock) covers pan of this walk 
send 80p plus a first-class stamp to: National 
Trust, Cornwall Regional Office, Uanhydrock. 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4DE 


King Arthur’s sleepless knights 

Dramatic and brooding, Tintagel is set on one of the wildest and most savagely romantic 
coastlines in Britain. The legendary birthplace of King Arthur is saturated in folklore ... gift shops, hordes 
of visitors and piles of ’plastic Excaliber swords. What, asks Liverpool poet Brian Patten, would Merlin 
and the original Knights of the Round Table make of it all if they were around today? 

% *i 

What an they up to now* those 
medieval heroes? 

Sir Lancelot old and wheezy. 

Sits in the back room of the 

King Arthur Tavern: 

His mind half gone. 

He mistakes the glass of wine 
shaking in his arthritic 
hands for the Holy Grail: > 

Sir Perceval's a write-off 
Released under a care in the 
Community Scheme 
He's back in Tintagel 
Embarrassing the day-trippers: 

In the KingArthur car park 
Sir Bedivere's arguing with the 
grvekies. 

He's been short-changing them 
again. 

Sir Galahad's in trouble - 
He's been slipping low potions 
into voting giris ' drinks - 
The blonde waitress at the 
Camelot Cafe 
Has shopped him at last. 

Poor old geezer, mumbling 
about sheaves and swonls. 

His innuendoes ripe as melons: 

Guinevere couldn 7 stand him: 

She gave up her job at the 
Excaliber Spud-U-Like 
And ran off with a prat from 
the Cornish tourist board. 

Merlin fared little better: 

His mage reduced to trivia 
He turned himself into a 
million and one souvenirs 
And opened a gift shop. 

Perceval, Bors. Gawairt, Morgan le Fay. the 
Fisher King, 

The poet shamans, the whole 
weird creiv. 

Wander back and forth 
between the lands 
Of the living and the dead and 
the not-quite-surr. 

Spectral creatures. 

Glimpsed in Tintagel High 
Street late at night 
By a few sold ary believers. 



*AX c: *i :S0: 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 


Last year oyer a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday In a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4.70 per line or '£822 per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout die year. Your advertisement will appear In 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 

TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhull@independenticQ.uk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: : 

The Travel Team, Classified Advertising 
The Independent. One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EM SDL 
and Include your payment by cheque 
or Access/VIsa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. PRIVATE ADVERTISERS OMJT (TWO PROPERTIES OR L£SS) 


iBiiiimHlHlHlIllillMlMUM 


Insertion dates: — “ " 

CLASSiHCATiON: " 

J endose a cheque for £ 

made payable “ Putins He 

account * 


Caro No:. 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address 


Ta. No: Day- — 


Exm DATE 


Signature — — - — ■ 

For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293:2219 


INDE£|fcJpENT 


TRAVEL: UK 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Holidays Afloat UK 


East Anglia 


Scotland 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Sunny/ NORFOLK / SUPFOUCS VMcome 
Mono. Lb boM. (Tn2S6) Cortege*. IflBB colour brochure. 
70S8B1. 01755700206 

BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drtvs Ner- _• 

, SS2Z^'ZlS£ k Z | IdeoTWight 

01805 810007. ■ — 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and save 
£££'*. 40 pagee of Mate to sol 
wary need by ms a bJt. OB 
Island Sun Direct Re* 01703 
828211 K Brochure 01703 
828388, We guarantee you eanl 
buy cheap*. 

| Cotswolds 

COTSWOLDS Spedatiata. Choose 
fawn o w 180 cottages. 01455 
852220 (UC106) 


MARCH SPECIAL 

3M0fetaBET9. 

Bod, Bratafart rod tenfag Mari. 
ley i aatc u ii Ud LwIaiNfc— t 
tadaorpooi, Jkux^ wra. 

- FREE CAR FERRY • 
i Sandringham Hotel Sesfrort, 
Sand own, IsJe of Wight 
telephone: 01883406655 
3 nlphta April from £88 

The Late District I 


Dorset 


BOURNEMOUTH. Quiat oountry 
hse stylo hs apart* in superb 
town contra toe. Mo ch ildren. 
Open all yt 01202 286775. 


Ireland 


-.£249 


(FOR RARTY OF 2 PUJS 8490 
Cote. Kw* P M — y. CMre. 

Uoartck. MMK WMrtort, 


88b^OH*»B — ■ eonreoB . 
|nf1M H0CanE-0BTM8W| 
BUk. 01756 
tmki 7ozz4i 4m 

Tfaa Wah Laodrearfc TViwfc npari* 
enoo a ladaua hoNday - May tn a 
owSaval iriWa&m caaue. Geor- 
alan OubBn pamOed merchant 
house orocMaoual IgMhouaa on 
the wflda (Mcfclmv Heed. 
Brochure Pte 00 353 1 88284« 
(24taS> Fmc Q62S1B7 (uradt 
tandmarh ®toUa 

8SLAND ^MdaftAS. Choree trom 
over 110 cattagao- 014S5 8B2220 
(UC2D7) 

SHAMROCK CotUBO. 288 aatoct 
buBiddoal rrmn o es In aupeifa 
locations. Disc Fares. AITO. Col 
8n> 01823 081080 . 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS Wu 
can choose hem over 200 
d s4 Bhih* cu B sus* . Also, louring 
bosflno end boree ctraw ora- 
ysML SpscW tony dbcoenta. FSr 
your free brodwts caB 01302 
680888 (24 isq. 

STEAL AMMY AND HIDE from IM 
warn. Cartel House Hotel. Coit- 
nemnm, Co. Qabrey. Tat. 
(0035385)31001. Fax 31 0CT7. 
CDtMfiMARA. COASTAL CCTT- 
'lACESSetoaquaBty propertlee. 
I rUh FtaWL Fran £115 Paaw 

Free broeft. phono/ta: 003E3 B6 

44307 

400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Boo* direct wfth owners. Free 
Brochure - StUweVs 01271 
93002a 

WEST CORK SdMaring country 
oottace. BeautRuWy appointed, 
Saepa 6. 1*00353 3 38278. 

ca unemcK iMmorai bms 

cutESfia, aeduded toeaflon. Bafly- 
(Kuaa hub. Siaepe M. Open 
are, pifwta meadrei £125^225 
pw. 01480 810828 
8 WCORK. Condortabte 1BC «*■ 
OQtt.2 dbL 2 sflL *ea vtew, gdn. 
apart couajL' wood baaOng. 

wrenoldriK 100 mire ID 
. SwBJiseo/Cortt ferry. From 
E195P* 01 71 7844692. 
BETWEEN THC HOWfTAINS and 
lbe are In Wa*l Coik. FamBy 
tannhouee, siaepe 5. 0181 24» 
B81& 

WEST CLARE, bungefaw 8 
fannhee rw beach, »*, fishing. 
From cioopre Wf: 003S3 

8555138- 

ENJOy IRELAND NOLUMYS The 
bjegeat and the beat c hoic e 
aarefaflbreOtaatBa. Urtoatable 
locai knreriadBa. Al trey rertre. 
FRS 100 pg firoeiare 01254 


London 


Whedsir yaj*ie celebrating a 
spedsi anntaenrey. birthday 
or atnply c e i nh r atl ng Wa. arty pot 
enjoy a wretand break rt CWdsee. 
The Savoy or TbeSadMlaK 

Sum arty £179pp 
For a FREE 5* CNabreakB 
brochuaeafc 

(fi 01484 435353 


Norfolk 


mere* The ***** 
BIjAKFNKT HOTEL 

S1AXZJTTF, .WVpU 
tabair i od csxkd pniaioa 
craeriuoiinj Naduosl Trim 
Rarboor. St hrdraamt, bid 
inrinrrpcot.Rntoh.CTim-ft. 
pa It bahri'garBO ttwav 

. _ Ub. ad. «alL. brdraidi. 

pbt golf, eeplqn-rhe Norfolk 
**«!«. OMortnade te aatt. 

•MArekVIlMred&sBb 
t.sura* saumjt 

• Spatial UUtoitk tout 

frStwor Olfasmi 


Northumbria 


SUPBtBCOTTAGSi ItartaaiMa, 

YTDaies, Lakes, Peak*. Sykes 
CoBagae.012M 3*6700 
BEAUTTFULLY REBTDRS3 rwiotfl 
atom MOSS ta Nattaeal Park. 
B leep* 6 * bab» 2 taohrewre. 
Big wam utchan. AGA. leg Ore 
stono room. Superb wsOdng In 
ChsswBfrom do o r st ep 01372 
488751. 


The Peak District 


-PEAK COTTAGES.’ Quafcy ate 
eoeom In Deifaytaiira Date ft 
Paata. Brechtn 0t« 820777. 
PEAK D STRICT Speelabta. 
Choose from over 250 conagre. 
01455 852505 (UC20*) 



.'CONSULT THE EXPERTS* 1 

l Over 2,000 self catering 
I properties in ail areas 
1 tram luxury booses to 
croft cottages. 
WiitB or 
pho ne foe 
R, brochure; 


30 Frederick Sl 
Edmbacgb HH2 2JR 


SCOTLAND 

Ine BORDERS ... 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1988 colour brochure. 
017 58 7022*18 

EDEN Ybuni to Ctemnc EngtareTs 
Green A Pl not an* Land m the 
Heart of 2 Natlorel Park* 
(Lokaa/Datae}. Free aocamoda- 
Don guide. Eden Tburtam 01271 
388067 

APARTMENTS AND COTTAGES. 
Bcrenaas Am btaefde rural south 
takas, teriat Brenl commanded 
B ow n ere Hn ec t a yi 0181 7983886 



ajaavv, ,n ' 

SJOtiogcs OT756 
790919 


Devon & Cornwall 


LIZARD PENINSULA 

TOl RISM Assoc; | \T10\ 

Hit / BR< »< III Ki W D M \i* ( : 1 II >1 

THI.EPilONK <)1 ^26 


Devon & Cornwall 


_ Nonh .98 

Cornwall 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tapes. 1988 colour brochure. 
Phoneme II 017SB 702213 

COTTAGES, HOUSES A LodOta 
Oxer 180 In South Scotland. For 
fuk colour brochure csD G M 
Thomson 5 Co. 01556 ao«030 

SCOTLAND Spe clrt s to . Choose 
from over EE0 ootbuee. 014S5 
8S2S05 (LNC201) 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In quiet 
Oumtretashlre conaanrefion vD- 
tage. Sips 8. Lg garden. STB 
Highly commanded 5 Crown*. 
0184850028. 

UNSPOILT Ardnemurchan. Spe- 
cious bungalow, C2orlous 
tochslde position. Tel: (01 738) 
315002. 

OLD STONE CROFT by sea. NW 
Wgh tand a. Remote and atam an - 
W area. Sips 6. 2 week »ar let 
from 1 1/4/98 E40a 01273 5B1 387. 

| Shropshire | 

ABSOJiTEiy FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house sspertonca, 
near Lutes: DBAB tor 8 nts horn 
caacolour Broctc 01584823208 

CHURCH STftEI ION Pretty cotL 
Sipe 3 AONH No bablaa or pats. 

■ From May kCiaO. 01884 723151 



Cornwall 98 
- Wtarld tererqwru PesthsL 
Mire m Odikar tm. lanma d* 
cstMiuatateMMm 
Ittb-INb Jnh CSk tk* WVE4 Sm 


Sussex J 


SEPLESCOWBE. D ri ok waB HoteL 
Batlto. 1600 Tklor Manta 2 night 

brita E90pf> DRAB. 3rd nt accost 
free, pay E30 only tor dinner A 
breokteL —AAA A RAC resL 
aw ar d 8147. 01424 570253. 


CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1988 best aver lun colour 
brochure. 81756 702201 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 600 
beet value ui ttage e In Devon 
(01271)378322 

DEVON SpecWtetw Choose from 
owr 430 cottages. 01455 852S05 
(UC202) 

CORNWALL Speculate. Chooee- 
from ever 350 cottagea. 01 <55 
8SSQS (UC206) 


The %,( 

} KINGS ARMS 

S* Htoezfc ITcCoadtte Bold 

L s TEOALsriPCvaLUB I 

H TOL: 0154S S5207TP 

DEVON CONNECTION; luxury 
house*, coreges. 1MD1 548 580 
964. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 eol- 
tages throughout (01752) 
280711. 

FOWEY / POLRUAN Charming 
waterside cosag as. Suparb 
wtaw*. OatareJ heUng. Dinghies 
ovaisbie. Pets welcome. 01579 
344667 

ATTRACTIVE atone cooagoe on 
Cornish merSevai farm dose to 
apecMtader coast A moor* nr. 
BoocaaOa. CH. (01840) 2304TO 

BEER. Devon A Dorset. Over 150 
quaBty p roper U ee hi coast & 
country toeaflon*. Jean Barnett 
Cottage HoBday*. 01207 20973 
(»4tte. 

PORT ISAAC, beacbea 15 ndn*. 
TintWoref 17C cott e g re on 
peaceful tartn nr Bodmtn Moor. 
TastshWy egulppad, heated, rid- 
tag ■Mflmda.IN; 01206 85150a 

POLDARK COUNTRY GUIDE Free 
brochure 01 872 573388 


Easter & Spring 
Breaks in 

NORTH CORNWALL 

Budc. Padsrow and Bodmin 
Moor - over 60 miles of 
Atlantic difls, cores and 
beaches. Wooded valleys and 
the wilds of Bodmin Moor. 
Come visit us now. 
FREE colour Guide 
Tel: 01271 336072 (24 hrs) 


Cornish TraditionnlM 
Cottages Jtk 

cocafti 
on bexfi coaai 
ot ConraiJl 

jod on Scill) * 

For vo or FREE hroriiure 

0990 134967 

MANJIZAL QUEST HSE Nl Lands 
End & limack mean*. Sea rfew, 
an area C> SC20pp 01738 871208 

FARMHOUSE B+B UU Cornwall 
2m S. Corot vrtspon beeches, on 
■uhaframlly rooms 01872 501339 

TOBY JUa Oh Butte, lamlty rooms, 
line food, sea views. 01736 
794250 

MYLOfl SABJNQ SCHOOL SaNng 
hoMaya and aclMdes kv adage* 
on beamlhil. unspoilt Cornish ! 
estuary. For lull d etails ca ll Mark i 
Bakhaw on 01326 377833. 

ZENNOR NEAR ST IVES. Listed 
cottage wkh garden. Sleeps 4^. 
tet rurei locaikai, coastal 
views. 0173679428a 

NEAR UARA290N. CoK dpe 2i3 + 
farm has EVB. Tbfc 01736 710179. 

ST IVES, Mrvaly house overlooks 
beach. Sips 8J4r1fet& Ate May. 

June, JuIk Oer 01736 79BB34. 

POLTAJR H0TB_ Sea views, ctee 
ell amsnftiea. Home CooHng. En 
area, lamOy room. 01326 
31 31 SB 

LANCALLAN working dairy farm, 
large Douse, home cooking. 
Qora beadVHelgan Gdn oir ■ J 



MEVAGISSEY. South Cornwall. 
Comtonabte AA 2- hotet Quiet 
poakton. 3 mSm Ho^gan Gar- 
dens. AB rooms on suite. Soa or 
country views, outdoor pool bar. 
parking, vegetarian* welcome. 
Tranreno Hotel 01 725 842213 
CLAREMONT HOTEL, Poipeno, 
with car park. The perfect place 
lor short or long breaks. All on 
suite from £1095 pp. 01503 
272241 

UEVAGISSEY TRELEAVEN Farm 
House. En suite rooms, good 
food, bar, a/pooi. nr Hoflgan Gar- 
dena, vmago and aaa. 01726 
842413 

FARM COTTAGES Open oH year, 
beautiful ceurrirystds. Indoor htd 
pool, games room, 01568 772141 
NJDEVON/CORNWAU. BORDER 2 
easy cJt. eetts sip 24. f# lo coast 
t moon. Brodu 011409) 241902 
TREVEGLOS MILL. Mkf Corrwak2 
Old atone cott ag esjw god course 
S NT property, 01206 631650 
5T AGNES. Self contained QeL Blp 
2. aval teyfioot arefa parking, 
pte welcome. M 01872 G62155 



Yorkshire & The Dales 


556 COTTAGES/FARMHOUSES 
tttroughoi* Wane; afl Tourist 
Board Graded . WateHofataya- 
01686 6252S7 

ANGLESEY SNOWDONIA. Uayn. 
Menal Hofctoy Cottages tor &Z0. 
Brochure 01248717135 

WALES Spectalfata. Oidom Item 
over 370 eotteget. 01455 852305 
(UC2Q3) 


Snowdon i a 

Mountains and Coast 

i-Lrr > cur Colour hulid^y bmchurt 

Tel: 01341 423558 24hrs 

c-msil CovrlMn:.-*gw)-rtrrlH.4)ns.gK 
hrtj>. . www Q\A"yr»cd[i gov ufc 


N. WALES 1J)00 ccnaget ate. 
Harare. Shaw's. Snowdonia 
route 01758 701 702. 

Snowdonia Coaatfna Uayn 
penteutaCbBBlwiiiaoureyatt- 
tages 5 tenahousaa. Natyn holl- 
days D175B 720674 

GOWER SEA A COUNTRY IdyOo 
17C farm guesthouse. Eneutte 
DB8B C27. Lie bar + ate cottage 
or flat nr aaa. Brach 01209 
5S9B40 

EASTER • Amazing abort oreak 
ptlca*. 5 Star fuiury coastal eoi- 
tsges. beamed eaNngs, tBckaring 
Eras, Indoor healed pool eat In 
acres at portend. From Jus 
E42pp (or 4 days, coastal Cot- 
tage* of PambrokeeMra. ibfc 
01437 7E5765 

PatBROKESWREcuasg* Waters 
way view. Im nearby- Brochure 
W. (01437) 532485 any fane. 


West Country 


YORKSHIRE DALES, Moore, COOL 
Peak 8 lake District. Over 200 ate 
cottages, dfus. Brochure HoSday 
Cortege* Yorkshire, water SL 
SMptpn 8023 1PB (01756) 
700872 


NORTH YORK moot* NMPaik over 
ISO hrettay eons, In Robin Hoods 
Bay. Whitby A Scarborough. 
01 723 376777 

YORK OVER 25% oil 2 Star 
Haworth Court Hotel. Cm- park- 
ing. Broeh. Ttt 01904 42SIS6 


DALES BEAUTIFUL HMNOVATED 
2«^Sfaep4to«.pte 

wtteom*. trttttec* 0600 654306. Sykes Cotagas 01244 346700 


Holiday making can be 
an adventurous, beautiful, sophisticated 
and individual experience; 
alternatively it can be very dull. 

We want to help you choose. 
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Emma Haughton and her 
family sailed to a rugged 
island in the Bristol 
Channel which they found 
far from cosy - and far 
from anywhere else. But 
they still want to go back 


A day trip to the island of Lundy is the 
ultimate tn mini-cruises - the boat is small 
and your destination distinctly diminutive. 
And as vou chug out of Bidefbrd Bay to- 
wards the open sea, everything seems Lil- 
liputian; the compact riverland bays, the 
little fishing boats bobbing 00 the swell, the 
tiny lighthouse on its promontory of sand. 

Lundy sits 10 miles off the north 
Devon coast, where the Atlantic meets the 
Bristol Channel, so you have a couple of 
hours to explore the 270-seater MS 
Oldenburg. Ask nicely, and the kids can go 
up on to the bridge to ■‘steer" the ship and 
peer at the splodges on the radar which 
show the boat nudging its way towards the 
island. 

The approach to Lundy is spectacular. 
Its sheer cliffs loom towards you, a church 
perched on their top like some insane but 
majestic folly, you can instantly appreciate 
the island's tempestuous reputation as a 
pirates' lair, and the site of 137 shipwrecks. 
Indeed, there is nothing cosy about Lundy. 
You disembark via a 30-seat launch, then 
undertake a strenuous 20-minute climb to 
the top of the 500-ft cliffs, where the only 
home comforts on offer are one tavern and 
a shop - though both are well stocked and 
offer plenty in terms of refreshment 

Lundy may be Norse for “puffin island", 
but don’t expect to find it overrun with cute 
seabirds; the puffins are seldom seen be- 
tween August and February. You may have 
more luck with seals, which bathe and haul 
themselves on to the offshore rocks all 
around the island 

But even if the wildlife remains obsti- 
nately out of view, there is plenty to see on 
this ihree-miles-by-half-a-mile grassy 
plateau, owned by the National Trust; a dra- 
matic old lighthouse with its vertiginous 
tower, the 13th-centuiy Marisco Castle, and 
the church, with its little aquarium and 
wildlife displays. 

Best of all is a leisurely stroD around 
Lundy’s dramatic shorelines, the western side 
pounded by the Atlantic, the east coast more 
sheltered Hie south end of the island is a 
working farm, where children can wander 
freely among animals, while the north isopen 
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Stranded in beauty 




moorland grazed by wQd Soay sheep - these 
are reputedly similar to those farmed by the 
Bronze Age settlements, whose hut aides 
and stock walls can stffl be seen. 

The visitors 

F-mina Haughton, freelance writer, and her 
husband Jonathan (Joff) went with their 
three children, Joshua, seven. Flan, five, and 
Zachary, two. 


Joshua: The best thing about going there 
was when I helped drive the boat. It was 
easy, you just turn the steering wheel at the 
front of the ship. Lundy was really good I 
lilted the little streams everywhere, and there 
were loads of difEs. We saw some goats. We 
had a lolly and a Coke and bought a post- 
card with a Lundy stamp with a picture of 
a puffin, but we forgot to post it . 

My favourite thing was the lighthouse. 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 
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FLIGHTSEATS\ 


Includes all x 
p’re-paid taxes 

New York f- £167 
Boston £190 
L Angeies £210 
S Francisco £250 Australis 
Florida £234 Auckland 
Las Vegas £260 Bangkok 
£167 Singapore 
£200 Hong Kona 
£254 Ba ! i 
£200 Irri'a 
New Oncers £254 Jo ou'g 


Chicago 

Dallas 

Denver 

Houston 


travelling freestyle 

ABTADO8WV8S00 ATOL25BZ 1ATA 

8 Nights Phuket 

fr £459 PP 

Includes flights and 8 nights accom. 
based on twin sharing. Valid for 
departures from London 
or Manchester 



0990 239904 


i ^V - 1 




I AUSTRALIA* NZ I HUnLDMIUC ■ WIBUlHIABHl 

0474 I 0474 I 01293 


GLASGOW BRANCH; 0141 2041919 


http://vjww.flightbookers.net 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


4/ 1C Richmond Rood, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 
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It was really scaiy going up there because 
it was miles up. Mum was really a scaredy- 
caL She felt sick going up and especially 
coining down, because of the steep steps. 
She felt better afterwards and we went in 
the sea before going back on the boat The 
water was very clear, but a bit cold It was 
a very lucky day because I had two packets 
of crisps. 

Flan: We went on the big boat by a gang- 
plank, then when we were really near Lundy 
we got on a tittter boat and went to the shore 
on it. That bit was fun. While we were on 
theboat, we went up to the top and saw a 
TV for seeing Lundy on it. It looked Kke 
France, the shape of it. We went up the 
lighthouse. There was about 99 steps, 
perhaps more than 100. The lighthouse was 
big and bad a deck chair in the middle ai 
the top where you could sit and look ouL 
I saw lambs. 

Joffi I was really amazed at how big Lundy 
was as we approached the way it rose so 
sheer out of the water. Being there was 
rather like being perched on a bit of 
moorland in the middle of the sea. The 
views were spectacular, although sadly 
there was a creeping mist and it was diffi- 
cult to see far ahead at times. It felt very 
remote. I could imagine it would be a won- 
derful place to spend a week’s holiday if 
you really wanted, to get away from civil- 
isation, but I did feel rather abandoned with 


the kids once we got there, and rather at 
the mercy of the elements. If it had rained 
we would have been a bit stuck. 

Emma: I was really thrilled by the whole 
thing, but then I'm a sucker for boats and 
islands and that sort of thing- there’s some- 
thing so Enid Blyton-ish about it all I loved 
the boat trip. The vessel had real charac- 
ter and was large enough to be comfort- 
able, but small enough to feel intimate and 
exciting. Being on Lundy was almost sur- 
real There is something so strange and 
exhilarating about being stranded ona-tag , 
bit of rode, the end of which you can see 
wherever you look. 

They certainly weren't exaggerating in 
describing Lundy as a place of outstand- 
ing natural beauty. It was very special, so 
wild, remote and romantic -and peaceful 
out there in the ocean with no traffic or 
noise except for the waves and bleating of 
sheep. I’d love to go back and spend longer 
there one day. 

The deal 

Boat services to Lundy run all year round 
- from Bideford and Ilfracombe, and during 
the spring and summer from Clove hy. Day- 
trip boats may not always return you to the 
same port from which you departed, in 
which case a free coach service operates. 
Arrival and departure times depend on the 
tides. For more information call 01297 
470422. 
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Small Wonder: Lundy offers untamed 
beauty and romantic isolation 

Photograph: Apex/Samantha Pritchard 


Cost: Adult day return, £24; children un- 
der 16, £12; children under three. £i. Fam- 
ily ticket for two adults and two children, 
£60; each additional child, £5. There are 
discounts for National Trust members. 
Facilities: The ship has buffet, bar. shop, 
toilets and heated saloons. Lundy has a 
tavern and a well-stocked island shop. 
Advice: Wear walking boots or comfort- 
able shoes. There is a Land Rover for those 
who cannot manage the climb to the top 
of the island. The Oldenburg cannot wait 
for late passengers. Miss your sailing home 
and you are stranded - and accommodation 
on the island is limited. 
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WORLD LEADER5 IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 
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Ddhfin 
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£128 | Hong bug 
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£390 

Ms£mta £59 i Kewforit 

£159 | Bangkok 
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£159 | Defer 
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1 ROUND THE V.'ORLO- lonflsn 

■ Oubji - C.;iiu(!a - 

Sing.iwC rf - *. • 
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1 Pivth - 

- Sy-'-e; - 

ijnri • La? 5r nrla i • 
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ACCOMMODATION * CAR HBE * INSURANCE AND OVESLAMD TOURS: 0171 361 its® 

S EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 £262. 0161 8340668 (Manchester) 

5 itfEMtooEoadlWl iidtfiCHBBB|iaiWSW7,IiBta»3INarthSt.Bdg|tai*JS[ta^gi*fcUJadhWB 
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for i Irt* npf *f THE (HIDE caLL- 1171 Ml (Ut. STA TRAVEL 


wm*. USA/CANADA 

ZML 0171 370 5671 

^ WORLD’S 
i^^<o ve ' FAVOURITE AIRUNE 

ATLANTA X199 MONTREAL ...... JE279 

BALTIMORE £209 NEW YORK.......X189 

BOSTON. £189 ORLANDO £229 

CHARLESTON ..£289 SAN DIEGO...... £249 

CHICAGO £229 S.FRANSIC0 ....£249 

DALLAS £219 SEATTLE £239 

DENVER £269 TAMPA JE279 

DETROIT.-.. £209 TORONTO £229 

F.LAUDERDALE £249 VANCOUVER ....£299 

HALIFAX £219 a r^l |[3 

LAS VEGAS. £229 W l^Iff i §3 

LOS ANGELES~£259 IATA MBS e3 . 

All tarus subfect fo avattabgity - mdkxtios Prepaid 

Free Fax: 0500 765656 7A * 

e-mail' 5ales@zafdravel.co.uk 
OPEN TILL LATE SAT AND TOURS 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMEBCA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MDOLEEAST AFHCA 

THRBFTWAT 
TRAVEL 0| 
0171 490 1490B 


Island life 

BroWnsea Island, Poole Harbour (01202 707744). On this 
island of heath and wildlife, you can expect to see red squir- 
rels and many different species of birds. There are plenty of 
walks and an excellent view of Poole Harbour from the is- 
land. Catch a boat from Poole Quay, Bournemouth or Sand- 
banks. Accessible 1 April-4 October 10am-5pm and until 
6pm during July and August Adults £2.40, child £1.20, fami- 
ly ticket (2 adults and 2 children) £6. 

Fame Islands, Northumberland (01665 721099). Here 
you'll see (hopefully) puffins, eider ducks, tern and more. 
There is also a colony of seals on the island. Open 1 April -30 
September. Daring May-July, access is limited. If you are 
visiting Inner Faroe, you are advised to wear a hat May-July 
£3.90 and at other times £3. No boats land in heavy weather. 

Hilbre Island Local Nature Reserve, c/o WirraJ Coun- 
try Park Centre, Wirral (0151-648 4371). The Hilbre ls- 



mission is free and if there are more than five in a group, 


then phone the reserve beforehand on 0151-648 4371 

Skokholm island Nature 
Reserve, off south-west 
coast of Pembrokeshire 
(01437 765462). Storm pe- 
trels, oyster catchers, 
puffins, razorbills - this is 
one of the most important 
seabird-breeding sites in 
Europe. You may also see 
grey seals, porpoises and 

dolphins. Boats here leave 

from Maitinshaven and take about 40 minutes, but be 
warned —it can get very choppy. 

Starting this year there wilJ be short breaks, weekend breaks 
^ ibenie breaks like art courses, 
available. There is also a Bed and Breakfast on the island, 
rhe island is open between April and the end of September. 


Sarahjane Wakefield 



A Week Away at the 5-star Elephant Hills Hotel 
at Victoria Falls from £595 


^A/lut could be more delightful than a relax- 
ingsojoum in the comfort of aie5-star Elephant 
Hills Hotel atthe magnificent Victoria Fills. This 
isaworiderful opportunity, al an extremely mod- 
erate tariff, to visit one of die natural wonders of 
the world IT* Victoria Ralls uarnarvelknu plaoe 
both to relax in a temperate climate and to use as 

a base from which to explore with visits to the 
falls themselves, the nearby town of Victoria 
Falls, a Zambezi cruise, local and regional game 
viewing and much besides. 

The arrangement commences with a scheduled 
ffi^itfromljHMkmGatwidt to Harareand onward 
connecting flight to Victoria Falls. A limited 
number of places are available and since the 
demand is anticipated to be high, it is essentia] 
that early telephone reservations are made to 
avoiddisappointmenL 

THE ELEPHANT HILLS HOTEL 

Three kms from the roar of the Falls, Elephant 

HHbkunlqueinbothstyleandloration.provid- - - ■■■»!■« 

ing a spectacular panorama. With Us 276 bed- ticatedcasino. the hotel prowdesamonoraKu 
rooms, itsexpansiveswiramirigarmandsophCs- Wend of luxury and wilderness. w 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1998 Tuesdays - per person in a twin 
April 21,28 JE595 - May 5. 12. 19. 26X595 
June2, 9,16,23.30X595 
■luly 7, 14X595 -July 2 1,28 £645 

Single room supplement£95 
Extra Week£195 (single£245) 

l«al host, UK departures*. Not 

0171-6161000 
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VOYAGESJULE5 VERNE 
^ I Dorset Square, London NW I 6QG 

TrawiPrometraKLli], ABT.WI&6I ATOLSOB 
Ourad&M hVo^httpVAeww.vjhACfciik 

^^^Ssaassfiar* 
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\ypj)i tit* vSfc 


TEL- 0I7| 293 2222 


9/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 21 MARCH |9<>sg 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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B ecause w e think the world of you ... 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


«We*.afl 

pre-patatUBi 

MELBOURNE 

PEFfTH 


a*m/ mag 
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AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

TOKYO 


EK5 £530 NEWYDRK 

g* £481 BOSTON 

2® WASHMGTON 
£262 £589 CHICAGO 


£122 £185 
£104 £180 


CARIBBEAN 

MEMCOOTY 


£131' £171 JO'BURG 

£185 .£185 CAPETOWN 
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Step aside for the guzzlers 


A Lincoln Town Car in Britain would look 
about as incongruous as the USS Nimtiz sail- 
ing up the Thames at low ride. Big Yank 
care, such as Lincolns, are overspecced, 
overladen and thankfully - for the time be- 
ing, anyway -just over there. But things are 
changing. Next year, a new Lincoln mod- 
el will go on sale in Europe. 

It’s not the Town Car, or the vast 4x4 
Navigator (which looks like a Range Rover 
on steroids), or the “little" Continental, or 
the vast Mk VI 1 1 coup«5 that's got only two 
doors but occupies as much road space as 
the average E nglish semi-detached. Rather, 
it’s the LS, which makes its world debut next 
month at the New York Auto Show and 
should be reaching UK and Continental 
showrooms in early 1999, Brilish-speC cars 
will be right-hand drive. It will be the sec- 
ond big, prestige American name to launch 
into the UK. Cadillac is about to begin sell- 
ing its Seville, through various Vauxhall 
dealers. 

Whereas nobody really expects Cadil- 
lac to sell in big numbers, Lincoln is given 


more chance. The new LS6 and LSS mod- 
els promise much, not least because they 
share the same chassis platform as the up- 
coming new Jaguar X200. The LS8 also uses 
the excellent Jaguar 4.0- litre VS engin e, as 
currently used in the Jaguar XJ8 and XK8 
models. (It will also be found on top-line 
versions of the new Jaguar X2Q0.) This com- 
mon platform philosophy has helped 
Jaguar to get a new model to market much 
sooner, and less expensively, than antici- 
pated, It has also helped Lincoln to get a 
quality suspension system and engine 
which should make it well suited to Europe. 

Although the Lincoln move into Europe 
is still officially secret, the new car - also 
officially secret - will take over from the 
Scorpio as Ford’s prestige vehicle. Ford has 
just announced that Scorpio production 
stops this July, owing to poor sales. Lincoln 
will be Ford’s prestige badge, in the same 
way that Toyota uses Lexus, and should 
prove a useful stepping-stone to Jaguar, 
which is also part of the Ford empire. 

Fbrd’s move is a reflection of the huge 


Strange news, following the Chancellor's imposition of an 
extra 4p a litre on fuel: those huge, highway devouring 
beasts that Americans love so much are to hrt the roads 
of Europe. By Gavin Green 


swing, in the executive car market, towards 
prestige badges and away from the mass 
makers. Last year, Mercedes made 260,000 
E-class cars. Yet Ford made only 21,000 of 
its Scorpio, which competes (or, at least, 
is supposed to compete) with the Mercedes. 
Vauxhall, Renault, Peugeot and Rover 
had similar tales of marketing woe. The 
message is dear when Europeans buy 
pricey cars, they want prestige badges on 
them. 

Ford is hoping that the Lincoln name 
will help, just as GM - owner of Vauxhall/ 
Opel - is turning to Cadillac. It also real- 
ises that it has a helluva job to build up the 
Lincoln brand, still largely unknown on this 


The old 
ones 
are the 
best 

Road test: 
Roger Bell 

experiences the 
Mercedes-Benz 
500SL 


To commemorate the 40th anni- 
versary of the SL roadster, 
Mercedes has launched em- 
bellished special editions of its 
320SL and 500SL. Don’t send 
a birthday card. Since the 190SL 
was unveiled in 1955, and the 
3Q0SL roadster in 1957, such as 
celebration seems a little 
contrived. 

But provided that buyers 
don’t equate “special edition" 
with “solid investment" -SL re- 
sale values won’t be much af- 
fected by the extra equipment 
-it mattere little that the excuse 
for a party was motivated more 
by commerce than by sentiment 

The Millennium Dome will 
have seen paying customers 
before the launch of the next SL 
- spy photos show the prototype 
to be leaner, lower and more 
rounded than the model it will 
supplant - so Mercedes needs 
to market the present nine-year- 
old wunderear quite aggres- 
sively. 

Jaguar's XKS, soon to be 
available with a supercharged 
engine, is one reason why 
Mercedes-Benz may find SLs 
increasingly difficult to shift. 
Price is another. The Special 
Editions don't come cheap, at 
Ib6.630 for the SL 320 and 
£83.630 for the SL500. M-B 
plan in make between 150 and 
1 75 of each for the British mar- 
ket. the company's third- 



Today’s special: you want for nothing, other than a soft cosseting ride 


biggest, behind Germany and 
the US. T&ke it as read that they 
will all be beautifully assembled 
(on polished wood floors at a 
plant in Bremen), amazing ly 
durable, ultra-safe and, pro- 
vided they have V engines, 
blisteringly quick. 

The 500SL on test was not 
a Special Edition, but extras (in- 
cluding alloy wheels that cost 


even how the five-speed auto 
shifts its gears. 

There’s also the party-trick 
headgear, unlatching , furling 
and disappearing at the press of 
a button. You want for nothing, 
other than a soft, cosseting 
ride. For the average budget the 
500SL is crazy money, of 
course. But you would need 
more - perhaps £100,000 more 


MERCEDES BENZ 500SL 

Specifications 

Price: £81 ,340. Engine: 4973cc, eight cylinders, 32 valves, 32Dbhp 
at 5600 rpm. five-speed automatic, rear wheel drive. Top speed 
(55mph (governed). 0-60 in 6J seconds 

Rivals 

Aston Martin DB7 Votante: £92300 (cheaper coupe, 
£84,950). Great looks, lots of character, strong performance. 
Jaguar-based supe rc harged engine. 

BMW M Roadster: £40370. Go-faster verson of the two- 
seater convertible. Great to drive, very fast- Same 320bhp engne 
in M3 convertible. 

Jaguar XKS convertible: £56,625 (coupe £49.625). Head- 
turning presence, lovely V8 engine, very smooth, rides and 
handles well. Coming: supercharged XKR, bl/steringty quick. 


£4,886) elevated its price (o an 
SE-beating £89381 . Such extra- 
vagance is in part justified by 
electronic aids that control 
whcelspin, skidding, cabin 
climate, speed, roll-over 
protection, mirror-dipping. 


- for an original 300SL roadster 
circa 1957/58. Half as much 
again might buy the race-bred 
300SL Gullwing that sired it. 

Even if classic prices are de- 
clining - and there’s evidence 
to suggest they are - an orig- 


inal 300SL, open or closed, is 
as blue-chip as collectables 
come. No matter how special 
the edition, a 500SL will never 
acquire the status of a Gull- 
wing, Merc's most coveted 
post-war car. Nor wfll the cur- 
rent flagship 600SL, powered 
by a 6.0-litre V12 engine of un- 
canny smoothness. Proven- 
ance. pedigree and scarcity 
determine these things. 

The SL (super light) label is 
as much a misnomer as the 
“sports car” tag that goes with 
it. SLs are in fact heavyweight 
grand tourers, as good to be 
seen in as they are exemplary to 
drive. Even a tame, four- 
cylinder 190SL (1955-63) could 
cost £25,000, according to Clas- 
sic Car’s price guide (a fully re- 
stored, ex-Ringo Starr 190SL 
was up for sale recently at 
£35.000). The six-cylinder 
230SL and 250SL that followed 
(1963-68) are today less valuable 
than the faster 2S0SL that ran 
from 1968 to 1971. 

The real SL bargains can be 
found from the next series, 
made in the Seventies and 
Eighties. Merc’s impeccable 
build quality b as left many a 
worthy survivor languishing on 
the forecourts at Ford Escort 
money. There’s no such thing as 
a trouble-free classic, but upper- 
crust Mercs come as dose as 
you’ll get 


MOTORING 


Citroen 

£750 

Hbdmmm For Bar Art Exchomp 

JWlllMMDSXEiWete 

VnsUBMnjUc. V Rrn B.WI tallc* 
fuQJwim AiriMi.il tar IWm 
IteU T ngne. qokc vr'ob ante at 
JVn tom I Maud «maR 

£ 14,995 

mh >Tll mt Htwmm arhiy 
aBarttxr nr rmh rakrtt 

01442 871234 1 tabi Damltr 

£3.000 

HWww forfoflVrt Elrtwp 

XwtiaTwboDSX Estate Car 

PKrg wm oalrv [uUhMnn. 
l*o » m mii ra m. atr conhtt Tring. 
Inin Fmmfcl mroUtc. 

£13,495 

u ilk J f.lW «Mn /MR nhqr 
•AanmrorCBibiBtettM 

01442 871254 

Mmim Orailrr 


Metro Hearts 



biEntAngHa 
Largest selection of Saab 
Ap proved and otder oasste 

used Saab care 


/ Cambridge I 

| Tel. 01233 236373 I 

To advertise 
in this section 
please call the 
Motoring 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2742. 


Isn't it time you tried 
the Personals? 


(flathcr ? Li'S'^Cr}' Imj vs+ abcbt^oV 
y owb on my blind efa+c tuf+h your <ri Cl »d ) 
Lillian's Son Harold / so 1 -tHouaht jg S_ 

dull "fostxy gped by e f bee aose Xm never Jfc 

+O5penh+o you ajairt . j j..--— 


side of the Atlantic. Those who’ve heard 
of the Lincoln at all, probably remember 
it as being the make of car in which John 
F Kennedy took his last-cver ride, in 
Dallas. 

None of the current Lincoln models wiH 
follow the LS model to Europe. None the 
less, on a recent trip to the States 1 thought 
Td catch up on Lincoln’s two newest mod- 
els now on sale, to get a flavour of what’s 
in store. In America, there is little prestige 
attached to Lincoln, or to its top-line mod- 
el, the Ibwn Car. Americans are far more 
pragmatic than- badge-conscious Euro- 
peans, and will typically buy for value and 
practicality rather than for labels and looks. 


The Tbwn Car has a huge 4.6-litre VS 
mghift which moves the beast - still built 
with a separate, truck-like chassis - with the 

same sort of insouciant ease as a 
weightlifter carrying a baby. The vast front 
s ept is long » mongh to play football on, and 
contains three seat belts. Three adults can 
aIsq sit in the rear, with enough room to 
flail elbows. n 

There are acres of tacky-kwking“wood 
(it comes from a tube, not a tree) and a big, 
diff-like tfa-sh- The bonnet is so vast that 
the grille must get home about 10 minutes 
before the driver. The seats, as with every- 
thing els*»- on the car, are automatically ad- 
justed every which way. Hie minimum 
expenditure of effort, in every possible way, 
is this car’s creed. 

Of course, it feels big and cumbersome, 
and chews through gasoline just as assuredly 

as it swallows the interstate distances. But 
I liked it. You don’t so much actively drive 
this car as languidly guide it_ It’s like tak- 
ing the executive lift while the staff use the 

stairs. 


I didn’t like the Lincoln Navigator 4x4 
as much. Although shorter than the Town 
Car -a men: 204. S inches from bow to stem 
- it is heavier and higher (6ft 5in). You can 
see over the top of most cars when you stand 
alongside. Instead, the Navigator looks 
down on you. I have never stood next to a 
car this vast. 

It’s part of a daft trend, m the US, to 1% 
4x4s, machines that make Range Row® and 
Ford Explorers and Jeep Grand Chcrokces 
took like baby Fiats - part of the Great 
American Driver's assertion of his base right 
to drive what the hell he wants, and damn 
the size and the fuel economy. 

It is, to quote Bill Bryson, part of the 
“f*** you” ff4 yv*l of American architecture, 
a vast, intimidating thing that is supposed 
to confer strength and power on its user 
but, of course, docs nothing of the sort. 

The upcoming European4xxind Lincoln 

LS - although still big and imposing - will 
be different. For the sake of all European 
road users, and for future Lincoln sales 
prospects here, this is just as well. 


A good alley for an old cat 


If you know what to 
look for, a second- 
hand Jaguar can be 
an astounding 
bargain. James 
Ruppert offers 
advice on how to 
choose an XJS 


The new Jaguar XKR has just 
been announced. At £60,000 ir 
is the most expensive and with 
atop speed of 155mph it is the 
fastest Jaguar ever built. If that 
is a bit steep for your wallet 
there is an alternative in the 
shape of its predecessor, the 
XJS, a great, big. comfy, grand 
tourer. 

Above all, it is a lot of flash 
for not much used-car cash. So 
as the XKS gets all the atten- 
tion, prices of the XJS now hit 
rock bottom. 

The mixed reaction to the 
XJS came at the 1975 London 
Motor Show launch- Jaguar 
had a one-model policy, and this' 
huge, 16ft-long car came as a 
coup£ with a massive V12 53- 
litre engine. Sales bobbed along 
at 3,000 a year, but dwindled to 
below L,000 in 1981 - when 
Jaguar suspended production 
because no one was buying. 

These eaiiy cats really are 
that bad, and not worth buying 
unless you are an enthusiast who 
runs an o3 company. F%st of all, 
fuel consumption struggled into 
the low teens. Build quality 
could be poor, and most of the 
bodywork is now one big rust 
trap. Don’t be tempted. If you 
must have an eaiiy car, buy one 
that has been properly restored 
and cared for; and £3,000 to 
£4,000 is the very most you 
should pay. 

The XJS’s twilight years 
have been eventful High per- 
formance XJR-S models have 
been built since 1988 with tuned 
V12 engines, sports suspension 
and body kit In 1991 the model 
was revised quite radically, 
when the body panels were 
smoothed off, the rear wings 
went square and the fussy quar- 
ter lights were deleted. The 
coup6 had never looked bet- 
ter ^nd the car got more econ- 
omical, with a 4.0-litre version 
replacing die 3.6. likewise, the 
V12 engine was uprated and by 
1993 was producing 6.0 litres. 
Jaguars always were good value 
brand new and absolute give- 
aways when used, and the ar- 
rival of the new XKS has 
depressed XJS values farther. A 



Go cat thirsty, cramped - but the XJS is unbeatable second-hand Photoffaph: john la/vrence 


late-Eighties 3.6 is a good buy 
at £7,000, while the revised 4.0- 
litre models can be bought for 
£1 LQ00 to £13,000. Steer clear 
of the V12 unless someone 
else is paying for the petroL Set- 
rice histories are a must, as is 
shopping at a specialist mam 
agent, and paying for an engin- 
eer's second opinion when buy- 
ing privately. Any damage to the 
trim wfll cost a fortune to put 
right, as will any me chanical 
glitch. 

So how Jow does an old 
XJS go? McCarthy Cars bad a 
.1989 V12 fora mere £6,995. Tkn 
leather, air-conditioning, cruise 
control, and everything else 
the lazy luxury car driver would 
need. If Td wanted to be the 
centre of attention I could have 
gone for the F-registered con- 


vertible version, in white with 
copious equipment, but an un- 
wise body kit, for £10,995. 

However, it is always better 
to raise your rights and go shop- 
ping for such a car at the spe- 
cialists. Chillern claim to have 
the largest selection of used 
Jaguars in the country, and to be 
honest it . is difficult to argue. 
When I visited, there were more 
than a dozen XJS models. Prices 
started at £8,495 for a 3.6, rising 
to £19,995 for a 1994 new-shape 

4.0 coupl. There were several 
other XJS with “sport” packages 
(uprated suspension and steer- 
ing) on sale. This is a popular op- 
tion to give the car a younger 
image, especially when the av- 
erage XJS owner is a distinctly 
middle-aged 51. A 1990 XJR-S 

6.0 cost £12,495. New, these 


models cost up to £504)00, which 
makes the second-hand vehicle 
a real supercar bargain. 

The buying packages on 
offer were designed to inspire 
confidence with warranties, pre- 
sale services and factory- trained 
technicians. However, amongst 
their part-exchange clearance 
bargains, sold without warranty, 
was a 1989 3.6 coupe which had 
a full service history and a re- 
cent £1,000 bill for work carried 
out at a main agent It looked 
great value at £4,495. 

The XJS may not be perfect; 
it may be a bit cramped inside, 
and a bit thirsty, but in sheer, 
use d-value Tor-money terms, it 
is unbeatable. 

McCarthy Can (01SJ 6888086); 
Chitiem Jaguar (01442833311) 


MY WORST CAR - JOHN BKUNNINffS F ORD THAMES VAN 


i I* 


Registration Numbers 


A-/ 111 | 


ABAQl? IjSO B5FCA 1.000 HO90ST 

K04AD 1,400 RSFCA 1.000 J4RAT 

7B*£ £500 FEC87J 1,000 JEC68S 

627 BAR 1.900 FEN351 1,400 JB13 

063 BAR 1.600 FF0771 1J500 JL34 

E? BOB O0 417 FG 1900 KA7792 

50 CU> 2,600 BtfflW 1J00 10.352 

COE 947V 323 FPW972 750 35QKM 

C7E77 1,400 FRY 22 4.000 KVG 911 

DA 9778 fJBOQ BOB FIB 750 LAZ40 

9*4 DBC 1,200 GIL 59 £500 OH LG 

DBR340 1#H 800SJH 12 00 483 U 

2265 DD 1300 GJK 860 1.400 LK2BB 

DLXG81 600 GSB55Y 600 LN9705 

53) DM) 1000 H4RLD PQA LKJ199 

OS 65 11 mO HAZ8 1200 LA 1787 


1.000 HO905T 000 27MM 1.200 

1.000 J4RAT BOO MUN6Q2 1,200 

MHO JEC6SBX 400 9161 MX B00 

1.400 JG13 1.600 NN446Q 1300 

1J500 JL34 1500 T1 PJF 1600 

IBM KA7792 1600 7PW 10000 

1J0D *0.353 HO RAP40K SCO 

^0 350 KMF 1,600 RBF838 1.146 

4.000 KVG911A BOO RGB 15.000 

750 LAZ40 1,500 RB75Q 800 

1500 OH LG 1,700 RON OK 1000 

1200 483 U 1400 SAC 196 1.800 

1.400 LK2BB 1.000 B868SU 1000 

600 IN 3705 1.600 740SMD 1,900 

PQA LKI199 600 TAHS3 1600 

1200 LR17SF MW G1USA 


1,400 HR. 1968 IBM 12 MA 
1900 M.1958 1JM M13NSA 


1000 V&55B 1.200 
600 32 YG 1000 


dvla auction of attractive registration marks 

6 you are artem^ig A ttf pm omi*r ns Ornate of expert bMsb. i 


Introducing The Independent Voice Personals"- an exciting new 
telephone dating service for our readers, designed to make your search 

for someone special easier and more successful than ever l 

To place your own FREE personal ad, caB 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 

For Rff five o s i islon cB from a Vase Person df repmentedve ad McndajrFriday 9an-8pm. 

V 

m # . THE INDEPENDENT ■* 

Voice personals 

Vbkas Penonotf qppeW in it* krieparnW eorii Sefajrtfcy in The EYE s uppl e m en t 
Ond in The I mJ apan J ent on Sunday m fee Rad life section. 


1 was touring with Mungo Jerry 
in 1972 and we needed a van. 
Ahhh, now I remember why we 
bought a 1964 Ford Thames van 
for £90: there was lots of room 
in the back for all the gear. 
Other than that, this vehicle did 
not have a great deal going for 
it, mainly because it had a 
l^OOoc diesel engine, a three- 
speed gear change on the steer- 
ing cohinm and no heater. 

Now, that was a major prob- 
lem. In winter the only way to 
reduce the chances of frostbite 
was to make use of the van's en- 
gine, which was actually inside 
the cab, underneath a huge 
metal cover. The prime spot for 
passengers was to sit right on 
top of it. I was never that lucky 
because our roadie didn’t drive, 
as I was the only one with the 
proper insurance. 

Unfortunately the rubber 



seal around the metal engine 
cover had perished, which let in 
all sorts of nasty diesel fumes. 
During winter that stink was 
made worse by the half a can of 
cold start that we had to spray 
on the engine to persuade it into 
life. I only need a quick whiff 
of that spray and it ^ 
straight back to those days. 

Despite the smell, lack of 
heat and any other creature 
comforts, we made the best of 


it by decorating die interior with 
colourful contemporary posters 
featuring Pink Floyd, Marc 
Bolan and David Bowie. It 
brightened up the living ac- 
commodation no end and even 
helped to sound-proof us from 
the outside world. However, it 
didn’t make the van any more 
comfortable, because we still 
had to sleep on top of all the 
equipment 

Tb be lair, the van was pretty 

reliable, although at one point 

ttte engine had to be rebuilt, 
wfochcosta good few hundred 
pounds. Then there was the 

fone when our mechanically dis- 

mdined roadie claimed to have 

fined new wheel bearings but 

m fact spanuered them up 
so tightly that it weldtfthl 
wheel to the axle. We still made 
|hegi& because the promoter 
rescued us in his Volvo estate 






. L 


'w'.i ■' * f 

. k 


IK 


He collected the equipment 
from the van and generally fer- 
ried us about, which was luxury. 

Then there was the time 
when we were touring Ameri- 
can air bases in Germany, and 
the bracket holding the dynamo . 
broke. The soldiers rescued us 
and said go and have some beer 
and burgers while we fix it, 
which restored my faith in 
Unde Sam. 

I don’t know whaf happened 
to the van. I have feeling it got 
abandoned in a lay by some- 
where. Then, like everyone else 
in the music business we bought 
a Ford Transit. 

John B running can be heard on ^ 
"eekduys on Classic FM &*- 
Anting ‘Newsnight' and 'Smooth 
Classics’, between 6.30pm and 
9pm. He mas lalldng to James 
Ruppert. 
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WEEKEND 

WORK 


• Split dumps of snowdrops 
and aconites as tbey&Sh 

and replant the bulbs 

w«h a handful of bonemeal to 
encourage them. Snowdrops 
look particularly g^xxl in ivj^ 
Unites seem to flourish in the 

sort of starved grass you set 

nnder deciduous trees. 

• Many roses have not tost their 

foliage at all this winter, which 

makes pruning seem more 

daunting, but if you have not 

already tackled the roses, do h 
immediately. Start by cutting o 
dead wood, then all spimflvste 


out 


stems 


- — - **«i.nmucaioiia 

for old-fashioned roses. Hybrid 
**** need sterner treatment: 

follow each stem up from the 
bottom until you come to a 
likely-looking outward-feeing 
bud and cut the stem off above 
the bud. That is the tidy way. The 

quick way is to shear over the top 

of HT roses with a hedge-dipper. 

• Tired box hedges can be 
boosted with a dressing of some 
general fertiliser, qw*fa as 
Growmore or Vitax Q4. Use - 
roughly two ounces for every 
yard of hedge. If box hedges 
have got hideously leggy, try 
cutting them back hard, leaving 
no more than 4-Sin of stem. 

Feed when they show signs of 
yesprouting. They may not. Box 
is not so forgi ving as yew. 

• Cut to the ground shrubs such 
as rubus, grown for their 
coloured winter stems. 

• If you have not already Am** 
so, shear off the old foliage of 
periwinkle to make way for the 
new shoots now springing up 
through the dross. 

• Summer-flowering bulbs 
should be planted as soon as 
possible. PteterNyssen of 
Railway Rd, Unnston, 
Manchester M41 OWX (0161 
748 6666) is offering 10 nerines 
for £2 (plus VAI) and 100 
acidanthera for £4 (plus VAT). J 
Walkers Bulbs of Washway 
House Farm, Holbeach, 

Spalding, Lincolnshire PE12 
7PP (01406 426216) has a new 
I2y catalogue, offering five 
‘Otronefla’ for £5.75 and five 
top-size 'Regale* for £6. 


A house for all seasons 


Workshop: It’s a 
. vyaste to use a 
greenhouse simply as 
a storage hut At least 
that is what the Fullers 
felt... Anna Pavord 
advises on how to 
turn a potting shed 
into a festival of 
flowers 



Calendar for the greenhouse 


7 have an octagonal, metal-framed 
greenhouse with no integral heating, 
though we do have two paraffin 
heaters. For three to four months in 
spring and earfysummer, the green- 
house is full to bursting with boxes 
cf flower and vegetable seedEngp. For 
the rest of the year it is used onfy spo- 
radically for plants, and mainly for 
storing pots and garden tools. This 
seems rather a waste, and I wonder 
if you could suggest ways in which 
I could use it all the year round? 


Gillian and Malcolm Fuller's 
greenhouse stands at the apex of 
their triangular garden, and is in foil 
sun now tlrat a neighbouring fir tree 
has been felled. The influx of light 
was metaphorical as well as prac- 
tical Affer eight years of using the 
greenhouse for little more than rais- 
ing tomato plants and summer bed- 
ding, Mrs Fuller suddenly saw 
other possibilities. 

Xt is small - no more than 6ft 
across —but it sits in its space com- 


fortably, with a ceremonial path 
leading up to it, flanked by ‘Balle- 
rina’ apple trees. But the ceremo- 
ny needs to end in something 
more uplifting than slacks of old 
plastic pots and seed trays. “No 
problem,” said Mrs Fuller swiftly. 
There would be plenty of room to 
store those in the garage. 

The greenhouse (made by Wayr 
togrow) has an al uminiu m frame 
and glass panes. One side of the oc- 
tagon forms the door, and there is 
reasonable ventilation both high 
and low. Aluminium shelves run 
round five sides of the house at two 
levels, about 2ft apart The house 
is set on concrete slabs, which is a 
pity, as the solid base gives no op- 
portunity to plant shading climbers 
either side erf the entrance, where 
the shelving stops. 

The Fullers haven't been heat- 
ing the greenhouse since the wick 
burned out on their paraffin stove, 
but were prepared to do so if the 
results justified it The stove would 


certainly be enough to heat a 
space as small as this, though an 
electric beater, controlled by a 
thermostat would be a simpler way 
to keep tire place frost free during 
winter. That would mean running 
a cable under the lawn, to provide 
a power supply. It’s the kind of pro- 
ject that to me seems monumen- 
tal but Mr Fuller, a practical man.' 
took it in his stride. 

In a greenhouse as small as rhfo, 
bulbs are the simplest way of pro- 
viding interest and colour through 
the year, but the greenhouse must 
be frost free. There is no space to 
cultivate climbers such as 
bougainvillaea and plumbago, and 
anyway you wouldn’t want plants 
that grow too large. But by plant- 
ing a succession of hardy and ten- 
der bulbs and tubers, such as 
achimenes, acidanthera, amaryllis, 
anemone, begonia, chinch erinchee, 
freesia, ixia, ranunculus, sparaxis 
and tigridia, you could provide a 
non-stop flow of flowers to bring 


into the house from January to the 
end of September. 

Planted in batches between Au- 
gust and December, pots of sweet- 
smelling frecsias would provide 
colour from January to April. Fat, 
blowsy amaryllis would flower 
through February and March, 
while anemones of the de Caen 
kind can be planted in pots in the 
autumn to explode in bunches of 
blue, purple and scarlet through- 
out March and ApriL 

Turban-headed ranunculus in 
pots could follow on in May and 
June from a September or Octo- 
ber planting, and achimenes, plant- 
ed in batches like the freesias, 
would provide flowers from July to 
September. So would showy 
tigridia (though they shouldn't be 
planted till April). Elegant, scent- 
ed acidanthera and fat white 
chinch erinchee would both flower 
in late August and September 
from an April planting. 

Then you might turn to cycla- 


Peopie In glass houses: Gillian 
and Malcolm Fuller 
Photograph: Mike Scott/Newsteam 


men and. later, poinsettia. Both are 
thought of as bouse plants, but the 
cyclamen would relish regular 
breaks in a cool greenhouse. They 
hate central healing, and tty bring- 
ing in relays of cyclamen (prefer- 
ably the small white, scented ones) 
you could keep each pot for no 
more than a week in the house be- 
fore “resting** and rejuvenating it 
for a week in the cooler green- 
house. 

In the first three months of the 
year, as well as the scented freesia 
you would have bowls of gently 
forced bulbs - hyacinths, dwarf iris, 
crocus, early tulips, brought in in 
batches from a plunge bed and 
forced gently in the well-lit, pro- 
tected atmosphere of the green- 
house before being brought, again 
in relays, into the sitting-room of 
the Fullers* house. 


January Use as frost-free rest house to 
revive plants such as begonia and cyc- 
lamen. Bring small batches of tulips, nar- 
cissi, hyacinth, iris in from plunge beds 
to flower in succession. Take root cuttings 
of Oriental poppy, anchusa, veffaascum, 
jtomruya coulteri. Sow salad crops such 
assaladui. Set out potatoes to sprout Sow 
sweet peas. Start begonia and gloxinia into 
growth. 

February Start off achimenes. Sow 
broad beans and early lettuces. Plant 
anemone and ranunculus in pots. Sow 
half hardy annuals such as ageraium, 
snapdragon, nicotian a. Start dahlia tu- 
bere into growth for cuttings. Pot up glox- 
inia. and begonia. 

March Repot overwintered succulents 
such as aeooium and ecbeveria. Start can- 
nas and dahlias into growth. 

April Saw Primula obconica to flower in 
greenhouse in winter. 

May Shade begonia and gloxinia (under 
shelf). Pot on cuttings of fuchsia and gera- 
nium. Rest nerine, freesia and lachena- 
lia by putting them in sunniest spot; they 
will not need water (wake them up by 
watering again in July or August). Sow 
cineraria. Pot up begonia, gloxinia and 
slreplocarpus. 

June Repot auricula. Sow calceolaria. 
July Prick off or pot on primula, calceo- 
laria and cineraria. 

August Reduce watering of earliest 
batches of achimenes. begonia and glox- 
inia. Sow Brompton stocks for late spring. 
Plant freesias for early flowering (. Pot 
lacbcnalia. Start cyclamen into growth by 
syringing repotted conns every day with 
tepid water. Sow schizanlhus for spring 
flowering. 

September Pot up lilies, setting bulbs 
singly in 6-7in pots. Continue to pot up 
frecsias. Leave outside until November, 
then bring in to flower from late winter 
to early spring. Plant anemones for ear- 
ly flowering. 

October Pot up a last batch of freesias 
for spring. Bring early batches of freesia 
and lachenalia in. Pot June sown primu- 
la and calceolaria into final pots. 
November Bring pots of Indian azaleas 
in for gentle forcing. Start to bring pots 
of bulbs from plunge beds into the green- 
house. 

December Bring more batches of 
bulbs. Rest cyclamen, cineraria and 
primula regularly In the cool, damp con- 
ditions here. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


OWEN MCSSBWSiniBJIBUmG 

rut , ti ' I'jp i w 


jNMHW 


A : '• 


-■ ' ' ' ■rr*- 

ttSSSSSXS^M 




HiSSg sSa !3 ss 


(OiiMaaMKIi . 







J0Up>M 


<pi 





w»g«nM iwwnnwniw 

CEE- JAY MARKEnNOWHH 

M Rand. Coitoy. Oatferd OX* 3»>. tefc Q1B6S 717264~ 


FONDLIFE 



Tfo will Design, Excavate, Construct or 
Renovate, a pond or lake to suit yoar garden. 
" FREE DESIGN AND QUOTE 

TEL:0171 354 0691 


Classified Advertising 
also appears on page 14. 
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EASTER SALE 

OFFER 


SAVE OVER 40% 


VETiSATOXAU^YEAR 

WEATHER PROTECTION 

for vour precious _ 

PLANTS AND SEEDLINGS 




-// 


Spun web fleece is a gossamer light 
duvet for plants. Warm, son, strong, 

permeable and translucent - it allows 
pUnts to flourish and _ grow while 

pfotecting them from birds, insects ^ 

Sew^ rains and frost A inngl^yer 

of fleece can provide WPJ*"} 10 ® 
down to 29*F (3 degrees of frost) - a 
double laver down to 6 degre es- 
Now "you can save an extra « 
when you order bJg wjaeroto, 
each 12mxl-5ni (40ft * 5ft) 
before the Easter Sale offer closes on 
17th April 1998. 


T/ J. 


^0 SPUN WEB FLSCE ROUS 12fll * !-£*» («* « 5b) | 


TWO ROLLS 


CATALOGUE PRICE 
1 ROLLSW^wapap 
SAVE 40% NOW ONLY 

£7.95 inc.p&p 


SALE OFFER 

SAVE AN EXTRA £2 

WHed YOU BUY2 ROLLSAT 

£13.90 inc.p&p 


FROST 
A warm, snug, 

frost resistant 

cocoon for 
your plants, 


RAIN 

Allows water 
penetration 
while preventing 
damage from 
heavy rain. 


SUN 
Deflects 
hamrfiN rays. 

provides coofog 

shade. Promotes 
water retention 



ofigriframes 


•return wuoedwMal4deft 

^ NomtaileGpaUitatt*5d8yabul 

to28 days far daSvwy 




ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS APRIL 1 7 T H . 


n^HwiumaOIC. 4*R0U.SPUNWfflRSCEat E7S5 He. PSP. 

I pieasa send |«TO©ROUSflFUNW®R«CEtafiiaflDI*.IW 


I Or<W> MaatflfCaid □ Start □ Total E- 


J | ) \ I 1 I T1 I 1 1 I I II I I- 1-1-1 State 

.Expires 


rr 


ngi 


SwftcMasuaNo.- 


□=] 


J postcode 


.Toe 


ft* » yeudonratt to arernta ! 


oMn tan MlKWl Mnsraa 


WTNincr 210368003 


/VISA/ 


SWITCH ORDER E 5 01342 310021 <24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099. 



Glorious 
Eng Lb h Summers 


with 


Millennium 


A WNINGS 


ANGLEYS 


k A 

Mquattcs^ 

LANGLEYS FARM, 
Nr. WRITE RODINO. 
GREAT DUNMOW, 
ESSEX. 

Telephone: (01279) 876245 
Open 16 un to 5M pju. 

WT bdwft* Bmk BaOrfajf 
A yiriilW traler garden centre 
landscaped nidi dHpiay poodi 
up to ISjOOO gaQona m browx 
around at your leisure. 

Stockists of a vest range of pood 
and water garden etpupment m 
ant tbc beginner right ituougii to 
djC UlhlMHL 
Specaltoa L „ 

Japanese Koi and 
cqutpmcui. Plus a good ranee 
at ornamental fish and plants, 

jncw uopicai and marine) 
bow now open. 1 




QUAUTYVnOUGHTBONWOK 
ffSEAlEKPHCB 


ROB TURNER 
SIA1HAM (01462) 
WORKSHOP SB0091 
EV&asCS 580098 
IMle.McnMHghSl.1 
HafctranawN 


HLd/YUUDS? 
STEEP SLOPE*? 



We designed our battery powered 
wheel-barrow to help gardeners cope 
with heavy loads and steep slopes, 
quietly, simply and effortlessly. Prices 
including carriage (UK mainland) 
from £380. 


If you would like to join our very many 
satisifed customers (lice the Swithams, 
the Philips or the Stephensons), 
phone us for a free colour 
brochure today on 
ftfiflCallQ8QQ.525323 


The Moto-Barrow Company 
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HANGING GROW BAG CRADLE 


GREENHOUSE 

HEATING 


METOMATK 

■dwtlUMHlttW 

AUnKTEUKRMO 


2 0500 1 1 1 1 00 



I atasinaK 

To NETUUC Ltd 
»^tMLMg.aOria 
NHnrtM KLDariqt. 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

|At last -as men at Garden 
land Flower Shews 
nationwide - the door mat 
[that really works! No 
muddy footprints or 
pawmmics on dean floors 


lend carpets] 
\e Dirt * 


^ guarantee 


Hurtle Dirt Ib^iper door 

|mats stop dirt at me door of 
i home, conservatory or car 
(with absorbent cotton pile removing wet, dry end even 


jreasy dirt from shoos end paws. WHh ndrvsHp latex 
machine-washable at 40*£X 


they are fully 

le in seven colours and 3 sizes: 

Bbw, Oram, BkcfeWDto, Fwn. Owfc CVv* Sw8 B«u«n. KKWBnwm 
• 75* 50 cm £1733, • 75* l00cm£&U!£, -7GxiG0an.E*935 
PkaCSJUP&Pparuiat 

(Ate avaleUe wBi oriftserroWw bacMng (or vm on eep«s, 

- doom cal lord«ma»«SBBwid pneua). 
frenL Turtle *!■* C*. 02« Ktatau Ruud, HngMen, Suray KTl 5HT 

sat wo 12 Je| : 0181 296 0366 amactiuaui 
Fax: 0181 296 0360 


WATSON FLOORMATS 

tft FOR DOGGIE DOORMATS u 

|?l On dorty wet days do you put down atowel 
A omhefloorfcryourUaGt friends’ paw? A 


FAST + FREE DELIVERY SERVICE 


K»NasEBjaiua£&Jifi[«y 


>100% total kray pbraHhe tints ad 
farttaorintfi 

•Wd^ntattattadcotaaddas 
■SptcM atm utaWr |#inr tA far 
(fallli 

-Prices hnElft95 
ftn-more Wonratlon on our 



aaBiP wi fl MBiia 

Mfll ptease contact 
WATSON FLOORMATS 

LivBMdge HU, Huddersfield Rd, Battyefbrd, Mlrfidd, West 
Yorkshire. WF14 900. TEL/FAX: 01924 «9770 



with a grow 
bag fi rrsnd _ 

Cradle stze 35’ xJ2'x 12 _ 

£38.90 Qndudes aS hanging brackets etc & carriage) 

Webbs, Unit 2, 15 Station Fid, Knebworth, 
Herts, SG3 6AP. Tel: 01438 814620 (24hrs) 

I — Comprehensive brochure available — ! 



Take a leaf from 
our book. 


Por your frasl 698 Pavino. 

W&Kirvj and Driveway eatafogua, 
deteflB ol our Garden Daepner 
CO Rom. Garter Features 
txwktei. t-flms and Tips video 
and tel ol local etoettste, aimply 

eafl irm 0800 91 91 64 

■ 24 hours. 




BRAD5TONE 




(Do you love gardens? 


Discover the delights of visiting 
outstanding gardens in Scotland, 
Ireland and Northumbria in our 
friendly short breaks from May to 
Oct ’98. 

TROSSACHS GARDEN TOURS. 
Orchardlea, Callander, 

Perth FK17 8BG 
or 01877 330798 for details 
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The heat is on 

A taste of . . . Jamaican jerk seasoning. By Nikki Spence 


In Jamaica “jerk” means just one thing 
-hot, spicy barbecued meat that is now 
so popular that it has become the un- 
official national dish, and is being sam- 
pled all over the world. Here in Britain, 
jerk caffe and restaurants are starting 
to appear and jerk seasoning is also 
available in supermarkets. 

“Jerking” - where meat (originally 
pork but now most commonly chicken) 
is rubbed with a 
paste of Scotch 
bonnet peppers, 
nutmeg, pimento, 
cinnamon, spring 
onions and salt 
and pepper, and 
then cooked over 
charcoal and 
green pimento 
wood - can be 
traced back to tbe 
middle of the 18th 
century, and the 
guerrilla war be- 
tween ex-slaves (known as Maroons) 

and the Ez^ish. Wild boar was a source 

of food for the rebels, and the jerk sea- 
soning was a means of preservation. The 
meat was slathered with the aromatic 
spice combination and wrapped in 
leaves before being cooked in pits 
filled with hot stones, or grilled slowly 
over a fire. 

This secret way of preparing pork was 
mainly concentrated in the Boston 
Beach area in the parish of Portland, the 
home of the original jerk pits. Then, 
about 15 years agp, h started to gain pop- 
ularity. Jerk huts sprang up on roadsides 
all over Jamaica, and soon local com- 
panies such as Wker's Wood were buy- 
ing pig carcasses, jerking the meat and 
setting it to local bars and caffe. 

According to the founding director, 
Roddy Edwards, no one had thought of 
bottling the jerk seasoning itself until 
the company started to get enquiries 
from tourists asking where they could 
buy it. 

“The fact that people were bother- 
ing to write to us all the way from Amer- 
ica and elsewhere made us realise that 
we were definitely on to something,” says 


Roddy, whose company now supplies 
Tcsco, Sainsbuiy and Waitrose. 

“Jerk seasoning does seem to have 
captured tbe imagination, not just in Ja- 
maica but increasingly all over the 
world. 

“I think that what's so special about 

it is that it isn't just about heat, but is 
a blend of flavours that people really 
seem to enjoy.” 

A taste of jerk 
• When Jamaica 
plays Wales at 
N ini an Park in 
Cardiff on 
Wednesday, the 
usual stadium fare 
of hot dogs and 
burgers has been 
ditched. Instead, 
the crowd will be 
able to sample 
jerk chicken and 
patties. 

•Jedtisrt just for 
meat-eaters, according to the consort- 
ium Jamaica 98, which is currently 
promoting Jamaican food and drink in 
staff canteens in conjunction with Gard- 
ner Merchant Apparently, jerk tofu and 
stir-fry veg have been going down well 
with all the companies that have tried 
it - including the BBC and London 
Underground. 

+ Enco Products, maker of Dunn's 

Rwer J amaican J«rk S easoning , has pra- 

duced a free Caribbean recipe booklet 
Available with a large SAE from Dunn’s 
River Cookbook Offer (loS), Enco 
Products, Wslham Green, Hertfordshire 
AL9 7HF. 

For more tastes of Jamaica, try — 

• Acfcee. This fruit with yellow flesh 
tastes remarkably like scrambled eggs 
when cooked. Served with salt fish, this 
is the official national dish 

• Calialoo. A leafy, spinach-like vege- 
table often used as a base for thick soup 
flavoured with pork or crabmeat 

• Escovitch fish - fish fried or grilled, 
and then pickled in a tangy sauce 

• Festival - deep-fried, slightly sweet 

dum pling 
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Solid, 

write-on 

antiques 

The stuff of . .. status. A 
good desk is not only im- 
pressive, it can be a sound 
investment, writes 

Sally Staples 


Whether you are tbe chairman of a 
multinational corporation or starting 
up in business on your own, the most 
prestigious object in your office will be 
the desk. 

It may be an imposing item of an- 
tique magnificence, or a more modest 
piece of furniture that will blend com- 
fortably into a home that is also an of- 
fice. Whatever your needs, Jan Elias 
at the Dorking Desk Shop in Surrey, 
one of the largest suppliers of antique 


desks in the country, offers plenty to 
choose from. There are partners’ desks 
where two people can sit opposite one 
another, narrow bureaux with sloping 
tops and drawers beneath, bureau 
bookcases and even old school desks 
jostling for space in the shop showroom. 

Most of the stock is classic Victori- 
an, and full restoration work can be un- 
dertaken on the premises. Many of the 
desks are bought at auction and given 
a bee-lift before being sold. Most prices 
range from £1,000 to £5,000, depend- 
ing on the size, condition and age of 
the desk. 

“Desks are a status symbol and they 
need to give out the right signals. In a 
doctor’s surgery or a solicitor’s office 
the desk itself and how it is positioned 
can affect the atmosphere,” says Mr 
Elias. 

The old mahogany and oak rfi-wiw 
have solid wooden drawers — no ply- 
wood or chipboard bases - and are 
hand-dovetailed. These pieces of fur- 
niture were built to last, and often the 
only restoration needed is a new 
leather top. 

“No two antique desks are quite the 
same,” Mr Bias continues. “And as an 
increasiog number of people are now 
working from home they often want a 
distinctive desk with character that is 
also a nice piece of furniture. Also, it’s 
a good investment. People spend 


£15,000 on a car that will be writ- 
ten down for a small percentage of 
that value in five years. But spend 
£5.000 on an antique desk, and you 
will find its value will steadily in- 
crease.” 

The Dorking Desk Shop has 
sold Sir Winston Churchill’s desk, 
and many other well-known antiques 
have passed through its doors. Cur- 
rently its most valuable piece is a 
copy of Chippendale's Nostell Pri- 
ory desk. The Neodassic-styte copy, 
crafted in 1865, has superbly 
detailed, carved swags and flowers, 
and a smooth, black hide leather top. 
The price tag is a cool £65,000. 

Among the desks, you can 
glimpse a variety of antique furniture 
including a Victorian mahog any 
chaise longue (£1,450), a Victorian 
rocking-chair (£480), a grandfather 
lonfrcase mahogany dock with spe- 
cial naval features (£4,850) and 
even a pair of brass candlesticks 
(£160). 

The Dorking Desk Shop, 41 West 
Street, Dorking Surrey, RH4 IBU 
(01306483327). Open Monday to Fri- 
day 8am-530pm; Saturday 1030- 
1pm; 2-5pm. A second showroom is 
now open at Stoney Croft Farm, 
Rdgate Road, Betchworih, Surrey 
RH3 7EY (01737-845215). 






GAMES 


PSYCHOLOGICAL GAME OF THE WEEK 

WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


On last week’s Desert Island Discs on 
Radio Four, the mathematician Ian 
Stewart mentioned a probabilistic ' 
paradox that fools most people who 
are presented with iL It goes like this: 

Imagine you are a contestant in a 
game show. You have answered all the 
questions correctly, and can now open 
one of three doors to determine your 
prize. Behind one door is this week's 
star prize, a magnificent new car; 
behind each of the other doors is a 
goaL 

You select one of the doors, and 
the game show host - who knows 
which door has the star prize behind it 
- then opens one of doors you did not 
select and shows you a goal behind it. 
He then offers you the chance to 
change your mind. Do you take it? 

Most people, said Stewart, stick to 
their original choice, reasoning that 
they now know the car is behind one 
of the still dosed doors, so the chance 
they have picked the right one is 50-50, 


so there’s no point in changing from 
their original choice. But, he said, this 
strategy Is incorrect, for they will 
double their chance of getting it right 
if they change their mind. 

I had met this problem before, and 
did not totally believe iL I still was not 
sure that I believed it after Ian Stewart 
explained it to Sue Lawley. (He said 
something about people viewing their 
choice as a single event, when it fact it 
was two events, one before the door 
was opened and the other after, but 
when she asked him what his next 
record was I'm afraid I lost the thread 
of the argument.) 

Later I went away and thought 
about it and finally convinced myself 
with what 1 think is a simpler 
argument Think about what happens 
when you are offered the chance to 
change your mind. If you picked the 
right door the first time, then you will 
be wrong to change youx mind; if you 
picked the wrong door first time, then 


you will be right to change your min d. 
But (and here is the crucial point) you 
will have picked the right door only 
one in three times. So if yon change 
your mind, you will pick the right door 
two out of three times. If you don’t 
change your mind, you will end up 
with the right door only one in three 
times. 

Despite the logic of this, it is, as lan 
Stewart pointed out, totally counter- 
intuitive. You pick a door, your host 
shows you a goat behind one of the 
other doors - but you knew he could 
do that, so what difference can it 
possibly make? So to show your 
strength of character, you refuse to 
change your mind. But unless you are 
particularly fond of goats, you will be 
wrong. 

Alter convincing myself of the truth 
of all this, 1 tried an experiment on my 
children by conducting a series of trials 
with a pencil sharpener hidden at 
random under one of three mugs- On 


each trial, one child would guess which 
mug had the object beneath h, then I 
would reveal one empty mug and ask 
whether he wanted to change his mind. 

After 16 trials, eight with a child 
who generally remained faithful to his 
original choice, and eight with one 
who changed his mind most of the 
time, except when he changed his 
mind about changing his mind, my 
data table revealed that there were 
eight trials in which a change of mind 
had been registered, and eight trials 
when it had not. On the non-mind- 
changed occasions, only two had 
successfully located the pencil 
sharpener; of the mind-change trials, 
five had been correct - which is as 
dose as anyone could hope to the 
theoretical prediction of one-third and 
two-thirds. 

All the same, I still find it difficult 
to understand what difference it makes 
for the host to reveal a goat that I * 
knew had to be there anyway. 


Jon Gower, 30, bass guitarist with the - 
rockgroupjef 

My dad played in a band when I was 
young; “Dave Champion and the fabulous . 
Strangers”. They got on really well, in facL 
You couldn't call them famous, but they 
were well known in their local area as 
being a skiffle group that bad moved on to 
the surf scene. 

When he wasn’t working, my Dad 
would play the usual sort of stuff with me: 
toy cars and things. Quite boring really, 
bat he was good at conversations, and he’d 
make up stories and silly poems. He was 
always doing loads of different voices - 
hundreds of them - and he still does it 
now. That's the sort of fun I had with him 
when I was younger. 

Later on, it was real cars and 
motorbikes, which are not really games, 
and at school I played football, but only 
because you're supposed to. You know, the 
teacher would say: “Right, you've got 


football now. Off yon go” and you’d have 
i to. I preferred track events and stuff like 
that, because it’s more about personal 
achievement than beating somebody else. 

I don’t particularly like having to rely 
on luck, so I find board games boring. 

They go on and on, and there's never any 
real challenge. All you do is spin a die and 
go where you've got to go. so you can’t 
really control the game at all. I think things 
should be made to happen. 

I played loads with my sister when she 
was younger. We still play together, but it's 
more teasing-type games. At the moment 
she’s got a new boyfriend, and I really tease 
her about that. She goes absolutely scarlet. 

My dad is the world’s worst tease, and 
that’s what it’s been like since we were 
younger. Although nowadays, more times 
than not, nigetthe better of him. 

Jel’s first album, 'AM the Blinding Menace ' 

( Kanteen Records), released this month, is 
available at aU good record stores. 





CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


Probably tbe biggest 
difference between tbe chess 
of today and the game of 
three or four decades ago is 
the speed at which 
information travels and theory 
changes. Even 20 years ago, 
players would rely on 
newspapers to get (he details 
of games played a few days 
earlier in international events. 
Now they get impatient if they 
cannot find all the moves on 
the internet within five 
minutes of the game's finish. 

One result is that opening 
innovations have a far shorter 
shelf life. In the old days, a 
player could hoard a new idea 
for months, or even years, and 
might even catch two or three 
opponents with it before news 
got around. Now, the pace of 
tournament play means any 
original idea has to be played 
instantly, before someone else 
gets the same idea. 

This dimate of throwaway 
originality was well illustrated 
by one game in Monaco this 

week. Vtswanathan Anand has 

been having a good deal of 
success with a line of the 
Sicilian in which Black invites 
an attack on his king. In 
several recent games. Anand 
has shown some suiprising 
resources for Black. In one 
line, however, Alexei Shirov 
spotted a killing improvement 
for White. He would, no 
doubt, have knred to save it 
for unleashing in an important 
tournament game, but with 
every sharp variation now 
being analysed by powerful 



computers, he could be 
certain that if he did not play 
it at the first opportunity, 
cither someone else would get 
there before him or Anand 
would discover it himself. 

That is one reason why 
Shirov played 16.Qe3! in place 
of the older 16.Qf4 against 
Anand in the Amber 
Rapidplay event in Monte 
Carlo. The other reason is 
that Shirov is such an 
imaginative player, he knows 
that he can afford to squander 
one good idea, for another 
one wflt surety come along 
close behind. In the final 
position (see diagram) 20... g6 
2l.QxhI leaves Black helpless 
against the threat of Rh3. 

Whites AfeMsi Shirov 
Blade Vtswanadnm Anand 
1 e4c5 11 Kbl Rd8 

2ND d6 I2h4 Bd7 

3d4cxd4 13 Bd3b6 

4Nxd4NS5 14cS(he5 

5Nc3 Nc6 15 fxe5 Bed 

6Bg5e6 16 Qe3 Rxd3 

7Qd2 Be7 I7Rxd3hxg5 
80-0-0 Nxd4 18 hxg5 Bxg2 

9Qxd40-0 19gxf6 Bxhl 

10f4Qa5 20 Qgl resigns 
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I Murmur (6) 

4 Influence (6) 

7 Make intoxicated (9) 

9 European city (4) 

10 Impnnr vividly (4) 

II Shape (5) 

13 Scandinavian country (6) 

14 Window in roof (6) 

15 Protect (6) 

17 Bank worker (6) 

19 Sweetening agent (5) 

20 lardy (4) 

22 Old (4) 

23 Astonish (9) 

24 Menace! 

25 Piercing! 


NZ people (6) 

NE river (4) 

Strip of material (6) 
Away from home (6) 
Destiny (4) 
Restricting rope (6) 


dinner etc 
12 Channel port (5) 

15 Choose (6) 

16 Sweet-sounding (6) 

17 Zodiac sign (6) 

18 'type of tyre (6) 

21 Other (4) 

22 At a great distance (4) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

11 Bi 


Solution ta yesterday’s Concha C ress w ort : 

ACROSS: 1 Dire. 3 Vfcxsiccs fOiveisians), 9 Creed, 10 Impasse, tl Tkp. 13 
LookaEke. 14 Spirit. 16 Rcsaiy, 18 Ind CTWnt , 20 Ela, 22 Deptee. 23 Cargo. 
25 Gold dost, 2b Omit. DOWN: 1 Ducat. 2 Vie, 4 Editor, 5 Soprano, 6 Obsu- 
Bate. 7 Scenery, S Idol, U PrintipaM4 Shindig, IS Ice-coid, 17 Recess, 19 Tick, 
21 About, 1A Ran. 


West 

Game all; dealer West 
. North 
49643 

OKQ976 

4Q9 

East 

4AKQ7 


41052 

<?A932 


S7QI0 75 

084 


01053 

4862 


41074 

/ 

. South 

4J8 

S7K84 

OAJ2 

4AKJ53 



It is an old joke that you can always tell when your partner 
leads a singleton, for he always does so with his left hand 
rather than his right. (NB This is NOT serious advice.) 
Some similar ruse should be adopted (standing up, 
perhaps?) when you Intend your card to have suit 
preference oon notations. It would have helped on this 
dwil 

West, playing five-card majors and a strong no-trump, 
was reduced to opening One Chib. North friskily 
overcalled with One Diamond and rebid his suit when his 
partner forced with Two Clubs. Losing patience. South 
jumped to Three No-trumps and ail passed. 

West led 4 A and studied the foil of the three, two and 
eight closely. He continued with 4 K and could now be 
sure of the position, for his partner's play had shown three 
cards in the suit It was easy for him to lead 47 to East’s 
10 and, apparently, equally easy for East to return a dub. 
After all, West had bid the suit. This was not a success, and 
a pleasantly surprised declarer claimed the rest of the 
tricks. 

What went wrong- apart from West’s failure to 
up? The spade position after tbe third trick was as dear to 
East as it was to West IfWfest had held a club entry rather 
than one in hearts, he would have led 4Q at tridr two 
instead of the king. His real choice strongly suggested that - 
be wanted a return in the higher-ranking suit - hearts. 


Ul4 15 Mi V 18 19 20 21 22 25 24 




U WE can eliminate the emotion, how should you oeau_ 
whether to take or drop? First you must evaluate the 
position and decide on a game plan. Having decided 
that, yon try to estimate your game-winning chances. If 
you expect to wn one game in four, then you probably 
tove atake. Even if you expect to win only one game m 

go, as owning the cube has considerable value. 

?* ercnUca I factor is the gammon threat (if it 
t0 * 0se 3 Summon, say, 10 percent 
^ Change your decision. The role of 
th^te hi halve the gammon percentage and add it to 

*> ‘Expect » 

^ea 10 per cent of the time, your take point 

SSS, 30 PCr Ce “ 1, Es&nali “8 the gin notarial 

in 

» per " 

E l^k has just bum hit 

S2SSS 7“* now doubi< i should 
“ 10 anchor on While 's 2 - 

Wiite win “»? «“><*, ® 

estimate isttoRlZl m? 2 " p01Dt roU - 
. Bbick ’"■'wit least 30 per cent 

cent. Can Rlsetr^ Potion. So his take point is 40 per 
contain White if .f m ^ tUre , ls **» good enough to 
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Blown 

up in 
style 


Catherine Hough makes glass bottles - but - 
don’t worry about filling them; they are a 
triumph of art over function. Claire Gervat 
considers the ultimate Mother's Day present 


There is a good chance that many of 
this weekend's most harried shoppers 
will be those searching for the per- 
fect Mother’s Day present, and high 
on their list will be that perennial 
favourite, perfume. 

But for the more imaginative 
giver, and lucky recipient, there is an 
exclusive alternative. For, no matter 
how much time the designers at Dim; 
Chanel et al dedicate to creating the 
^ perfect container for their product, 
there is nothing to beat the luxury 
of a custom-made perfume bottle. 

Whether any of Catherine 
Hough’s customers at her south 
London studio would realty com- 
mission one of her sensuous hand- 
made glass bottles for keeping scent 





Through the looking glass: Catherine Hough's work - from molten glass to translucent fantasia 


in is a moot point, however. After all, 
they cost more than their contents 
are likely to - around £200 or so for 

an mdrwdnal design— though cha has 
a standard range that retails for about 
£75 in such places as the Crafts 
Council shop in north London. 

Catherine herself believes that 
“when somebody commissions a 
bottle, they’re usually looking beyond 
the function of it, towards having 
something that is a true one-off, a 
special piece. I suspect they’re not 
used very often, though I take great 
pains to make sure the stopper fits 
perfectly. More often than not they 
are ornaments. There are, after all, 
lots of people who collect bottles.” 

Commissioning an individual 


piece is not a speedy process. “A 
special design takes quite a bit of 
time There are the meeting? with the 
client to work out what they want, 
then you have to do a prototype. 
That’s what raises the cost" 

Although some customers have 
strong ideas as to what they want, 
anyone who is less than certain 
need not feel daunted. 1b provide in- 
spiration, there are plenty of ex- 
amples of Catherine’s bottles, with 
their sinuous stoppers, textured sur- 
faces and jewel-bright bubbles of 
colour, on display in the office at her 
shared studio. 

Catherine’s love of glass dates 
from an early age. But at the time 
she left school, in 1967, it was diffi- 


cult for creative giassb lowers to find 
somewhere to train and work, so she 
went into teaching. 

“It’s only really in the past 20 or 
25 years that studios with small fur- 
naces have existed,” she points out. 
The first one was The Glasshouse in 
Covent Garden, and having attend- 
ed one of their evening classes she 
decided to go back to college to do 
a specialist glass course. Three years 
later she left Stourbridge College of 
Art with a degree and a job at the 
crystal specialists Royal Brier! ey, 
making ornate, one-off pieces. 

Her reputation for malting ex- 
quisite perfume bottles started to de- 
velop after she left Royal Brierley. 
She was offered a place at The 


Glasshouse’s workshop, where she 
was able to rethink and simplify her 
style. 

That’s when 1 started using nat- 
ural objects as sources for my designs: 
pebbles, rode strata, ripples in the 
sand. The perfume bottles were just 
something I enjoyed making It was 
an interesting challenge to relate the 
bottle and stopper into one shape. 
And having started making them. I’ve 
made more. It was something I be- 
came known for.” 

Since then, Catherine’s work has 
featured widely in shows, and there 
are examples in permanent collec- 
tions in Sweden, the US and Ger- 
many, as well as in Britain. 

One of the identifying marks of 


her style is the large amount of work 
that is done after the bask shape has 
been created. But first a tiny amount 
of coloured glass is wrapped in dear 
glass over the end of a rod, to be 
blown out as the colour lines the 
inside of the bubble. 

“I don't blow it out very thin, so 
you can always see the shape of the 
bubble suspended in the clear glass,” 
Catherine remarks. After that, the 
bottle is polished, textured and dec- 
orated in the cold workshop. 

What this means is that Cather- 
ine needs only one or two days a 
week at the furnace. Yet furnaces 
have to be kept running constantly, 
gobbling up fuel and money, so it’s 
often not viable for glass makers to 


Photographs: Nicola Kurtz 


work on their own. Catherine has 
always shared studios with other 
craftspeople. Since early last year, she 
has had a large space in a workshop 
in Oapham. south London, owned 
by Simon Moore. It suits her per- 
fectly, she says. 

And should you find that one of 
her perfume bottles would suit you 
perfectly, too. dear a space cm the 
dressing-table and leave this page in 
a prominent position. Your family max 1 
well be grateful for the inspiration. 

Catherine Hough Class is at Unit 
Two, Union Court, Union Road, Lon- 
don SW4 6JH (0171-498 6453; fits 
0171-720 1046; e-mail hough- 
glass@aoLcom). 


Cut out and keep 


Making it: 

parchment design is 
an addictive 
occupation, and the 
skills are surprisingly 
easy to learn. 

Sally Staples gets 
scissor-happy with 
the joys of creating a 
good old-fashioned 
greetings card 


OnTtiesday mornings Marian 
Fenett’s dining-room tutus into 
a cosy studio for ax women who 
have all become devotees of 
parchment craft Few people 
will recognise the name, but 
most would know the product 
Parchment craft is the art of pro- 
ducing those embossed and 
decorated cards that were pop- 
ular in the Victorian era. They 
look intricate and complex to 
make. But, as Marian's stu- 
dents testify, anyone can do it 

The art of making these 
cards dates back to the 15th 
century, when it was taught by 
nuns in Colombia. As an emi- 
nently suitable pastime for 
young ladies, parchment craft 
thrived in Victorian times and 
■is now slowly enjoying a resurg- 
ence as craft shops are offering 
lessons. 

The students begin by trac- 
ing a design on to a waxy, shiny 
sheet of paper that feels a little 
like plastic and gives the effect 


of parchment The attraction 
here is that though not every- 
one can draw, we all learned to 
trace things at school Nor is 
there any need to be creative in 
design, as there are numerous 
pattern books offering a huge 
variety of themes - Christmas 
and Easter motife, fruit, flowers, 
animals, birds, abstract styles. 

Once the tracing is com- 
plete there is the opportunity to 
colour the parchment-like paper 
to any hue. Using oil pastel 
crayons, Marian simply scribbles 
a few lines of colour cm the bade, 
of the parchment and then 
wipes surgical spirit over the 
colour to stain the paper. 

At this stage there is the op- 
tion to use colour on the design 
itself So if you want the flowers 
to be yellow, the birds blue and 
the butterflies red you simply 
paint inside the traced lines - 
as easy as painting by numbers. 

“I always encourage people 
to start painting with a felt tip 
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because they feel safer with 
something that is familiar,’’ 
says Marian. “With many 
people, if you put a brush into 
their hands they freeze .” 

But if you don’t freeze with 
a brash the painting can be done 
with acrylic paints or even 
water-soluble pencils. Not 
everyone chooses to use colour, 
some prefer what is called a 
white-work effect 

The next stage is embossing. 
Marian provides each student 
with a pad to rest on and a set 
of embossing pens of different 
thicknesses, and they simply 
fill in the design with the em- 
bossing tool to raise it slightly 
from the parchment. Different 
sizes of tool will give varying 
effects. 

The parchment design can 
either be mounted cm a card, or 
made so that it encloses an insert 
where messages can be written. 
At the end of a couple of hpurs 
even the most hesitant beginner 
will have produced a greetings 
card that looks utterly profes- 
sional It is not arduous, nor do 
you need artistic flair. 

The women, who regularly 
have a five-hour session with 
Marian, take great pride in 
their handiwork and imve an im- 
pressive portfolio of cards, 
Christmas tags, bookmarks, 
table seating cards, photograph 
mounts and even some three- 
dimensional work. 

Margaret Gidley, a retired 
civil servant from Bor don in 
Hampshire, says: “Ybu can have 
such fan with this if you like 
painting, or the intricate lace- 
work - done with a four-needle 
tool followed by some deft . 
hand movements with a pair of 
stissors-or you just want to ex- 
periment with the embossing to 
get different textures and 
effects. There is something for 
everyone. And h is amazing how 
good children are at this craft. 
My grandsons, aged seven and 
10, will sit with me at the 
kitchen table for hours working 
on cards. It makes a good con- 
trast to dashing about on a 
skateboard. 

"It’s the first craft I’Ve ever 
done where you can take home 
something good enough to give 
someone after just one lesson. 
Andifyou want to progress, the 
advanced techniques show how 
to make 3-D designs and parch- 
ment flowers.” __ 

Irene Mason, from Fam- 
ham in Hampshire, has been 
working on the craft for a year 



Good on paper: Victorian parchment in the making 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


and has sent her cards all over 
the worid. So keen is she to 
spread the word that on a recent 
visit to the Dolly Parton theme 
park in Tennessee she spoke to 
sponsors about setting up a 
parchment craft stall in the 
park. “Very few people seem to 
know about it in America, 
although his a popular craft in 
Australia,’' she says. 

Pam Qixman , from Fain- 
borough. says that parchment 
craft was a joy to find after fail- 
ing at painting. “I tried water- 
colours and wasn't any good. I 
think you can either draw or you 
can’t But I like doing things 
with my hands, and this is mar- 
vellous. I can copy exactly from 
the pattern books. Other people 
can draw in their own designs, 
but I don’t have to worry about 
that” 

To set yourself up io leom porch- 
mem craft at home costs only £20, 
as there are few tools needed. 
Malian's sessions, where aU mat- 
erials are provided, cost around 
£10. She teaches children at a 
local school in Liphook and 
adults in Hampshire craft shops. 
For details, call 01428-713049. 

Her colleague, Wbtdy Stone, 
teaches at craft shops m Surrey 
(01372-453452). Together they 
are holding a demonstration day 
to raise funds for motor neurone 
disease on 17 October at The Old 
Bam Hall, Church Road, 
Bookhom , Surrey. Entry costs £2 
Details pom Marian or Wendy. 



Bilbao & The Guggenheim 


3 nights in the Basque Region 

for only £299 

Departures in April 1998 

We are delighted to be able to offer you 
this exclusive break to Bilbao and the 
Guggenheim Museum. Many feel that the 
Guggenheim is one of the most important 
buildings of this century. Formed of titanium 
and limestone with three floors and eighteen 
galleries, it has not only attracted the 
attention of architects but also captured the 
imagination of the pubhe. This break 
includes entrance to the Museum, scheduled 
flights with British Airways and three nights 
in a centrally located three star hotel 
This break also offers, the opportunity to 
explore Bilbao and the surrounding Basque 
countryside, known as “Green Spain". 

So join us on this marvellous value for money 
break and discover the Guggenheim for 
yourself. 

(Price based on 2 people sharing a twin room.) 



Send fix your brochure today, call our brochure h otlineon: 

0990 55 33 55 

or return the coupon below to: 
Independent Bilbao & Guggenheim Offer, 
Festive Holidays Ltd, Pate Court, North Place. 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL50 4DY. 


These holidays have been arranged in conjunction with 
Festive Holidays Lid, ABTAV 1 Q 6 X, A70L2172 

Rreia fa e fa dWSWy feOTiMija -P nNiihas pte. 

Reg Office 1 Canada Square, Canty Wharf, I jndoo E14 SDL 


Independent Bilbao & Guggenheim Offer 
Please forward me a brochure: 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Msj 


Address: - 


Postcode: 

□ PI sew ttek thta boa if you do net wtoh to receive tutura otters 
from Newspaper PufifaMng pic or tram cnmparttea approved 
byNewwarPubH&mriBpic. WTM98 
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Lola’s last orders 


Rural pub meets 
big corporation: Duff 
Hart-Davis on a brewing 
row between landlord 
an cl leisure group 

It's not often that you arrive at a pub 
to find that the landlord has just been 
banned from his own premises. But 
that was what happened on Tuesday 
when I dropped in for a hmcbtiine pint 
at the Fleece, in the Worcesters hire 
village of Bretforton. 

If a national competition were 
held to find the quintessential English 
pub. the Fleece would be a strong con- 
tender. Of medieval origin, half- 
timbered, leaning all ways, the 
building was once a farmhouse, owned 
for centuries by the Byrd family; and 
since Henry Byrd obtained a licence 
to sell beer and cider in 1848 it has 
remained miraculously unchanged, in- 
side and out. 

Regulars still speak reverently of 
Lola Taplin, Hemy’s great-grand- 
daughter , who ran the pub single- 
handed for 30 years until she died, 
aged S3, in 1977. The place is sdll full 
of the artefacts she inherited or as- 
sembled - wooden cheese moulds 
black with age; a cheese press 
we igh ted with a masave block of stone; 


a magnificent collection of pewter 
salvers dating back to CromwelL 
White circles painted on the floor in 
front of the fireplace are kept dean 
to deny witches access via the chim- 
ney, and the ghostly form of Lola her- 
self sometimes still appears in the 
rocking-chair in the Pewter Room. 

This latest turn of events must have 
set her spinning in her grave. In her 
will she left the Fleece to the National 
Trust, with instructions that it should 
be maintained as a traditional village 
pub. The Trust first leased it to the 
Campaign for Real Ale (Camra), 
and this at first seemed a good idea; 
but m feet it foiled, because widespread 
advertising attracted real-ale freaks 
from Ear and wide, and the place be- 
came too popular for its size. 

The next lessee was an offshoot of 
Camra, Midsummer Leisure, which in 
1990 was taken over by European 
Leisure, a company that runs mainly 
upmarket, private members' snooker 
and billiard chibs. As landlord they in- 
herited John Griffiths (known to all 
as “Griff”), a local man who is a for- 
mer butcher. 

For nearly nine years everything 
went well. Griff and his wife Linda 
did all they could to preserve the 
pub's traditions: they declined to in- 
stall piped music, fruit machines or 
television, and they continued to 
keep beers from numerous inde- 
pendent breweries. Thus, at the mo- 
ment, you can get Old Spot ale from 
the Gloucestershire village of Uley, 


Fox’s Nob bitter from the Highgate 
Brewing Company in Walsall, CHB 
biller from the Warden Brewery in 
Northamptonshire, and Whistling 
Joe from the Brandy Cask brewery 
at Pershore, besides Brew XI from 
Bass, the holding company’s main 
suppliers. 

For nine years, in other words, Griff 
did his best to honour Lola’s wishes. 
But now. suddenly, the job has blown 
up under him. 

The trouble started last year, when 
European Leisure began puffing pres- 
sure on him to secure larger discounts 
from independent'breweis, or throw 
their beers out (Bass, with their 
enormous output, can undercut 
smaller operators by a Luge margin.) 
Then, on 18 February this year, he re- 
ceived a directive headed “Drinks 
Stocking Policy”, which ordered all 
“units” to give “maximum support to 
Bass and their products”. 

The list of approved products in- 
cluded no real ales from independent 
breweries. “Certain other products” 
might be stocked, but these were "very 
limited”, the directive laid down. The 
rules “must be enforced vigorously”. 
If managers failed to implement the 
new policy, the company “would have 
no alternative but to resort to dis- 
ciplinary action”. 

This was too much for Griff, who 
handed in his notice. He was to have 
left yesterday, but on Tuesday a 
team from European Leisure de- 
scended unannounced to scrutinise 


his stock and accounts, and he him- 
self was told that he would not be 
welcome behind the bar after 3pm. 
When 1 arrived at midday, the place 
was seething. Men and women in 
dark suits stood outside, glued to 
mobile telephones. A new young 
manager had been hastily Imported 
from a pub in Stafford. Griff and 
Linda were gathering personal pos- 
sessions. Regulars were bobbing in 
and out, bemused and angry. 

• Tim Fender, European Leisure's 
regional manager, was looking 
acutely uncomfortable, and ' ex- 
plained that the whole upheaval was 
the result of a mistake. A copy of the 
memorandum should never have, 
been sent to the Fleece, he said. He 
had tried to get Griff to reverse his 
decision. “The company’s not going 
to spoil the pub in any way,” he told 
me. “There's no reason whatever to 
change iL Why change things if 
they’re going well?” 

Locals are asking that very ques- 
tion. The darts team, the football dub 
and the quiz league have already 
voted with their feet, decamping 
with the landlord to the bar of the 
British Legion dub along the road. 

Damage may be limited by the fad 
that European Leisure’s lease will run 
out next year; but the row does high- 
light the difficulties that arise when 
traditional pubs - of which few 
enough remain - fall into the hands 
of firms governed by managers, ac- 
countants and “targets”. 
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Always keep a promise ... or your house may fall 
down, and you could be haunted by a fat butcher 
-from Mapping. This is what happened to the Tlch- 
borne family when they failed to honour a 
promise made 600 years before. 

On her deathbed the good Lady MabeflaTich- 
borae asked her husband to agree to give a yearly 
hand-ont of £knir to local poor villagers every Lady 
Day. Nasty Sir Roger would promise only if his 
dying wife crawled round a field This she did. and 
the field is still known as The Crawls. Before she 
died, Lady Mabella put a curse on any of her heirs 
who ignored the promise made to her. 

When the Dole of Flour was temporality 
stopped, late in the 18th century, the curse came 
into force. Family disasters culminated in the ap- 
pearance of a false heir to the Tichborne fortunes. 
After a long trial, which used up much of the Hcfa- 
bome family money, the claiman t was discredited 






and imprisoned. He was proved to be a Mr Orton, 
a plump butcher from East London. The promise 
made to Lady Mabefia has been honoured ever since. 

The Uchbome Dole of flour is given out to vil- 
lagers from the steps of Uchbome House, Tich- 
boroe, Hamp shire at 230pm on 25 March. 

SdfytOndberg 


NATURE NOTE 


With songbirds beginning to nest, householders naturally feel tempted to put out plenty of food so 
tha t the parents have a ready supply for feeding their broods. The RSPB used to discourage this 
practice, believing that it was bad for the health of the chicks; but now the society has modified its, . 
advice, and says that only peanuts are positivety dangerous, because lumps may physically choke in- 
fantc if peanuts are dispensed at all, they should be put into containers with fine mesh, so that for- , 
aging birds can peck out only small particles. Hygiene is also important: salmonella on the bird 
table can be just as deadly as salmonella in the kitchen. _ 

In fact, recent research by the British Trust for Ornithology suggests that parent birds distin- 
guish between artificial and natural food. Although they take items such as peanuts and sunflower. ; 
seeds for their .own consumption, they prefer natural sources of protein such as inserts for their 
offspring— and there is nothing better than juicy caterpillars for inducing growth spurts. Whatever 
food they are fetching, the industry of small birds is astonishing: trip counters have showf that a - 
pair of blue tits, for instance, may make more than 400 visits to their nest in a 
single day. 
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Fbr Sales 


“The Erotic Print Society goes rather further” 

The Independent, 
February 1998 

The Independent’s recent survey of 
the New Erotica naturally mentioned 
The Erotic Print Society. 

It might be called Erotica DirecL 

Yon buy insurance, furniture and 
clothes, after all, direct from the 
comfort and privacy of your own 
home. 

Now you can collect erotic 
masterpieces in the same way; words 
and pictures, past and present, 
delightfully rude and deliciously 
naughty. 

Our eighty page catalogue is 
hibririousty illustrated in colour with 
private parts of our private 
collection, from I he Illustrated Book 
of Bottoms (“very rude”) to Le 
Journal Secret d’uneJeune Me. 

And with the catalogue you wffl 
receive a free copy of our witty new 
quarterly The En^dc Print Society 
Review. (Contributors include 
Anberon Wfcugh, Josceiine DimWeby 
and Anne BSson.) 

As The bukpendent said. The Erotic 
Print Society goes rather further for 
those of independent tastes. 

The catalogue plus a free copy of The 
Erotic Print Society Review is £5.00. 

Cheque (to 'EPS*) or Visa/Mastercard/Amex details to: EPS, Dept ITK PO Box 
10645, London SW1 0 9ZT. Freephone 0800 026 25 24 (quote department ITJ). Fax 
0171-244 8899. Or why not browse our website at http:lfwww.eps.org.uk 
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Duff Hart-Davis 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


NEW CUSHIONS FOR 

WINDSOR 

DINING CHAIRS 


ERCOL ■ PRIORY /ffk 

& other good makes fM |j| 

* High quality foam jfs | jjSj 

interiors and covers, n IS W III 
fitted with 4 tapes 

and press studs, 

At a fraction of ySSgjrft 
shop prices. fj 

* FREE fabric U H H 

samples ! 11 

UNPIAN (Dept 057) 

&(^cr 94 ep s 0181 688 5808 


The secret of healthy sleep 

WTT 






ENGLISH TITLES 

Sir, Lord, Lady. Shot. 
Coast, etc. 

EHectrre inheritable and «»■ 
heritable tales &vbS5 

97009 785505 (Z 4 h»). 


Unusual Gifts 


'FREE v 
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DRINKING SYSTEMS ate 
ccirified for Lead Reduction » 
veil as Chlorine, Asbewa. 
Untidily. Copper. A lumin i um 
and Cyit* inch ns 
CiTjrtojfxuhfiam. 

Get fresh, pure water trow yc 
up for lesi than 2p per fit 
EVHRPURE - world leaden 
drinking water ayston* for mote 

ifcau 60 years. 

Tel: 01494 444429 
Fas 01494 443233 
For brochure 

Email 

707 g 46 B 5 ewp M cr m cem 

W-bgVERPDRE.COM 


• We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds h 

See your Softs and. Chairs being mad6 '■ 

By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sola or Chair and FUxric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure * 

Vast choice of fabrics. AH leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwell, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers : 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! • 


Wc will heat any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare St, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well St) 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fan 0181 985 2953 
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MS Sn WHEN BACK ACHE? 


BACKFRIEND 


Staiiiift Rentals 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

For a free no obligation quote. 

• Direct from ihr manofarmret 

• Next day instaflatiooavaflaWr yff 

nationwide. 1 

■ Rent or buy ^ ' 

• New or W j/| [ 

leoBoflUoncd. itub'i ijri 11 t 





Collerting 


Genuine 

Birthyear Putters 

fliriip iii i f il m plf gj&L timlftr 
MwilfamiNlriitmAi 
bbUb^ Kilfr aififesj fiodpK teas 


Call lia fanduin. 
01488 688144 
Fan 01492 534144 


* 





FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogan y 
extending dining „ 
tables always in Mill (farm, dbditpurx 
stodc JfaUuunfuUad, 

* (Bcrki 

01488 638541/638361 

Library and writing Only 6 mins from J 13 M 4 
furniture also 
usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 
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_ . _ FORM QUR3E 

S»fr*a and tha flroBnd has got Whafs Tbur Story home at MWwrby C&" 71) wid (han 
owr an attended three mlaa at D on ea stor. Tha toying grounfl and snort e r trip not 
alow da atanWia to come Into pjay and tt w# be drfEoit tor h*n to compiete a hat-trie*. 
Kb ahmya eadsr to concada we&it on better grated and MgaTs Lad a tar from out of 
It, daapfte hanng to gha fflto and mow » We ten rtwla Ngefc Lad is a genuine sort and 
boMad on realyweA » hold aKsdiaaquart wnrar Dana Port at Manat Rasen last month. 


loeel EXTERIOR PROFILES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS B) 
l£^EJ £7,500 added 2m 4# 110yds 

/F-4P1 CAUWlAN(>4(HMdGn«dNHmdnai7trD MA Amsmu 


40-03 DRAMATIST (264 ^MEFtodan^MtoMRateDd 7 ttO. 


t14« VITAL ISSUER {Anne Duchess d»taVT*ww}J JOTW6H 7 — 
00003 MNGMDOV(n(U3SABon4UnSJchmon8tl£. 


PCartMny 

JlrSDuack 


0M0 RCHBTORAGS^BIfnwflUa-bRnPdmhpIDMddgonSit^-flJohnMi 
34« SYDNEY TWDTH0U8AIC (ffl) (M (MUwdKUWQItaH Krt^ISlI 2 — ^Btadsy 
03330 niUAaiY(N2}ta»9AaHJOmB|8BndtoHrSfin S Wynne 


3222 BOSSWa«QBa.1J4(H^(UsSW*T5WRW»>ltows5»». 
9 2PP432 SECOM) FV1QLE pS) {O Bwn^ O 9nmn 8 V 11 . 


Evan a flfa rise fit* males him tha on* they may afl haw » beat. VMght. plus It betnu 
hd d« tun In flva months was what bad ZANDER at Chepstow last Saturday after hatt 


looked tte more Body wfmor than Oustaquay and Moo Amte al die way ip tte atraJoht 


BETTING: 2-1 SydwyThotboMQBd, 7-4 VUtoeoa, 4-1 RoswmGM.MCdanLan, 12-1 Mm- 
Ikt, 16-1 m HtgoY. Second FUcfla, 20-1 ottwri 
BST nocaiespondngra 


rnn 


BBC I 


TOTE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE FINAL 
(CLASS C) £20,000 added 3m 2f £13,615 

MUR WISLEY WONDER M TO (Wday Gel Partiart^ NTa^antewsfl 120 — CBwde 
chrtdiue, a«ech»rorj. tvhiesteoa drtdueqaoe cartto*eap,»«e^x» 

flFtfl ORGAN RECITAL (16) (Lady Anne BertodtJODerDBi 9 n 9 M Brennan 

tttt. whtesteBWA Uackcap, wflle dbrnond 

■ran SWANBBIBI(1S)(MQnelDCl3reyLUjjDfltlfl RSuppfe 


With Itet to put hen itf*. and tha uui to condew a hto emnaandatedha gate ten mpaib 
Lad, Zander eartarty mates a good dad of appeal a^ucialy on hto de&ref Rad Slaz- 


er at T^rr taei April Nowloa or nd, NonBc Prtnea la conaBtart and ooUddt be nlad out 
but ona wfth a batter, if less dMaua chance la Beggars Banquet. Tte dght-yearald 
hsant had a lot of raotog mica winning two of his Ihwe etarta laat eoae on and was tw- 
wghlatlrettunforpfeeBntconnacConeandwwntwaltetlBtoierblpwfciflupor lo B ng lo 
day; perhaps a bit of each at Newcastle « days aga He can at least rwwrae tte tam 
wtth the tf*d that day, Double Agent. Selection: ZAfOER 


3.25 


LADBROKE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £10,000 
added 2m 5f 


.AThortooo 


1 S/Pfl EASY BUCK (14) (D) (J P I4& JWCock)CModockti SO 

2 -33322 GLBICrr pt9) [CO) (Dems'itarifl PRYMtar'DII tt 

3 mUM EASBY JOKSt (16) (D) (G R Orua*^ S Wiewto U n a 

( 4-in LBTBnM(7(MZ}f32)TO(F)B8BMRaaogCbbiSBndatar9llS SWyaei 

5 P546H EASINORPE (14) main BraelttlWBHKnipt DIM JFTttoy 


.PCwfaeoy. 


faM toe iwfcapi dua ear 
303M waiCKE MUCK (SSMQ (D) W c N T-atorvDads 8 fl 5_.C UewWyn 


hkolL nftmdMiw htowcep 

2313/1 STS.H0SS (37) TO Dany fiorfcl C Mai 9 It 3. 

dSAbbe. oanpa daces, seem and cap 


2.20 


..B Fenton 


MARSTONS PEDIGREE MIDLANDS GRAND 
NATIONAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS A) 
£60,000 added 4m 21 


BBC I 


6 02333 GREVUE AGAIN (IQ (C) TO (Us H J (tote) D ffetahon 9 1) n 

did »«» ddr «6MC amadtf paw «f ntfe topaddsem 

7 52-332 MRJBSF0RD(37}(BF)(UsDerehFI^NG^rO6 

tel. M* *w gold tapes, ftft taw stem and cap 

8 25W01 GALH(p2) (Ma 7 E 9anan) Ua M Hnday 7 0 1 . 


~R Johnson 


1 -43F33 EUCWE (HI) (7) (D A JoOnsoT) U 6 12 0- 


9 0-422 AMAZON LEY (13) (Us JEEds^ 


ameradsnen, twgBtermdaaroncap 
ARFtantl DO. 


_.W Mereton 
jrWHhraonS 


lajelblua, meaU green sham, ntee cep, amaH green axe 
2 2W21 DOM SAMOURAI (FR) (21) (BA tqptot*)M/b» 71111.. 


enaotf paea acatof hoopatf atom and cqp 
3 4-3234 CALL IT A DAY pi) (C) (BF) MsJenBLand D MtetexiS 11 tj 


rwwt. 

-C Maude B 


2W31- P0LDS4 PRUJE p04j<D) (D Lotoyet CFbry GBtotigJGBdjhg OTI 3 — BCSHaai 

7 rail CATTIY HANG (42} TO (W G N Ucwte) J lagh 8 n 3 AbS Omck® 

9 4PQ5- MR JAMBOfCE OS) (CO) (Us D LcxaaiN lINBaras 12 1) Q .R Johnson 

» 2IP5IF STAMMRE(M)TO(BR(UFM«tiBbOdB»cl4CBnolaee2 CFSwm 

V FI-414 AFTER THERM (it) (AN Breda Redd) NHatoan 100 — RQreww 

H FQ346 BALULUepS) (77*49 FMwrt^WXaop7 VO BFowto 

G 1RP36 RAMUIGHfWaf (29) (CO) UCBm±uy)G BarnettB VO CLkwe«ynB 

-TStednsd- 


.BPanff 


tege aid Onm fttesraft Me daam and bq 

_ 9 declined — 

BETTWG: »4 Swinfifitor. 5-1 Organ FtodW, 7-1 Steal Maas, 8-1 MBarstaid, 9-1 nadda Mueto 
12-1 GraeMe Agato, Oden, 20-1 Ammo LB* 20-1 WMey Wonder 
VP ActaxB Conan V V 0 IW C Svrey 12-1 |Mra J SnayJ a ran 
PORM GWD£ 

Wlalay Mfancbr areJ Organ Radlaf are not straipttforward rides Having won ntody to 
Huitmdoa wtwe Freddie Muck (Ob batte « and capable of better) was a daappaindng 
tevtem 20 tanolhs bach to tourttv Organ Ftodtal was bade there soon after and held a 
two-tenth load when tateg at the second last leering Wtotoy Wander (5b worse otl) 
tha tength-anp-a-quarw winnac It rdght be argued that IMdey Vtondar. who tea to be 
hdd up. tadnt made Ms mow and vredd haw won anyway; but thereto tea tha prab- 
ten Thews need to go Ms as hflS apt » down tools, as he da at Warwick teat thna 

Oritei Ftedtal has made tha greater progress dries, though whether sufficient to cope 
wmBMMNBtSTER to snahar metier. A bunper and hudtoewlnnattomtog took* ice 

bdng tte making of SwartastBf and ha hasn't put a foot wrong since tatoig (going w*l) 

at totoo on Ms diaatog tebut Tte way he has won at Carlew and Kdso etnoa nwta 
him down as a ham wtth a futtre Steal Mosa tooted beaten after biundartog sbt out 
at Wtocanton out came back wto to load four out and ttww was no Buka whatsoever In 
te fl-tongth defeat of IBHeratard. Fbr a horse mattig his cteakig debut and au*ig 
back after almost two years off that was some performance. Whether ha has tteKopa 
to confirm the form on Tito worse terns b debatable. S atacflon: SWUBBTER 


rajNte red Jww jk *#* stem due a& md hoops 

4 14CV ANOTHBLBCUSE(17)TOI)9®*wTigByntedH)ECre*«i(»1)in’4..BPowalB 

jetod isd cross tete attoafabam /ad bis cap 

5 tva-P MTQ THE RBJ pi) (I iitoTO TA b M Ffewfey 14 h 4 Glee 

, yabnnHa cap, daibkiBm 

6 04-GU KAWKA2E(TO(%rBMnatuy)KBtoay8'ni Ml 


Mto Iteft JOB. Tub tooSeap mbhtAttr 77* forte Ttft Baftfcw »7fc, AteltgMMW TOi 
BEniNG: M Uden Ttany; 7-2 CtoOy Hwg, 4-1 Eaathoq», 8-1 GtanoL Stmrnore, 10-1 Gear Back, 
20-1 tesbyJtow; After Tb* Few, 2tH otowi 
V97-. Oaco dee Motes 611 7R Ouwoody 1t-6 to (G Etohsrt3) 7 red . 


)4.Q0 


7 «J03P GMMERVE t’v G. 


WEATHERBYS TURF NEWSPAPERS ‘NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 


redcap 


-CFS 


amarafcf owi)«4v hoops, write cep 

8 08-125 FBSUHESEALp4)(Do»iSyrdcatB)G Horlgai (W)CV4 PCerteny 

red 8 tsteb whto atom cheto cap 

9 5401 U UNA’SCHOfCESl) (fito&PauU$FFtood W 0 03 FJFtood 

jWfaa BBdt cress d feereha ttrmoki gm 


. d green teem and cep 

V F-1P03 OVBtTHEDm.(1l)TO(t3aargB - fctit8JH JthnaaiGOO 

%jf» tore, pew sbem chactrcep 


06G2 DANDEUAN(1STO(BR(ZteUJta*sFtette9hMM»LSkkTO7n5^ThemkB 

1G2G OOtJNniY DRCHD (3q (D)8* rB JVKWoe)UsllR9wlBy71'a Glee 

- - iHftetonil 


21-033 BX3 PERKS (3SJ (D) (R A H f 


IPOaftonett 1. 


500 COLMU40R (B) (YteTrck Mentis Rattog COb) RDtei 5 in 

384-43 DAMOfS CHOICE (TOW Saws) Us U Joe* 6 til 

6-BF2 JOKING ASHE (28) (Q Ho/IbTO 0 Houigen W hi 


AtopaaTO 

.D&yrm 


-AThorrtoo 


4 PADOQtGTON J01CS (10) (J7n SinglBCr^ D McCMn Shi. 
IdteCNWStoteiyJPRWbbbarfl 


11 tIRSZP TOP JAMUN(ITO (TO TO Pta Vito* Then) N Mail VO. 


9 34afF PBIROSE LAD Ota 06) 

SO PRSBER CRU §1) ^rtOgtei)^ M IMSutorS 11 1 


|tei^ ■ ■ - I Li — »- u[,L ..I mm 

iw? i Wa!i« JoO QfCr?*Tlt uBCn (fDffl S, i^B-Trf? CSO 

G 435110 MSS ORCHESIRA (17) (BF) (The BBOUU) Ms J Hanto^on (M) 7 VO— BJtentfby 
areareto green ebre wre. maid ahto rqi gam gate 
a 46S23 KAMA (39) 0fcs Itogaret Swqwan) R Rone 6 V □ AGer%(1) 


JHteenaB V IXIM reGALBUIFFpm^WaMTSw^ JMcConnodtoefl 1 


H 03880 THE CIW1AB MAN (48) (Ms Shanxi C Ndson) U VUn (M)8111- 
G oooo YOtreEAGOCOUN«U8teTinrnari D Sheer Sill 
IPtoMal 


334- ALEANDE (383) | 


IFarnenOJGtowrOVV 



orange; tedttoK JMedeMmo, orange cqg. Phot: tor 

14 F18533 COOLRUNNER(TO(GaadNodi}Ms9NodcBVO J8rSDvadt(5) B 

pupAeawd gre en crew of toMnamtof green qp 

E UP0H4 WOfflXAMTS GSStRE (11) (D) {Yibodbncb ltd} P fttcha/d S O 0 CUaaeBynB 

nMb; todrdniot tecftcap 


14 race WMSA«QFEBTSIdB)<D)(rFiandi&FUbnaa)SGtohaB70fl 
V 0DF DtERHJBniAUS(3S)MdyVe^MbeHKritft4V7 


-M A 


F McCoy 


6E1TMG: 54 Country Orchid, 4-1 Jottog Asbto, 7-1 Dan da Man, Mameabb 
Fteta, Derefenb Oreo, Preariar Cm, ID-1 others 
ven aateb 8 m G May 4-1 [C Bate) 6 ran 


8-1 Big 


Lingfield 


2.05 lie Ds Uhrate 
2A0 John Tufty 
3.10 Black Statement 
3 AO Sadler’s Realm 


HYPERION 

4.10 Running Stag 
4 AO Georgetown 

5.10 Sharlakanndl (nb) 


FORM GUIDE 

Tha teng-MoiniLOBSTBl COTTAGE rarely rure a bad race. SuccoaafiJ at ftsnpton 
In Octotwr on hto mban ha mate tte frame in hia tow outtoga tetore coming good again 
whan « tortgtha too good for Norttem OptMat at Strattard hOecembarandtefal- 
towad up at Dancaatsi; Btauaa Bird eaaly landed tha odda egatoto soma weak oppoai- 
tfon owr Couna and dbtanca to January. David Gendaftob luirer, a VJangth tMnd to 
Adda taro Champtea hem neat ttom but wal a baatan fourth to Donttesv atfien eat at 
Plimpton, might ba Iha one to toiow Lobetor Cottage homa O alao t lo n: LOBSTER OOT- 


BErrtNa 4-1 AaiUgiious, M Starewoter 8toaty, 8-1 Ftoreoto. IM Rawing Btog, 8-1 BAM 
Rad, 10-1 Chaal 11-1 OtewndFtere, 0-1 Fay* RatuaafeLoaB, 14-1 Major Chtega.25-1 Haw 
«r God Gtory; Puntore ea. 33-1 DrtwAeetoed, 88-1 Punkah 
DS7: no coraspondte tea 

FMI GUIDE 


GOING: Cteaa course - Good (Good to Soft h places); Huttea - Good to Soft (Soft to 

back snlghD- Afwwafhar trade - Standard 

STALLS: torfda DRAW ADVANTAGE: Mdde to bw nunbrn teal 

• Left-hand, sharp come (Eqtotrack aurtaca). 

• Course to southeast ot town an B202e FW station adotoa couaa ADMSSKM: Ckto & 
Ftorfy Enckouw ED. CAR PARK CUb 63; real frea 

• LEADING TRAINERS (NH):G L Moore 11-42 (3x2%), J Gifford &44 (205%), R O^UtH- 
wui 8-30 (222%) N Handareon 6-23 (2fiJ%) 

• LEADING JOCIOEYB <NH): U A FFtrgerakl 8-fl (S5MJ. D GeOagher M5 (OWJ J R 
Kmrenagh S43 (IlSTO. T J Murphy 3^0 (DK). 

• FAVOURITES (NH): 18&8BB (45.1%) 

BUNKERED FIRSTTIMEiChaftaiiger Row (24cg, MRm'* Umlc (MO) Staamtourtl (vL 
eared, 240) Scobta Girl (vtaored. 440) 


3.40 


strong 

home bull lennihatoauuuaa and dWtoi 
widtcBowad 


(lifting fcc 

smaaton 


I TELETEXT FOR HOUDAYS GOLD CUP H’CAP RTI 
HURDLE (CLASS C) £7^00 added 2m 3f 110yds ASui 

20442- DANC8tGniDOT{3Q9)TOf c f ,a nc a ^ lc TO)KC >l ** ,, d Bn ^ own T)GO-JRKawnagh 
emsatipsK. tel fe*w bur 

Site SADLERS REALM (7) (D) (BO ltetoB}PHobbB5Vg MrRWKgerP) 

JoafMre and tthte (Ma4. ttote teawa reytoMaaeana red «I TOtetfedr cap 

396414 TtCKSTTYS OFT (ifl (CO) (BF) (K Ffgsn) G L Moore 8 V 7 U Batchelor (7) B 

nqefbk* TOtecreaBtotaotoiA redeqn aMaipos 

-71PM aw^VWLIAM(15)TOPn(QA)tttarflGM4lBfd8V3 R Thornton 

enwato green, abh afeew^ omaradgrean and afiitocte* cap 
20> KAMXr LASS (40) (CD) (G W hbcMtoQ J Snnti 9 V 5 .TJUarphy 


last rrvnth whan making hto debut 
up dose home to master the uw- 


tii Gretoiarwhtot a langto. Farooat hat been rff tha track alncalan<STO hto fifth Vltoiver- 
hanretan win to Dacentoar but to certato to be produced fit anoucto by ar 


hampton wto h Dacamter but to cartato to be produced fit anou^i by ar Iferic Preaoott. 
Cbewft, tfw ttoiaa a Ltogfleld scorer - (hrea drrrea on E^uaracfs - fhtohbd a rww-end-a- 

halHeng* thW bahW Fwrnost at the Mdtands track and, taktog "to account the toot 
Cad Lowthar cannot etten tha 3ti tea a I7ti piA Howarac with Chewtt yet to score be- 


yond sewn furlong* Ftemoat can again prow the pfdc of this pot Fayfc to to treman- 
I oornpited afcax-ttoiarwten gatttog home to a btomat toteh for tha 


douabnda _ _ _ 

Lincoln Trial at Vfctwfttemptan last week with Raftaelb Lom - who vwnt off fawurtto 
- and Mow-starting Haver Golf Glory doae up fourth and fifth. Rofcree te Lose tools Iha 
pfc*rfttefrto«(he*vtoedwa0itL -- SMactforc OMAIOND FLAME 


2.05 


TELETEXT FOR NEWS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,750 added 2m 3f 110yds 
3-02 HALHOOWROOM(TOp**itetomStociiMan)JJretta5TlS 
00 UfCKYMASTBtp8){UsAmKay) JLpwrBr 2 


■03322 

43 -GO 


MURRAYS MOJUQN (Itq (QiMte CavKtti^ J 
RB>EAT OFFB1 (29) (0 to Etock) P Cwdel 6 II 2 .. 


SrrftoBTI 2 


IHteteffl 


ptote htookcreea bate tote TOP 

8 3tlGl THEBRBVB)(11)TO (FtogerHortarPartnaratip) JUkKOVO 

• Mtemtetod gram damns on atoews 
7 -09383 HAWTHORNE (2Btp) TO (•A'OCFoeteJJ Long tl V0_ 

MtbtepMratotoTOreonddtonintoaiatotoai VtMrecapjMdtoirend 
-7 dad ered- 

tttwnunaa^c 10*. Trw teitew rtnWwrn (3an 9* 2ib. 


IX Aril PRESS ASSOCIATION MAIDBf CHASE (CLASS 
l^ u l E) £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds £3,028 


DGribgher 


1 -60040 ALJ>«£YnUJT(TO(FU3yc?HPBecrx*7nV 


aaBddipiem; yalte hoop. TOtoetotoea; Madcap 
2 -63SU4 BENJpl)(AAWJecfaajTCb>8y7T1 V 


UP- ZIPAUJNG P60) il*5 Ptu Townatoy) Us P Voretoy 7 fl 2 

31 aADGE0F«AfEn«)(C)ycrnta»OTvawm!KBatoy4 0C... 


-TJMurphy 

DGa fagher 


atoPTbwmtoy 


JtoRWtotoyffl 

2F0221 tt£ BE UBRATE (19) TO (S ue ' pueou Patoflrahp) R DaSven 4 V G DO’SuBver 

045 MYGLBtDAUXJGH (IB) (U3 Mary Doyl^ QLItocni5 DTI-- U Btodudor (7) 


OOP TfWHQ NX3HT (14) (CraeloKl Ofay & Mubsot) W Mason 7 V n MFfoorey(7) 

1 GQUBI MBXXW (132) (AndyftBnceUtQMHsatovSMVB R Thornton 


-10 


BETTW& 48 Badge at Fama, 5-1 Hat Hoo Ytooora, Ue da Ubrata, 8-1 Money's MIMon, 10-1 Re- 
peat Offer, 20-1 Gotten Mstodft 25-1 My Ghmtabogti, 90-1 olhera 
V97 Ba Agap Mou 4 V G P HolBy 94 (G L Moore) 9 ran 


2.40 


TELETEXT CONDmONAL JOCKEYS SELLING HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS G) £2,500 added 2m 4f 110yds £1 ,988 


1 F4U4M CHURCHTDWN CHANCE (7) (Arakn Ftocng Syndcte) C Pcflwn 6 11 t)_~-~J Magee 

2 BW OUNTA MULE (23) (Law Sm*)LSxxirrr VB JUBHchekr 

3 ITO KLLEANEY CAM (28) (VfeS J Sampfe) J Qhnrd7 h 6 OBwrowa 

4 0339*1 FmONFlM( 2 S)TO(WJO'fel)MreSO(MG 116 Al 


BETTW& 84 Sreler's ReWn, 7-2 Tba Brewac 92 Emast YVBtoen. 7-1 TtotaatyaGM, 19-1 Heady 
law, 14-1 Dmcfag teddy, 25-1 Hato f a ww Men 
B87: Tldortyb Oft 7 n 6 U Baichaiar (7) 1»-4 (G L Mom) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SADLER’S REALM ran a Under when a tauHangth aacondto Btowtog Whd In Ite Im- 
perial Opp at Sandown a weak ago and should go ana tetter. Tfckartr's Ml tea scored 
ei^it times at this track - fiw over cotrea and datanoe todudng thh event a year ago 
- tte most recant wten making al to defeat Erkhg • length end a half last month. Grey 
MooreS eighl-year-afd could do no better than fount) at atoxjat 20 lengths, behind Naa- 
ate Dora when a hotpot here tost tone, horwvar. Emeat WBUaro might prtwida most dan- 
ger. He won Ms Sat two mosa thh season at Wtewick and Hawtogdon, where The Brewer 
(wtonerof Maltese pracedtogracea and wrc eB Bt ii«toce)wres a ’Steiglhtttol The ftww- 
or to Mb tatter. Eme« Witam atoo scored an a rattan to Huittogdor last month aftar 
hang two out - he w«4d probetey have firbtoad second - to Lucta Foristo race there tte 
tens before and ha to 3b lower than whan fourth to Tte Roms at Newbury ten weeks 
ago. Selection: SADLBTS REALM 


iqafUuB and effe chart 
6P-Rra BRD0KBS(iR(1heBresiFtortoatep)NGaeatoe8tl V — — 
telhba andyaAreaetoK tefttobaabaweato cap 
08005U CUXXWTOggpi) (W H 9m) J Bridge V It V. 


_D<rst*wi 


me bbe, TOiB erase Mto jatow stoaasa and cap 
P MB EXEd/nVEIONG (M) (GArtihardl GHubber07T1 V- 


m 


eme wto gre e n, shto atoaree, a ua retf gre e n — fadrt otart— 
-FS55R GEORGETOWN p) (naafbbpn 8 CcmeteiaUfiJ GBibrd 711 V_ 
Mite nal hkie area. anteB and te > on cap 
P-4225 UXSCALSTff (B2) (AE^TOflDG— ofeBfl V. 


_R Thonbos 


_PHda 


boo) mge dteoxt fa(gB cap 
8 0-P230 MIKES W1SIC (115) (Ua Christor Htey) D Griaaal 7 11 V— 
orenga; arouise hoapadatarero TOto — 

8 A-40U RBJUMXRpa)teaMBfaan6urt)ay]fteJRiTteBGV 


-TJWaphy 


-JRKarwwgb B 


V OP4DO ZPYOURIM 


pvA s in e — jea n cfw rm lto qped te e>a i pWtcap 
(TOP^ T»— roUbPTMrt ayeh V. 


JINarent 


rad wMMaaah— atoTOtert—retf q— to> 
n wsra SCOBIE GIRL (Ifl Pan M MeGready) J MTOw 9 it 5 


@33 


TELETEXT WINTER DERBY STAKES (CLASS B) 
£50,000 added 1 m 2 f 


5 4D4UD RR5T INSTANCE p7) (PEpr Rxng) D Dks«IB n 5. 


6 504284 JOHN TUFTY (29) IS HTiftsiJ Paata 7 vn 

7 .PPPOO STEAMBURD (19) iPabck Everadl J UftB B V 8 


..PHantay 

..LCnwaha 


ten- FARMOST(toqTO(ME9u1)»UPmscottS99. 


- David TUmer (7) V 

9 SOOKXl CHALLENGE ROWS) (TO N—TbArg«PsmrtTO M r LJbmIBV8-.GSitoi MB 
9 S5S J*^00a(TO(GAHu6bB4S«M— 7*4 — B7hon*cnV 


cWtrtre— a— TO Oh* rtrestoareai a— cm tefthtoi 
2 393R BRlliANTRED(32) (CO)(UaMJGaaBB)PHedte 5B 6- 



„JKMcCartjy(7) 


VtfPOPP CASTLE BARRY (19) (Ul 9 VtoQUss AM NbmUiv9iA7V8. 

-10 (factored- 

BETTWQ: 94 tetei TUtJy, 11-4 Rytnr Run. 7-a Churcteowo Chanoa, 91 KBtearwy Can; 91 Rot 
bwtanca, 20-1 Quite Rayah, 291 JaaaU CooL 33-1 oOwa 
WT Hangover 11 1> 6 P Hartay 5-4 tar (R Lao) 6 ran 


red— gay afro* red atewa. g rey wu— red cap 
3 0531-1 CHEWIT (T7) (C) (Betard (SJfi Urtefl G LUoaafiBB 


..CLow 0 te 7 


tart end pir* (quateaft ^ir* «d MjWWaaiA quartored cap 
11 DfAM0raRAMEmCT(™0»^D^ pttana 198. 


.XDaatoyO 


f3TTo 


TELETEXT FOR SPORT HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 


ye «teWa * t i* iiawondaBdBTMtetiBrtoaft)alte(te>rend 

5 3583- DRWEA5SURED(329)(7TOrAHMd)Caitah4B6-. WRSwtobren13 

red CtolrMresbre. site aterea tekrtre Bare, nitecap. CW Mre «br 

6 4-im FAY9C(7)TOP>toBateay)ATOwBonte496 TWtotoml 


■hte reyaFOtoaaoBBrtlwrtre 

SETTING: 94 &acuthe Ktog, 91 ingtoto Stop; M Soohto GH 8-1 Rahcaadac 10-1 AWtobW* 
sic, 12-1 Band, IB-TBrockBaa, CtockWatcham, aaargatote ,»-1 obare 
V97: Antoar Spark 8 II V N Marram 3-1 (D GwiddU 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Bcacthre Kina, puled 14 ] to an Irtoh petotto-pointand teptocad onbtoMpfcg baa n^it 
have teen flattored by htopradmltyto Bw wtoner when beaten a head ty 11 -4 on chance 
□areas Cwaler on Ms debut over regifadon fancaa rt TOrdtogdon a tortnigW agotvt 
could agwn go cloac to a dwtetea contest Srt, rtflte pmfennoe is tar l^QGAL STEP, 
wtarOTtatowe*MctaSo»agBinrtCeknDownhBrBlBrt1knatadtedBnlriiterw*ite 

up to Ma two previoua outings - bahtod PBrelan Bta al Lafoealar. beaten oTOr a head. 


ate(i*rwWM(wtawaeaparidngalw«rfcWBtFontvrel.FondngdabiABntMBremi*»- 

aic lad untl approachhg two out and was art to with every dance whan tafeg at the 
lot on Mb ratepeanetoa agatost Oanwa re Plumpton In Oactec AnaHp to NohreShore 


1 34304 HOUSE BIRD (TO (CO) (OabmPwral DGandotta 8 T 20 TJItephyB 

^paacort Okie, purka and yrtowinqpedatoBvi&iatev cap 

2 3423T1 LQS5TBICOTniGEpS)TOtTOTOSanRLTBUgTONBBtoyVGO JlrRWaMayTO 

rwyMbsi goto cren hate Uter op; red Mxp 

3 1U903 BEAL1AMMAN (TO {0Q ftal Hartal) PtabbaB 119- — MrRWidgar(T) 6 

a*W Urn* chamn hbrtabreac aa»asatox W*e*et>m*/amaaaipo 0 ap 

4 -2S2F4 FO BEAN (106) (Ct^ (KagaVinrenQ KVimi WG R Thornton 


orenga btortktoto Cfamcnd Aatedi 
7 6«48 HEVERGOLFGUmY(7}(HaverFtodhgaATJTOu^tei490. 

Mart red aareo, taopadtenaa aapad cap 


-DftoBaref4 


atltewnaraurn ntaSaandtNrtto Magda SWA both at toa same oxm ho woo 
wol beaten at Hunttogdon tato th» and to to taHkna Utokare for hto lanor* ibwt 


C aiac t k m : LOOCALSTEP 


8 90639 MAJOR CHANGE)^ TO (Fhalw) to OnoParvwrtoto) Mas GKefany 996. J Raid 2 
0 04009 RJNKAH (USA) LrittQ (CO) OACowt Itoato) G McGoui 5 9 6 RBtadhotorell 


red (nalbkrettob rtnand dtexnCb ontesvw. rndv^K rejaibto tanwd 
nraCAH (USA) (J1TO (CO) 94oCoui Itote) G McCort 5 9 ~ 
ityto Oka and «Mb aokrea rtortBdateraa 


V 06H3- WnZLBe{r(t05)(C)TO»CEBrtBWCMtei*96-.. 


DHantoonM 


te* bta aid ffcM fataa cteroidiMBM ton sAwsa AgM tea op, dark (tore (tend 

5 2P3LP5 BLACK STATBSCT (37) (SI Naykr) J Gtftod 8 V 0 LA4pafl<3) 

ttert red efteiWJ. fxxpod cap 
-Sdaetored- 

Afesnure waioTt- lost Tree l—cap wo pa c BtortStoamant 9st Hi 


v angs t SemonSa, bnm a tom s anti cap 
R 269H RSUSETOLQSE(J)TO(Bf)lJCa7fit4J&*BCB498. 


pupfe tgM tea cteroa fcMrte tap 

G 43429 RUNNING STAG (USA) (105) TO9(ndardJ Cohan) PMtodol 49 8 RCoctoaMS 


fc -yn i TELETEXT FOR RACING NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
l g * lu l (CLASS E) £2^00 added 2m 7f 

589 ROYAL 8HRB9SBURY B (J OBrioi RvtoertTO Ml M Jonas 8 tt B TJMwphy 

-COM3 IW8WlNGfl»|UKLadartwlteWlnglto(N1-M»JPBaB»61l4 --JFlyan 

-53044 SHARWKANNnto(TO(SacMMJNng61l3 ; RThcrtal 

938P2 ZAtSAN pB) (Us M C Srereay) J 3fad 5 11 0 PWito 


BEirtHG: 48 utetar Cottage. S-a Mom Brri, 8-1 GteBataatoM, 10-1 Rod Bmo, 28^1 BlartStoto- 
moa. 

W7: Rad Bwi 9 n 5 M A FtBganfd 8-1 (K VtoeanQ 4 ran 


Mite oren^ erwum, atewa inf TO> 

G 043-11 STEAMFKXLStSraMY(21)(CO) (FtMCyai)CCyzar396 

yt&w dbc^ chock cep 

H 000-11 AMRGUOUSfl^CAteUtoiSaaadBUHTO DLodarSSI 

anrereto groan, teeft opaitea ttrearf dm; areanfd grean cap 
-Pdaaarad- 


-G Carter 3 


0P4D1 MB1ERGBtBWSnYB)(lkiJMJqTOCYitete7V«- 
SP2G0 BALLYHARRY WpR OtteQ P Yft teonhfl V 0- 

“8*" ' 


-OBu 


|(5)V 


JH Henry 12 


ienhwmmal^1<toLl>uahanc»apMils^Ba^tm»/^ . • 

BETTWOr W S hariakw uu k, 3-1 Mtate Gaoerotey, 7-2 Royal Stiraaotwy, 92 Zrtan. 9-1 Pore 
Swing, 33-1 Ba Vyhan y. 

VP-. Vtortangfapaanua 7 V 0 Us D Srith 3-1 [Carttlfl Vren 


Newcastle 


2.00 Wynyard Lad 

2^30 Westwetl Boy 
3.05 Flat Top 


HYPERION 

3.35 Invest Wisely 
4.05 Jennie’s Prospect 
4^5 Singing Sand 


BEntNG: 7-4 Wetowal Boy, SM Aly Oatoy, « KanBcreSpwrt WfayuTOB. 12-1 Vbtat Wteifor 
SOT: Apdaar (USA) 8 V G R Gantty 7-4 te (M w Eaetorty) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

WbrtwM Boy waa baatan a abort head by MyDalay hare teat tone on Ns first rvn tor 
afcnoat lour months and whettrer he can rwre r rettw farm to open to quaaikai WMh a 


4.05 


RAMSIDE EVENT CATERING NOVICE H’CAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4J)00 added 2m 4f£3£35 

M OridAcM LlingoTIt V. 



WDowteg 


powd pro. phre tte 5t> atewance ctoimod by the condtoanaL Brian Gretun, Wastwte 

toftc 


GOING. 1 Good (Good to Fhn n piaeare) 


• urft-ham oval couraw tough, galoping track. 

ih at town, triatro aarvica to Fov Lena Ends ataten fiom New- 


_ i Corea to on At Sm north ( 
caTOa ral attokn. Bus aenrice from there. ADMISSION: Cbb £15; THtoreate £TO Star 


Hng £4 (£2 toss in each enclosure for OAPs and regtototwd dtoabtod). CAR PARK: Free 
• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Rmley *4 wknars From S3 rumare (94%). Q Richard* 
S-7S (20%l J H Johnson EkCT (TtSV). J Jatfarwm 11-44 (25%). 


• LEADFNQ JOCKEYS: P Mvan 43 wtnnera from 147 rides P93TO- B Storey G-fiO ftiSK). 

RGwrftty »-94 p49S4,LWirar n-aa (124%),. 

• FAVOURITES: VO ware 80 m 388 races (*35M- 

BUNKERED FIRST TH4E: None 


Boy cararely tea wrery chance of piteig a oft on the book Aly Datoy wS fl» (he aoftar 
(FoimdaflerthaigamawaihmwtwntMb8R>edbacfcaftBrbflkTghaadsd.Butttobea(- 
haairtcaapad harea ai tte race to KENMORESPEH), who tea won on tost growto and 
is dafirtay better than Ms Mast rtwwtog here amid suggest the two and a had ml* 
tnp bong too short tar hew. to two s trong race* tafaretend. the Prat at Chrttetewni. Kan- 
more^iead won tour racos tost year and tea a fhe efrence of coming back to form off 
tteateowattehandtep marie 3to lower a tou* tte 8andown win. tepyuptalB hat won plan- 
ty of races owr two and a half mfcs, and hto moat recant wins hare al bate gated on 
fast ptend. If Bw mare stays tore wodd nme a toateg chance. Valant Warrior is tooh- 

tog aiowar than evar and ha woddaeom to want soft ptwna 

Saiectton: KBS80R&SPEED 


1 -HIO MUCESOM^ „ _ 

2 -2SPI J0tMeSTOOSPBCT(38)TO HksRHTtofipeoM JJC7NM7V8 RtocOrtoh 

3 .338020 MRYaSCOMPONEKT8pZ)(tetCcrpmareaU4U>MRBNtoy6V8 kite 

4 44004 ROMAN OUTIAW (2B) (UaK YMton) M Harmmd B V 5 —DBartby 

8 32SY33 SW YHFORDPWDE CTO (PuTOa*Hdteyy Unted) JHeBwn3nBV2 FLmhyTO 

6 -FBQ05 SOtmfHINCKJSSfTOWHHTOMW&stotyBDl _BtenfcgB 

7 -32335 YDtWGSTBreipilpRynrlVksSawlxfTwTVO StoykrTO 


(RRyreJl 

0000 FtotnsWTTOYTOeS(TO ttoiMATO)T&toaty.5V0_ 


-KSndh 


9 53 » YKX»BDV»ONp(q(Frid(toyHrtfnasLld)MsMRsw*v7«0- 
V 2SFPP CUWWT«IONY(77jPMnteteflUHarB«rtl7VO NHonoctap) 


V 3G4QP NO«KKlEGa©(1TOP*»EOJ>»g»TOU»DThonwon6VO- 
G 00060 BONNY RX3G (IBS) pomi IM Rreto^LUayo 6 VO 


-B Storey 


XDnre(I) 


Mntere te^lOatrarefwaftTOft^PantogJtoi^SBWSLbtaMaWiSate 
enw tUomtoKi _ “ 


2.00 


•WELCOME TO GOSFORTH PARK* NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2 m 6 


3 Qcj NORTHUMBERLAND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
i E) £4,000 added 2m 4f 


000 BBWTEXBOrcro (Breren caarasn 2. - J 

0 CAP M HAND (M) (The CtorendSyndcatol Ms S 9wfi 6 Tl 2 _ .. 

U F0HaYB(77(22)(CRItorta(BtoburH)MRBalBy0Tl2 

35 GALESHAN (91) (J Hetol) G FfeteadB 6 tl 2 


822345 JJ BABOO (TO WotI Repo) UHtonnnJ 5112. __ 

(MB KMMLOO)8)(tlfcaFtoinn1AntoionGaen)CnBlar6b2 

ooo uncrMOVEpouRWtoTOSKKimsita - 

m RMcGtsh 


-litorrey 

.BHanteg 

JKtortBy 

Storey 


IMUMNGi ff134) (VI EFrtttll B Hurray 

3S A£SSH97ICDCX(44fBHiFtpprQf4MtDT?iK8(n5ft2 NNorrorta 


■ EBBSE CHARGE i 

0 ROW. DEW (TO Wi 


|CGAHaiba)GAHBrtv6H2. 
!J Hum 5 112. 


30-GF ARCTIC SANDY fro 9TOittoxlAndarean<kaan|J Char 8 It 6 

«« B0S8V GRANT (CQ (CO) (J3ai J Thornpon) C Graft 7 Ti 2 

42FMF CUVBBNG(tO)PraHara<4JHjimcn81»2 

0 P« EnrMkJ(Nt<F^pq(litoSAawnrt]UsSBwraf(H)dn 


■2P52 HATTOP (lOjatop^ Ytoaon) N hr EaateTOy 7 71 2 . 


tUHF GO FOR THE DOCTOR (TO (S L Btearfs) B ttoteix S Tl 2 
OM63 HOTHU. LORD (IS) TO ( p PMr) P Ow«tratfi 6 11 2 — 
IM lSTBHK8PB)HtovdBnlBllaeto(iawt7S 2 



tarn* Atony Be 2b, /to&ktagandaatab, Banv/aggMtob. 

BE7TMG: 64 Wka Ste, 4-1 Jeretofa Pmpad, 31 Renan (Mbro 7-1 9aqn4M PrUa, 9-1 Hr 
Tkn Corepoaento, 10-1 Saflhara Croak Ytaeag Stoatoi, 0-1 ortara 
V97: Stonbtoar Man 7 if 4 N Boday 91 TOa J Qoodtokre) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Lon Luigo tea ai hfr carton ol WHa Dowing wtroae 7to atearenca hek»d Mamhaar 
defy top walgtit at Haxfwm on TTuwday ^nd tomes MIKE STAN wbh a m an ageabto 


nit 3b Tha reiag wtth Ma Stan la ttea he ran poorty to Cherry Date ree» to CWte 
but ha bawicad bort from a i tatorepar run at Aktaa (tourth to Seotton Green) by beat- 


hga 


before Chriatnas. Up 181b compared wtth Ut- 


Stan needs to te tattar than ever to wto agato but ha was mate favourite 
is wto there to November atewa te 


90S SEnMGSUN(19)MnJWBBaH)NVfeggctt5112 

OP STORMVNi£Y(ift(BlaasilksSBrenlrtlfeQ6S2... 

08 TALE BUDGE («^|T 0 Etotaby) T Eretoby 5 fl 1 
RJ-G4 WYNYARD XH ‘ 

2MNDANCER. 

630 AJIANRC 8UNFSSC (101) ff!McD<n*i)fl McDonald 6V11. . 


-FLateyi . 
-ECrtagton 
-ASSmMi 


Mr J CTOan (7) 
LWyv 

(SrJdnHdikbUAtetoyBna PMnn 

Haramnf6D2 Afewp) 

-JSDfffa 
_D Rotor 

053F HHJ* WH3 (8) U Q Sahton! M Banes 5 V Tl ST 

ALAS1BST (FT71 ) (Dr Ksmalh 9^ te»)G Hd wreb 4 VB -Ml 


9 042R7 OUTBYF9GHT(1T)(AJ(5apteTflGMlriOCn7Tl 2_, 

V 056SG TmONA'S HOPE (4) lUra Kaan Yteodwad) ECanaS ti z _„MHNei$fl*(5) 

-IddKtorad- 

KTIMG: H Babtqr (M. 7-2 Aicdc Sandy; 4-1 Cfamtag. 6-1 HoihM Uad, 7-1 Pat fap, 14-1 
Ete M4TO Oat By Ntftt. 20-t etoan 
V97: Ccitai Jter 7 n 2 R S^pt 20-1 (LUngo)6tan 
FORM GUIDE 

W»BY GRANT aftortl tew these afte te ctestog dabut aaeond to Crtastt Chora 
Wfcthe^r.AbMitparwwwcrandtwice3UccaS8ftlowhungiaaf1htolrp1rtmJuataix 


DOFOL OW (PBS (Baadi Bora Pwtnardari A Odren 5 V 11 ...... 

8) UG Oaten) M Baras 5 DU 


.wrereiaj. niwaiyro ""ARS CM red PlM UW IUMH » «■» aw " 

tarts, Bobby Grant ataid add tote score, Set Tbp won a tfrw m i# nurdto to teattog 
gnxaid rt Hexham in 1995 so the chances of thto ahorlar trto bttog a help after the riv 
tantearand to CBflemoy at Cattera* took skn Arctto Sandy Tte bean to hwirteapesince 


to boot rapertanced handcappare at Cartala and te 
toarttodtofastgreund.SatoJaanto'sPrMpaet.anabviouBfinKaftarhtowtotoartn- 
fev race rt Bangor, wtde tte cadd essBy ba a mare arttabie contest tar Ufa 'An Conn 
porontoitenttiBHaydocktworTdarwonByNMtvaChwTalnwMchteMsteduay a ev ar rti 
ofeagitt. RarotoiOirtaw ran WynyartKralXtt to half a length tos NH Rat new at Warner- 

by to Nmenfcec teaSng I* Tte* Comp unarm (third) 12 tegitw. wtth Pwtton The Waves 

about t) lengths P*y ft aigWiptoea Roman Outlaw c*i mate Mapresanra toft In ite 
harakcapaflarteafaynB-on faith bahtod KifaOean ( at a Mam a» of ATOs Stan) but Pfat- 
hg The Wtaws ie far tose axposad and tea bean tha state* second strtg in two of te 
ttroe ouOn^ owr hurtaa. Parfing Tt» Wtavwa has Lorean Wyw on board for tte frat 

tkra and axid assay do bettor now he is switiad to E handcap carryhg a low wefcttt. 

; WKESTAN: 


Knm-2-1 Wynywd KnlgM. 7-1 StefPB Suu. H J J Bteoo, 10-1 Prate Boy. 12-1 OtHrirm. 
Rmrre CHtg*, HWm WW, Atorafat 16-1 otowa 
W. Rr Alted 5 n 8 B Sony 4.1 (J ^ITO 2i tan 


4.35 


NORTHERN RACING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 110yds 1 


nd Lord a ■ test-ground turtes wtoner and he faced a ready atom fart on ha chartig 
dated hat* whw? pttad agate: State TOur Aten. D s tocttorr BOBBY GRANT 


[2^0 


JAMES FLETCHER MARQUEES HANDICAP 
CHASE (CUSS D) £5,000 added 3m £3.474 


ST MOD WEN PROPERTIES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5,500 added 3m £3,711 


1 0-353 KB Mumtapgp w (KMndto) w? s am b. bo--- 

2 43SBU4 VAUANTKAflf«5R(TOTOP8lla^UHMnondVT1 V — R Gwrtly 

3 48-FP1 AO' DALfflr («) (CCJ (kkhd «*)J HpreaJJkmnV «3^ . 


4 232345 WAYURtoX (71) (kkS Us H Ante*® Qw t9CP» far_n_Tl a 

5 3S3G2 WHTWBLLBOrCTOtP)IDN , *a*rtPBa«i»*Bll2 

-SctodMd- 


1 233254 UMJUiei 

2 SFPW DAMN 

3 vm 


(BF)MsJANvTOI*lMfMwB1I«.. 
JandwE Uro}T EaNaby 8 it 3_ 


B Storey 


MVESTYRSE1Y (19 (CD) (AG O^qrt^U tenrart 6 it 2 . 


.PMnn 

LWywB 


U-05S- CROBSHOT(7)|CCQnMcOenMeBUeOrted7li2g.^. 

■MAH f14) TO PJLaw]UM9fl G 


TOffiRWtitai 

IfTOTOrtwBuE 

uaotSutawie 


34SB liARBEI 
223P3 StNGMaSAND (7)TO 
tflP3t PRWraOFSAJNTS 

MFB5 0AKI»(TOP) »M0il 

548S KHraUTOlYCASUftTO W N4wiwPBfrw*WJRBG*rt}BV3 FLaMwCB 

■P»3 MOSSMffiANrtTOteSrTVHkriFWftnBVO -__J?s£rer 

-Tdadand- 


(HMtat Hew Unfad) P ItoTOift a II 12^.__AS Birth 

(Jem Buzao) U Ha muni 7 11 7 p Gwrtly 

D9rtft9Ve pf 


JtSvrtsy 


tewaoi ■wpft rtto Toa fmtdcap mgtt Mm PagmuBat 76. 

sew pi" ' 


.BGTOM0) 


BETTMG: 19-11 Uototan. 1H fared Wtato, M Dawn IBtota- 
V9T Plrevrtw 8 fl fi R Ganfty H (M W Eatatty) 8 rai 


BETTM&2-1 PdBc* Of Sabas, 4-1 Croaxhot, « Msrte Man, W ttknwny Cata, w snTO» 
Said. 191 More Ptgre*. 23-1 Ottos* ^ 

«S7-Cn»sftS V V 5 R 8«ffe 92kb» P MbDoted) Srai 



!. V 


Punters’ Guide . ,.p 


uttoxeter 
US MILLERSPORD- wl " we- 
ened 6om d“ second last when fc- 
Sgan U-IengihsoondtO^ 

( I lib off SS! t 

3m If novice chase al WincankW 
last time ouL bad previously 
shaped as if this distance wouIdsu« 
SSswanhister is an 
prospect, but faces his toughest as- 
signment over fences so far. 

pra 

L 4 S ZANDER, far from disgraced 
in finishing three lengths third lo 
Omstaquay and Mon Arnie wer 
2 m 4f at Chepstow last SahJ^y* 
is tbc pick of the weights. Nigel s 
Lad, with Tbny McCoy booked, ts 
the obvious danger. 

□□□ 

jjLMfc DOM SAMOURAL an out- 
and-out stayer who impressed 
with the manner in which he bat- 
tled on to finish second lo Earth 
Summit in the WWsb National owr 
3m 5f at Chepstow in December 
and deservedly ran out the seven 
lengths winner of the Greenalls 
Grand National Thai over 3m 4l 
at Haydock last month - Call It 
A Day (81b better off today") well- 
beaten - should be seen to even 
better effect over this marathon 
journey and can follow up- 
Kamikaze, dear when unseating 
his rider two out over 3m 4f here 
last time, looks the pick of the 
weights on that form, but needs to 
improve his jumping. 

NEWCASTLE 

2J9: Peter Beanmonfs yard is re- 
covering its form and WESTWELX. 

BOY looks the most likely one to 
hold off Aly Daley. 

□oo 

3-05: Lorcan Wyer can get FLAT 
TOP off the mark over fences. 

□LO 

4.65: JENNIE'S PROSPECT has 
bundles of stamina, a quality need- 
ed an this tough track. 


HYPERIONS 
TV TIPS ' 


UNGhieU) 

3 . 1 b: Moose Birddid nothaveone 
of his going days when a distant 
fourth at Plumpton a momhjjgo. 
Lobster Cottage, in contrast, is in 
ensit heart and bid* fbrahuUikfc 
mlay. BLACK STATEMENT must 
cany 1 131b more than hi* proper 
handicap mark hut could surprise 
at big odds. Ukc most of JoshGif. 

ford's chasers, this cighl-ycar-oM' 
has been in the doldrums but the 
stabk-'s Mandy's Mantiiu and GEt- 
ter Isle bounced back lu be ptattd 

at Cheltenham this week. Tte 
gelding in nowhere near ihaickns 
hut this is J weak event. 

□CO 

3,40: SADLER'S REALM’S Gam 
nukes it difficult to oppose him to- 
day. Al Sandown last Saturday be 
was second to tbc runaway Impe- 
rial Cup winner. Blowing Wmd, 
who followed up in the County 
Hurdle al the Festival. This riwi- 
year-old runs off a handicap mart 
onh- 21b higher today. 

□CO 

4.10: Farmost's fiv-c victories on 
sand hare ail been at Wolver- 
hampton- U ram 1 pay to rely oo 
RUNNING STAG, a Lingfield all- 
weather winner 12 months ago at 
todav's distance. Chewit has won 
three times on the sand here -bin 
each time at only 6f. 

cm 

440; A wide-open contest bui iris 
worth noting that Josh Gilford 
quickly turns out GEORGETOWN 
? g ni p after he ran out at the sec- 
ond fence when bis saddle slipped 
at Huntingdon on Wednesday. 
The stable seems to be tunning iAto 
form. 


* 


Midlands Grand National - 1 O-year-talc 


1988 n 90 tl 
Fate ot tte favourite* 3 P 3 1 


B2 

3 


S3 

2 


94 98 

5 P 


98 97 

F | 


Wlrawf** pteca In tatting: 0 0 Sfi 


Stating prtca* 


201 12-1 B-1 12-1 2S-1 TP1 12-1 M-1 4-1 


Prottortomatogl »tte* ftwourltoa -C73S Saoond flreoorita* -g13Q 
PareatTOBa of wfnaaa pfaoad 1«L 2nd or fad In fart race: tWb 


gborfag prtraJwkgw: Bonanza Boy 106 Qgg 
Longa* prioad wtonar Nhfar Ed 25-1 


)1 o joim-taronritt 
p a pulled up, F ■ ftfl 


Wtontogaga* 


10 


ti 8 to io ii afi 

| Wlradng w late* tf-T M tIB TO W IU M IB VO M 

TtotrafateE PHobta B-GaRcPrtnoatBBB) & Lucky Lana 089$ 


Top Jockey: No rider has Man Ite race more ttwionca In the part 10 years 



First Show 
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Rancour runs on over ruined Business plan 


Edmondson 
Raong Correspondent 


COOL DAWN, the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup winner, was 
out enjoying himself in the 
West Country sunshine at the 
yard of his trainer, Robert AI- 
ner, yesterday morning, but 
nearby the day was anything but 

calm. 

At Manor Farm Stables, the 
home of See More Business, 
Paul Nicholls was still seething 
£>over the manner of his much- 
fancied horse’s removal from 
Thursday’s Blue Riband of 
steeplechasmg. 

Britain’s great hope was car- 
ried out at the seventh fence af- 
ter the stricken Cyboigo. and his 
partner Tbny McCoy, swerved 
across him. Racing folk are 

used to the slings and arrows of 
their capricious sport, but this 
relative H-bomb was too much 
for See More Business’s con- 
nections to bear. 

The stewards concluded that 
the incident was no more than 
an accident after bearing that 
McCoy shouted over his 
predicament to fellow jockeys. 
^Timmy Murphy, See More 
Business’s jockey, said he heard 
nothing. 

NjcboDs himself had to be re- 
strained by his party from ex- 
pressing his time feelings on 
Thursday, and yesterday he 
was restraining himself “Every- 
one could see what happened 
and Paul doesn’t want to add 
anything to that," a stable 
spokeswoman said. “He's very 
disappointed and angry." 

The full reason for the 
wrath has yet to emerge, but 
the Business team are not hap- 
py. “All I wish to say is that rac- 
ing people in general must 
look at the tape and come to 
their own conclusions,” Paul 
Barber, the horse ‘s joint-own - 
%r, added. 

“1 wish Robert and Sally AI- 
ner, and Dido [Harding, Cool 
Dawn’s owner], who are great 
Blackmore Vale hunting people, 
a wonderful Gold Cup. Tve 
known them for years and it’s 
super for them. It’s their won- 
derful day. I don't want to be 
seen as a bad loser, but it does 
take a bit of taking." 

Cyborgo himself is not in a. 
very good way. Martin Pipe was 
talking darkly about serious 
‘problems with the horse’sback 
after the Gold Cup, and the 
eight-year-old's exact injury has 
yet to be specified- “He’s still in 
the yard, but we’re not ab- 



Coollng down: After his exertions in winning the Gold Cup on Thursday, Cool Dawn is led y es te r day along the hedged lanes near his Dorset stable by his trainer, Robert Alner Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 


sohitely sure of the diagnosis at 
present,” a Pond House 
spokesman said yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Cool Dawn was 
probably feeling veiy proud of 
himself yesterday at Locketts 

Rnn as immediate plans for his 

future were being drawn up. A 
victory bow looks likely to take 
place in either the Whitbread 
Gold Cup or the Irish Grand 
National, in which he finished 
third two years ago. 

“He wffl probably have an- 
other run but we want to let the 
dust settle and talk to the own- 
er," Alner said. “He is in die 
Whitbread and looks incredibly 
well handicapped new. And he 


has been to Ireland before so 
that could be an option, but 
there will be no quick derision." 

Cheltenham was also no- 
table for revealing why there is 
no such beverage as a Maguire 
Festival coddafl. The two sim- 
ply do not mix. Adrian Maguire 
missed the previous three Fes- 
tivals and may have wished this 
one had passed him by as welL 
HeJeft without any form of tror 
phy unless you inclu de the bro- 
ken collar-bone he sustained in 
a quite terrifying crash on file 
final day. 

Maguire’s fall from Zabadi 
and consequent high-speed 
squashing from Sublime Fellow 


had several pondering if his very 
life might be taken away. The 
jockey’s injuries are not, how- 
ever, as bad as first feared, 
though he may himself not see 
his crumpled collar-bone, con- 
cussion and removal from 
Grand National consideration 
as any great consolation. 

“Adrian is going to be okay,” 
Robert Parsons, the jockey’s 
agent, said yest e rday. “He was 
a lot happier last night and had 
something to eaL He should be 
out of hospital some time this 
morning. 

“He has definitely got 21 
days out due to concussion and 
1 would have said he will be out 


for three to four weeks de- 
pending on the collar-bone, so 
he could be back for the Whit- 
bread." 

By then we wfll still be talk- 
ing about a Cheltenham Festi- 
val which once again surpassed 
its improbably theatrical billing. 
Cool Dawn was proof that 
there is stOi a place for the un- 
likely and lowly, while One 
Man’s Queen Mother Cham- 
pion Chase was perhaps the 
most emotional moment of the 
week. 

Greatest of aD though was 
the fact that this Festival set up 
others. The triumphs of Ista- 
braq, French HoUy and Flori- 


da Pearl probably had the ho- 
tel switchboards buzzing away 
in the Cotswolds yesterday 
morning as long-term book- 
ings pinged in. 

We have them to look for- 
ward to as we must anticipate 
improved traffic a rrangem ents 
at the course. Getting out of 
Cheltenham after racing can be 
like getting out of Alcatraz. It 
must also be hoped that Edward 
Gillespie and his boys select 
their car park staff a little more 
cleverly in 1999. There were 
yeomen of the gate last week 
who would have been more at 
home holding the keys at 
Wormwood Scrubs. 


Stanly can 
spoil return 
for Swinburn 


By Greg Wood 


Dom Samourai: Landed the 
Green alls Grand National Tri- 
al at Haydock last time. This 
courageous little grey was also 
placed in the Welsh National 
and never stops improving. 
Call It A Day; This dour stay- 
er was third behind Ottawa in 
the Uttaxeter race dominated, 
prior to his error, by Kamikaz e. 
Lacks finishing speed but may 
fight out the minor platings. 
Another Excuse: The 1996 
winner of this nice who has bad 
only one run this terra. A bold 
jumper who stays all day but 
may be outpaced. 

Into The Red: Failed to finish 


Dom Samourai has courage for marathon 


on. bis seasonal reappearance 
and the did man of the race at 
14. A shadow of his former 
self. 1 feel 

Kamikaze: Looked certain to 
win two valuable events at this 
course before parting compa- 
ny with his rider. Kim Bailey’s 
runner is dearly prone to laps- 
es in concentration and may 
fare better if he is held up for 
his challenge. 

Gimme Five: Pulled up in the 
National Hunt Handicap 
Chase at the Festival on Tues- 


The former National Hunt jockey Steve 
Smith Eccles (right) gives a runner-by 
runner analysis of today’s Midlands 
Grand National Chase at Uttaxeter 




ILj 


day. He is well handicapped 
’ but made mistakes eariy on at 
Cheltenham. 

Fissure Seal: Irish runner who 
isweD-hanrikappedbuthasnot 
shown any worthwhile form for 
many a day. 

Una’s Choke: This well hand- 
icapped 10-year-old may prove 


the pick of the Irish raiders off 
just IQst 31b, hut is prone to the 
odd mistake. 

Over The Deck A one-paced 
third in the Durham Nation- 
al at Sedgefield over three and 
a half miles. A grand old war- 
rior in his day but not one for 
the short list 


Tbp Javalim A course winner 
whose recent form suggests 
that he does not retain his old 
enthusiasm for the job. 

Miss Orchestra: Another 
moderate campaigner who 
failed to justify favouritism 
last time. Will fold ft tough to 
compete with the principals. 
Karan Reliable but out of his 
depth. 

Cool Runner: Not even Senor 
El Betrutti’s trainer, Susan 
Nock, can work the oracle 
with this individual, who is 


two stones out of the handi- 
cap. 

WxKflands Genhire: No hope. 

Conclusion: The brave little 
grey DOM SAMOURAI goes 
into this marathon with rock- 
solid form and will be tough to 
beat on the evidence of his 
Greenalls Grand National Tri- 
al victory at Haydock- Kami- 
kaze is the main danger but has 
a habit of making a costly 
mistake when the pressure is 
on. Call It A Day is a genuine 
stayer with a bit more class 
than most of his rivals, and can 
also finish in the money. 
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STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 1m4f 

5 ^SaB(t^NLffi^B95-AlfcCl^R7B 

7 535540 SBJNBrTH6KBWET(lflM^Wi«81 — MCOM HoMtll 4 


3 3-ffil SHESA»(10)(QqfeiNUaeaMrB8J>lfcCbban5 

4 amtEAraWMSTOME 04 P Evans B&~ JF^raSV 

5 0036 COLONaCUBTBlMCTInrtonaj DaralUterai2 

S 40) NUTT COR {14} (C) NLkknadanBO A McCarthy (S 4 B 

-SdacMnef- 

BETTMC: 154 Danrars My, 4-1 CHrawnaMBB, EMV A Qw, 52 
tfafl tfQL 11-8 Coteoal 13-2 H —rarty AbMCOi. 

[o on] STORMONT UUITED STAKES (CLASS 
E) £3^00 added 2m 46yds 

1 ^1040 PETOSJON p) (CD)J PearceB 95 GBMnU 

2 0503- BLATMIT0UIBWSTyi34)MisSVtol882. 


00002 BUJSHM8 0R9LADE1 (2^(19 UFWBZtan^adey 696— 

D Hotavl 3 V 

05- CO HAYD0R0 (50) (CD) U Docb 5 0 B ACM1 

629000 UULLAQHHLLLAD{2)(C)N LBmodenSBfi. 


_AMcCartt>y(5)3 B 

-fl tetf ra94 


5 

B 

7 
B 
fi 

-OdKtesd- 

KrTWQ: 114 BoU AiWocM. 52 Bknhfag Qrantfira 114 Ared to- 
radac 7-1 Amnaa, 8-1 te ydc ro . 12-1 lUk* MB Lad.TU.ZD-i oom 


06000 «MU)CnYnRIMi4B6. 

00006 ttWGWCTROSE ANNA (TO) BBBUtfiSSl DWrigUB 

00B0-TU(21QPBoan3B2 MFbaai7 


JlllcCaftrffllV 


a 15003 CARROLLS MARC (4( (C) (D) PEtktehel t!92_M FartaiS 

4 an USSlLJOHTlAOTpaMWnnoBBO A CM2 

-4dseMnd- 

BETT1NG: 5-11 Pteatti, M BUM Moil. 74 CvroBi KM 1M 
LraarUgMtSdH 


9.30 


ST PATRICK HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
— t £5,400 added 3YO 7f 

, "^1 DARWH1-"S FOUY («) (C) M 97™— D ® 

1 C0HE0UI0FIHHOQ(2l){D)NbAKiaB®— JftitiUl 


9.00 


SHAMROCK SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) £2^00 added 6f 

1 62181 BOLDAWSTDrtATfKJ)P)RHoBadrad7011.JL|a<ii9 

2 60tW» ASTRAL 6KADB1 (13) W(BflU Sartos 086 -RPrteaZ 

3 032043 AXBIAN(n)(D)NLIBii3daiB96 ADaly(3)S 


EMERALD ISLE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added 1m If 79yds 

WtM BULHJTO WTp)(ONUBT*xtanS9n»— ~J)HcB«ad6B 

2WE2 AMCO(ia(W)CTlanBn439 DenlfcKeow7 

02920- LAWDAHCBt(171)(C0)Tlte598 ltefedc*»(7)4 

46483 EUROB 0X007(14) A AavfeSBS A McCarthy P) 3 

02005- WCIiSU199)U»«ng4B0 A CM3 

<H402TH0UGHTHA.KnE(25}BMtig4Se ClMBW(3}1 

MB4 FORMBRBLERAAC fl^ WlAracr 587 J(Ma8 

XMOO TDIWBBSS0N(T7)(C)THU685 eBBnhnl2B 


BETTWaa-l &nAs Boy, 74 Aniec, Thcoghttri KM, 4-1 Fried % 
% M FcnnUaUa Ftama, 12-1 Inr DneK Mcfc* 33-1 Iteig Banra 


THERE were many vriio sus- 
pected that Walter Swinburn 
had ridden in his last Derby 
when the jockey announced al- 
most a year ago that he would 
be taking a “sabbatical" from 
the saddle to overcome prob- 
lems with his weight This af- 
ternoon, however, Swinburn 
wfll ride in Britain for the first 
time since, and while the Win- 
ter Derby on the Equi track at 
Lingfield is not quite as presti- 
gious as the original at Epsom 
in June, it will still be a signifi- 
cant moment in the career of 
one of Britain's most popular 
Flat jockeys^ 

Swinburn will partner Dri- 
ve Assured, trained by Clive 
Brittain, in this new contest, 
which is worth a very re- 
spectable £50,000. By coinci- 
dence, his mount is also 
reluming from an 1 1-month ab- 
sence, having not reached a 
track since finishing third in a 
handicap at Leicester last ApriL 
His jockey, however, has been 
riding regularly in Dubai for the 
last few weeks, and could return 
there for the Dubai World Cup 
a week today. 

“Waiter will ride at Don- 
caster next Thursday, then there 
is the possibility be could get a 
ride in the Dubai World Cup," 
Nick Jackson, his agent, said 
yesterday. “Otherwise he will 
ride at Doncaster on Friday and 
Saturday too. He wants to get 
tomorrow out of the way first 
but be has been riding out vir- 
tually every day since he got 
back and he is very pleased with 
bis weighL He hopes that by the 
Craven meeting he will be able 
to do Sst 81b. 

“He rode Drive Assured m 
work on Saturday morning and 
be was pleased with him, al- 
though the horse is unproven on 
dirt." 

The Winter Derby is an at- 
tempt to raise the profile of all- 
weather racing, which has now 
been with us for 10 years and 
is receiving something of an im- 
age makeover. A new name may 
be next -“four seasons racing" 
is thought to be the favourite - 
though this may prove to be as 
futile as football's attempt to 
switch from the succinct, fa- 
miliar “linesmen" to mealy- 
mouthed “referees' assistants”. 

Today’s rare is certainly an 
interesting one, however, with 
Farmosi and Running Stag, 
first and second in another 
valuable all-weather event, the 
Wulfrun Slakes at Wolver- 


hampton last December, 
among the contenders. 

The surface at Wolver- 
hampton, though, is Fibresand, 
while lingfield uses the rather 
different Equitrack, and it may 
pay instead to side with Stream- 
roller Stanly (4.10), who has im- 
proved considerably for the 
switch to the alTweather and has 
won impressively over this 
course and distance on his last 
two starts. 

Swinburn’s return will turn 
attention to Lingfield, but the 
feature event of the day is still 
the Midlands Grand National 
over a trip just two furlongs 
short of that for the National at 
Ain tree itself. After a general- 
ly excellent week for the pun- 
ters at Cheltenham - one rails 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Millersford 
(Uttaxeter 1.15 

NB: Dom Samourai 
(Uttoxeter 2.20) 

bookmaker alone is rumoured 
to have Gnished the meeting 
£300.000 down - many Irish vis- 
itors may have decided to ex- 
tend their trip until the 
weekend, and there is much at 
Uttoxeter to attract them. 

A third of today's field is 
trained id Ireland, and the one 
to catch the eye is Una’s Choice 
(next best 220). The winner of 
a handicap at Leopardstown in 
January, Francis Flood’s runner 
looks leniently weighted, and 
should ensure that hb sup- 
porters can afford even more 
duty-frees on the way home. 

The main supporting event 
at Uttoxeter is the Tote Novice 
Chase Final, which will proba- 
bly fall to Swanbister, although 

he must give plenty of weight to 
some useful rivals and wfll not 
offer much value. A more ap- 
pealing bet is in the handicap 
hurdle, where BEGGARS BAN- 
QUET (nap 1.45) can take ad- 
vantage of a very fair handicap 
mark on his second run for 
Sieve Kettlewell. 

At Newcastle, meanwhile, 
there are three races for sub- 
scribers to Sky Sports, but while 
a dish wfll seem indispensible 
come Northumberland Plaic 
day in the summer, today’s of- 
fering makes little appeal. 

# The Tote is to team up with 
Sporting Index to offer spread- 
betting facilities, including on 
the racecourse. “Spread belling 
is an important area, particu- 
larly among our higher-staking 
customers," Peter Jones, the 
Ibte’s chairman, said. 
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In English football the cock-up theory is always the right one 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ON SPORT’S 
STRANGE LAWS 
WITHIN LAWS 


THERE are natural laws we 
didn’t learn about at school 

For instance, if you are wait- 
ing for someone to phone you 
back, put a biscuit in your 
mouth. Hey bingo- the ringing 
tone. 

And while science may now 
have given us a reason why bread 
always fall butter-side down, it 
still has nothing fo say on the 
Dishwash Phenomenon, where- 
by every time you dp away the 
dirty water an unwashed tea- 
spoon appears in the sink. 

The advent of the aiitomat- 

ip Hkhwaghe r- has rHminMwy t (he 

effect of this attritional occur- 
rence an many lives. 

But the new technology is not 
without its own spooky pecu- 
liarity -every dean load you un- 
pack will contain at least one 
item which has to be washed 


again, whether that be a fork 
with egg on it, a bowl with ce- 
real on it, or a pan with pasta in 
it. The devil is in the detafl. 

Similar mysterious forces 
are at work in the world of sport 
Some of them simply have lo be 
understood and accepted, and 
here I will speak briefly for 
those who write about sport. 

The Law of Ptess Seats, for 
example, ensures that at most 
football grounds in this country, 
no more than two-thirds of 
those correspondents attending 
win have somewhere to sit And 
the allocation of space for those 
fortunate enough to park their 
behinds follows suit, in that it Is 
two-thirds of what is required. 

At times, passing a scalding 
teapot down the line at The Defl 
or attempting to type at White 
Hart Lane with both elbows 


pinned to my sides and a radio 
commentator booming in my 
ear, I confess that I wonder 
about the laws. 

Unhelpful thoughts, con- 
spiracy theories, begin to cloud 
my outlook, Iferhaps somebody 
meant it to be like this? Perhaps 
someone has put some thought 
into it? 

Invariably, however, I man- 
age to calm my feats by reflect- 
ing that this is English football 
where the cock-up theory is al- 
ways the right one. 

Other unwritten sporting 
laws offer more pro-active - if 
I may use that rather fashionable 
term — possibilities. How, for in- 

stance, may one alter the course 
of a dull and perhaps goalless 
football match? In my experi- 
ence, this can often be achieved 
by woridng out the goal differ- 


ence of the sides involved and 
those teairw immediately above 
and below them. 

Once you have become en- 
grossed in this activity, the game 
will flare into life and your at- 
tentioa wfll be diverted ty a roar 
from the crowd and the sight of 

a ball coming to rest inside one 
of the nets. 

At this point you win run 
through the journalist’s Eve- 
point set response; Who? What? 
Where? Why? When? Some of 
these questions will then be an- 
swered by your colleagues. 

Not that this principle is re- 
stricted to footbalL It is passible 
to bring about a decisive mo- 
ment in any sport - tennis, ath- 
letics, cricket - merely by the act 
of inattention. Tty it 

Other obvious manifesta- 
tions of unwritten laws are ap- 


parent when one audies the field 
of play. 

Over the years, I have gained 
much satisfaction from observ- 
ing the Rule of the Game 
Tryer, something most obvious 
in - but by no means restricted 
to - the footballing arena. 

Under this rule, a player 
can fail in every aspect of the 
game, but if he is seen to be giv- 
ing his all - 100 per cent, good 
lad, team man , bulldog spirit — 
he earns the approval even 
love, of the crowd. 

Thus, presented with a 
chance of scoring, the Game Try- 
er will mks - and then dutch his 
bead. Thai is i mpo r ta nt, because 

it shows be cares. 

T at at in the game, he will fail 
lo anticipate a pass and then 
make a dea th-or-glory attempt 
to prevent the ball from going 


out of play for opponents’ 

throw-in. He wfll fail, but hfief- 
forts will be warmly appfauoea. 

And so U goes om Meanwhile 

the talented midfieldcrwho dis- 
dains to sweat, or to be seen w 
sweat, is reviled, despite his 
consummate contributions. 
Even his home supporters wll 
be inclined to turn on him the 
moment his passes or shots fail 
to zing to the appropriate spots. 

Another law. How often 
have you seen it happen that a 

wrong which is allowed to stand 
is evened up in the course of a 

contest? 

In tennis, a player falsely 
credited with an ace will soon- 
er or later, serve up a double- 
fault. 

In football the award of a du- 
bious penalty will often be fol- 
lowed by the kick being missed. 


or the keeper making a saw. 

And look what happened af. 
ter Alee Stewart dismissed Shiv- 
narinc Chanderpaul in die 
Indies’ first innings off a “catch” 
that bounced With England in 
position to level the Test series, 
the heavens opened.- 

Now some people may dfe, 

miss the whole idea of laws with, 
laws as being 


m 


mere 


superstition. I submit that such 
scepticism is wide of the marfr 
Some mysterious things happen 
to hold good however you ar- 
gue it. 

West Ham, for instance, al- 
ways do well in the E\ Cup when 
the pby Arsenal 1975-btat Ar- 
senal in the quarter-final, won 
the Cup. 1980 -beat Arsenal fa 
the fi™aL 1998... 

OK. Scrub that immutable 
law. 


When the 
players 
began to 
call shots 


John Roberts, in Key Biscayne for one of 
the richest tennis tournaments of the year, 
looks back on the dawn of professionalism 
and the 30th anniversary of prize money 


WISE men traditionally arrive in 
threes, but don’t count on it. 
There was the case of the three 
International Tennis Federation 
delegates in Paris in 1960 who ex- 
pressed support for Wimble- 
don’s proposal of open tennis and 
only had to raise their hands to 
advance its birth by eight years. 
When it came to the vote, how- 
ever, one was in the toilet, one 
had fallen asleep and the third 
was arranging the evenings din- 
ner entertainment. 

As the sport marks the 30th 
anniversary of prize-money on 
the table, rather than under it, 
eradicating the “living lie" of the 
amateur game, the “Absent 
Three" are remembered along 
with the “Handsome Eight”, 
with whom your correspondent 
had the pleasure of taking break- 
fast yesterday at the Upton 
Championships here. 

“Handsome" might have suit- 
ed the promoters' billboards but 
was by no means the only ap- 
pellation given to the group 
when they played back in the late 
1960s. Opponents of open 
tennis would refer to them, in po- 
lite circles, as the 'Terrible pro- 
fessionals*'. 

“big Bill" Edwards, the pres- 
ident of the Australian Lawn Ten- 
nis Association, considered that 
open tennis would be “suicidal”. 
So. in January 1%S, as prepara- 
tions for the Australian cham- 
pionships were being completed 
for the amateurs in Melbourne, 
John Newcombe. the reigning 
Wimbledon champion, alterna- 
tively made his professional 
debut in the Sydney suburb of 
Epping. 


With Newcombe was Ibny 
Roche, his doubles partner in the 
triumphant Australian Davis 
Cup team. The pair had joined 
the “ Handsome Ffflf , manage d 

by an American promoter, Dave 
Dixon, and appeared m coloured 
outfits for matches in which they 
played against the clock and 
were able to bet on points. 
Roche joked that in handsome- 
ness he ranked 15th among the 
eight 

- Britain’s Roger Thylor, and 
another Wimbledon semi-final- 
ist the Yugoslav Niki Pilic, were 
also recruited along with the 
South African Cliff Drysdale 
and three established profes- 
sionals. Pierre Barthes, of 
France, and the Americans 
Butch Buchholz (the founder of 
the Liptan Championships in 
1985 with his brother. Cliff) and 
Dennis Ralston. 

The preliminary event in Syd- 
ney was followed by a trip down 
to the stockyards of Kansas City 
in the snow of early February. 
The tournament was covered by 
two British journalists, Richard 
Evans and David Gray. Evans, in 
his excellent book. Open Tennis, 
writes that, “David and I were left 
to work out how best to explain 
to our readers back in England 
why their beautiful game was be- 
ing played on a synthetic 'Dint 
laid on ice in an arena so near 
the slaughterhouses that the 
smell of cattle troubled the nos- 
trils. 

“The manner in which the 
game was being played was even 
more troubling for the purists. An 
abomination of a scoring system, 
devised by that restless New 



Before you buy 
the wrong car 

On sale now £3.00 



England aristocrat Jimmy Vfco 
Alen, had the players fighting 
over two sets of ping-pong scor- 
ing (the first to 31 points) and, 
if the sets were spill deciding the 
match with a nine-point tie- 
break.” 

Although Dave Dixon left the 
te nnis scene almost as quickly as 
be had arrived, his professional 
circuit. World Championship 
Tennis, was developed by Lamar 
Hunt, a Texas ail millionaire, and 
became a feature of the sport for 
the next 20 years. Primitive 
though some of its early settings 
were, the quality of the players 
was first class. 

During the death throes of the 
amateur game at the 1968 Aus- 
tralian championships, a photo- 
graph in the Melbourne Herald 
showed Bill Bowrey, who was to 
win the men’s singles title, and 
his fiancee, Lesley TUrner, a 
semi- finalis t in the women's sin- 
gles, watching a match in the 
Kooyong stadium. Not another 
spectator was to be seen. The to- 
tal attendance for the fortnight 
was only 7,000. 


By swelling the professional 
ranks, which already numbered 
Rod Laver, Ken Rosewall Roy 
Emerson and Fred Stolle, the 
“Handsome Eight” strength- 
ened the All England Club’s re- 
solve to open its courts to 
professionals and amateurs alike 
in 1968, whether the three oth- 
er Grand Slam championships 
followed suit or not 

In March 1968, the Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation capitu- 
lated. A month later Mark Cox, 
a Cambridge Blue, caused a 
sensation by defeating Pancho 
Gonzales in the second round of 
the first open tournament, the 
British Hard Court Champi- 
onships, in Bournemouth. Cox 
went on to beat Emerson in the 
third round before losing to 
Laver. 

“These fellows are under a lot 
of pressure this week,” Cox said 
at the time. “It’s as if they’ve got 
weights round their legs. They are 
frightened to lose and are there- 
fore not doing themselves jus- 
tice." 

Did the sport do itself justice? 


Weekend fixture guide 


TODAY 

Football 
30 unless stated 
QMVAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
PawvQrinlMd 


DA IURTBS LEAGUE Plantar Dtatatav A(h- 
tanl V QbuoMfK Bah Oty v Usnwortft: Cam- 


Hafitu v 
Hayasw Southport. 
Hsraford y Slough . 
KaOaring « La ‘ 


Mota oa niba > Off 
NortlNriohw'ibmA 


Vftridng * KMdamUnsnr 

FA CAHLSBE BG VAS E 

fiEMMWALS SECOND LEG 


KMagrava A v 
Ttamruw H)»l 


M- 


ra- 


HYMAN LEAGUE PnmlarDIvWmMBttuty 
v WtaNon & Hertfwn; a*cp# SMtonl ¥ Has- 
■n gttahafrt attw ; Bo roh ^Vtox l v 

A Rwlxldga vaAbans; »J*«ch v OxSdCBy! 
EnSdUvnrBee&GaasendSNvtilaaivHatr- 

trtfcw Swtfts. Harrow Barou^i » hfccrtrt; H*n- 

non » Tfeadng; SUtan UU v OwssSfam ttrai 
DMakm: A&ngdai Tfcarfi v Layten Ptantrtt 
Banon Ravo3 v Ahtarshot TbMU Bariftanat- 
ed V Ufertifew: BSertay v Whyataofe: Croy- 
don * Ux&ndga. Hampton v ChanaMra 

LsahartM awftnahan; M&amax) v I 



^■v Esnami Bnxw MM 

BramtTMvLVgnKn, Camay tafcndvBaMng; 
Cnatoni Si FWbt v Ownm; Hngarfcni v Hor- 
sttam: MsropnB Bn Mca v mnc» A Bor; 
Tluy vUartow: TbcengA Menem vEtawarc 
Weataaona y Badtad town, WMamvNanh- 

wonnMDhWmCtawtvWnCunn- 
an Caauais v Lmmk Oortong v T~«r East 
Tfrirocfc v Hattaar. Rattwl Heah v Away. 
Fora Urn v Cantxsney Hamel Hempstead v 
Wlrwam & finctfsy. Krcfery v CraytJan Atfi- 
We; Sound v Epson Tl EweL 
UNtBONOLEA&JEPraraiarDMaiorcBam- 
UarBndBevBoaDnua; Byth Spartans vFW- 
tffto Bcrou ^ ii Altaaiai; Brtey| 

v Bate*! (SsinsiMrtEjfc 

Hyda v FticMey-. L4gh H 

nnev GttMoy: Runcorn vSpmMiws; Whs- 
Tod v Change Fhtt DMMok Aaron UU v 
BuxmBnroutiParkMnuavQnn;EBBi- 
noQd v WMby; RhtipnvWbriBGp: Grad 

Hrmod v Bripar: HanooBa Tbam v Dmlt- 
den;Ltta*ilJMvCongiatDn;IUIoekv'ral- 
tad. Namarfirida Faf^ByCaUeWhton Atocn 
a wnapy Bay. Wtaridngpn v SixJ u fcridBt* 


grew; Hastmja * Foraat Giaan Hosrora; 
H u naawn < Butcn BMon; Bu Bi wA i Marthyr 
JytflS: Safabury v Atherstiaia; Wtoroastar v 
Kn^tLpMieksmdDMsiantBManBavSOt- 
lad Boroutfi: Bradday » Badwortr. Emaham » 
QfBrtham; Itoor Qaaiv VS Hueby; Raunda v 
»esion; S»ap<»d Dynamo v v.; Staffcrt 

Rangara v Raring Ckij Wtarvrtdc Stortridpov 
VWaoadK Button CofcMtakl v Bfcam. Soulham 
DMalon: SoaUay v Ctaedon; Bdi A Briwadara 
vW0ay.FlBBtvlw«pt»t|O»*rtI;l , to«r**Heh- 
arMMks Mergaia vCrancaaBi: Newport pcW) 
v Baktack; IbrSuga Angata vChdartant Vta- 
teriDovBs v F ar ah am; Wastcxvsipw4ta« v 
CMknfcRl: ’tta v Woymoum. 

AIWOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 


pan v Durttara; Mala: » Fenran v Saa- 
lam Rad Star. Soutti 9Mds v JanoK 
WMSnWLEAD KENT LEAGUE Hat Dhkkn 
Badtartam v Hytw Cmtarbury v S4da Owen; 
CMmvCiiiMtABinibmvFcamtm 
tariaa; Lonfewnod v Favantiant; Thamasnaad 
. i wets v RarogatK VCD AOk 
iW MaBMBvSaiaiyRanBaa. 
i aamMfanis Brat tag: Qiaonwtcii 
(HemeBsyvShap- 

UWJET StRSEX COUMTY LEAGUE Hflrt Di- 
«W8n: BumnaMvAiwM; EaBBoumattan 
al to ao O KHthliamvUtil B l mujiii ttarfwn 
vmca « Soitdaan: Ht OH « CHehntBr. 
Fatfm v Lanmay ftacahavan & 

%)9caTeovRan;rawkjv9iinhBn;WHM- 
hMfc v Salsay; Wlcfc v Rhgmec 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 


Ham v FW — 

Eynirtuy v Wetodaomu^; Ftobeodi v Wtaot- 
len; Kanpnon v No rtBa nata t Spencer, Lena 
Buddy * StamloRL Mrrteac Bbchstona * Q> 
garhoK Potion v Boston Town; Stewarts A 
LtyM Cat* v SfMfcfng 
SCaCWFDC DIRECT LEAGUE Prandar DM- 
riom Bdatord « LMsmiTL 8ns»l Manor Fann 



NORTHBTN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE PI*, 
nlra DMaloir AmdHvShatfl^d; Brtga e Dan- 
etjf. Canon Ashton v Anmtnrpa WaBara: 
Euintd v Ossan P&ax. Ctssttvuf*s» Wei- 
tara v ThaddM HaBm v Uwraador, HaBWd 
Uakt « Ssbr. ttaittN v FfcAartnoNoiiB FOirtiy 
* Porttriratx Osseti Iran v iticttnaB. 


In retrospect, Cox said, “The 
greatest advantage, quite clear- 
ly, is that open tennis has spread 
the game internationafly in the 
most complete sense. It is also far 
more competitive. Open tennis 
legitimised the game, cleaned it 
up, if you like. Expenses that were 
being paid were put into prize- 
money.” On that historic occa- 
sion in Bournemouth, when a to- 
tal of £5,490 was on offer, Cox 
elected to play for expenses 
only. 

The toumamentwaswonby 
Rosewall who went on to tri- 
umph at the French Open, the 
first professional Grand Slam 
championships. Laver cashed 
in at Wimbledon (£2,000 went a 
lot farther in 1968) and Billie 
Jean King received £750 for 
winning the women's singles ti- 
tle. In July last year, Pete Sam- 
pras was paid £415,000 and the 
16-year-old Martina Hingis 
£373,500. 

Those who broke bread to- 
gether in Florida yesterday in the 
hospitality village at one of the 
sport’s choice venues marvelled 


NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Hrat H- 
riMcm Alwm CcMn v CMamc Ekranugh 
» Hotaf OkJ Boys: Chaddorton \i Attwrton LA; 
Daman v Narawtti: Nawcoatia Ttwn « Uefaa 
Road; Rascot Cobbs v Bo sio n da b: Rama- 
bottani v BtadvMl (town*; Sattari v Gfcmoop; 
Si Haiena v HuM GM; VWrrhgton v Hsslrv 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE; Iwrtnaon v 
Andovar. Aoragtrucorea v Tanon: BAT Spores 
» ThBttiam; Cowes Sports v Romsoy; Ess 
Cowes Wco * Bomamouti PC; Easfcbh v Nw 
bury; Gosport Boroustt v Bmdwnhmr, 
PdrtBWutti RN v WWfchurcti; WVrtwna v 
CMatdweh. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE PldWlW DM- 
Son: Bay ~Snwi » Otsa; raH nhem v By tay; 
Gn«B WumwBi v FaBxSdwo; HsWhkI « V«. 
ion: iBnon v Hsnrich A ParioMton: NaNmvhei 
w Wbodbridga; Sohan v towaonn; Sowmar- 
tas * Sudbuy Town; Sudbury Wteidim v Gar- 
lemt: VIMm v WMoy& 

WTEHLWC EXP R E S S SBOLAMO ALLIANCE: 
Ctanstown v Pbrahore; HataoMn Henkn w 
Was Mdtonds BofcK r 
9riVBavWbdnesMd;l 

north; SHtndvSareftrall 

RocasMr; Stratford v BoneetL 
HtBS A JOURNAL HGHAND LEAGUE: Do- 
Ywonvate vPutartwodj Fraowburgri v Hurtfyt 
SMKNOFF KHSH LEAGUE Pramtar DhMoK 
Ards y Cnaadera; D oty mens v Gtormon; 
Qhnh,Cciiadm;GaftnivOundi;nr- 
ladowi V Unflokl Rut OMriorc ta-K-v Lffno; 
CeitWt Ration v Henry, Dfsaery * Dutgan- 
nen Sarttts; Uwedy * Belyrin Comraefea 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Bengor Ckv v ConnSib 
Quay Namad> pffii; Cowan v Abarya r wytti 
(230) : Cwirtran y CannBflbBn CJQ); Etnr Vn 
y Porttmadog t23ffl; Hi v Csnaea Bay pat: 
Hawrio rtwaatTB ^ B3t»: her CatMU 
CatOH * Caamatn Than (20^ Biepcfar * New 
town P3Q. VWsnpod y TJO Llansartftald 
(2aa 

PONTBH LEAGUE Pmtor DMsfon: Uun- 
chesttrUtdv Darby (24 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATKM FkWDt- 
vMoie nartsmouh y Aomal {2A 

Cricket 
SIXTH TEST, 

1M 

Rugby Union 

aountasmad 

FIVE NATIONS' CHAIBRONSHP 

Inland uWatn 

(m Lercstiotme Rood. Dubto) 

CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP 
SoraHlnalK Bedfcad v Sole, LNchmt v 


at the growth of the game while 
not forgetting the political prob- 
lems along the way. 

Pilic was the central figure in 
a controversy that led to a Wim- 
bledon boycott by the men's As- 
sociation ofTermis Professionals 
in 1973. That was in response to 
the International Tbnnis Feder- 
ation’s rejection of rale’s appeal 
against a nine-months’ suspen- 
sion imposed on him by Yu- 
goslavia for failing to play in their 
Davis Cup match against New 
Zealand in Zagreb. 

“That was only one of the 
reasons,” Pflic recounted. ‘There 
was a struggle between the ATP 
and the ITF. At that particular 
time, the ATP were getting a re- 
ally bad deaL They were not in 
any way able to have a say in de- 
ciding their future." 

Even though an emergency 
committee reduced rate’s sus- 
pension to one month, the ATP 
carried out its threat of a boycott 
when Wimbledon refused to al- 
low Pflic to compete. With near- 
ly 80 players absent (Roger Thyior 
and Hie Nastase, who wrae among 


JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE: Hano- 
gm v Laedo; London wuah v Wha-fadete: Mcr- 
tay v Rocriyn Parte; NotUnghsm v OOey; 
n a n ^ g yNBWbiay; W wu bmw v Lfiraipoof SI 
Hebno. North; Aaniria v Hhdday; am- 
IntfnmlScMKl v Ken^l; LkPlteW vV 
tan Parte lUmfen v SAulrtlgB; ; 

Sei&» Parte O n n M a id v Ptaaton Oraunp 
pas; VwIhI v MavheslK TVto South: Baiv- 
ng vChritarhan; Cstribafay v Hayanl; Eaher 
e Wworvaper-Mara; Matrapoian PofcB v 
North Wttanarrt Rjmoufi v Bridgraaa; FtachiSi 
vHaBayi'febBfd vCHtan 
TENNENTS VELVET BOWL Sacand round: 
Oyttabar* y CbtUb Oaaift Parte KftfMna * 
COrrfcusSang 

TENNBfTS VELVET SHSJ1 Sacood ruond: 
CurmockvHaiAonAcaclKStBwwT^MeWB 
FPwDuna 

CLUB MATCIES: At v KBrnamodc Bor- 
cuglnurv VWaloo; Qtasgow Southern v Pm- 
afeai Lndga. 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S RRST TEST! Bigtand v Scotland 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Pranfau: Caraabury v 

GUWtort v Bartard T 

iy Hounslow i 
1 Gq;8oulhptav 
Jk Urthgun * Coroch 
Stow HCj. 

CfTZM»lANDftOTlerao33omS*I*Hwn> 
toHnAnfan; Bkoowteh v North amp to n Setaa; 
Covantry A North Wamick w Hatono; Edn- 
baeion « Nottneham KMu « Otton & UtoSt 
Wtaranck; North Staffari v North Notts. 
NORTH Bret Ovtafore OtaMgr v I 
Fomfcy v Nasm ShaftaUBerteo vSmT 
” " ‘ ' Sougrijxirc Tknporioy v Ha- 


TOMORROW 

Football 

SIMON BARKER TESTIMONIAL: Queanta 
Pah ftanasra v Jonaica OOL 
SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Preratv DM. 


Rugby League 


grow HATCHES: pradtanl y St Ww 
Laa* pH): Vttntagton v Hud- 

Rugby Union 

RVE NATIONS' CHAMPIONSHIP 

Scafland v Enqbnd (3J1) 

(at hknateekLtttobviri 

Hockey 

WOMENS SBCXMO TEST: England w Scotland 
(1130) ^fUUpSfHi). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Prwnlor Canawbury y 


Ston; Wigan v Duhctm 

Basketball 


Fatace v 
8taimvMan- 
wWtanHhg 
vOwarJan 
Sharia tm 


BUDWEISER LEAGUE; 
ThanHVWwnm P3C|j 
dMOBrOaitB (730; Lak 

Baas frao: Newaaite 
(TaqiVMadAqatav 

Ice hockey 

SUnSUAOW HardSa aanMhalaaamt 
lag: ttancttaaa' Sttrm v tyr ScotUsh Eagtas 
pad; ShoHUdSiMin y QBtlrf DaMs(E5oL 

Other sports 

tX&M&FtafeafcreimnuDDnnbtkHUBHh- 
nM Giwn London^ 

MOTOR RACM& VMohal Daly d W&a. 
ROWING; Menb Heed o(ih6Ftanr(UartMam 
Putayy. FSvar Thames^ 


GynMvna; Broniay v (sea; BrooMands v 

banc; Gtaucastar ciy v Suupart Hatealnn 
MWa v Havmr Oxford uSv 

*i Oirtord Heatao; Surotar v iSSl 
borough 9tadancs Wbmngtm v HA 

Basketball 

OAiRVLEA DUNKERS ALL STAR naua. 

Jtorth * aoun (Bq (te Shorn*! Mi- 
Ice hockey 

SUPEHLEAGUfi PUroff anUMi, DM 


Spee dway 

g=3«V™CUP ; E»« m) . m ^ 
gWfttj-ENQE: Naapon v MeemMu bm 

^WG CUPSeamJia ff etas 9 8«, B S5i 
Ofaersports 


those who played, were later 
fined £2,000 by the ATP) the 
men’s tingles title was won by the 
Czech Jan Kodes. Although few 
names in the draw were familiar 
to the public, the championships 
still attracted massive support “I 
was sorry for Wimbledon," Pflic 
said, “but I think I played a part 
in getting a much better life for 
tennis players." 

Nobody achieved more for 
the players than Herman David, 
. a determined advocate of open 
tennis during his 15 years as 

chairman of the All England 

Gub, firm 1959 to 1974, the year 
he died. 

A former Davis Cup player 
alongside Fred Peny, David pre- 
sented a professional exhibition 
event on Wimbledon’s lawns in 
1967 and declared that the cham- 
pionships would be open to pro- 
fessionals the following year. 

David, the “Steadfast One”, 
has been posthumously elected 
for enshrinement at the In- 
ternational Ifenms HaD of Fhme, 
Newport, Rhode Island, on Sat- 
urday 11 Jniy. 


Capriati 

suffers 

another 

collapse 




Rebels with a cause: The “Handsome Eight” (standing, from left): Dennis Ralston, Roger Taylor, Tony Roche and Pierre Barthes. Seated, from left: 
John Newcombe, Niki Pilic, Butch Buchholz and Cliff Drysdale Photograph: Allsport 


JENNIFER CAPRIATI, stffl 
looking for the performances 
that made her a teenage sen- 
sation five years ago before 
personal problems forced her 
from the tour, showed yester- 
day she still has a long way to 
go to recapture top fonn. 

Capriati fell 6-0, 7-5 to 
Poland's top player, Magdale- 
na Grzybowska, in the first 
round of the Upton Champion- 
ships in Key Biscayne. 

Capriati, ranked sixth in 
1992-93, has lost seven straight 
matches and has been beaten af| 
six consecutive first rounds, 
dating to her last victory in Au- 
gust 1997 at the Canadian 
Open. 

“I felt nervous, anxious go- 
ing out there,” said Capriati, 
who was retu rning after taking 
five months to recuperate from 
a shoulder injury. 

Indeed, Capriati, who was 
arrested on drug and shoplift- 
ing charges several years ago, 

- locked nervous as she sprayed 
her shots wildly over the court 
in the first set that she lost on 
two double faults. 

But the 21-year-old, now 
ranked 147th, settled down in 
the second set and fought off a 
match point at 4-5 to hold at 
5-5 before spraying a forehand 
long on the second match point 
in the 12th game. 

Serena Williams, one of the 
newer teenage female players, 
gained an easy 6-4, 6-0 win over 
Denise Chladkova of the Czech 
Republic. 

In the men's action, Aus- 
tralia’s Mark Woodforde beat 
Jan-Michael Gambill of the 
United States 6-1, 6-2. GambQl 
beat Andre Agassi in Indian^ 
Wells last week. 

Before play began on Thurs- 
day, the five-times winner Stef- 
fi Graf and the reigning French 
Open Champion Iva Majoli 
withdrew from the tournament. 

A hamstring injury suffered 
last week forced Graf to with- 
draw, while Majoli pulled out 
because she has the flu. 

The Lipton Championships 
were to be Graf’s third tour- 
nament of the year, following 
her eight-month lay-off after 
knee surgery last June. 


QUOTES OF THE 
WEEK 


• I don't care who Ira days for. 
But tf he warns » be in 
QLp he has to start 
Glenn Hoddle, England 
coach, on Paul Gascolgna 

• Behind the scenes at Maine 
Road there are some very Insin- 
cere people who have tried to 
blacken my name diringmyteiv 
ancy as chairman. I coda have got 
rid of some of those people, as 
when they had gone they would 
have bean an even Wooer men- 
ace. Francis Lee, on 

Manchester Oty FC 

• If Lee thinks htfe had it bad over 
the pest few weeks, tfa just chick- 
en feed to what Peter Swales had 
to endure: Lea was fee a Second 
World Whr sokflet, whSe Swales 
was a First Wortd Vter In fantry man 
In comparison - theft the efifler- 
ence between whathey had to en- 
dure. Chris Ml*; a tanner City 
dbector. 

• IVe been In tootbaH for 38 

years and Pve never been treated 
fte anything Rce that In my lfa be- 
fcra The smarts took ms upstate 
and downstavs to the right and to 
the left, and the poice were wRh 
them as wed I w« be protesting 
about the way I was treked, A man- 
ager should not be taken away Bca 
that LulsAragonee, the coach d 
Real Bets, who was expelled from 
the bench during Thursday^ _ , 
European Cup-Wimertf Cup tie a» 


• Have you got any handcuffs? 
Douglas Hall Newcastle United 
vrarttfnfrnm afagedy in a Span- 
ish brathel, eccordng to the Afews 

of the Marti 
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IMPROVE YOURSELF 


MONDAY 




MEDIA+ 


m. 


The man who lost a role 
«ndrebund his empire 


MEDIA+ 


Media, marketing, sales, 

PR and fund raising vacancies 


TUESDAY 


Y 


NETWORK+ 


Unhealthy 

attachments 


NETWORK+ 


I.T., computing, 
network, technical 
and engineering vacancies 


CITY+ 

Secretarial, clerical, city, 
finance, insurance, 
accountancy and legal vacancies 


Y 


EDUCATION + 


Squashed sardines 


Universities, colleges and schools 
courses. Graduate and general 
appointments 


Packed full of exciting career opportunities - Monday to Thursday 
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One black cloud in the doldrums can disrupt all our plans 



GRANT DALTON 

Merit Cup's skipper 
expects a frustrating 
time ahead on the 
Whitbread Round 
the World race 


WE HAVE been expecting 
someone (hopefully Merit Cup) 
to make a break d uring this sixth 
leg of the Whitbread Round the 
World race. However, the most 
significant action has been SOk 
Cut doing a good job close in- 
shore, but being steadily reeled 

in as the yachts further offshore 
get a little more pressure. 

We expect the fleet will split 
as the yachts line therraelves up 
for the run through the dol- 
drums. First in and first out is 
the aim and a quick exit could 
be the winning edge of this leg. 
Once you’re in the doldrums, it’s 
purely a matter of chance what 
shape you're in when you 
emerge from the other side. 


There is breeze in the dol- 
drums - quite a strong breeze 
sometimes - but it is very patchy 
and shifts direction constantly. 
It’s not unusual to be sitting mo- 
tionless with the only sound the 
slop of the water against the 
transom. 

Some of the boys oo Merit 
Cup have been through the 
doldrums several times. Expe- 
rience doesn’t make it any eas- 
ier to cope with a capricious 
breeze which deserts you while 
favouring another yacht only a 
few hundred metres away. 

Frustration is not a descrip- 
tive enough word to describe the 
feeling as you watch it sail off 
towards the horizon. That is 


when die frustration levels get 
really high. The guys on watch 
amstraining as they concentrate 
on keeping die boat moving, try- 
ing to catch any bit of breeze 
that’s going. 

The pressure on watch cap- 
tains Kevin Shoebridge and 
Mike Sanderson, who are re- 
sponsible for keeping tbeyacht 
moving at maximum possible 
speed, is relentless. The helms- 
man and trimmers cannot afford 
to relax for even a few seconds. 

In the navigation station, 
Mike O nil ter, famous for his 
seemingly laid-back outlook at 
all times, is finning at the in- 
justice of it all - how a big black 
cloud can make his tactical 


plan virtually worthless in just 
a few minutes. 

In these sort of conditions, 
if s not unknown to have 10 sail 
changes in an hour as the wind 
shifts direction and the pressire 
rises and falls. In the heat of the 
doldrums it is very hard work. 

The position schedules, 
which we get every set hours, im- 
pose a sort of terror campaign 
on board. A good sched, where 
we have made up a bit of time 
or even swapped, positions on 
the water, is greeted with 
cheers. A bad sched casts a pall 
of gloom over the boat, even 
though m the circumstances 
prevailing on Thursday and Fn- 
day this week, the positions 


Halifax farewell 
to Thrum Hall 


and distances between the 
yachts were insi gnificant. 

For example, the 18.00 
GMT position on Thursday 
had Merit Cup second, 172 
miles behind Silk Cut. life were 
looking good. From sixth place 
to second in six hours. 

Even though we knew that 
it didn't mean much, we glowed 
for a moment; then one of 
those big, blade douds smoth- 
ered us, stopping Merit Cup 
dead in the water. Every boat 
in the fleet made distance on us. 

At 18.00, when we were sec- 
ond, 3.9 miles separated the sec- 
ond and seventh-placed yachts. 
At midnight, 4.7 miles separat- 
ed them, but the positions had 




changed remarkably. Merit Cup 
went from her hard-earned 
(helped by a little luck) second 
place to sixth; Innovation 
Kvaemer from third to second; 
EF Language from fourth to 
fifth; Gbessie Raring from fifth 
to third; Tbshiba from sixth to 

fourth. 

Once we’re out of the dol- 
drums it’s a 2,000-tn3e reach on 
starboard tack to Barbuda, an 
island in the Caribbean where 
we “turn” for Florida. Then the 
wind should be behind us for the 
run to Fort Lauderdale. 

So far cm this leg the heat has 
been remarkable. A chicken 
stew is not my idea of an ideal 
lunch when the tropical sun is 


N* 

t ■' s#*#**- 


Rugby Leagu< 


By Dave Hadfield 


.ANOTHER famous old ground 
passes into the mists - and, in 
this case, snows, hails and gates 
- of history tomorrow when 
Thrum Hall stages its last game. 

The home of Halifax since 
1886. the notoriously bleak sta- 
dium reached by the ominous 
route up Gibbet Street, gets the 
chop after a celebratory match 
against Leeds. The proceeds 
will go straight into the kitty that 
will enable Halifax to buy into 
The Shay, the home of their 
football neighbours Halifax 
Town, which is currently being 
redeveloped. 

Few will shed tears for the 
antiquated facilities at Thrum 
Hall, but, with its slope and 
stands crowded tight to the 
touchline, it has always been a 
dramatic place to watdi a game. 

“A lot of people in the area, 
plus supporters of other clubs, 
will have many cherished mem- 
ories of what remains one of the 
most atmospheric of rugby 
league grounds," said John 
Burnett, the captain of Halifax 
during one of their most suc- 
cessful eras and now the chair- 
man of the appeal committee 


that has the task of raising 
£140,000 towards the cost of the 
first stage of The Shay rede- 
velopment. 

So far, they have managed 
around £50,000, so the hope is 
that Thrum Half wflf be full to 
its present^ restricted capacity 
of 7,500. The match is all-tick- 
et. but they will be on sale on 
the day of the match. 

Apart from a parade of 
some of Halifax's greatest play- 
ers of the past, the current 
team will be close to full 
strength. The half-backs Chris 
Chester and Gavin Clinch have 
both been passed fit after tak- 
ing blows to the bead in the con- 
troversial Challenge Cup defeat 
at the London Broncos and only 
Kelvin Skerrett is regarded as 
a doubt 

Leeds, knocked out of the 
Cup five weeks ago, will be 
grateful for something approx- 
imating to a serious match to 
help them prepare for the start 
of Super League in two weeks. 
Their side, also virtually at full 
strength. Includes their new 
signing from Australia, Brad 
Godden, who will make his 
debut in the centres: 

Elsewhere, the First Division " 
table is starting to take shape, 
with Hull KR and Wakefield 


Trinity defending the only 100 
per cent records tomorrow 
before facing each other next 
weekend. 

Rovers are at home to strug- 
gling Rochdale Hornets, who 
gave their coach, Shane Tbpaea, 
the dreaded vote of confidence 
this week, while Trinity host 
inconsistent Swinton. 

The Sheffield Eagles’ centre, 
Keith Senior, has failed in his 
appeal against a four-match 
ban for punching Castlefonfs 
Barrie- Jon Mather io their Cap- 
tie last Saturday. His suspension 
was left unchanged at a second 
hearing yesterday, which means 
that he will miss his side's semi- 
final against Salford and the first 
three Super League matches. 

Nigel Wright, Wigan's injuiy- 
plagued stand-off, is to have 
another operation on his ankle 
next week. 

Malcolm Reilly, the former 
Great Britain coach who last 
year with the Newcastle Knights 
became the first foreigner to win 
an Australian Grand fi nal, has ■ 
returned to this country fol- 
lowing the death of his father. 

Rugby league will plant an- 
other foothold in Scotland with 
the formation of Glasgow 
•North. They join Whkecraigs, 
based in the south of the city. 


W 








Britain*; Laura Davies, trying to become 
the first golfer to win an event five times 
in a raw, trailed Cindy FigJ^Currier af- 
ter the first round of the Standard Reg- 
ister Ping tournament in Phoenix,' 
Arizona. Davies shot a<hv«eAnMfo^i»r 
70 in the opening round but was laiable 


to catch Figg-Currier, who was just two 
strokes off the course record with her 
six-under SI. 

NoprofeuionatjjoHer— mafeorfer 

; rru^e - has won .UtoWBSn«nt five 
title, riie 


for the winner^; cheque and a £187,500 
bonus. 

Davies b the only LPGA |dayer to oq>r 
'V.tairatjftar event four times In irav^jpirKJ 


heating the deck tosolefeuraiqg 
point and below docks the tem- 
peratures must be at least 50C 
There’s nowhere to go to es- 
cape the heat. On deck thereV 
no shade; below decks it's cyen 
hotter and it’s beginning to., 
reek of damp soils and clothes. 

It was not this hot when we - 

came south through the tropics 
on leg one and I don’t remem- 
ber it being this hot last time on 
New Zealand Endeavour or 
the time before on Fisher and 
PaykeJ New Zealand. 

This is not a time to have 
trouble with the desalination 
equipment. It is working over- 
time to provide enough fluid to 
replace the sweat. 

Silk Cut 
holds off 
pack of 
pursuers 

By Stuart Alexander 


IN temperatures approaching 
100F down below and in burn- 
ing sun and soaking humidity up 
on deck, Britain's Silk Cut was 
watching her rivals dose the gap 
yesterday on the shah leg of the 

Whitbread race. Lawrie Smith 
still had a 2.7-mile advantage 
I with the chasing group of four 
shuffling and reshuffling their 
places behind him. 

Without full satellite com- 
munications. Silk Cut's crew 
were not always sure where they 
stood or what the others were 
doing, but it was for everyone 
a routine of constant sail chang- ^ 
ing to match the up and down * 
puffs of wind and squalls. 

With the effect of the dol- 
drums yet to be felt strongly, the 
fleet continued to make faster 
than predicted progress as it 
lined itself up forwhat could vir- 
tually be a restart in the 
tradewinds, which will take them-' 
up through the Caribbean. rf 
Most relaxed about the lof-‘|| 
■Lteay factor waSJ^e^fverall -7£ 
Icader^Paul C ^yg rtl, although,. £ 




We've got 50 pairs of 
tickets to the World Clip Final 
op for grabs. 


Fife positive 
despite record 
against Hawks 


Burks saved for 
Leopards’ finale 


r 

i 

« 


running is W)tTF Language\ 
forte." On the threatetungp 1 
Chessie Racing, the watch cap- 
tain, Fuzz Spanhake, reported 
that being "surrounded bythun- 
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Alternotively, uou could win o weekend for two in Barcelona. 

Simply pop into pour locol branch, or col! 0800 616 848 for 

on application form, and enter our competition. **-?-** 
Who knows, uou too couid be on your way to the 'Stade de Fro nee 1 
for the sporting event of the millennium, courtesy ol MasterCard. 

A Nat West 

More than just a bank 



Basketball 


By Richard Taylor 

GREATER London Leopards’ 
guard Eric Burks misses to- 
morrow’s Daixylea Dunkers 
North v South Ail-Star game at 
Sheffield Arena as his coach, 
Billy Mims, protects one of his 
greatest assets for the final two 
weeks of the Budweber League 
season. 

Burks injured a knee during 
Leopards' 85-70 defeat at Lou- 
don Ibwers last weekend and 
has been replaced by Thames 
Valley Tigers’ Jaton Siemon in 
the South team, coached by 
Mims. 

Leopards, league leaders 
and defending champions, play 
Watford on Wednesday, then 
face three testing final games 
against Derby Storm, Tigers 
and away to Sheffield Sharks. 

Burks played for 37 minutes 
in Thursday’s 81-72 win over 
Crystal P&lace, but will be at to- 
morrow’s game only to si gn au- 
tographs. Mims said: ‘ Althoug h 
Eric is disappointed he knows 


the importance of the league 
games in our bid to keep the ti- 
tle. The break wffl give him plen- 
ty of time to rest before we play 
Watford.” 

Birmingham Bullets must 
win all six of their remaining 
games, beginning with tomor- 
row’s All-Star curtain-raiser 
against Sheffield, to keep the 
pressure on Leopards. 

Defeat last weekend cost 
Bullets and Sharks the chance 
to dose the gap. Bullets coach 
Mike Finger said: *Tm sure 
Sharks aren’t very happy right 
now and neither are we. We’re 
two angry teams both wanting 
to prove a point.” 

Kareem Abdul- Jabbar, the 
NBAs career leading' scorer, 
was arrested by US Customs 
officials on Sunday for pos- 
session of six grams of mari- 
juana at Pearson International 
Airport The Toronto Star said 
Abdul- Jabbar, 50. the former 
Los Angeles Lakers centre 
was fined $500 (£330) before 
being allowed to board a flight 
to Los Angeles. Hfi" was re- 
leased without conditions. 


rain” had provided one of 
race’s most interesting nights. 

WHITBREAD ROUfM) THE WORLD RACE 
Stall 
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51 


The percentage of respon- 
dants to an international In- 
ternet poH who warn the 
2006 World Cup to be held 
fri England. Only 12 per cent 
of the 15364 tans poted from 
more than 100 countries 
were from the United King- 
dom. Just over one bi five 
people who voted favoured 
South Africa, while only 12 
p ercen t backed the bid by 
Germany, who have been 
considered to be England* 
greatest rivals to host the 
tournament Sixteen per 
cent supported other pos- 
sible venues around the 
world 
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Free Cheltenham Three and tell bookies to take running jump 



CHRIS 

MAUME 


'* SPORT 
ON TV 


HORSES are inte lligent. I’ve . 
.^ways believed that, despite 
propensity for allowing fat 
an st°crats to jump on their 


— 1 *1 Ml I fj 

farry (firngs. The proof came on 
Thursday daring the Gold Cup 
(C4), when the Cheltenham 
Three - Cyborgo, See More 
Business and Indian Tracker - 
saw the somewhat daunting 
seven tb fence coming up, HaH 
a quick word between them- 
selves, thought “Sod that for a 
game of unseated riders” and 
took off for the Cotswolds. 

They must have been' read- 
ing about the Thmworth Ttoo, 
and reasoned, "Well, pigs 
might fly and horses might as 
welL” No doubt dedicating 
their freedom dash to Butch 
and Sundance, they were off. 


leaving a gang of squealing pun- 
ters in their wake. 

Shouldn’t joke, really, as it 
was an injury to Cyborgo that 
caused the cock-up. Still, not 
many horses died over the 
three days. Kir for the race- 
course, really. As one of those 
vegetarian bleeding hearts wbo 
believe that non-human ani- 
mals should have roughly the 
same rights as the homo sapi- 
ens variety, anything I have to 
say on the subject would be 
crushingly predictable, so 111 
finish before I start. 

During the Cheltenham 
Festival, any self-respecting 
television reviewer’s mission is 
dear: cancel the afternoons, 
settle down with a notepad and 
ample supplies of a favoured m- 


toxkant, and wait for inspira- 
tion to flow. Stuck in the office 
ttais week, 1 didn’t have that op- 
tion, and had to view most of 

the proceedings from die back 

of a telly-punters’ scrum, but 
still, three days of Site racing 
amid a Bacchanalian free-for- 
aQ set in a rural idyll lit like the 
C6te d'Azur should have pro- 
vided plenty of material. 

Except for the fact that, as 
I came to realise over the three 
days, I really don’t care about 
racing. I mean really, not in the 
slightest. The only thoughts 1 
do have are for the high-cali- 
bre horseflesh induced by a 
mixture of cajoling and pun- 
ishment to operate at maxi- 
mum capacity for a few 
minutes in order to keep the 
bookmakers in business. 


Still, there were a few sights 
to behold, such as the Queen 
Mother arriving in a borrowed 
Pope mobile. There was near- 
ly a national tragedy when one 
boise flicked its head petulantly 
as the nonagenarian icon gave 
it a pre-race once-ovcr, almost 
Landing a blow on the royal 
bonce. You can see the caption: 
“Get that bl /v viy woman away 
from me. Doesn’t she know I'm 
a republican?” 

There was plenty ofupper- 


the owners, though my fav- 
ourites were the owners of 
Upgrade, a winner on Thurs- 
day, who in all their Brummie 
arriviste gjory came on like 
Harry Enfield’s self-made 
“coosiderably-richCT 
pair of horrors. “Up the Brits!" 


shrieked the woman in an un- 
witting but brutal self -carica- 
ture. It’s moments like this 
that bring home the notion that 
some people have too much 
money and too much time on 
their hands. 

There was also the appalling 
Leslie Graham, who seemed to 
have wandered in from some 
dressage event next door and 
found herself by the rail with a 
microphone stuck in her band, 
asking questions of a Gary 

Ntnwbonesque gauebeoess. I’m 
told that some trainers forbid 
winning jockeys from talking to 
her, amd it would be nice to 
think that perhaps this was a 
quality control thing - “You’re 
not to open your mouth to her 
until she comes up with some 
decent bloody questions!” Ap- 


parently, though, it’s simply 
because they have old-fash- 
ioned ideas that the riders’ 
first words should be to the 

(miners and owners themselves. 

which seems fair enough. 

I never like slagging off 
sportsmen for linguistic infe- 
licities- it’s rather like criticis- 
ing Barry Davies for his 
pathetic inability to do a decent 
man-marking job on Ryan Gig- 
gs. Bui there was a delightful if 
brief outbreak of the “literally” 
syndrome after the Gold Cup. 
from the winning jockey, An- 
drew Thornton. Questioned by 
Brough Scott (who, for all his 
experience as an interviewer, is 
like Graham without the riding 
togs), he proffered the view 
that, “this puts the icing on ray 
season - literally," followed a 


couple of sentences later by a 
reflection cm his resurgence: 
“Literally -I was neatly on the 
scrapheap three years ago." 

'Iblevisionvrifl never be able 
jo do justice to horse racing un- 
til it’s done in scratch-and- 
sniff sensunound Going to the 
races is about so much more 
than what happens on the track 
- the bookies, the nobs, the 
Irish, the florid stink of booze 
and the grime of cash. Com- 
pared to the grand social 
panorama it offers, for a non- 
gambler like me, tbc issue of 
which horse comes first is a mi- 
nor matter, and I found myself 
muring on the beauty of the 
aerial shots and the splendour 
of the hills. Until the Chel- 
tenham Three took off on their 
mad dash for freedom. 
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Queen of the castle! Paula Radcliffe, pipped for gold by Derartu Tulu at last year’s cross country championships in Turin, is Britain’s best hope of a medal in Marrakesh. 


Photograph: Michael Steele 


Radcliffe’s chance to atone for missing title 


PAULA RADCL1FFE has 
been a world champfon for six 
seconds. She hopes to discover 

in Marrakesh this weekend what 

it feels like to hold that distinc- 
tion for a longer period of time. 

At last year’s world cross 
country championships in TUrin, 
the 24-ycar-old thought she 
had done enough to secure a se- 
nior title to add to the junior 
version she won in the snow of 
Boston seven years ago. 

As she drove towards the fin- 
ishing line, she allowed heTself 
to believe that she had won - 
until Derartu Tblu, Ethiopia’s 
Olympic 10.000 metres cham- 
pion of 1992, sprinted home to 
take the gold. 


Radcliffe, by her own ad- 
mission, is a perfectionist. Her 
academic career - four A level 
passes at grade A, and a first 
class honours degree in Euro- 
pean Studies from Loughbor- 
ough University, hint at the 
dili ge nce and intelligence she 
brings to her running. 

It is an attitude she says she 
has inherited from her mother 
Pat, a deputy headmistress. “I 
like to do things properly or not 
at all.” Radcliffe says. 

For such a character, the ex- 
perience in Turin was hugely 
frustrating, even if it did reflect 
huge credit upon an athlete 
who, three years earlier, had 
been told by a medical spedal- 


Mike Rowbottom on the British athlete who hopes to go one 
better at this weekend’s world cross-country championships 


ist that a foot injury might pre- 
vent her ever running again. 

But it at least gave her a tan- 
gible reward for the talent 
which has been developed with 
such painstaking care by her 
coaches at Bedford and Coun- 
ty Athletics dub, Alec and 
Rosemary Stanton. In her last 
two major championships on 
the track, the Olympics and the 
worlds, she finished the 5,000m 
a tanta Using fifth and fourth re- 
specuvefy. 

This weekend, the Stantons 
- who have coached her since 


she was a 12-year-old also-ran 
- will be with her in Morocco 
as she seeks to go one better 
than she did in Italy last year. 

That task has been compli- 
cated by the new format which . 
has been introduced by the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Association, which has split the 
race into longer and shorter ver- 
sions. over eight and four kilo- 
metres. which will be run today 
and tomorrow respectively. 

Radcliffe, who recalls how 
exhausted she was after Thrin, 
is likely to concentrate on to- 


day’s longer race, where she 
may or may not be facing her 
nemesis. Tblu is injured, but 
the Ethiopians have left a 
place open just in case she re- 
covers. 

Although the Briton feels the 
IAAFs action has diluted the 
strength of this event, she still 
faces the possibility of strong 
challenges from former cham- 
pion Gete Wami, of Ethiopia, 
and Ireland’s former world 
5,OOOm champion Sonia O'Sul- 
livan. 

British athletics, which saw 


its main administrative body 
collapse last October, is on 
something of a roll at the mo- 
ment fofiowiug the success at 
Ibe European indoor champi- 
onships, where Jonathan Ed- 
wards won an expected gold 
and Asbia Hansen -also in the 
triple jump - and 3,000m run- 
ner John Mayock won unex- 
pected titles. 

Further success from Rad- 
cliffe, who has been training at 
altitude in Albuquerque, would 
maintain a welcome high pro- 
file for the sport 

She is unlikely to be sur- 
rounded by other British medal- 
lists. The men's Learn - from 
which the former European 


cross country champion Jon 
Brown has remained absent as 
he concentrates on preparing 
for this year’s London 
Marathon - is not likely to 
make any impact upon the 
African nations who have vir- 
tually adopted this event in re- 
cent years. 

Paul Tergal, Kenya's world 
10,000m record holder, is ex- 
pected to lead his team to their 
13th consecutive team title as he 
himself seeks a fourth individ- 
ual title. 

In the shorter men's event, 
Daniel Komen. who broke the 
5,000m world record in Brussels 
last year, is overwhelming 
favourite. 


Leander on pole Fogarty trails in Slight’s wake Leaders’ tough trip 


By Hugh 

THE Tideway Head of the Riv- 
er Race from Chiswick to Put- 
ney today is Hkely to be 
dominated by Leander CTub, the 
home of most of the leadrng 
men’s group in the British Na- 
tional team. . 

Leander I has the World 
Championship coxless four 01 
James Cracknell. Steve Red- 
grave. Tim Foster and 
Matthew Pinsent at its core and 
will lead off in front of Uni- 
versity of London and two pre- 
dominantly lightweight crews, 

one from London and the ott- 
er from Notts County at three 

Xftki four. 

Oxford Brookes University, 
now one of the strongest clubs, 
will start sixth in front of the 
leading overseas crew* 
Zurich, from Switzerland. 


Tbe Tideway Scullers’ 
School has a crew of genuine 
scullers, including the triple 
world ligh tweight champion Pe- 
ter Haining at stroke, backed up 
by Guy Podey, V&deHall Crag- 
gs and Boris Mavra. 

Molesey, with a crew of 
Olympic medallists, including 
the Searle brothers and Richard 
Stanhope, have been wallowing 
in tbe wake of first the Oxford 
and then the Cambridge Boat 
Race crews in practice but 
should move up from 20th. 

The perfect weather condi- 
tions forecast, combined with a 
good flow of land water, will 

make for a fest time and Lean- 
der will have no inhibitions m 
devalue of the firat win- 
ter when the entire natiomd 
Le am has been properly funded 

for full-time training- The gp 
between the full-timers and the 
rest is expected to increase 

sharply- 


Motor cycling 


By Andrew Martin 

IN THE early hours of tomor- 
row morning Carl Fogarty 
begins his quest for a third 
World Superbike championship 
against a field that is certain to 
test to the limit the capabilities 
of Britain’s fastest man on two 
wheels since Barry Sheene 
ruled the roost in the late 1970s. 

As all things "70s appear to 
be the height of fashion, the 
presence of a Briton leading the 
field once again would not 
seem too fanciful and the 
“Blackburn Bullet" is certainly 
placed above all his countrymen 
to achieve the feat. 

• Foggy is, famously, not a 
man to countenance any doubts 

in his own ability, but even the 
man who twice rode a scarlet 
Ducati to world titles maybe in- 
clined to see red after the post- 


ing of yesterday's opening qual- 
ifying times in Phillip Island, 
Australia. Aaron Slight, Foga- 
rty’s former Honda team-mate, 
shattered his own lap record to 
take the fastest time. 

There is no love lost between 
the New Zealander and Foga- 
rty, so the man with the fa- 
mously intense stare will no 
doubt blink twice at his own 
qualification time: be fmfchi-jrl 
the session joint fourth, a little 
over 0.6sec behind the leader. 

Fbgarty was the runnewip in 
the series last year to the Amer- 
ican John Kodnsld, who bas 
switched to Honda's 500cc 
grands jxix effort. Foggy himself 
has also moved teams, linking up 
with the Performance crew 
managed by tbe former racer 
Davide T^rdozzi. And happy he 
is too with the arrangement. 

“I have a really good set-up, 
much better than last year. We 
are all p ulling together. I feel 


good with them, and they are 
working with me to get the bike 
how I want it,** he said. . 

He needs to be. This season 
is far from a two-horse race, 
with the rapid Australian Troy 
Corner recording blistering 
times in the pre-season. In Mis- 
ano, Corner cropped KodnskTs 
lap record. Then there is the an- 
ticipated challenge of America's 
Scot Russell, Japan's Akira 
Yanagawa and his Kawasaki 
team-mate Neil Hodgson as 
well as the Suzuki -mounted 
Jamie Whitham. 

Eren with his Ducati running 
well, Fbgarty admitted: “It win 
be a tough year, certainly no eas- 
ier than last season, even 
though Kodnski bas gone. 

“The real challenge will 
come from Slight- He is very 
motivated, has not won any- 
thing, and probably realises 
that this year is his last real 
chance of the taking the crown.” 


H ockey 


By Bill Colwill 

Cannock, the National League 
leaders, travel lo London for 
two tough fixtures this weekend. 
Ibday Cannock, who expect to 
be at full strength, play the un- 
predictable Teddington, who 
have Luke Hodges on his return 
after knee surgery, and tomor- 
row they move a little further 
south to take on Guildford. 

Guildford, despite a recent 
rtin of good results, are still not 
out of- the relegation zone. 
Their player-coach Ian Jen- 
nings injured a hand in the 
Inter-Services on Wednesday 
and damaged it on Thurs- 

day. He plans to play and pre- 
dicts that if Guildford beat 
Barford Tigers today and rule 
out relegation, they will return 
to their natural attacking game 
and beat Cannock. 


Canterbury, three points be- 
hind Cannock, are at home to 
the two bottom dubs - Beestoo 
today and Doncaster tomorrow. 

England and Scotland 
battles are always something 
rather special and this week- 
end’s two women’s games at 
UUeshall are unlikely to be an 
exception. Scotland, who have 
already announced their World 
Cup squad for Utrecht in May, 
will be parading their selected 
squad on both days while Eng- 
land, who do not make their 
choice until the end of the 
month, will be using all 22 
players from their training 
squad. 

# The International Hockey 
Federation has announced that 
tbe no offside experimental 
rule is lo become permanent 
and that as from 2 July no more 
substitutions, except for injury, 
will be allowed at penally 


Mansell 
back on 
track 
for Ford 


Motor racing 


By Derick Albcop 


NIGEL MANSELL ran down 
the steps on the BBC set of 
“Noel’s House Party" and 
waved to the audience, but 
there was no gunge or Mr Blob- 
by in sight. It was for real - the 
foiraer world champion was 
back in motor racing. 

Mansell will drive a Ford 
Mondeo at three meetings in 
this season's British Touring 
Car Championship, wiiich will 
earn him around £500,000 and 
doubtless boost the attendances 
at Donington in June. Brands 
Hatch in August, and Silver- 
stone in September. 

He maintains his role will be 
to back up Ford’s regular dri- 
vers, Wfll Hey and Craig Baird, 
but relishes the opportunity to 
complete a mission he started 
and was unable to finish five 
years agp. That venture in tour- 
ing cars, al Do.-.mgtoo, was in- 
terrupted by a serious accident 
which landed him in hospital 
with battered ribs. 

Mansell was characteristi- 
cally effusive about his new 
campaign and, although uow 
aged 44, left open the door to 
a possible full-time programme 
in the future. 

He also took the chance to 
have a side-swipe at Formula 
One in general and David 
Coulthard in particular for per- 
haps jeopardising his champi- 
onship prospects by allowing 
through his McLareu-Mercedes 
team-male, Mika Hakkinen, at 
the Australian Grand Prix. 

He said: “I'm highly moti- 
vated and this will gel the com- 
petitive juices going. I've got 
some unfinished business to 
attend to and hopefully this lime 
I will finish. 

“I’m here to complement 
Will and Craig, who are going 
for the championship. I’m noL 
Bui I have an open contract with 
Fbrd and I'm ruling nothing out 
in terms of a foil programme in 
the future, either in this coun- 
try or America. 

“I never retired, I merely had 
a sabbatical. It wasn’t right for 
me at this stage 10 do a full sea- 
son. but the clincher was the 
chance to race at three historic 
circuits and hopefully bring the 
fans along to watch." 

While he is content to play ihe 
supporting role in the Mondeo, 
be professed his astonishment 
that Coulthard surrendered vic- 
tory, after a first-corner pact, lo 
Hakkinen in Melbourne. 

Mansell said: “If the champ- 
kmship was over I would not have 
a problem with it, but I was con- 
fused because it was the first Cor- 
ner of the first race. You don't 
give away four points unless you 
have a crystal ball and know 
you’re going to get them back. I 
hope David doesn’t regret it 
What happened is not good for 
the sport. 

“I would say David and 
Mflta have an equal chance of 
winning the championship. The 
person who is more consistent 
will win it. McLaren have done 
an outstanding job. 

“Tbe other thing about For- 
mula One now is that there are 
too many driver aids. Don’t get 
me wrong. Formula One is the 
pinnacle but there are too many 
computer-controlled aids. I just 
think a driver should drive the 
car and carry it around. The 
good thing about louring cars 
is that the driver has a lot of in- 
put and the public can relate to 
the cars." 
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ENST places its bid for Wembley 


THE English National Stadium 
Trust yesterday finalised its bid 
to buy Wembley Stadium and 
begin a £200m redevelopment. 

Arsenal last week an- 
nounced that they had made a 
formal offer to purchase the sta- 
dium as iheir new borne because 
of fierce local opposition to their 
plans to increase their 3S.00Q- 
capacity at Highbury. 

Wembley pic now has until 
the end of the month to decide 
between die two offers, which 
could be as high as £12Qm. 
The ENSTs bid is backed by the 
UK Sports Council and the 
Football Association. 

The Sports Minister, Tony 
Banks, welcomed the ENSTs 
bid and urged Wembley pic to 
press ahead with contractual ne- 
gotiations for the new English 
national stadium to ensure the 


project can proceed on sched- 
ule “1 am delighted that fol- 
lowing discussions between the 
English Sports Council and the 
FA an agreed Trust bid has been 
made," Banks said. 

“Lottery funds have been 
earmarked for a new national 
stadium which will serve Eng- 
lish national teams -including 
football, rugby league and ath- 
letic events - and provide a neu- 
tral venue for the climax of 
major club competitions. This 
is what sports fans want Im- 
portantly, this bid will be a key 
component of bids to attract the 
World Cup in 2006, future 
Olympics and other interna- 
tional events to this country.'’ 

Meanwhile the World Cup 
campaign director, Alec McGi- 
vao, has warned that if Arsenal 
succeed in buying Wembley it 


would be a major blow to the bid 
to bring the tournament home 
for the first time in 40 years. 

Michael Owen could be- 
come the youngest ever winner 
of the Professional Footballers' 
Association's Player of the Year 
award. The Liverpool 18 year 
old has been shortlisted in his 
first full season in senior foot- 
ball. Other names on the short- 
list include Arsenal's Dennis 
Bergkamp and Manchester 
United's Andy Cole. 

Leeds have snapped up 
Jamie McMaster, a 15-year- 
old Australian who went to the 
same Sydney school as their 
striker Harry KeweLL McMas- 
ter has just won a scholarship 
with the New South Wales Soc- 
cer Academy and will join 
Leeds in the summer of 1999. 

Leicester have turned down 


an undisclosed bid from hard- 
up Portsmouth for Steve Clar- 
idge. The Leicester manager 
Martin O’Neil] is adamant he 
w31 not let Claridge leave on the 
cheap after recalling the 31- 
year-old striker from his loan 
spell at Fratton Part O’Neill 
said: “Portsmouth have made a 
tentative bid but it falls well 
short of our valuation. There are 
many ifs, buts and maybes 

Blackburn Rovers are look- 
ing to increase their capacity at 
Ewood Park to 40,000. Farther 
redevelopment of the stadium 
is planned with a new 15,000- 
seat stand in the pipeline. 

It would mean Rovers de- 
molishing the existing Walker- 
steel Stand which was not part 
of the massive redevelopment 
of Ewood earlier this decade. 

Blackburn are anxious to 


increase their spectator capac- 
ity and their chief executive 
John Wil liams sai± “It is part 
of an overall club plan to keep 
us ahead of the game. We need 
to have a bigger capacity as we 
look to continue to move for- 
ward. We are making moves to 
Increase our supporter base 
outside the direct geographic 
boundaries and the new stand 
is all part and parcel of it.” 

Wolverhampton Wanderers 
yeseterday signed the Rangers 
right-back Stephen Wight on 
loan until the end of the season. 
The 26-year-old. who has two 
full Scottish caps from the ear- 
ly 1990s, goes straight into the 
Wolves tide for today’s First Di- 
vision game at Ipswich. 

Since moving to Ibrax for 
£15m from Aberdeen in 1995, 
Wright has been beset by knee 


injury problems and has bad two 
cruciate operations. 

“I have had a season in 
Rangers' reserves and I am now 
fiC he said “I was sitting at home 
preparing for a reserve game at 
Dunfermline when the call came 
through that Wblves wanted to 
tign me. Tm delighted to be join- 
ing another big dub.” 

The Aston Villa manager 
John Gregory is to offer new 
contracts to his goalkeeper 
Mark Bosnich and the mid- 
fielder Lee Hendrie. 

The Villa striker Savo Milo- 
sevic has been nam ed in Yu- 
goslavia’s squad for their 
friendly with Colombia next 
Wednesday in Bogota. The Tot- 
tenham striker Jflrgen Klins- 
mann has been named in 
Germany’s squad for the friend- 
ly with Brazil on the same day. 



Aaron Lawrence, one of Jamaica's goalkeepers, trains at Ealing, west London, yesterday in preparation for tomorrow’s game against Queen's Park Rangers Phonograph: Peter Jay 

Loftus Road the first stop for Jamaica 


QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS 
and Santos of Brazil have little 
in common, but the)’ will soon 
have had a shared experience. 
Along with sides as diveisc as 
Wales, Saudi Arabia and South 
Korea, they will have met the 
Reggae Boyz of Jamaica on 
the football field and experi- 
enced the hype surrounding 
them off it. 

Since 16 November last year, 
when Jamaica became the first 
English-speaking Caribbean na- 
tion to qualify for the World 
Cup finals (and the island was 
granted a public holiday), the 
Reggae Boyz have become na- 
tional heroes. As they prepare 
to meet Queen's Park Rangers 
tomorrow, and Wales in Cardiff 
next Wednesday, optimism is 
running high. 

“There is a tremendous feel- 
ing in Jamaica. Everyone is 
singing and praying for the 
football team." the president of 
the Jamaican Football Federa- 
tion, Captain Horace Burrell, 
said yesterday at a reception at 
the Jamaican High Commission 


in London. “It has given the 
nation so much hope. They are 
an inspiration to show people 
what they can achieve.” 

There are currently seven 
English-based playets in the 
squad. Darryl Powell, the Der- 
by midfielder, became the lat- 
est addition this week, joining his 
dubmate Dean Burton, Fitzrqy 
Simpson and Paul Hall of 
Portsmouth, Robbie Earle and 
Marcus Gayle of Wimbledon, 
and Frank Sinclair of Chelsea. 

These players may become 
central to the World Cup squad, 
but it was primarily Jamaica- 
based players, spearheaded by 
the forward Andy Williams, 
who did most to secure quali- 
fication over the past two years. 

Questions have been asked 
whether the players' varied ori- 
gins may present difficulties 
come the summer, but Ja- 
maica’s coach, the Brazilian 
Rene Simoes. said last week that 
there was not a problem. “I hold 
discussions with [long-stand- 
ing squad members]) to 
evaluate whether these [over- 


The hype is growing as the pride of the 
Caribbean prepare for their appearance in 
the World Cup. Nick Harris reports 


seas-based] players will fit in 
with the team chemistry while 
they are trying out before invit- 
ing them officially to join the 
squad,” he said. The Simoes ap- 
proach would appear to be 
supported by the fens at home. 
Last month, the English-based 
Deon Burton was voted Ja- 
maica’s Sportsman of the Year. 

The island's previous at- 
tempts to qualify for the World 
Cup were less successful than 
this time. Their first two efforts, 
for the 1966 and 1970 tourna- 
ments, were fruitless. Their* 
ca mpaign running up to 1974 
ended in ignominy after 17 
players were suspended for bad 
behaviour on a tour to Bermu- 
da, and Jamaica withdrew to re- 
structure their side. 

They failed to qualify in 
1978 and did not even attempt 
to get to Spain in 1982 due to 


insufficient funds and a poorly 
prepared Learn. In 1986, they 
were unable to attempt to qual- 
ify because they had failed to 
pay their Fifa affiliation fees, 
and in 1990 and 1994 they were 
simply not good enough. 

Under Simoes, however, 
Jamaica have become the pow- 
erhouse of Caribbean foot- 
ball. In 1996 they were 
awarded Fife’s “Best Mover” 
accolade. In February this year 
they finished a respectable 
fourth in the Gold Cup tour- 
nament, and they currently 
stand at No 33 in the world 
r anking s and fear nobody. 

On their current tour, the 
tikfe wiU play up to L2 games in 
six countries in 10 weeks. Al- 
though their schedule will take 
them as far afield as the Fhr East 
and Iran, it will not be too tax- 
ing, according to officials. 


“Jamaica's situation is unique,” 
Horace Reid, the general sec- 
retary of the JFF, said. The 
players based in Jamaica are not 
playing in top leagues day-to- 
day. and need that experience. 
We need to give the players the 
■yin rimiim exposure possible.” 
He added that the English- 
based players will not be ex- 
pected to play in all the 
warm-up games. 

Whoever eventually repre- 
sents Jamaica in France, 
Bernard Burrell, a London- 
based correspondent for Radio 
Jamaica, says the success of the 
team wiD have repercussions far 
beyond the island. “It’s no 
longer just a Jamaican thing,’’ he 
said. “It goes beyond political 
and cultural boundaries. This is 
a phenomenon.” He added that 
the team have fanatical support 
throughout the Caribbean and 
large fen bases in the United 
States, Britain and Africa. “I’ve 
even had Nigerians coming up 
to me saying that they want to 
see the Jamaica games.” 

The appeal of the side has 


not been lost on the marketing 
men. The team filmed an advert 
for the Jamaican Tburism 
Board Last week which will be 
shown around the world. 
Throughout yesterday’s press 
conference. Captain Burrell re- 
peatedly interrupted to clarify 
who are the Boyz* official spon- 
sors. “Joe Bloggs clothing are 
the official sportswear sponsor,” 
he said. He declined to say how 
much their involvement was 
worth, but £lm has been sug- 
gested by some sources. 

Td just like to clarify that 
Carpor International are the 
official kit sponsors," Burrell 
said later, after being passed a 
note to remind him. Similar 
notes reminded him to mention 
Cable and Wireless, Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and Courts Fur- 
niture. 

The Reggae Boyz’ World 
Cup odyssey is expected to gen- 
erate in excess of £10m for 
football at grass-roots level in Ja- 
maica. That might mean it will 
not take another 32 years before 
they qualify for the World Cup. 
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Injury rules Gallacher out of Scotland squad for warm-up 


By Alan Nixon 

KEVIN GALLACHER wiU 
miss Scotland's World Cup 
warm-up match with Denmark 
because of a nagging stomach 
strain. The Blackburn Rovers 
striker failed a fitness test yes- 
terday and his club manager, 
Roy Hodgson, withdrew the 
Scot from the party to face the 
Danes on Wednesday. 

Instead, Gallacher will be 
working on his fitness at the end 
of a frustrating month in which 
he has also been suspended for 
three games. “I would not do my* 

o 


self any justice for Scotland. I 
would rather stay here and get 
myself fit and be back for the next 
league match,” Gallacher said. 

“\fy stomach is just not right rve 

done a lot of work in training this 
week, maybe too much. I’ve had 
a test but it's not right yet 1 will 
just have to keep working on my 
recovery programme." 

I^lldrk travel to Love Street 
fora First Division match against 
St Mirren today believing they 
can still fulfil their fixtures. It is 
understood they are £Um in 
debt, with the Inland Revenue 
owed £400,000 of that sum and 


it is estimated these debts could 
be rising by around £30,000 a 
mouth. Although the dub can 
expect a financial boost from 
their Scottish Cup semi-final 

app earanftf! against HftflrtSr a liq- 
uidator has been appointed. 

The players have agreed to 
take a 50 per cent cut in pay to 
help ease their financial prob- 
lems. However, to secure their 
long-term safety a new owner is 
now viewed as essential be- 
cause of the dub’s rising debts. 

Wim Jansen, the Celtic head 
coach, is anxious for normal ser- 
vice to be resumed at Aberdeen 


after lecturing his players on the 

lessons they must absorb if they 
warn to lift the tide. Jansen took 
his team aside this week to talk 
through what went wrong last 
Sunday at home to Dundee 
United, when Celtic let a one- 
goal lead slip in reckless pursuit 
of a decisive second strike. 

That meant a chance to 
move seven points clear at the 
top of the Premier Division was 
spumed. Jansen said: ‘Against 
Dundee United we played Very 
well in the first half; but lost our 
shape at times in the second to 
draw 1-1, and we have spoken 


about this problem because it 
is very important for die way we 
want to play.” 

With Eoin Jess bade in form 
and the Scotland squad, Celtic 
will miss the influence of Alan 
Stubbs (groin) at the back on a 
day when defeat, if Rangers 
were to win at home, would 
transform the championship 
picture. 

Rangers recall their31-year- 
old midfielder Ian Dunant to 
the squad that faces St John- 
stone at Ibrax. Whiter Smith’s 
side tie five points adrift of 
Geltie and three behind second- 


placed Hearts. He wiU be able 
to caU on the midfielder Jonas 
Them, who returns from sus- 
pension, but both Paul Gas- 
coigne (ankle and stomach 
injuries) and Brian Laudrup 
(back) will miss the game. 

St Johnstone are chasing 
their first double over Rangers 
in 27 years after winning at Me* 
Diarmid Park earlier in the 
season. But their manager, Paul 
Stuirock, knows they face a 
daunting 90 miauies at JCbiox. 
“Rangers are in. a must-win 
situation so we can expert a 
tough game,” be said. 


SIDELINES 

Blues and Blades 
trade in the black 



THE 

EX-FILES- 


FRED EYRE is the self- 

confessed Manchester City 

“nut" whose devotion sur- 
vived a free transfer after 

he had be “ tb ^J' i ^ t S tc d ay his professional interest 
appren^ but y P sheffiel( , Unte , 

s? .Jem 

“J?"® book hilariously chron- 

ided the life and times of a failed foolb^er(20-odd dubs 
but only one League appearance, for Bradford Park Av- 

of Unhed could 

help to counter Eyre’s reports. Barely a month after be 
gaws up coaching them to become Joe Royle s No - a 
Qty, the Scot followed Joe Mercer ^Howard ItendaU 
in being involved in the management of both chibs. KendaU, 
coiSmtally, left each of them for Everton, where his 
deputy is another who served Blues and Blades alike, 

Adrian Heath. „ „ 

David White and Michel \fonk. once Heath s colleagues 
at Maine Road, are now on the Bramall Lane bools, while 
Paul Beesley (currently on loan to West Bromwich) made 
the reverse trip. Others who played for both clubs include 
Brian Gayle, Jamie Hoyland, Carl Bradshaw. Alan Harp- 
er, Ken McNaught, Simon Tracey and the striker whose 
misheard surname sparked a craze among City fans for 
for waving blow-up bananas, Imre Vhradi. 


Ten things 
that 
Forest's 
Dutchman 
Pierre van 
Hooijdonk 
might be 
missing 
today 


I . BQring to work. The 
Netherlands has more cy- 
cle paths per square mile 
than any other European 
country. 

' 2 The cafe society of Am- 
sterdam, although it has 
been said that a bad af- 
ternoon, at the- City 
Ground is sim3ar to an af- 
ternoon in a coffee shop. 
Both render you strange- 
fy numbed and crying with 
hysterical laughter. 

3A night in the Leidse- 
plexn entertainment dis- 
trict of Amsterdam. Safer 
and less seedy than a Sat-, 
urday in Nottingham. 

4 Windmills. 



5 The Alkmaar cheese 
market on Fridays. 

6 TUlips. 

7 The world's hugest gar- 
den, at Keukenhof. Like 
Forest, its beauty is said to 
bean enigma. Unlike For- 
est, it attracts 800,000 in 
the eight weeks per year 
that it is open. 

8 Pottering around in 
Delft borne of the Nether- 
land’s china industry. 

9 Liberalism. 

10 Dykes. Forest may 
find one useful If they re- 
turn lo the Premiership 
and want to avoid shipping 
goals and going straight 
backdown a gain. 



NAME OF THE GAME 

No 27: THE GABLE END1ES 


Few clubs have a nickname as unlikely as Montrose's, but 
the derivation of the name is less than romantic. The Scot- 
tish Third Division dub are so called because of a style of 
house building popular in the town. 
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HISTORY 

LESSON 


When England play Switzer- 
land in a friendly international 


On 22 March last year. Sun- j 
deriand met Nottingham •: 

Forest The match finished i 
1-L leaving Forest I9th in ! 
the Premiership and Sun- ■ 
deriand three places higher. ! 

While the sides were i 
both happy to have come ! 
away with a point, they were I 
envious of their then fellow j 
stragglers (and current fel- ; 
low high-flyers) Middles- \ 
brough, who bear. Chelsea j 
1-0 to take all three points I 
in their game and move i 
dear of the relegation zone. = 

Chelsea, who meet Boro ! 
in the Coca-Cola Cup final j 
next week, may take heed ; 
from another event this j 
week last year. Liverpool I 
reached the semi-final of I 
the Cup-Winners’ Cup. “Liv- : 

erpod back in the European | 
big time,” said one headline, ! 
somewhat prematurely. 

Transfers mtaartuefc{tarwa«fl Oldham to Pty- 

M^SwdhtttaoaflaiepaOEwr^ LMngston 

G®nQhara Botwto W Mh w ffc (defondarl Matt- 

RanBe " 

SvL*”** WBfcnd *> R angwa to 

i RM^ngnmi (detondar) Mancdieaa 

PhlH^a (fayard) Manchaaar 

Sj»v» Tlitni (defBftder) Vbrv to 

gpHT." 


next week It wiU be their first 
visit to Berne for 44 years. 

The last time the two 
sides met in the Wankdorf 
Stadium was in the 1954 
World Cup. It was E nglan d’s 
second pool game, following 
a 4-4 draw with Belgium, and 
a 2r0 victory over the home 
tide guaranteed a place in the 
quarter-finals (in which Eng- 
land lost 4-2 to Uruguay). 

One lesson Glenn Hod- 
dle might like to draw from 
the 1954 game is that losing 
players through injury or Al- 
ness need not be a bad thing 
Stanley Matthews and Nat 
Lofthouse had to puli out on 
that occasion but their re- 
placements, the Wolves pair 
of Jimmy Mullen and Den- 
nis Wilshaw, went on to 
score England’s two goals. 


tnfasssaantf 
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Chelsea to face 
Italian challenge 


^Catherine Riley 

CHELSEA, England's sole rep. 
reseotatives in Europe follow- 
ing the exits of Aston VOJa and 
Manchester United earlier this 
week, have been drawn against 
Vicenza in the semi-finals of the 
European Cup- Winners’ Cup. 

Following a nervous start to 
Thursday’s quaner-final sec- 
* ond leg, Chelsea completed a 
5-2 aggregate victory ag a i n st 
Real Beds. Their next opponents 
were in even more impressive 
scoring form, beating the Dutch 
side Rada JC Kerfaade 5-1 on 
the night, 9-1 on aggregate. 

However, despite that per- 
formance, the Italian side are 
struggling in the bottom half of 
SerieA, which has given Chelsea 
hope of reaching their first Eu- 
ropean final for 27 years. 

The Chelsea player-coach, 
Gianluca Vialli, was delighted 
after his side avoided the 
favourites, Vffi Stuttgart, who 
must play Lokomotiv Moscow, 
£l but said: "Whoever we drew in 
the semi-finals was going to be 
very tough. It’s a lottery really. 

"Vicenza are not doing very 
well in the league, but that's be- 
cause Tm sure they’ve been con- 
centrating on European 
competition. They have no su- 
perstars, nobody in the Italian 
national team, but they’re a 
team who play for each other. 
I've played against Vicenza 
many times over many years - 
first of all in the lower division 
when I was with Cremonese. 

“It’s going to be very inter- 
esting going there now with 


three Italians in oar side. I 
know their manager quite well 


“Their ground is quite rig ht 
and the crowd are close to the 
pitch, a bit tike an English sta- 
dium. And Tm not so sure it is 
best for us to play away fist/ 
"So long as we go there and 
play positively and don’t make 
too many silly mistake we can 
do it. But we can’t play for 0-0 


European Cup 
Semi-finals 

Jwentu* (h) v Monaco (Fr) 

Real Madrid (Sp) v Barussh Donmmd 

first leg f Afvi second tef 15 Apri 

Cup-Winners’ Cup 
Semi-finals 

Vicenza (h) v Chebea (Enf) - 
V» Soicmn IGer) t Lokomotiv 
Moscow (Ros) 

fititt kg 2 April secatd leg 16 Apri 
Uefa Cup 
Semi-finals 

Adeoco Madrid (Sp) v Lazio (h) 
Imemazionale (h) v Spartak Moscow 
(Rus) 

First teg 31 March, second kg H Aprf 


in the away leg. We are not very 
good at that, it seems. 

"And in any case, it is dan- 
gerous to tty to play for 0-0. It 
can make the home leg very 
tense and 1 believe it is better 
to risk a few mistakes in the first 
leg by trying to score goals In- 
stead of leaving everything up 
to the home game.” 

Vicenza's next two Safe A 
games are against Roma at 
home tomorrow and away to 
Milan the following Saturday, 
and Vialli will send two of his 


coaching staff, Graham Rix 
and Eddie Niedzwiecki, and 
also his assistant manager Gayn 
Williams to spy on them while 
he concentrates on next Sun- 
day’s Coca-Cola Cup final 
against Middlesbrough. 

■ In the draw for the semi- 
finals of the European Qip, last 
season's finalists Inventus and 
Borossa Dortmund remained cm 
course for a rematch in the final 

Dortmund, who beat the 
Italian champions Juventns 
3-1 in last year’s final in Munich, 
will face Real Madrid, while 
June, bidding for their third suc- 
cessive final, were drawn 
against Monaco, who ousted 
Manchester United on the away 
goals rule at Old Trafford. 

For Monaco, the only dub 

left in the competition never To 
have won the title - or any Eu- 
ropean competition - the draw 
was not what they wanted. 

"This is die most difficult 
draw that that could have hap- 
pened to us,” their technical di- 
rector, Henri BJencberi, said. 

“Everyone wanted to play us, bur 
we drew United and we are still 
here. All the teams have won 
many titles and we've won noth- 
ing up to now, so we just have 
to work with what we have.” 

In the Uefa Cup, lawn and 
Tntema pinnule »kn avoided ntrh 
other, raising the possibility of an 
all-Italian final and an Italian 
dean sweep in all three compe- 
titions. Inter, last season’s losing 
Uefa Cop finalists, will play 
Spartak Moscow, While Lazio 
drew Alietico Madrid, the con- 
querors of Aston ViHa. 


ftiiu ftiouauba... 



How Premiership 
teams play the 14-man game 

Bwbhiwj aeatetefeven? Not any more. Eversince Kefth Peacock came cm 
,is ihetifst Footbtf League substitute for Chariton against Bolton in 1965, the 
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■ 

‘ 
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r 



Wednsstfey, Tottenham, Southampton and Barnsley have used fteirfufl 
comptanerittri 14 pfeyimi teat least traffic 
Covanti/sGo^ who has used al three of his substitutes onty 
Mar. 

Andy Liddell (pfctered) e the player most used to having a WH»ft rate. 

He has made 23 Pramiaship appearances tor Barnsley this 
season but has awnpWBd 90 miniies on only three occasions. 

He has been substituted ID times and has come on as 
aAstftiite10tlm®.Laawedc he surpassed himself by 
. cominB on 6i toe first half against Southampton and 
than making way lor anotoer substitute in the second 
has. 

Only Sheffield Wednesday use more snbsfitifas than 
Barnsley. Wednesday have used exactly twice as 


The 14 -man game 


How Premiership clubs use substitutes 



Southampton's Man Le Ussier, who has 
been substituted 13 times tills season.® 

Is player most: Scaly not JO finish a same, 
wttie Chelsea's Tore Andre Ro, with 15 

appearances, is the most used substitute 

Wimbledon's Andy Claries has tt» 
distinction of Wng the most used 

substitute in Premiership football history, 
having come off the bench a renwteWeBS 
times. Manchester Unteffs Brian McCtair. 
with 54, Is the only other Premiership pteyer 
- to have chalked up a half century of 
Premiership substitute appearances. 


Statistics: Brian Sear 


No resolution of World Cup tickets dispute 


^ THE European Commission 
said yesterday that it had still not 
yet received any new proposals 
from the organisers of the 
World Cup about making the 
remaining tickets for this year’s 
finals available outside France. 

“There is no reply yet from 
CFO [the organising commit- 
tee] I'm afraid,” a commission 
spokesman said. 

The commission wants the . 
small amount .of tickets left - . 


the CFO offered foreign fed- 
erations only 50,000 tickets. 

The French sports minister, 
Marie-Geoige Buffet, said last 
week it was "quite unaccept- 
able” that Fiance should have 
to mak e all remaining tickets 
available to foreigners as the 
event bad been paid for partly 
with French taxpayers’ money. 

However, the Commission 
has faken the .view Jhat the sales 
““ p abuse of 
ion and i 
between EU 


nationals - both offences under 
European law.. 

A meeting between the CFO 
and the European competition 
tY OTmifgrirm er, garni Van Mfert, 

failed to to find a resolution, al- 
though the commission is still 
hopeful the CFO wfll make 
last-minute proposals. The 
commission has warned that if 
a solutiOT is not found itwill ini- 
tiate formal proceedings against 
France which could culminate 
a foie, of well over ly per 
cent ot World Cup revenue: 


Club 


Barnsley 

ToCWh#- 

Southampton 

Derby 

ftwteo' 

C Palace 


■' 30 

29 

30 

Mm. 

29 

3D* 


Humber 
of sate 

74 ' 

70 
72 

71 
61 
63 
65 


Average 

sute/game 

W7 

2.41 

ZM 

2J37 

2.W . 

2.17 

2.17 


Tiaras an 
terse subs 
used 
17 . 

15 

16 
15 
10 - 
12 
12 


Super subs 


Tbe most used substitutes 

Andy (totefWrrtbtedoo). 68 

Brian McQar (Man Utd) 54 

Graham Potion (Leicester} .44 

-.and season by season 

1992- 93 Stuart Bartow (Everton) 18 

1993- 94 Stuart Bartow (Everton) , 1G 

Alex Mathie (Newcastle) 16 

1994- 95 . Gonton Watson (Sheff.W&d) IB 

1995- 96 Jon Goodman (VWmWedon) 18 

1996- 97 Pad Simpson (Derby) 19 


Man Utd 


Blackburn 

WmMedQD: 

Liverpool 

^tewfcflie 7 , 

Coventry 


West Ham 


'30 

63 

2.10 

11 

W % 

. . 59 : ' 

.2.03 

7 

31 

62 

2.00 

12 


• 59 

: '1.97 
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29 

57 
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8 

>•'-28:.'- 

• so *:•:••• 

■y'^vra 

7 

io 

49 
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1.45 
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1.40 
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Changing faces 


Number ot players used by Premiershii 
teams this season 

Everton ■ 

Crystal Palace 
Sheffield Wednesd 
Southampton 
Tottenham 
West Ham 
Arsenal 
Bamstey 
.Chelsea 
Coventry 


33 

Deity 

26 

37 Dundm UM v Hoatis 

32 

Manchester Unted 

26 

38 Hbemlaii v Motfwwal 

31 

Newcastle 

26 

38 tonamock n Qnttanrina 

29 

Bolton 

25 

40 Rangers * Si Johnson 

28 

27 

Liverpool 

Wimbledon 

24 

24 

First Division 

26 

Blackburn 

23 

41 AJidrie w S tiring Afcton 

26 

Leicester 

22 

- Hampton v Dutoee pXJ) 

26 

Aston VBa 

21 

42 Morion v Parti* .................... — 

26 

Leeds 

21 

43 Raith »/yr 


Bit-part roles 


The men who regularly play less than 90 minutes 

Hub 


Arsenal 


Most used Most 
sahstitutes . .. substituted 
players 

Partourll 
-• UddenTO 

f V 

Rlpleyll 



dub 

Most used 

Most 

Club 

Most used 

Most 


substitetes 

sitestituted 


substitutes 

sotefitoted 



players 



players 

C Palace 

srapperieyB 


Liverpool 

Sager 14 

Riede7 



-Dyer 11 

Man Utd 

McOar9 : 

SduleslO 

toby ’ 

• * • T . -i - TV *i. 

DPovwfflIO 


Newcastle 

KetsbahIO 

TomassonS 


'.;Haarw i2 

Staff Wed 

Colons 11 

PamtaldgeK 

Ewton 

Osterll • 

Cadanarteri8 

Southampton WlBams 14 

Le Tissler 13 

-V 

7 *^, t4 


»8 : 

Tottenham 

DmrBnguez9 

€fntfa7 

Lricestef. 

FBrtonlO 

ClaridgB8 

West Ham 

Potts7 

Berkov)c7 


Postal 10 








53 




Gaytell 
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Major weekend 
fixtures and 
pools check 

3jD unten noted 

today 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

1 phringham v Nattm Fores 

2 Buy v Oxford Utd 

3 Cram v Chariton. 


« lp®richvWr*i8s 

5 fctert Ctty v Sheffield Utd .... 
e HHtSnavHuddasneld — 

7 Stoke cay V OPR.... 

8 Suxteriand vRonsmoutti 

9 Swindon v Stockport— 

10 Itanmerev Bradford 

11 VMm Brom v Port Vale 


Second Dhrtston 

12 ptadcpooi v Gingham .... 

13 Brentford v Northampton.. 

14 Srtaol Rcmra v Preston .. 

15 ChBStarfUd v Carteto 

18 Luton v Qftnsby - 

17 MOwalv Burnley 

18 OWham v Vttettard 

19 Plymouth v Bristol &y — . 

20 Southend v Bournemouth 

21 WUsalvWIgan 

22 Wrexham v Wycombe . — 

23 York v RjVutm 


Third Division 

24 Brighton v Cambridge — 

25 Doncastorv Lincoln 

28 HuIvCaniff 


27 Layton Orient v Oertn g ton 

28 MaecttirMW v Shrewflaury 

29 ManoAoU v Exeter 

30 Notts County v Colchester 

31 Peterborough v Chester 

32 Rochdale v Hartlepool 

33 Scunthorpe v Rother ha m . 

34 Swansea v Scarborough... 

33 Tbrquay v Barnet 

Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 
38 Abertteenv Celtic 


44 St Mmsn v Fnfcrk 
Second Division 

45 Bedhn v Ctyde 

46 Inuenwss CT v Queen of Bth 

47 Livingston v East file 

48StBnhousamWvChd4bBnk 

49 StranoBr v Forfar 


TWrd Division 

-Aloe v Alston Rovers 

- Berwick v Hoes County 

-Cowdenbeath v Oueenk Park . 

- Dumbarton v Abroolh 

- Montrose v East S&ing 

TOMORROW 
Ng&lMffe League 

mm m m » ■ rwfchw-. 


Police on alert as Iranians 
take to the road in 



Iran 


IRAN this week became the 
first of the World Cup final- 
ists to arrive in France for a 
tour of the country which will 
host the tournament 

The Iranians have em- 
barked on a three-match tour 
against opponents from the 
French First Division. Tbe 
aim is to help the players be- 
come used to playing in 
France; results are of sec- 
ondary importance. 

Tbe first game of their 
trip, on Tbesday, resulted in a 
1-0 loss to Guingamp. “The 
defence stayed back too 
much." Tomislav I vie, Iran’s 
Croatian coach, who was once 
in charge of Paris St- Germain, 
said. “You can't win if you 
don’t take risks. But these 
players have talent and west® 
have three months in which to 
improve." The Iranians were 
due to play Nantes last night 
and finish with a match in 
Montpellier on Tuesday. 

The presence of the Irani- 
ans has also provided some 

useful practice in surveillance 
measures for the crack French 

pt^ce force RAID (Researeh, 
Assistance, Intervention, Dis- 
suasion). “For us it’s a dtance 

to hang around and test our 
mechanisms before the fi- 
nals," their commander. Lore 
Janot, said. 
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dudes a co mmi tment to spend 
at least £6m on players to help 
Fterencvaros qualify for the 
Champions’ League. 

The Hungarian dub have 
also received investment 
proposals from both the 
Canadian-based internation- 
al Management Group and 
frem the Ritisb-based English 
National Investment Compa- 


ny, which also has controlling 
interests in Slavia Prague, 
A FTC Athens and the I talian 
dub, Vicenza. 

The removal of Slavia and 
AEK from the Cup- Winners’ 
Cup on Thursday means that 
Uefa, European football’s rul- 
ing body, has avoided what 
would have been a very tricky 
problem. If tbe Czech and 
Greek sides had won their 
quarter-final ties, every semi- 
finalist apart from Cbelsea 
would have been controlled by 
the same company. 

United States 

LAST weekend’s opening fix- 
ture of tbe new Major League 
Soccer season was an uncom- 
fortable experience for Jaime 
Moreno, the Bolivian in- 
ternational forward who has 
bad two spells with Middles- 
brough. 

Moreno, who plays for 
Washington DC United and 
was the league’s top scorer last 
year, was sent off after just 28 
minutes of the encounter with 
Miami Fusion for a retaliato- 
ry foul oh the Miami defend- 
er Qe Kooiman. 
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Moreno should have 
known better than to tangle 
with Kooiman. After the 
rugged US international cen- 
tre-half had committed his 
first offence in the opening 
seconds of the game, tbe com- 
mentator employed by the 
television network ESPN glee- 
fully announced: “Kooiman 
has committed more fools 
than any other player in Ma- 
jor League Soccer history! 14 

Despite being short-staffed 
for over an hour, a Washing- 
ton side including John Har- 
kes and Roy Wegerie gained 
a 2-0 win over Miami, who are 
in their first MLS season and 
fielded tbe Colombian play- 
maker Caries Wderrama- 
- Miami could not afford to 
play in the city’s famous Or- 
ange Bowl stadium, so they 
stage their home games at 
Lockhart stadium in nearby 
Fort Lauderdale. They en- 
tertain the league’s other new- 
comers, Chicago Fire, there 
to nigh t 

Vietnam 

IN the sporting arena, if not 
elsewhere, the Vietnamese 
police do not exactly have an 
unblemished reputation. 

The newspaper Nguoi Lao 
reported yesterday that 
the football federation in 
Hanoi is seeking to suspend 
five coaches following allega- 
tions of match-fixing in last 
year’s national championship. 
No fewer than three are from 
police teams, Hanoi, 
Haiphong and Ho Chi Minh 
Gty. The federation Is also 
seeking a lifetime ban on. the 
captains of the Hanoi police 
team and the Ho Chi Minh 
City Customs side. 

Media reports have Said at 
least 74 managers and players 
were involved in fixing match- 
es in the J997 season. All but 
one of the 12 teams in the 
league were implicated. 
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Coaching overhaul means end of era 


Glenn Moore 

goes back to the 
classroom where a 
revolution in English 
football is taking place 

IT WAS long ago, Bobby Moore was 
s till playing for fngfan J and die Bay 
City Rollers singing for Scotland. I 
had just turned 10 and was about to 
play on a full-sized football pitch for 
the first time. 

It is not an experience you forget 
the pitch seemed vast but Mr 
Hawkins, who “coached" the school 
football team, knew how to stop us 
running after the ball in a pack. 
“Your dad was a right-back, so you 
play there. Stay on that ride and don't 
cross the half-way line.” 

That memory came back this 
week as the Englis h Schools FA 
lamented the end of an era. The vic- 
tory over Brazil last Saturday was the 
last Wembley international to be run 
by the blazers and mortar boards. 
Now the professionals, led by 
Howard Wilkinson, the FA’s Tech- 
nical Director, will be in charge of 
youth development. 

The change is pari of a revolution 
in English coaching as outlined in 
Wilkinson's Charter for Quality. 
Among the most significant measures 
is a belated overhaul of the coach- 
rag system to ensure well-meaning 

amateurs will not be replaced by un- 
suitable professionals. 

TVvo years ago I took the FA Pre- 
liminary Coaching Badge, the lower 
der qualification. A 30-hour course 
spent entirely on the training pitch - 
apart from a baric examination on tbe 
laws of the game - it was interesting 
and instructive but fundamentally 
flawed. There was no mention of nu- 
trition , physiology, sports medicine, 
injuries, warm-ups or warm-downs. 
Those who passed were unleashed on 
players with no further supervision 
and no requirement to keep their 
knowledge up to date. 

The course was at least 25 years 
old and it showed. Glenn Hoddle bad 
not bothered doing it, or the full 
badge, the upper qualification, nor 
had many other managers from 
park to Premiership. 

Last month I took the Prelim’s re- 
placement, tbe E\ coaching certificate. 
Costing £90 h was designed in accor- 
dance^ withUefa guidelines and in con- 
junction with the Professional 
Footballers’ Association and Lough- 
borough University. It was launched 
amid fanfare by the likes of Alex Fer- 
guson and Steve Heighway last au- 
tumn, but would it be any better? 

Early indications were not 
promising. At around 9am one Mon- 
day just over 30 of us wandered into 
the University of London's playing 
fields near Wimbledon and were 
asked to squeeze into a classroom 



Glenn Moore, the Independent’s football correspondent, holds forth during his course for the FA coaching certificate at Wimbledon last month 


reminiscent of Tbm Brown's school- 
days. There was a blackboard but not 
enough desks. We gazed wistfully at 
the pitches outride. A dated Charles 
Hughes coaching book was passed 
around. This was tbe new, singing- 
and-dancing “modern" course? 

It was. For the next 75 minutes 
we talked about preparation: how to 
set up a session, the equipment re- 
quired, aspects of health and safe- 
ty, warming-up, cooling-down. It 
was mostly common sense -making 
sure you had contact numbers for 
players’ next-of-kin and knew where 
a phone was; diecking for things like 
broken glass that might cause injury 
- but it needed to be known. 

The classroom work, done by in 
groups and general debate, not lec- 
tures, also broke the ice before we 
headed for the pitches. We were aged 
20-45 but mainly in our 30s, all male 
except Michelle, a teacher, and in- 
cluded students of West Indian, 


middle-eastern and Asian descent. 

I had been worried about the dif- 
ficulty of fitting the course around 
work - it was the week Frank ftari r 
was sacked and Gianluca Vlafli held 
bis first press conference - but my con- 
cerns were put in perspective by Stu- 
art. A member of the RAF, he was on 
standby to go to the Gulf - several 
dose colleagues were already there. 

There were other mOitaiy person- 
nel, several teachers (it was half-term), 
a hairdresser, a sports masseur, a sur- 
vqior, a shipping importer and recently 
graduated students. 

Motives varied. Two already 
coached professionally, at Fulham and 
Watford, but wanted to expand their 
knowledge and gain die formal qual- 
ification. Stuart, who was coming out 
of the RAF, was one of several who 
wanted to work in America at sum- 
mer camps. Des and Andy, a father 
and son, intended to open a football 
school. Imad, the masseur, wanted an- 


other string to his bow when work- 
ing with dubs. “Badger" had been 
asked to coadi his nephew’s team and 
felt he ought to do it properly. 

He was not alone. One encour- 
aging aspect for Wilkinson’s reform 
was the number of students who 
coached local youth or boys’ teams 
and wanted to be better qualified. “It 
used to be rare," said Mark, who ran 
an under-12 side, “but now most ju- 
nior team managers have qualifica- 
tions.” 

Most courses are at weekends, 
this was Monday to Friday, 930 till 
about 430, 50 hours in total, plus an 
evening studying the laws and an- 
other doing first aid. The Surrey FA 
had already hdd one such course and 
suffered a considerable drop-out 
The bold response was to run two 
courses alongside each other, one 
taken by county coach Keith Boanas, 
the other by Kenny Bremner, who 
was on Fulham’s youth coaching 


s taff. Both had been decent non- 
league players. 

The paperwork went on to in- 
clude attitudes and ethics, physiol- 
ogy, overuse injuries, how to spot and 
guard agains t child ahnse, nutrition, 
and further advice on the mechan- 
ics of coaching. The Haghes book 
was used for its training routine, his 
“direct-play” (old-style Wimbledon) 
philosophy was not mentioned. 

The practical aspect is largely un- 
changed but there was a greater em- 
phasis on coaching us to coach.' We 
were alternately taught a techaxjHfc 
or aspect of the game -such as turn- 
ing with the ball, or winning the ball 
back in a small-sided game - then 
asked to demonstrate how we would 
coach it Playing abilities varied, a 
couple of players struggled to cope, 
at the other end of the scale a few 
topped up their regular wages play- 
ing non-League on Saturdays. 

On the old course you were 


judged at the end of tbe practical on 
your three topics. How you go away 
and do 16 hours recorded coaching, 
half with adults, half with kith, then 
come back to be assessed on two fur- 
ther topics. Only then can you pass. 

Our reassessments in May but one 
problem is doing the coaching. It is a 
sensible idea but not everyone has ac- 
cess to teams and this is a major rea- 
son why people do not come back to 
complete the course. One student said 
he -had- arranged, beforehand, to 
vtork with a top Ryman League team 
bt&now that he realised bow difficult 
it was he no longer feuded the idea. 

Those wbo pass -and failures can 
be reassessed without having to do 
the whole course again - can go on 
to do the Coaching Licence, and the 
Advanced Coaching Licence. These 
two are equivalent to Uefe awards 
and without the latter you cannot 
coach the likes of Juventus or Ajax. 
They are among the very few pan- 


Vase candidates seek respect 
and a happy day at Wembley 


THE prospect of being 90 
minutes (plus a replay and 
penalty shoot-out. if the quar- 
ter- finals are any benchmark) 
from Wembley is doubtless 
preoccupying fens in Wolver- 
hampton. half of Sheffield, 
north London (N5) and. to a 
lesser degree, in Newcastle 
(where they have less salubri- 
ous matters on their minds). 

But it has become nothing 
short of an obsession down in 
the West Country, and espe- 
cially in the Potteries town of 
Kidsgrovc and in tiny Tow 
Law in County Durham, a 
town put on the map by Chris 
Waddle, who famously com- 
bined skinning sausages with 
skinning defenders while play- 
ing for the Northern League 
club before swapping their 
black and white stripes for a 
more famous variety. 

After all. Arsenal {12 vis- 
its). Newcastle (II), Wolves 
(8) and Sheffield United (6) 
all know what the inside of 
Wembley looks like, whereas 
Taunton Town. Tiverton 
Town, Kidsgrovc Athletic and 
Tow Law Town, who contest 
the second leg; of their FA 
Carlsberg Vase semi-finals 
thk afternoon, have just two 
visits to the Twin Tbwers be- 
tween them: Tiverton con- 
tested tbe Vase final in 1993, 
Thunion the following year. 

The Tow Law secretary 
Bernard Eairbaim, whose as- 
sociation with the dub goes 
back 37 years, admits: “We’re 
trying to keep our feet on the 
ground, but of course we’re 
emoted. Tow Law’s population 
is only around 2,000, but 
we’re expecting a crowd of 
1,000-pIus for this game.” 


Apparently, they are “con- 
fident, but not over-confi- 
dent" of winning their second 
leg against Taunton after re- 
turning from the West Coun- 
try with a 4-4 draw. Ominously 
for Taunton, three of Tow 
Law’s defenders were on the 
mark. “We’ll be looking for 
our forwards to do something 
this time.” admits Fairbairn. 

Taunton, however, boast 
31 -goal striker Mark Cutler 
(who scored a brace in the first 
leg), the best record of any 
side in the 



competition 
(a 7S.26 per 
cent success 
rate) and. ac- 
cording to 
press reports, 
they fancy 
themselves a 
bit away from 
home, too. 

But 

Thunton’s 
biggest spur 
is probably 
the 2-0 ad- 
vantage Tiv- 
erton hold 
from their 

against Kid^ TWIN TOWERS 

grove. Thun- 

ton and Tiverton are currently 
battling it out at tbe top of the 
Screwfix Direct Western 
League -Thun ton have led for 
the best part of the season but 
Tiverton, with two games in 
hand, have caught up - and 
are also on course to meet In 
the semi-finals of iheir 
Leaguc Cup. 

The prospect of these arch 

rivals meeting in the Vhse final 
isa mouthwatering crae. at kast 
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for Wfest Country football fens. 
As the Taunton chairman Tom 
Harris admits: “It would be a 
real fillip for the West Country 
were both teams to reach Wan- 
Hey. There were 14,500 there 
wbeo we kwt to Diss Town, and 
they’re from East Angjo. Heav- 
en knows bow many would turn 
up for a local derby.” 

But Tiverton have stiD to 
overcome Kidsgrovc wbo, like 
Manchester United, appear to 
hove peaked too early this sea- 
son: favourites to win North- 

West Counties 

League Division 
One, they have 
slipped up in re- 
cent weeks. 
However, the 
FA Vase is no 
different to any 
other cup com- 
petition in that 
league form 
counts for noth- 
ing. and the 
Tiverton man- 
ager, Martyn 
Rogers, who de- 
scribed the first 
leg as a “hard- 
fought, close en- 
counter in which 
we took our 
chances and 
they didn’t take theirs" expects 
a similar tussle in the second kg. 

“Even though we lost in 
1993 it was one of the best 
days in this dub’s history," says 
Rogers. “This time we want to 
gp to Wembley and win." 

Not to mention, of course, 
pick up the £14,100 cheque 
Carlsberg will present to the 
winners, a huge carrot for 
non-League dubs of this size. 
The players, too, are on win 


bonuses, although not big 
ones. Because, according to 
Tony Williams, editor of non- 
League magazine Team Talk: 
“Most of the players at this 
level view their football as a 
glorified hobby. They are lo- 
cal lads who have good jobs 
and choose not to play pro- 
fessionally. They are essen- 
tially big fish in a little pool, 
and they like it like that-” 

That is not to say that it 
does not infuriate Williams 
that football at this level 
“doesn’t get the respect it de- 
serves. Many of these dubs get 
better crowds than Scottish 
Second and Third Divisions 
clubs (Taunton had 1,569 
against Tbw Law, while Twer- 
tan had 1,885 against K3ds- 
grove) but still get little or no 
press coverage." 

Yet the interest is undeni- 
ably there: evidence of that 
comes in the form of the 
hugely popular non-League 
equivalent to Rothmans, the 
Non-League Directory, which 
has featured in the sports 
best-seller lists since its launch 
20 years ago. 

Its biggest fan is the as- 
trologer and television pre- 
senter Russell Grant, a 
passionate fen of Hillingdon 
Borough of the Spartan South 
Midlands League, who have 
never won the Vase in its 24- 
year history (it replaced the 
Amateur Cup in 1974). 

Grant will inevitably be at 
Wembley on 9 May for the fi- 
nal. but he will sot be con- 
sulting planetary aspects to 
predict the winner. The only 
stars that wfl] have a bearing 
on tbe outcome of that game 
will be those on the pitch. 


Tyneside’s royals will be quickly forgotten 


TYNESIDE wfll begin the 
new millennium with some- 
thing of its own constitution- 
al crisis. The Halls, the royal 
family Newcastle never 
thought they needed but 
whose patriarch assumed 
monarchical status through a 
knack for identifying and then 
regenerating key pastimes on 
various neglected soils on tbe 
banks of the Tyne, now have 
the problem of having no 
credible accessor to the 
throne of their Wynyard es- 
tate. 

Douglas Hall, the dis- 
graced Prince and heir to 
everything he can see from his 
bedroom window (and prob- 
ably all he can see from the 
window of whoever^ bed- 
room be just so happens to be 
in), was never likely to be hdd 
in the same esteem as his fa- 
ther, but it now seems he will 
never assume the same unof- 
ficial title. After last weekends 
headlines, he has apparently 
gone into hiding. 

Freddie Shepherd, his best 
mate, can never hope to main- 
tain such a low profile, his 
larger-than-life presence - 
symbolised by the giant sign 


which advertises his scrap 
metal business- will sorely al- 
ways be apparent to the riti- 
zens of Newcastle. 

Freddie has always been 
considered one of us. Having 
stood on the terraces, be has 
the only essential quality re- 
quired for a credible board 
member. As a result he has 
endured the same torment 

that we all 

shared for so 
long. Having 
witnessed the 
same misery 
and sorrow, he 
could be for- 
given for the 
occasional de- 
sire for light re- 
lief, as I'm sure 1 
Mrs Shepherd will agree. 

Perhaps Douglas and 
Freddie do deserve our com- 
passion and unders tanding. In 
what has been aveiy dull sea- 
son, they made an admirable 
attempt to resurrect the ex- 
citement of the Keegan era 
and its “cavalier" approach. 
With a simple mission - let 
your opponent score as often 
as they like, as long as you 
score more - they have ap- 
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parentiy travelled the world 
giving it their best shot And 
let’s fece it, they had more suo- 
cess in Europe with the “you 
can have four if I get five” ap- 
proach than Newcastle ever 
did. 

And, after alL a board- 
room trying to buy success is 
not a new thing. This is not 
the first time our chib’s up- 
per hierarchy 
has paid out a 
lot of money 
for a few 
clapped out 
old donkeys 
who put in a 
few mediocre 

perfarmani-iK 

stroke it 

around a bit 

and show a couple of good 
touches, only to get on the 
wrong end of a good thrash- 
ing. But at least they used to 
let me watch. 

However calls to Sack 
The Board have come fer too 
late, as apparently the girls 
of Marbella’s brothels have 
already sacked them many 
times. 

So even if we do find it 
hard to accept the derisory 


oomraenrs that allegedly came 
from a member of die region’s 
most regal family, I suspect 
the Geordienationais of the 
next millennium will realise 
they never really wanted a 
monarchy anyway, and Dou- 
glas will be quickly forgotten. 

Then we wiQ relish the 
opening of Vfynyard Hall to 
tiie public, tbe ride on the 
monorail to the grand houses 
of the estate where men in pe- 
riod costume will perform au- 
thentic scenes of life in the 
Shearer and Keegan house- 
holds, and to the gift-shop, and 
the opportunity to buy portrail- 
adorned Do niton and tea- 
towels —each one hand-made 
in Asia for less than a fiver. 

And I look forward to say- 
ing to my sons as we drive fur- 
ther up the A1 for the 
■Vfcuxhall Conference derby 
clash with Gateshead, “and 
that, bonny lad, is the ironi- 
cally titled Angel of the North 
- a giant public monument 
made oat of rusting scrap 
metal, erected at the end of 
the last century to commem- 
orate the time that Freddie 
Shepherd was strung up by the 
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European qualifications in any area 
of employment and, in time, will be 
requii^ to coach m tbe Premiership. 

None of ray group will reach such 
heights but all appeared to enjoy and 
benefit from the week. The course is 
a agnificam advance and roost coach- 
ing professionals support iL It is also 
very hard work and there were a lot 
of tired limbs by Friday nigbt. 

However Dave Bromley, Surrey’s 
coaching secretary, noted: ‘Tbepeo- 
' pie who do it are the converted, the 

ones pupated tO tnalty- a raramllmrauf 

mSfrae/asd stforiey vrbe> oneswfeo f,\ 
need the course, the parents who stand 
on the touchline and shout ‘don’t take 
if . As Barrie Williams, the former Sut- 
ton United manager who beat Coven- 
try in the FA Cup, used to say, there 
are three thing; every bloke thinks he 
knows all about, how to drive, how to 
make love and how to play footbafl.” 

As Meadoaf said, two out of three 
ain't bad. 
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* m sti ll top dog at Sludgethorpe and not eating humble paella 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


^HAT an escape: saved by a 
prawn. I stfli can’t believe how ■ 

lucky i was. There I sat, in the 
Marbefla C3nb with Freddie 
aud Doug, having an early 
evening beer « two and chat- 
ting to a couple of businessmen 
we ’d met about the Toon, when 
I suddenly felt fins terrible 
tightening of the - 

“Oh Jeez, my guts are 
Jfflingme," i said to Freddie, 
“I think Ihn going to have to 
out I must have a 

dodgy prawn in that paella.” 
“NVaythe lad,” said Doug. 
“It’s gonna to be a top night on 
the tap. We’D get one of the 
girls to give you a massage in 
all the right places, that’ll cure 
you." 


“Sony boys, have one for 
me. I’ve not got a moment to 
lose," I said as 1 left my drink 
and legged it for the loo. 

Franco’s revenge has long 
gone but when I opened my 
News of the Screws last week I 
felt that tightening of the stom- 
ach again. Bat for that won- 
derfhl rotten prawn that would 
have been me plastered across 
the front page. Not that Td 

have been rude or daft enough 

to call Sludgethorpe girls 
"dogs": they are all top lassies. 

It goes to show how careful 
you’ve gOt tO be thrmgh You 
can’t triBt anyone in this game. 
Next tinxH go overseas oo a trip 
like that Pm going to get a dis- 
guise and invent a cover story. 


HI everyone fra allay MP, that 
sounds credible enough. 

Tfcflring of politics, the tra<R 
gawasn’t too bad. I thought Fd 

get hammered bat there’s no 
soak-foe-ridi tax rate fcnnega- 
eamers like me and 1 might 
even get a discount on my car 
tat The FerrajrTs only two- 
seater so that most qualify as a 
small car.- 

I was a bit dis ap pointed he 
dfctatpnt the price of Scotch upu 
I wouldn't have bothered buy- 
ing six crates of it if I thought 
it would stay the same rate. At 
least the 120 cartons of ciggies 
represent a bit of a saving even 
ifl still don't have anywhere to 
put them. Ids a good job we 
haven’t a game today, I can keep 


them in the dressing-room for 
another week. 

Meanwhile, it looks like 
Boro are going to pinch Gaz- 
za from me. We kissed and 
made up last week bnt he 
thinks Sludgethorpe is too far 
from his local working men’s 
dob- I’m sure he'll do a good 
job for my old mate Robbo. 
He’s just the Moke to pm a ant 
on Gazza’s reiuefling habits but 
I bad to laugh when, early in 
the week, he said rumours that 
Gazza might go to Boro were 
"just newspaper talk”. A day 
later he’s made a bid. 

They must have a commu- 
nication problem up there. I re- 
member when Emerson 
signed, the chief executive is- 


sued a statement slaughtering 
the papers saying something 
along the lines that the stories 
were scurrilous rubbish and 
categorically denying he or 
anyone else at die did) bad ever 
had any contact with any Hoke 
called Emerson ever, not even 
listening to an Emerson. Lake 
& Palmer LB An hour later he 
called a press conference to an- 
nounce the si gning . 

Now Fd never mislead the 

press like that. All a reporter 

needs to do if he wants the 
truth out of me is give me a caO. 
If his paper is bunging me 80 
grand a year for a series of 
esduaves IH tefl him, if not I'm 
in a meeting. 

Rack to the deal anrf 


to show I’m not jealous I even 
ba&ed a horse called Robbo at 
on Thursday. So 
did Fexgic but he didn’t take 

kindly to my suggestion that he 

go for a place double with 
The French FUrze. He wouldn’t 
even drink French wine. Per- 
haps he’s still upset about their 

nuclear tests in the Pacific. 

Chdteoham’s a great social 
occasion. There’s more football 
managers there than you'll 

ever find cm a coaching course. 

There’s also plenty of players 
and you get a right laugh 
watching them trying to keep 

out of right of their respective 
managers. Tm sure I saw Shaun 
Prone there myself but he 
swears be really did have to 


miss training to visit asick aura. 

It was also a good warm-up 
for this weekend as we’ve come 
over to Ireland since there's no 
iTKtrh- The chairman and 1 
thought the lads deserved a bit 
of a break and we figured 
Dublm was perfect. The flights 
are cheap and the locals speak 
the same lingo so the lads 
shouldn’t get into any trouble. 
Ivor Niggle had to miss out as 
he’s scared of flying and Shaun 
prone’s apparently caught 
equine flu off his aunt but the 
rest are here baring a quiet, 
relating time. 

Hang on. Oh, got to go, the 
hotel manager's at the door. 
And is that a police siren out- 
side - or an ambulance? 



Back to the walk Paul Weaver, the commercial manager who now helps pick the Rowers team. *1 understand the supporters,’ he says. They have no one to blame and I’m the only target.’ 
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Ugly scenes as last rites played out at Belle Vue 


IN OTHER drcmnstances it 
■gl might almost be funny. A team 
that cannot win? A dub man- 
aged by a man who admits to 
knowing little about profes- 
sional football? In Doncaster 
the plight of the Rovers is any- 
thing but amusing - go there 
and you see a soap opera that 
is tearing a town apart. 

Tb find a reason why Don- 
caster are bottom of the Third 
Division and seemingly hea ding 
for disintegration, you need 
only anyone in the South 
Yorkshire town. The fans blame 
the principal share owners, the 
man running the chib attacks 
the local council, the town hall 
looks back to the dub’s ad- 
ministration; the buck passes 
with a dizzying, and sickening. 
Speed. 

What no one disputes is 

that Doncaster Rovers will not 

be a member of the Football 

m League after this season- Their 

* record reads like an accident re- 

port: three wins in 38 matches, 
97 goals conceded. Add a crum- 


bling ground and a dub m hock 
to its creditors and you soon for- 
get any inclination to find the 
situation funny- For. a lover of 
football the situation at Belle 
Vue is a reason to cry. 

The dub has only nine pro- 
fessionals, the rest of the laugh- 
ably named squad being made 
up of YTS boys. The coaches 
were laid off last week to save 
money; the team is being man-.- 
aged by a man whose previous 
experience at a League dub was 
naming Stockport County's lot- 
tery; the club is run from scruffy 
temporary buildings planted . 
on a bomb site that is designated 
a^car park. 

"No disrespect to Beirtrit,” 
Marie Weaver said, pointing to 
the cratered surface, “but it's 
like it was there 20 years ago. 
Look at that and yon know 
you’ve got problems. The place 
is a mess." 

Weaver Is a pivotal figure in 
the shambles that is Doncaster. 1 
Rovers. Listen to him and he is 

foe hero who is keeping the dub 


afloat Speak to the supporters 
and he is the front man of the 
majority shareholder, Ken 
Richardson, who is awaiting 
trial on charges related to an ar- 
son attack cm foe main stand in 

1995. 

Even the supporters accept 
Weaver is a plausible talker, 
however, and you leave a meet- 
ing with him hoping be is foe 
man of reason trying to sift 
through the chaos. Brought in 
originally as commercial man- 
ager, he nowpicks foe team with 
foe only coach on foe books, 
Danny Bergara, the former 
Stockport manager. 

“We'd like to do a sympa- 
thetic piece about Doncaster," 
I had said tb him on foe phone. 

“No,” he replied, “it’ll be an 
hatchet job,” he replied, “You 
might as wtifl be honest." That 
is the betdettitzed voice of res- 
ignation. 

Hatchet. In another person 
that might be said lightly but 
Weaver has had death threats. 
Pictures have been sent to his 


Time is running out for the team propping 
up the League. Guy Hodgson visited 
Doncaster, a town awaiting the inevitable 


Stockport home with his head 
cut off, banners have been 
hoisted with the message that 
he should leave soon or hewQl 
die. Supporters, in turn, talk of 
menacing phone calls. Think of 
Brighton last year when fan 
power crashed on foe rocks of 
corporate ambition and then 
think nasty. That is Doncaster. 

“I understand foe support- 
ers,” Weaver said. “They have 
no one to blame and T*m foe 
only target But they don’t have 
all the facts at their disposal. JTm 
foe man they hate but in the 
years to come they'll realise Tm 
right 

T ask them: What have we 
done wrong?’ They'D tell you 
we’ve brought in non-Leaguers 
to play here and FQ say we've 
brought in players we can afford 
to pay. If we were a picture 


house we’d shut down because 
I couldn’t afford to put foe pic- 
ture on.” 

Weaver’s argument is one of 
broken promises from a local 
council winch itself has been foe 
subject of Labour Party in- 
quiry. A new ground was moot- 
ed, he says, a prospect that has 
not materialised. Nothing was 
spent on Belle Vue, which is 
leased from foe council, because 
Doncaster were expecting to 
move and now financial reality 
insists foar wages of £28,000 per 
week have been pared to 
£7,000. The consequences 
ou|»ht to be noted because they 
could be repeated foe length 
and breadth of foe lower divi- 
sions. 

The make ot break point, as 
far as Weaver is concerned, was 
a fixture against Fulham two 


years ago. Both teams were vy- 
ing for promotion, it was a big 
match, but foe crowd was just 
2300. “They had their chance," 
Weaver said, “but they wouldn’t 
support us. 

“That’s about 1,800 of our 
own fens which would bring in 
around £630 0, so in one week 
Ken Richardson has lost 
£22,000 in a week just for the 
sake of watching hi team win. 
How long can a man do that 
for? I turned round to him and 
told him: ’You’re an idiot. 
When it fails they’ll smack you 
anyway.’ Now my ambition is to 
ensure we fulfil our league fix- 
tures this season." 

They will do that Only eight 
matches remain, bur they will be 
played with players plucked 
from ncm-League football. Af- 
ter that who knows? According 
to supporters’ groups the GM 
VhuxhaU Conference is at foe 
optimistic end of their expec- 
tations. 

“We’re in death throes.” 

Charles Wllker, foe rhwn-man 


of foe supporters club for 20 
years, said, “and slowly being 
starved of all sustenance. 
Crowds are down to around 700. 
In reality people have been 
driven away. There cannot be 
a hundred season ticket hold- 
ers left, \fcfe are accelerating into 
oblivion with Ken Richardson's 
and Mark Weaver’s feet hard 
down on foe pedals." 

Save The Rovers Group 
held a public meeting on Thurs- 
day night but foe impasse re- 
mains over Belle Vue, a piece 
of desireable real estate just 
across from foe town's famous 
racecourse. Get planning con- 
sent for a new ground and foe 
old stadium could be sold to fi- 
nance a modern one. “If we bad 
planning permission I could 
get on foe phone and sell foe 
dub 50 times over,” Weaver 
said. “Without it and it’s worth 
about £1.” 

So Rovers play on to a cho- 
res of dissent, suspicions run- 
ning wild on all sides. There 
might be bona fide buyers but 


negotiations seem to break 
down as often as the team los- 
es. The whole sorry saga has 
people trapped in a box of dis- 
trusL 

“If 1 ran off Fd never live 
with myself and 1 don’t believe 
I should because I’ve done 
nothing wrong,” Weaver said. 
“It's not foe fens, I feel sorry 
for them, it’s those on the 
council who I won’t let beat me. 
They're hiding behind 
Richardson’s name. The worst 
thing that could happen to 
them is if Richardson sold the 
club - then they'd have to do 
something." 

Whlker and foe supporters, 
meanwhile, labour under no 
misconceptions. “You some- 
times feel it's not worth the ef- 
fort," he said, “but I'm no 
longer fighting just for Donac- 
ster. I'm doing this for every 
other supporter whose dub 
might end up in the same nu- 
tation." 

Brighton, Doncaster, where 
next? 


City’s chance to be united as they start life without Lee 


LATE in Peter Swales’ reign as 
chairman, Manchester City fin- 
ished two successive seasons 

with the Premiership table 
showing they were the fifth best 
team in England. Tbday, as Gty 
begin life after Francis Lee with 

what Joe Royle calls “a massive 
game” against Sheffield United, 
they are only the fifth best side 

in Greater Manchester. 

Rqyle, who will be in charge 
.of foe First Division’s bottom 
Ifeub if Chy lose while Reading 
and Stoke win, hopes thatLee s 

ad of “felling on bis sworo may 

create a belated unity of purpose. 
Bat the fens’ favourite, Gcorgt 


Kinkiadze, w31 be ahsent against 
foe FA Cup semi-finalists. 
Kinkladze has played only 

twice under the new manage, an 
foe day he was appointed and in 
foe defeat at Rut Vhle a week ago 

today- In foe wake of speculation 
font hewasto join Ajax, foeGeor- 
gian was sent home from IS®- 


“He has been running a rag- 


dnb’s position,” Royle. said. 
“Francis was his mentor so he's 
been upset about thi ng s gener- 
ally; His performance last week 
reflected that-" 


Jamie Pollock makes Ins d& 
but fix Chy fotowingaflm move 
from Bolton. Royle never quite 
fived downa tOTgue-m-dieek ref- 
erence to his “dogs of wax” at 
Everton, but the combative Ft»l- 
lodcwiH be esqjected to bringbdte 
and bark to Gt/s mkffidd. 

“We haven’t asserted pur- 
selves at home,” Royle said, an 
understatement given that only 
one other club in foe four diri- : 
dons, Doncaster, are into dou- 
ble figures for home defeats. 
“Bui weVe got four matches 
here, aid I sense that foe lads 
are keen to put it right. 

“The events cf foisweekmay 


The Nationwide League takes centre stage 
this weekend. Phil Shaw assesses the action 


help us. Francis obviously felt 
that by leaving he’d take some 
of the pressure off foe players. 
Tm not saying that certain peo- 
ple have gat what they wanted, 
but there was a faction giving 
him a hard time an d that influ- 
enced his decision- 1 hope we 
see a unified Maine Road.” 
Despite Lee’s exit, foe di- 
rectors’ box will come under 
scrutiny as supporters of both 
dubs try to see whether Mike 
McDonald attends as eapected. 


McDonald is still chairman of 
Sheffield United PLC, though 
no longer of the promotion- 
seeking football arm. He is ex- 
pected to bid for control of Gty, 
whom he has long supported. 

Gty might not even have die 
consolation of foe best ground 
in the Second Division if they 
and Stoke drop together. The 
£I4*5m Britannia Stadium, 
boasting 28,000 seats and 
opened only seven months ago, 
hosts a real six-pointer against 


Queen’s Park Rangers today. 

Both dubs changed man- 
agers in mid-season without foe 
desired effect. Chris Kamara, 
having lest foe Bradford Gty job 
after a bad run, has now presided 
Over 12 matches without a win at 
Stoke, who have a solitary victory 
to show for the last 23 g»weg 

Ray Harford’s defection 
from WfestBrom to west London 
has proved doubly unfortunate. 
QPR have tumbled into trouble, 
while his previous dub have 
fallen off tbe pace in foe play- 
off zone. The presence in the vis- 
itors' attack of Mike Sberon, a 
“Judas” figure to Stoke fens af- 


ter his lucrative move last sum- 
mer, may take some of foe heat 
off a a beleagured board. 

It promises to be a weekend 
for the Nationwide League to 
show the Premiership flat spec- 
tator interest is not confined to 
a self-styled elite. Today’s 
biggest crowd, possibly more 
than 40,000, will be at Sunder- 
land for the visit of Portsmouth. 
Middlesbrough, even without 
Paul Gascoigne, will be dose to 
30,000 again for tomorrow’s 
match against Norwich, as will 
Manchester City. 

While the north-eastern duo 
should record victories, the 


leaders, Nottingham Forest, 
may be harder pressed before 
an anticipated 25.000 gathering 
at Birmingham. The side man- 
aged by the man whose goal 
ouce made Forest champions of 
Europe have lost only twice in 
19 games. Birmingham, indeed, 
now look foe West Midlands’ 
best bet for a play-off place. 

The first championship of foe 
season looks set to go to Not- 
tingham, but not to Rarest. Notts 
County, tbe definitive yt*yo dub 
of the 90s. are on course for 100 
points in foe Third Division 
and should add to their tally at 
home to Colchester. 
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Red Rose wary of Scottish surprises 


By Chris Hewett 
Rugby Union Correspondent 

ENGLAND'S pampered pro- 
fessionals have grown well 
accustomed to Sabbath rugby 
over the last couple of seasons 
but, if they think they can en- 
joy a lie-in with the papers, sink 
a couple of quiet ones before 
lunch, stuff themselves full of 
roast beef and still score 40 

points at Munayfield tomorrow 
afternoon, th y wOl be in for a 
rude awakening. As far as the 
Scots are concerned. Mothering 
Sunday is as good a day as any 
to soring the mother of all 
surprises. 

On paper, Lawrence Dal- 
laglio s men have only to turn 
up; bigger md meaner in the 
tight five, more dynamic in the 
back row and significantly 
quicker and more clinical out 
wide, there is barely a chink in 
the armour - at least, not a 


chink sufficiently wide to give 
the under-powered underdogs 
a glimmer of hope. 

Leaving aside Gregor 
Ibwnsend and his fly-by-night 
unpredictability for a second, 
who among the Scots would 
stand a snowball in hell’s chance 
of making the England starting 
line-up? 

At which point, English 
minds invariably drift back to 
that humiliating afternoon in 
1990: the day of David Sole's 
slow walk into history, Tony 
Stanger’s famous try. Will Car- 
ling's terminal indecision, Brian 
Moore's fatal attack of wild- 
eyed hubris. Only Sole, a 
decade ahead of his time as a 
loose-head prop, would have 
gained a foothold in that par- 
ticular Red Rose vintage, but 
the paper differential did not 
stop bis countrymen playing 
like men possessed. 

Hence the edginess apparent 


among Dallaglio’s squad this 
week. If it is eight years since 
England last lost to their 
longest-standing rugby foe, it is 
six years since they crossed the 
Scottish line at Munayfield. 
“It wasn't a problem in my 
day,” pointed out Clive Wood- 
ward, the England coach. “I 
seem to remember us r unning 
in five there in 1980." A joke, 
yes, but a restless, anxious sort 
of joke all the same. 

Woodward's unease is weQ 
founded, for if ever there were 
two coaches equipped to sneak 
a crucial advantage in the tac- 
tical mindgame. they can be 
located in the opposing dress- 
ing-room tomorrow, Ian 
McGeechan has plotted more 
public downfalls than Max Clif- 
ford - he was responsble for the 
Munayfield ambush in 1990, he 
out-thought the Wallabies in 
1989 and he made gorilla-sized 
monkeys out of the Springbok. 
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management during last sum- advice is morevahiable than the 
mer’s Lions tour - and while his Royal Bank of Scotland, 
current international role is And then there is Jim Telfer, 

purely advisory in nature, that old granite-chops himself Scot- 


land’s gloriously mordant chief 
coach was his usual side-split- 
ting seif yesterday as he re- 
minded Us charges of their 
responsibilities, telling them 
they were “well paid profes- 
sionals” arid that they could 
“expect to be pilloried for any 
failure to perform”. 

It was lifer's achievement 
in South Africa last summer to 
frighten a lightweight but ex- 
tremely mobile set of tight for- 
wards into fearless, streetwise 
world-beaters and, if he can 
work the old magic on the likes 
of Gordon Bulloch, Pad Bur- 
nell and Damian Cronin to- 
morrow, we mil have quite a 
game on our bands. 

Certainly, it was the poten- 
cy of the McGeecfcan-Telfer 
axis that exercised the mind of 
die England captain yester- 
day. “When we talk about the 
threat Scotland pose, we have 
to Start at the top,” Daliaglio 


said. “That, means their coach- 
es. McGeechan ' is one of the 
most eminent tacticians in the 
world game and I speak from 
lions experience when I say 
that Tfelfer will ensure that the 
Scottish pack is .totally, moti- 
vatedrHe did it for us in South 
Africa and he’ll do it for them, 
no question. 

*1 acknowledge the fact that 
we are favourites forthis match 
and we need to be comfortable 

with that status if we are serious 
about seeking constant im- 
provement, even on foe 60- 
point display against the Welsh 
in our b ut n-mtrfi But we have 
to assume that the Scots will be 
in their tyrid m g mode and it’s 
also worth bearing in mind that 
■ five of their side played in 1990. 
. They'll draw sustenance from 
that" 

Ttao of that quintet, Gary 
Armstrong arid Craig Chalmers; 
fill foe mfhiftnrial half-back po- 


sitions tomorrow and with the 
excellent Alan Tbit certain to 
play an assured “seen it, done 
it” hand in the centre and Der- 
rick Lee contributing extra pace 
from full-back, everything is in 
place for a masterful, string- 
pulling, top-of-the-bQl perfor- 
mance from Ibwnsend. 

The man is touched with a 
rare footballing genius and, if 
he dicks with those around 
him, there is not a defence on 
earth capable of holding him for 
the foil SO minutes. 

He can do nothing without 
the ball, though, and England’s 
defensive strategywill be based 
squarely on the muscular ball 
retention exemplified by Dal- 
laglio, Martin Johnson and 
Garath Archer. The Scots can- 
not .match them in that area 
and, possession being nine 
tenths of rugby law, they must 
fear another ■ afternoon of 
intense frustration. 


England’s rock 
Johnson ready 
to roll again 

Having flagged against the French, he was awesome against the Welsh. Will, asks 
Chris Hewett, Martin Johnson now hammer the Scots? 


ANOTHER weekend, another almighty 
rumble amid tbe mud and bullets of pro- 
fessional rugby's front line. Martin 
Johnson has seen it, confronted it and 
suffered foe physical consequences of 
sorting it rather too often of late - 40- 
odd games phis a Lions tour last season, 
another 36 or so this - and while he 
would continue to cut a formidable fig- 
ure were he to sink to his knees in ex- 
haustion, it is beginning to dawn on the 
England hierarchy that one of their prize 
assets is suffering from an advanced dose 
of the diminishing returns. 

It has been an in-and-out sort of sea- 
son by Johnson's stratospheric standards, 
his occasional flights of majesty separated 
by unusually forig stx&tches of anoqyqju, 
ty. There is barely a coach alive who 
would not give him pride of place on his 
team sheet - John Hart would make an 
AD Black of him tomorrow-blit the days 
of a second row hitting his peak at 30 
are long gone. England's kingpin lock 
turned 28 earlier this month and unless 
appearances are very deceptive, he is be- 
ginning to feel his age. 

Yet Johnno will not give an inch; if 
his battered body is screaming messages 

at him, those messages are falling on deaf 
ears. Tve never asked to be left out of 
any rugby team I've ever played for and 
you can take it from me that I don’t 
intend to start now,” he mutters, his al- 
most inaudible bass tone spiked with an 
iron determination to finiri) the job, to 
see it through to the end. “If I’m 
selected to play, I play. Simple as that. 
I've missed only one Premiership match 
for Leicester this season and 1 think that's 
fair enough. It’s important to keep 
yourself as fresh as possible, obviously, 
but it’s the same for everyone these days. 
Pro game, and all thaL" 

As if to reinforce his deeply-held be- 
lief that foe only person qualified to cast 
judgement on a player’s general well-be- 
ing is the player himself, Johnson pro- 
ceeds to challenge the common 
assumption that he will pass up the op- 
portunity to tour with his country this 
summer. “I did read an article to that 
effect, but since I'm not even close to 
making a decision, I fail to see haw any- 
one can teD me what it’s likely to be. Ir’s 
between Qive Wfoodward and myself and 
weH discuss it at the end of the Five Na- 
tions. As I've said, there’s not much point 
in being a rugby player if you don't want 
to play rugby." 

Unfortunately for the Scots, notori- 
ously challenged in the beef and brawn 


department, Johnson particularly wants 
to play in Edinburgh tomorrow 
afternoon. “It’s about time we turned on 
a show at Munayfield because whenever 
we play there, we struggle to hie top gear. 
I’ve been there twice! '94 and ’96, and 
Fve yet to see us score a try. On the first 
occasion we threw away God knows how 
many chances and ended up winning 
with a last-minute penalty. And the sec- 
ond? Well, that was Dean Richards’ 
game, wasn’t it?” He smiles at -the 
memory of his dub-mate’s epic contri- 
bution that day. “One way or another. 
Deano sawa feirWtof thebalL Why the 
hdl did die Scots taaqp kicking it to Mm?” 
But wfodv.Johni»n will the Scots en- 



of Paris six weeks ago or the fierce, fired- 
up and implacably hostile enforcer of 
Twickenham two weeks later? Freon cat- 
tle class to world class in the space of a 
fortnight How does he explain that lit- 
tle discrepancy? 

‘I’ve never been 
asked to be left 
out of any rugby 
team I’ve ever 
played for and, you 
can take it from 
me, I don’t intend 
to start now’ 


“It all comes down to altitude and I 
don’t think many of the England team 
brought the right attitude to the French 
game. We let ourselves down pretty se- 
riously that day; we considered ourselves 
a good side because we’d drawn with the 
All Blacks last rime out and we assumed 
they were a poor side because they’d been 
slaughtered by the Springboks. We didn’t 
address things in foe right manner and 
as a result, wc didn’t give ourselves an 
earthly. 

“The strange thing about France 
was that ws were aUabsofotetycoaviooed 
we’d got the preparation right; I’m one 

of tbe more cxpoTenced members of the 
side and 1 don’t think it dawned on me 
that there might be something wrong un- 
til a few minutes before kick-off. I de- 
tected a little something about the 
atmosphere in the dressing-room that 


made me uneasy and when the French 
scored two tries in the first 20, 1 realised 
we’d got it badly wrong. 

“We soaked up some stick for that 
performance and rightly so. It helped us 
focus more strongly on the Welsh, 
though, and while they too went ahead 
early, we were in a for better frame of 
mind to work it out There was no pan 
ic. After their second try, the forwards 
got together and said: ’Look, if we con 
centrate on the basics and stop giving 
them the bloody ball, they won't be able 
to live with us.’ They didn’t live with us, 
either,” 

.~s : . when, of course, ah bell has bro- 

^fejfr fo j offiqn rugby’s ever-vibrant 

Woodwards Bisham Abbey ultimatum, 
foe English Clubs’ Charter, Fran Cot- 
ton’s “Vision”. Johnson shakes his head 
mournfully at the very mention of the 
latest committee room shenanigans and 
you get foe impression that be would 
rather pkty 80 games a season, all of them 
against New Zealand and South Africa, 
than take tea with Cliff Brittle and Sir 
John HaJL 

“The only positive aspect of the last 
three weeks or so is that it has brought 
the England squad closer together. Big 
off-field ructions tend to have that ef- 
fect - those who were involved at foe 
time remember how WOl Carling’s sack 
ing by the Rugby Football Union gave 
us a feeling of great solidarity- and if 
we can take that togetherness on to the 
field, all well and good. 

“We’re a dose-knit party anyway and 
Clive can take a lot of credit for thaL Fm 
not saying we weren’t dose under Ge 
off Cooke or Jack Rowell but in the pro- 
fessionalism environment, the whole 
atmosphere has changed almost beyond 
recognition, dive is full-time, of course, 
and he's in a much better position to 
make things happen, but he's also young 
enough to speak the players’ language, 
to occupy the same wavelength. That’s 
very important it seems to me. We know 
exactly where we stand with him.” 

If a frowning, beetle-browed John- 
son shunts Damian Cronin, his oppos- 
ing from jumper, out of the road at the 
first line-out tomorrow, wraps two grear 
hairy mins around the ball and lays it 
on a silver salver for Matthew Dawson 
to distribute as he thinks fit, Scotland wQI 
know exactly where they stand, too. They 
will be somewhere between a rode and 
a very hard place and the view will be 
distinctly unpleasant. 




Looking for a fife Martin Johnson will be hoping England* beef and brawn are In fine form at Murrayfield Photograph: Reuter 


Coach Gatland warns against rare case of Irish optimism 


By David Hughes 

in Dubhn 

IRELAND expects, and all 
that, and therein ties the rub. 
Maintaining a national tradition 
of veering from extreme pcs* 
simtsm to unbridled optimism, 
victory over Wales is confi- 
dently expected at Lansdowne 
Road this afternoon after the 
unexpectedly strong showing 
in Paris. The degree to which 
this optimism spreads to tbe 
home dressing-room may well 
determine tbe outcome. 

It may sound dkhed, but 
there's an element of truth in 
the old adage that Irish teams 
are happiest when underdogs. 
Indeed, peihaps the Lansdowne 
Road crowd are as well, when 


one compares foe frenzied at- 
mosphere for the visit of the All 
Blacks to foe somnolent air for 
the game against foe Scotland. 
After the latter encounter, the 
team was pilloried. Now, they’re 
everybody's favourite team 
again hereabouts. Yes, fear was 
one of the main sources of 
motivation against a French 
side halfway towards a second 
successive Grand Slam. With 
foe best wfil in the world, this 
Welsh team does not strike 
that same fear into anybody. 

Identifying and ensuring the 
correct mental approach is one 
of the prime tasks facing V&r- 
ren Gatland, the pragmatic Kiwi 
coach, who has brought Ireland 

bade to basics after the more 
utopian ideals of Brian Ashton. 


“I heard a couple of players’ 
comments that they didn’t con- 
sider foe Welsh to be a big 
threat, and that was kicked 
into touch straightaway. I have 
reminded them that all in- 
ternationals are diffimlt and 
that any side are going to be 
tough opposition." 

Gatland has demonstrated 
an acute understanding of foe 
Irish psyche and has shown 
hims elf to be an expert moti- 
vator both with Connaught and 
now with Ireland. 

Aside from instilling more 
self-belief, he has also brought 
the team back to basks. “One- 
nil would do," he says. Hence, 
something similar to the mote 
structured game plan which 
applied against France seems 


likely. Ireland’s strength is in 
their pack, where the set pieces ■ 
have been excellent ail season, 
and once again Connor Mc- 
Guioness and Eric Elwood can 

be expected to test the Welsh in 
the air early and often, while 
also kicking for foe corners. 

By contrast, Welsh prowess 
rests in their lock-line, even if 
Scon Gibbs* big hits and ability 
to bounce off props may be 
missed. Accordingly, Robert 
Hawley has been extolling a 
more expansive game plan. 

“We want to go out against 
Ireland and play the traditional 
handling game Welsh rugby is 
famous for,” he said. “Ibere was 
a lot of pressure before the 
Scotland game and, alttougirwe 
won, the performance level 


didn’t match oar ex p ec tations. 
Unlike at WbmUey, I am sure we 
can score tries to beat Ireland.” 
None the less, the last time 
l^hles beat Ireland, it was Neil 
Jenkins’ boot which steered 
them to a 17-15 victory in 
Dublin four years ago. 

Kevin Bawting, foe Woles 
coach, is under no illusions 
about foe task facing his side. 
“We are fully aware of the 
commitment, foe passion, the 
intensity, that they will throw at 
us, especially eariy on in the 
game,” he said. 

‘‘When you play against the 
Irish they sometimes seem to 
have a few more than 15 on the 
field, and it is usually chaos and 
mayhem for that opening period. 
“We know' it will be a very 


physical challenge. They will- 
risafly come at us, buoyed up by 
their performance against 
France and also disappointed 
that they haven't registered a 
win in the Five Nations yet.” 

■ Home advantage has been 
negligible in this fixture, with 
only two home wins in the last 
14 years. Against that, Ireland 
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indoding a World Cup win in 
South Africa three years ago, 
and w!U be going for a record 
fourth successive Frye Nations 
win over the Welsh. 

About the safest prediction 
to make is that this is a 
dasswally 50-50 Critic con- 
fronta tioa, and foe biggest sur- 
prise.will beif there’s more than 
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a score in it at the end. ^ 
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• Thomas 
has the 
answer 
to critics 


green shoots of recovery 
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SHOULD the Welsh selectors 
seek to promote a stand-off 
talent of unpredictable flair 
oveT stolid dependability, then 
Arwel Thomas delivered aQ 
the right messages in the Tim , 
crick: sunshine yesterday. 

Thomas, rejected by Kevin ! 
Bowring and co in favour of the 
dead-eye talents of Neil 
Jenkins, scored a delightful try 


| By Andy FantU 

« Bay HiR Florida 

ARNOLD BVLMER, whose 
creation the Bay Hil l compter 
is, intended the greens here to 
be harder and firmer than in the 
past. “What we tried to do was 
give the players a taste of what 
they’re going to see at neat 


and at Augusta,” Palmer wjH 
^Barring rain, the course is go- 
ing to {^reasonably difficnli.” 
So ranch for the best W 


plans of nrice and golfing leg- 
ends. Almost two inches of 
rain fell in the Orlando area on 
Thursday and the firs round of 
the Bay H3I Invitational pro- 
vided its competitors with the 
soft and friendly greens they 
have faced all year on the £2 
Nino-hit US circuit 
AS but eight players had to 
resume or start their rounds yes- 
terday with Tiger Woods hov- 
ering over a 40-fbot putt for 

eagle at the 12th. Two putts lat- 
er Woods had the first of four 
birdies in five holes. Added to 
the four Unites he had danned 


the previous day. that gave the 
Masters champion a. 64 and, at 
eight under, aone-stroke lead 
over Robert Damron. 

Woods, who lives (Mi the 
nearby Islewcrth estate, holed 
from 15 feet for a three at the 
14th, then holed from 10 feet at 
the 15th and two-putted for Iris 
ejgfath birdie of the round at the 
par-five 16th. 

With the tournament trying 
to play catch up, Woods dkfnot 
know whether he was going to 
get to start his second round last 
night, but with such a strong 
hand already on the table. 


Woods was naturally keen for 
the event to still run to 72 
holes. “I certainly don’t want to 
return in August or October " 
he said, referring to the last 
round of the ftbble Beach Pro- 
am, which has been postponed 
until August 

Woods, who beat Ernie Els 
in a play-off it the Johnnie 
Walker Classic in Thailand in 
January, has not won in Amer- 
ica since Jnty. This was his best 
dart to a tournament since an 
opening 64 at the Byron Nelson 
Classic, on his first appearance 
after collecting a green jacket 


at Augusta. Needless to say. 
Woods went on to win. 

Virtually Woods* sole 
thought at the moment is mak- 
ing sure his game reaches a peak 
fbr the second week in April - 
the traditional Masters slot on 
the calendar. That has entailed 
much work on his porting. *T 
took some videotape of my 
putting and compared it to 
when I was putting really well 
at the beginning of last year,” 
Woods said have tried to get 
my posture better but the secret 
of improving your putting is just 
hours and boors of practice.’' 


All that practice paid off at 
tire 17th bole, allegedly a short 

hole as a par-three but mea- 
suring 219 yards, where Woods 

mkced the green and left his 
rhip swen feet from the cup. He 
holed the putt to save par. 
“Those are the putts you need 
to pm kg to keep a round to- 
gether, but Fve been missing," 
Woods said. 

A bogey at the same hole 
was John Daly’s only dropped 
shot as the former Open cham- 
pion continued his recent con- 
sistent form with a 68, the same 
mark as Bernhard Longer. 



enabled Wiles A overrun the 
Irish second-sizing. 

The game aiThomond Park 
T had shaped up to be a battle of 
discarded No 10s, with Bristol's 
Paul Burke cap taining Ireland 
and Thomas dropping down to 
the shadow Welsh side. But fh«t 
contest was ended prematurely 
when Burke was taken off on a 
stretcher in the 52nd minute 
with his left leg in a splint just 
as Whies were beginning to 
exercise complete control. 

Until then Burke just edged 
it, converting aJohn McWeeney 
try after 32 seconds and scoring 
p. % « a 25tb-znimzte try under the 

^ posts to sandwich an early 
< exchange of penalties that left i 
V Ireland 17-6 ahead. 
iH§y| However, a canny line-out 

from V&Jes on 28 minu rrx 

saw the jumper Gareth 
Llewellyn pass straight back to 
Ifobin McBride. Chris Wfyanco!- 
lected on the overlap to touch 

down in tbe comer for their first 

> try. Thomas missed die conver- 
sion but his penalty soon after 
brought the score to 17-14. 

The interval saw Wales’ re- 
placement ;&Urback David 
Witberiyquidd^ 
with two tries, botb oonyerted 
piiikiu ••Itbrb. by Thomas tor put Wales in 
i. it.Ki<(i.ik ftontfor the first time. Ireland’s 


Action must be 
taken on pitches 


THE pitch troubles on fhfc 
tour was taken a stage further 
at the Recreation Ground yes- 
terday, where yet another sur- 
face was produced that was 
not fit for Tfest cricket. Batting 
was a complete lottery; 

The pitch was recently relaid 
and had not been tried out be- 
fore this match, ft was not al- 
together flat and itwas mndi too 
damp. There was a crust on top 
to a depth erf a three-quarters of 
an inch and the toil under th« 
crust was extremely wet • - 

Curtly. Ambrose and Court- 
ney Wilsh made' the ball ex- 
plode and it was. only through 
a mixture of skill, outrageous 
luck and two dropped catches 
that England (fid not lose a 
wicket ia the 11 oveis rain 
aUowed before lunch and that 
no seriousirjaiy was sustained. 
Already, the pitch is scarred. 

The TVest Indies Cricket 
Board needs to take urgent 
action: over- the pitches on its 
main grounds. {My in Barba- 
dos does ft : fcmbwwhat it is do- 
mgand^Kfc»mmV^ Indian 
£a& bortiex: Kichaxfi Edwards, 
who nudkaKtand* frisjob back- • 
wards^atKenangfon Oval, must 
be gryeji overall responsibility - 


ils r.i.v.l in*, poor defending at the second of for aft the Tfest pitches, 
i! ru.i-Hil r; those tries marked iteinjoryto | . TWjocals in the tez 

. •-tcru-.il A 

. i„. .mi I «* ht^- wiwri jhe out-thought 
. n. u k m£ K2Ban Keanti^and Gabriel 
| Ftilcfaeryifti jhqnmies toscore 

’ *7 i^i withease.- 

it. The welsh captain, Andy 

! .'lu- »(*ufc Moore, went over flowing a 

" . iiniL solo effort down the touchjine 
: ui'h -n l*t to bring up 40 pamts for Wales 
' ' JV kiiii and the Thomas converaon, his 
»• i»in seventh successful kick out of 

ume, left Ircdand foundering. 

.-i • *' The home side had the final 

, ' say.Jxwevm.whenfheirscruni- 

, x .i ii* ?ii h^SteveMdtarwassetupby 

' ‘ Justin Fitzpatrick to charge 

. -*• ' . overtoelmefbratiywithnnie 

i ,i minutes left and file conversion 

.. «;n fcy Keane brought a level of 
respect to the score. 

, , • Bath's lain Babhaw scored a 
v r \l 60-metre interception try to 
• ■ '/„ kfil off Scottish hopes of a first 

' ' -iffc ev er victory over England at 

' Under-21 level in Edinburgh. 

-' 1 yesterday as the visitors 
em«geri 32^16 victois.Balshaw 
.. .•• struck the decisive blow 11 min- 
utes into the second-half after 

En glan d bad changed ends 16-7 
adrift. 

Tbny Yapp’s conversion put 
England ahead and his Short- 
range drop goal on 63 minutes 
. . , . 1 . 1 ** gave them breathing space as 
they executed a superb fight- 
■ rt “ .. back. Balshaw, already part of 


m the territories 
are not 




Henry B lofeld sees 
batting become a 
lottery in the Sixth 
Test in Antigua 

but the WICB governs the game 
in the regia ns and, allbough the 
m embers are a group' of inde- 
pendent countries, they must 
each be persuaded toTock to (he 
common good rather .tiian to 
petty parodnal conskkzatibns. 

The Sabina Park pitch in 
Kingston was refold last 
October and then cared for by 
ground staff who did rio t know 
their job and had no supervi- 
sion. Add in Trinidad .and 
Guyana and none of the three 
pitches had the right amount of 
preparation, although this can 
be forgiven as far as the first 
Trinidad Tfest was conceraed be^ 
cause they had only a week’s no- 
tice of that rearranged march. 

It may be that because those 
who ran West Indies cricket, 
apart from the dried executive^ 
Steve Camacho, are 'mainhy- 
marketntg men, the. serious- 
ness of the problem itay riotbe 
fully appreciated. Grounds that 
continue to produce pitches 
like these 
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WTIH a little help from Amer- 

kau techiiologicaL expertise- WEST INDIES VIEW 

“TONY COZIER 

wonderaontheAntigoaRecre- — : 

ation Ground. • .rofied it mto place. The reatit 

When England arrived in St has been spectocnlar, the green- 
John’s in January, the outfield, est, softest Tfest outfield in the 
excavated so that it could be C^ibbean. Richardson opened 
resurfaced: and. fitted with his stand on Thursday and all 
drainage, was a wasteland of Antigua is now boasting that die 
mud-Anewstand,tobe naiaed ARG is now the best ajqxnnir 
in honour of the ftmuer West' ed ground in the West Indies. 


Indies captain, Richie Richard- 
son, was just having its foun- 
dations ford. There was no way, 
the world was advised, that it 
would be ready for a Tfest less 
t han three months away. 

Itwas dodbt that proved the 
catalyst for nnusoally urgent ac- 
tion by the Antigua Govern- 
ment, cricket authorities and 
just ordinary people. Within 
weeks, the Jamaica Tfest had 
been abandoned and the West 
Indies Cricket Board was befog 
urged to act early _and switch the 
Antigua Tfest to Barbados. 

Wth elections due within a 
year, there was no way Lester , 


‘ Clive Wbodwartfs senior Eng- year, there was no way Lester 
>' fond squad, added a second try Bird, the PrinwMinirter, could 
v 1, during the dosing stages, with let the. Tfest go. R ea l isin g that 
,> • Yapp converting and then natnral grass would never 
. claiming his second tooefadowh sprout in time, his Govem- 
to give him an impressive 22- meat imported ready-grassed 
point haul turf from. Miami and simply 


Sporting Digest 


Unfortunately, the square 
was also dug up and re-laid and 
acouplepf practice ^dub match- 
es metirated it would be very lit- 
tle different from what it had 
been. But this one had far too 
much moisture m As preparation 
and hatting a gma the likes of 
Curtiy Ambrose and Courtney 
'Rfalsh was not easy for Mike 
Atherton and Alec Stewart in the 
abbreviated pfey possible. 

With the rain around and the 
covers m place, it is unfikety to 
have much, time to dry ant. That 
means a result is probable, ex- 
actly what England would have 
hoped for rather than a heavy- 
scoring- stalemate that would 
have left the series in the hands 
ofthe’^stftufies.AHtbeyhBwe 
to do is to ensure that the re- 
sult is in their favour and tiiat’s 
something, else altogether. 





Australia 233 and 38-1 
India 633-5 dec 

A SUPERB unbeaten 163 from 
the Indian ea ptnm Mohammad 
Azharuddin put his side in a 
commanding position against 
Australia on the third day of the 
second Tfest ai Eden Gardens in 
Calcutta yesterday. 

With a fim-nmiogs lead of 
400, they confirmed their su- 
periority when Javagal Srinaih 
dismissed Michael Slater for 
five. Australia ended the day on 
38 fori. 

Already one down in the 
three-Test series, they face as 


uphill task to save the match, Jet 
alone the series. 

India declared on 633 fbr 5, 
shortly after tea, foOowhigapow- 
erful display from their top-or- 
der batsmen, with Azharuddin 
leading the way. Ii was India's 
biggest total at Calcutta, sur- 


Indiesin 1987-8S. 

India’s batsmen took apart 
the Australian attack, with 
Azharuddin racing to his 20th 
Tfest century, his fifth hundred 
in six Tfests at Eden Gardens 

Azharuddin, who gave one 
chance on 57, hit 18 fours and 
three sixes, was the oniy Indian 


batsman to pass 100 runs 
despite five others reaching at 
least 50. 

He added 158 runs for the 
fifth wicket with Saurav Gan- 
guly, who scored 65. Ganguly, 
who hit six fours and one six, was 
caught at silly point by Darren 
Lehmann, on as a substitute, off 
Gavin Robertson. 

It was a hard day fbr the Aus- 
tralian bowlers who toiled with- 
out much success. Shane Wame 
ended with figures of 0 fbr 147 
in his 42 overs while the off- 
spinner Robertson conceded 
163 off his 33 overs fbr two 
wickets. 
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Ian Wxsnam had to resume 
at the ninth tee trying not to 
record hts third bogey iu a ' 
row. He achieved that and 7 
went to make three birdies on 
the way home, much to his sur- 
prise. The bare details sound - 
encouraging: a six-iron to eight 
feet at the 11th, a 35-footer at ; 
the 14th and a four-iron to ID ' 
feet at the 17th. 

In actuality, Woosnam tie- : 
scribed his 71 thus: ‘Tpbyedun- ■ 
believably badly.” 

He said: “My driving was aw- 
ful and it was only my puffer 
that saved me.” 

Riley’s 
strife in : 
the past * 

By Norman D*beH 

AUSTRALIA'S Wayne Riley, a 
former winner of the tourna- 
ment, picked up four strokes on 
his last five holes to open a 
three-shot lead early in the 
second round of the Portuguese 
Open at Pc runs yesterday. 

Riley, the 1996 winner at 
Aroeira, Lisbon, carded a sev- 
en-under-par 66, which would ■“ 
have equalled the course record 
except that they were playing 
preferred lies. On 12-under-par 
134, he was three dear of Eng- 
lishmen Peter Mitchell and 
David Gilford. 

The 35 year old, from Syd- . 
ney but based in England, col- 
lected eight birdies with one ‘ 
dropped shot and his birdie ai 
the last pushed him five strokes - 
in front of the overnight leader 
Darren Clarke of Northern Ire- 
land, who had not begun his ■ 
round when Riley finished. 

Swede Peter Hedblom and 
another Englishman , David 
Carter, were five shots behind 
in the clubhouse. 

Riley’s surge represented a ■ 
change in fortunes because 1 
when this European Tbur sea- : 
son started be was carrying an : 
injury caused by a freak acci- • 
dent during his winter break at 


Michael Atherton takes evasive action (luring the opening day of the sixth Test in Antigua Photograph; David Ashdown 

Azharuddin leads Indian domination 
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Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
Henry Blofeld’s 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 
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Sixth Test: Rain gives Atherton and Stewart respite from ferocious opening spell by Walsh and Ambrose on another poor surface 


England ambition 
limited to survival 


By Derek Pringle 

m St John's. Antigua 


England 2 5-0 v West Indes 

ENGLAND’S chances of lev- 
elling the series developed into 
a race against time at the new 
look Recreation Ground yes- 
terday. Put in to hat on a damp 
pitch, improving gradually as it 
dried, England were 25 without 
loss by lunch on a day which was 

constantly interrupted by heavy 
showers. 

If the achievement sounds 
modest, it was in facta triumph 
of major proportions, as batting, 
just as it had done in Jamaica 
eight weeks previously, started 
off as little more than a lottery 
against the mi gh t of the West In- 
dies new ball attack. 

In 1736, the same area was 
used for public executions fol- 
lowing a slave rebellion led by 
Prince Klaas, who was himself 
broken on the wheel. But if that 
was a particularly gruesome 
method, which involved the 
systematic breaking of every ma- 
jor bone, it was one England's 
batsmen, repeatedly bruised 
and battered by rogue deliver- 
ies, would no doubt have felt 


empathy with 262 years later. 
Only persistent showers en- 
sured the damage to body and 
spirit was not greater. 

After one such shower had 
delayed the start, it was the first 
ball, bowled by Courtney W^lsh 
to the England captain, which 
first indicated what might lie in 
store for those wielding Che wil- 
low. It was only a loosener, but 
the hardness of the ball meant 
that the damp surface of the 
pitch was pushed up as if it were 
Plasticine, and the ball reared 
over Atherton’s head. The next 
ball, fuller, also gripped and 
pushed up the top, but the bats- 
man was able to smother it. 

Two un testing bails, both 
played to guiiy, were then fol- 
lowed by one every bit as lethal 
as those that had rained down 
during the brief session of the 
First Tfest at Sabina Park, which 
was abandoned well before 
lunch. Kicking viciously from 
just short of a length, it struck 
Atherton on the left wrist as he 
tried to prevent it hitting him. 

As it had done in Jamaica, 
the blow heralded the arrival of 
W&yne Morton, the team phys- 
iotherapist, to dispense more 
comfort and cold spray. He was 


greeted by another shower, de- 
layed completion of the open- 
ing over by another hour. 

Morton was in action again 
after the restart, this time tend- 
ing to Alec Stewart after the 
Surrey man was struck in the so- 
lar plexus by a wicked lifter from 
Curtly Ambrose. It was a nasty 
blow and Stewart, who had 
earlier gloved a throat ball 
from the fast bowler to the fine 
leg boundary, lay prone at the 
crease for several minutes. 

Somehow, the pair negoti- 
ated theirway to lunch, despite 
a couple of missed chances - 
Atherton when he edged Walsh 
between Brian Lara and the 
wicketkeeper. Junior Murray, 
and Stewart when he squirted 
Ambrose low to Shivnarine 
Chandeipaul's left at gully. 

For a while runs off legiti- 
mate strokes appeared to be a 
foreign component to a game of 
body blows and crabbed de- 
fensive strokes. Perhaps mind- 
ful of the embarrassing events 
in his homeland, WUsh a proud 
Jamaican never changed gear, 
although that may have had 
more to do with the wet run-ups 
rhan any charitable thoughts. 

He also kept the ball well up. 


Jamaica cricket board survives pitch farce 


THE executive of the Jamaica 
Cricket Board has been given 
a vote of confidence, despite 
tendering their resignations 
after the abandoned first Tfest 
between England and the West 
Indies. 

The Tfest at Jamaica’s Sabina 
Park was abandoned on 29 Jan- 
uary after just 10 overs be- 
cause of the condition of the 
wicket AD but two members of 
the board, who were summoned 
to an emergency meeting on 
Thursday, voted to reject offers 
of resignation from the com- 
mittee. 


Jackie Hendriks, the presi- 
dent of the board, promised that 
he and his executive would do 
afl m their power to have Sabina 
Part ready to host a Test match 
a gains t the touring Australians 
next year. 

He added that Jamaica had 
already received a lot of bad 
publicity due to the Tfest pitch. 

Hendriks said that the 
Kingston Cricket Qub, which 
owns the Sabina Park grounds, 
had now formed a committee to 
oversee future preparation. 

Errol Sadie, president of 
the Kingston club, told the 


meeting that the pitch com- 
mittee would include repre- 
sentatives o’, the Jamaica board 
and the West Indies Cridcet 
Board. Umpires ruled that the 
wicket used for the abandoned 
Test was dangerous and unfit 
The abandonment was a 
first in the 121-year history of 
Tfest cricket England, having 
won the toss, had opted to bat 
first They had reached 17 for 
three wickets and several of the 
batsmen had been hit on the 
gloves and body by fast, rising 
deliveries, when the game was 
called off. 


a gssture that cost him four runs 
when Atherton drove a half-vol- 
ley bade past turn to the long-on 
fence. There were do such com- 
promises from Ambrose, who 
was his usual threatening self 

The pitch, newly relaid and 
never played on before, was ap- 
parently watered the day before 
the start New pitches are un- 
known quantities and the 
groundsman must have been 
nervous of it breaking up to soak 
it quite as thoroughly as be did. 
After the precedent set by the 
umpires in Jamaica, there would 
have been some nervous men 
among those sporting West In- 
ches Cricket Beard neckties. But 
if the umpires were right to call 
the game off at the beginning of 
foe series, they were also right to 
cany on here, and foe pitch did 
appear to improve as it dried. 

Manywill wonder what all the 
fuss was about and the surface 
responded just as foe old sticky 
tops ofyore used to, when pitch- 
es were uncovered. Judging by 
Lara's selection of the leg-spin- 
ner, Dinanath Ramnarine, for 
the second time in the series, old- 
fashioned values are be ginning 
to creep back into the game. Wbf 
he picked him, instead of Nixon 
McLean, is just another of those 
mysteries that surround the West 
Indies captain. With a 2-1 lead 
in foe series and a good toss won, 
the proof is in the pudding. 
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Under fire: Alec Stewart winces after being struck in the chest yesterday 
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Fixture lottery hands Hoddle tricky trips 
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Football 


By Glenn Moore 

ENGLAND’S weary players 
staggered into Bis ham Abbey 
yesterday to be greeted with the 
unwelcome news that next 
year’s summer holiday was can- 
celled. Instead of sunning it on 
the Costas they will be running 
around under a Bulgarian sun. 

The World Cup is stQl three 
months away, but England are al- 


ready looking to Euro 2000 and 
they yesterday discovered the 
dates of their qualifying match- 
es. The fixtures, decided by bal- 
lot by Uefa, foe game’s 
Europiran governing body, were 
not good news. 

England, traditionally poor 
in September, have to start 
with an away match against 
Sweden, potentially their tough- 
est rivals, on 5 September, less 
than two months after the 
World Cup. 


They will end with another 
difficult September dale and the 
now customary qualifying trip 
to Poland, whose refusal to ac- 
cept foe agreed fixture list led 
to yesterday’s ballot, on 8 Sep- 
tember 1999. 

In between is a demanding 
double-header, Sweden at home 
on 5 June followed by Bulgar- 
ia away on 9 June, a month af- 
ter the domestic season ends. 

It is year-round football 
once more with the effects of 


such a programme evident at 
Bisham yesterday when Andy 
Cole became foe fourth Man- 
chester United player to with- 
draw from Wednesday’s 
friendly in Switzerland. He 
joined Paul Scholes, Gary and 
Ph3 Neville on the injury list. 

The only good news for 
Hoddle from Manchester Unit- 
ed’s European Cup defeat by 
Monaco was that Nicky Butt 
came thmugh without aggra- 
vating his eaif injury. He thus 
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Friday’s solution 


fcJLtifclUUU UUUUUHHH 

m u □ u a u u , 
fcuauuauuuiuu heee 
u ui u a u u u 
fcaUBUHElQU HCMQGin 
ui Ki uj ui m 
QDQUJ UUIliJLiEJlIIUEl 

Li a a si u u li 

UCJBHI 

Ui U UJ B Lij 
lUffiUEU UHUBUUQB 
U Ui (3 Gf CJ hi U 
iffiLJLl UHfoHUUUUUEl 
LI Id Li Ld LI lii 121 
HJEUUUHLJ fcjauPElD] 


By Phi ACROSS 

I I A reduction in die cereal on 

three occasions (6) 

4 Long-distance traveller, ex- 
cellent male occupying a 
length of time (8) 

10 Is Severn mislocaled around 
Northern Scottish city? (9) 

1 1 Secretary has Utile time for 

12 Type ok oil - litre I want put 
round firat of sprockets (7j 
13 Wrecked roam in college? 

That’s dumb! (7) 

14 African tribe’s chief showing 
no end of concern about 
South Africa (5) 

15 Belief system found in area 
around Long Island (8) 

18 Impressed by end of 
transalpine flight (S) 

20 Confectionery: humbug” (5) 
23 Is pori ng ^ 

25 Aunt and^Sal travelling 
with an Aztec (7) 

26 Thlk slowly to get the atten- 
„ , , , . tion of student (5) 

Last Saturday’s solution ?7 rh ange the k»kof the 

more distant mountains (9) 
28 Reading out names of peo- 
ple getting bread and a visit 


13 Id U folti U U UJ UU1 12 Hid 

auuiaaaffiD 

liiQUUKIHU HLUtiUUHU 

ttUHH UldUU 

UDUhiLlKlUft 
UDBLJUUU BQCIQQHC 
Id hi U UJ 

UUUULiULJ EOMBDELd 
UCJ1313E1I3C2U 
UQLdO HE5IIB1EJ EDHU 


29 Memorised colloquial ver- 


DOWN 

Rear light, wefl off the. 
ground^ fed by one 
amount of current (4- 

Calls about a vicar’s 
first signs of insanity 

Sv3 I deem wrong- 
just enjoy yourself (5,4) 
Millions involved with 
planet will soon be 
feeling this! (4-10) 
Supply haulier with no 
end of labour ( 5) 

in satisfiedn^i^f^ 

See water? (6) 

Green fluid available at 
stations? (4-46) 

> Foresight to change a 
present better not in- 
vestigated (4>5) 

1 But it’s the big top 
which has a ring in! (4- 

Hard work to traipse 
round TJS state (/) 
Kitchen requisite - take 

one into cafe (7) 

. One bafl is turning up 
round edge of pocket - 
rest needed by snooker 

Pti^ljrougfatinRo- 


travdswith David Beckham and 
Teddy Shermgham. 

But it is not realty good 
news - they do not need the 
game and Hoddle would have 
been more sensible to have giv- 
en all the United players the fix- 
ture off They look exhausted 

fo order to avoid suggestions 
ofbias, he could then have done 
foe same for foe Arsenal play- 
ers for next month’s Wembley 
date with Portugal -given their 
fixture congestion the likes of 
Tbny Adams and Martin Keown 
may be feeling the strain by 
then. The most important tiling 
for England is to have players 
reasonably fresh in June and 
there are plenty of options for 
Hoddle in friendlies. 

Chelsea’s Graeme Le Saux, 
who has not played for two 
weeks, is likely to become the 
fifth absentee by the time the 
squad flies out on Monday, 
leaving Andy Hincbcliffe an 
almost certain starter. 

One positive aspect of yes- 
terday's fixture draw - which 
negated all Hoddle’s careful 
planning - was that England 
should be able to stage their 
main home games at Wembfey 
before the stadium's planned 
£20Qm refit begins next sum- 
mer. - 

The England-lAgembriurg 
tie on 4 September 1999 is 
likely to be held -at Old TfcaflbnL 
It wonld.be England’s first 
competitive home match away 


from Wembley since they 
played a European Champi- 
onship qualifier against France 
at Hillsborough in 1962. 

Wales also received their 
dates yesterday and they were 
much happier. They begin with 
a lucrative home tie against Italy 
on 5 September -which the Ital- 
ians did not want They were 
just as pleased with the last 
match, at home to Switzerland 
on 9 October, because by then 
the new National Stadium in 
Cardiff could be ready to play 
host 

The Italy game is likely to be 
played at Airfield, but. Goodi- 
son Paris and OldTrafford are 
other options with Manchester 
favourite to stage the Den- 
mark match, m which Ryan 
Giggs should fece Peter Schme- 
ichel, on 9 June 1999. 

■ “I couldn’t be happier,” 
Bobby Gould, the Welsh man- 
ager, said. “We would hope to 
still have a chance of qualifying 
when the Switzerland game 
comes and to play at the Na- 
tional Stadmm would be a great 
dimax to the group games.” 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2000 
QiMRytnC ma tch es ENGLAND: S 
Septoatar 1998 Sweden (A): 10 Oo- 


(H);5 June 




27 March 199» Poland 
(H); 9 June BU- 
terLuxentxxrg 
Poland (A). 
WALES: 5 September 1998 Italy (H); 
10 October Denmark (A); 14 Octo- 
ber Belarus -(HI 31 March 1988 
Switzerland (A): 5 Jane Italy (A); 9 

J im* Derma* (H); 4 September Be- 
tans (A); 9 October SwitzBriand (H). 



It s simple: invest in 
bricks and mortar. 
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Budget bonanza for savers 








The Chancellor has wfao preferred to remain anony- 
mous, explains: “Joe Sixpadc s 

pave the way for bardly nkdy to stash tas lolly in 

an ISA if it means dealing in word 

investors and tinbgSlikeshare&Bmgirehimthe 

nearest thing to an instant access 
providers to keep building society account and he 

, ' might take it up. Who knows, be 

their savings safe “W* even get the arrestment 

° bog.” Research from the United 

from the taxman. States suggests that many anaflin- 

^ vestors start with cash plans a nd 

Nic Cicutti reports move equities 

_ ' The improvements to the 

There is nothing quire as plea- original JGAproposals extend to 
surwle — and astonishing — as allowing investors to choose dif- 
m watching a minister admit to a ferent managers for their cash, 
p large audience that his Govern- equity investments and insur- 
I *1 wrong all along. anoe products, instead of being 

I CJordon Brown, the Chancel- forced to find one ISA provider, 

lor of the Exchequer, performed Not srnp i kin g ly, th^ financial 

this trick in his Budget speech in services industry is fulsome in its 
the Commons on Tbesday. The praise for the Chancellor: “The 
moment came when he an- fact that [he] has ring-fenced ex- 
u pou nce d that the Treasury was isting PEP savings is good news 
backtracking from plans to pun- for the 3.2 million people who, ac- 
ish PEP investors by capping at cording to our research, use 
£50,000 the amount they could PEP; to fund retirement or repay 
i transfer into new-style Individual a mortgage," says Templeton’s 
I Savings Accounts (ISA). marketing manager, Jim Sharp. 

I Indeed, the Chancellor went Richard Branson, airline 
I further. All funds invested in tyemn and chairman nf Vir gin RL 
PEPs between 1987 and April reel, a telephone PEP provider, 
1999 will be allowed to stay as praises the Government for hav- 
they are and wQl continue to en- iug “kept its promise” to listen to 
joy their existing tax-free status. PEP providers. ■ • 

This means that up to £82,000 so • TTie outpourings of coogratu.- 
ffar sheltered in PEPs, plus any latioos were no doubt totally un- 
: gains in the course in the past 10 connected with the fact that PEP 
years, will remain out of the pnmdeQixiweapedalast-miiinte 
hands of the Inland Revenue. rush in sales. By 5 April, according 

As for ISAs, although there to Royal & Sun Alliance, up to 
will be a £5,000 annual Emit, the £77Qm may flood into PEPSfrom 
5 proposed £50,000 lifetime cap on individuals who held off because 
investments into them has also . of the unoeitaiutyovertheir future, 
been lifted. Perhaps worried at In the next 12 months to 
potential suggestions of a total April 1999, many billions more 
climbdown, the Chancellor said are likely to be placed in' both 
the £5,000 annual limit will stay PEPsand their less sexy partners, 
in place for ID years, with a “re- Ifessas, as investors tnakg use of 
I view" after seven years. 'them tax-saving benefits. 

♦' Asifthatweremxeaou^Na' . As it happens, the advice from 
Brown also amended his de- maityeqxrtsistodopretisefythaL 
partmenfs original plan, so that Amanda Davidson, a partner at 
in the first year up to £7,000 can London-based financial advisers 
be invested in an ISA, of which Holden Meehan, says; “Saving is 
up to £3,000 may be moasfo This important for evetyone and if 
, is likely to increase foe likelihood there is a chance to lode up some 
* oflowerwage-earnersbeingpre- capital gainst avoid income tax 


- pared to save moiwsy. 

4 J, (\»*1 Adtdo* ^ one upper^ass “aperT, 


vestors start with plans a nd 
move into equities later. 

The improvements to the 
original ISAprqposals ext end to 
allowing investors to choose dif- 
ferent managers for their cash, 
equity investments and insur- 
ance products, instead of being 
forced to find one ISA provider. 

Not sin - p ik r n g ly, th<» financial 
services industry is fulsome in its 
praise for the Chancellor “The 
fact that [he] has ring-fenced ex- 
isting PEP savings is good news 
for the 32 million peepfe who, ac- 
cording to our research, use 
PEPS to fund retirement or repay 
a mortgage," says Tbmpleton’s 
marketing manager, Jim Sharp. 

Richard Branson, airline 
tycoon and Gbaznnan ofVhgm Di- 
rect, a telephone PEP provider, 
praises the Government for hav- 
ing “kept its promise” to listen to 
PEP providers. • ■ • 

' The outpourings of congratu- 
lations were no doubt totally un- 
connected with the feet that PEP 
provides now expecta bst-mmute 
rush in sales. By 5 April, according 
to Royal & Sun Alliance, up to 
£77Qm may flood into PEPsfrom 
individuals who held off because 
. of the uncertainty over their future. 

In the next 12 months to 
April 1999, many billions more 
are l ikely to be placed in'botb 
PEPsand their less sexy partners, 
Tfessas, as investors make use of 
their tax-saving benefits. ’.*• 

. As it happens, the advice frtsn 
maity eapem is to (tapredsety that. 
Amanda Davidson, a partner at 
London-based financial advisers 
Holden Meehan, says; “Saving is 
important for' everyone and if 
there is a chance to lode up some 
capital gainst avoid income tax 
on an investment for an indefinite, 
period, it makes senseto take it” 



Indeed, Keith Luckhoo, sales 
manager at Royal & Su n Alli ance 
Unk 'Erasts, argues that PEPs and 
ISAs may become an even, more 
essential part of taxplanning now 

that changps to capital gftms tax 
(CGT) rules arc set to come in. 

The changes mean that in- 
dexation relief -allowing a ele- 
ment of inflation to be added 
when ralmhfing fflin< that may 
be liable to CGT - will be 


scrapped. CGT will be tapered, 
starting at 4Dper cent in tbe first 
year and reducing to 24 per cent 
(13.8 per cent for lower-rate tax- 
payers) after 10 years. 

However, Mr Luckhoo says; 
“K inflation averaged only 3 per 
cent a year over 10 years, the first 
34 per cent of gains would have 
been tax free. Now this element 
of gains win be taxable, subject 
only to tapering relief!.” 


Shares bought and sol d in a 
unit or investment 'tnist TEP 
and future ISA are not deemed 
to be “crystallised” for CGT pur- 
poses, making collective invest- 
ments more tax-advantageous 
than buying individual shares. 

AD in all, the Iron Chancel- 
lor's about-turn is positive news 
for aD savers. As always, wealth- 
ier savers wDl do fax better than 
the rest But at least Mr Brown 


has abandoned the Treasury’s 
spurious argument that penal- 
ising mildly better-off savers by 
taking some of their tax bene- 
fits away would somehow ben- 
efit the lower-paid. That was 
never true and Labour’s recog- 
nition of the fact is a step for- 
ward. 

For more details on PEPS, see our 
survey on pages 7 to 10. 
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Relief for homeowners as Miras wins a 


Bad news in the Red 



reprieve - but stamp duty goes up instead Book for travellers 


w 


^Housing experts expressed surprise and 
mortgage lenders gave huge sighs of 
relief this week, as die Government . 
revealed that a widely- expected farther 
cut in home loan taxTelief would not be 
imposed after alL 

Thie, the Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
did take another bite our of more afflu- 
ent buyers, by increasing stamp duty on 
property purchases from 1.5 per cent on 
the entire amount of purchases over 
£250,000. Duty on- property purchases 
over£500000 will ise from 2 to 3 per cent 

On the mortgage interest relief (Mi- 
ras) front, lenders said thdjr were de- 
lighted at the no-change decision, which 
leaves relief in place at 10 per cent from 
5 April down from 15 per cent in the 
present tax year. Most experts had pre- 
dicted a farfaer cut to 5 per cent in April 
1 999, if hot iis outright abolition. Each 
5 per 'cent reduction adds £10 a month 
to the cost of borne loans over £30,000. 

Ob* ftench, chief executive at Kens- 
ington Mortgage Company, a home loan 


broker; says: “Were delighted theChaii.- 
ceflarhas made no change to Miras and 
do significant changes to stamp dtity- 

“The housing market is still reason- 
ably fragile and with the threat of higher 
interest rates stiU strong, it is important 
that, the cost of borrowing is not in- 
creased significantly.” 

. In fact, bad Mr Brown lived op to the 

market’s widespread expectations, most 
analysts believe it would have had rela- 
tively little effect cm house prices. Oaran 
Barr, chief UK economist at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, said earlier this week 
that his company predicts a rise in prop- 
erty prices of about 8 per cent this year. 

Indeed, some building societies, in- 
cluding Sltipton, are arguing that the 
£3bn annual cost of Miras is misdirected. 
They would have been relatively happy 
to have seen rt scrapped altogether, as 
' fong as significant resources were used 
to help " more vulnerable groups, in- 
cluding first-time buyers. 

Mr Brown’s measure on stamp duty 


is expected to yield £390m in the com- 
ing tax year, rising to £520m 2000/01. 
Of that, 25 per cent rofl come from some 
30^000 transactions in die residential 
property market, That, however, de- 
pends on how house prices proceed in 
the next few years, particularly in Lon- 
don and the South-east ' . 

As with the earlier stamp duty hike 
in July, the Chancellor offered scant op- - 
portmirtta to buyers hoping to squeeze 
th eh purchases through before tbe rev- 
enue-raising measures come into force. 
They wfll apply to ahpuicbases taking 
place on of after next Tuesday, except 
for those made where an exchange of 
contract bad already taken place before 
last TUesday. 

faotberways,lbeCbanceOcB:maybave 
prolonged the agony of bomebuyers. 
The City’s reaction to die Budget was to 

rtrivaiip starting against o ther foreign mr- 
leadc^TtemtamiQaeasesthepottntial 
for a further increase in interest rales. 

—Me Cicutti 


Not aD of tbe Chancellor's U-turns this 
week meant good news for punters. 
Apart from the by-now obligatory sting 
performed on fags and booze, travellers 
wiD be forced to pay a far highe r rate of 
Insurance Premium Tax (IPT) on the 
cover they buy when they go abroad. 

The higher rates follow a decision by 
Gordon Brown to bad; away from the 
previous Government’s decision to levy 
a hig her a mount of Insurance Premium 
Tax (IPT) on travel cover sold through 
estate a gents than other outlets. 

The Chancellor’s move means an ear- 
lier system of dual pricing, wherety estate 
agents were forced to charge IPT at 17 5 
per cent cm cover they sold while other in- 
surers could levy just 4 per cent on their 
policies, wiD be scrapped. Instead, every 
outlet wiD have to charge 17.5 per cent. 

The increase could mean that typical 
annual travel cover for a family with two 
children wiD rise by about £10 to £13. 

The British Insurance &. Investment 
Brokets Association (BDba), the brokers’ 


trade body, warns that Mr Brown's de- 
cision is bad news for travellers. 

The Conservatives’ original decision 
to tax travel agents at a higherrate came 
after mounting evidence that many were 
selling expensive insurance as a condition 
of the supposedly cheap travel deals. 

Tbe Department offrade and Industry 
is set to ban this practice, while attempts 
to dreumvent the tax by offering “free” 
cover as part of a travel package wfll in- 
cur IPT at the same 175 per cent rate. 

However, Mike WHliaxns, chief exec- 
utive at Bilba, points out: “The Chan- 
cellor's move represents a U-turn. This 
demonstrates that the Government has 
succumbed to strong lobbying by the travel 
industry at the expense of tbe pubhe." The 
measure is expected to raise just £20m a 
year for the Gaveromeot by the year 2000. 

The cost to individuals who fafl to take 
out cover because It seemed too expensive, 
and then find an accident or theft leaves 
them facing hardship, is not yet known. 

-Me Cicutti 
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ISA lottery 
bites the dust 

Of afl the proposals for the 
new Individual Savings Account 
to have bitten the dust, one in 
particular will be the most 
mourned. It was that of offer- 
ing a monthly prize draw worth 
a magnificent £i ,000 to all new 
ISA savers. The Treasury's 
post-Budget document simply 
says it was “decided not to 
proceed with the idea”. The 
fate of the civil servant who 
dreamt that one up is not 
known. 

Superwoman 
vs Virgin 

Say what you like about 
Nicola Horiiclc, but she 
puts her money where her 
mouth is. She has accepted 
Virgin DirectX challenge to 
beat the FTSE All Share in- 
dex by at least 2 percent- 
age points a year for the 
next three years or pay 
£6,000 to charity. In turn, 
she is challenging Virgin's 
tracker fond to out- 
perform the index in each 
of the next three years or 
forfeit the same amount to 
charity. 

Bombshells 
for tenants 

Terrorism insurance is some- 
thin one never thinks they 
need - until it’s too late. But as 
more and more homebuyers 
colonise former office buildings 
in dry centres, any resumption 
in an FRA bombing campaign 
could hit them where it hurts: 
in their wallets. 

Page 6 

Animal 

crackers 

Collecting animal-shaped 
and other jokey jewellery is 
nothing new. Victorians 
were keen wearers of simi- 
lar items more than 100 
years ago, as a forthcoming 
auction will show. Except 
their's wasn’t cheap paste: 
be prepared to see prices 
reach £6,000 or more for 
individual solid gold and 
bejewelled cats and dogs. 

Page 3 

Anoraks to 
the rescue 

Calling all Brftpop fans: First 
Direct, the telephone bank, is 
'launching an Anorak Amnesty, 

In which wearers are being 
asked to hand over their old 
cagoutes and such to Shelter 
shops so they can be re-sold to 
the public to raise money for 
homeless people. The amnesty, 
jointly undertaken with Shelter, 

Is being kicked off with a £17,000 
donation by First Direct. Uam 
Gallagher is said to be keen to 
donate one of his anoraks — af- 
ter he’s finished punching in a 
fan’s face, of course. 


farrertntt:nl * ~ only PrtamotB rtae poc3M0e^pK>AicfcmKi 


uxnxad towns! sector t o 30.I.W. jrfflnp rrh— 

by raePfesond bwestmeot ABthodtyy Registered Office M&G House, vretoda Road, C3relm«fcrd CM1 1FB. M&G Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities limited (fegukted by ftffiO and Tbe Personal Investment Authority). 
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Tin Eh the April Slfa deadline approaching, 
. yV-MStC^s Tundamentois range at PEPs Is 
destgned fo xcfake choosing easier: 

;; Keed a iogm Ufcc&E how? ' .. 


» Ovw 400,000 people deal dbea 
with M&G - making is oneef *a 
most popular investment managers. 


^ihe - bxemge bulkfing society account, 
discover TheM&G Gyporate Bond PEP Fund, 
cfinsBfly tap of ttr sector, (since launch in 

:*jfais9Qr : '• 

' Need a ftisme income? 

Our Mcaaped Income PEP Fund, gives on attractive 
level; of income and the prospect of your 
rettcris iroroang oyer time, investing in a range 


for fuU details snd application forms call: 


NO INITIAL 
CHARG; * 

IvV WITHDRAWAL 
fl£ 

ArT-R YEARS 


Need ixjus ter* returns? 

The M&G Blue Chip PEP Fund Invests in the UK’s 
largest companies and is an excellent way 
to tap Into the current strength af the UK 
economy. 


Needvohaugss 

5T0CKIM8KET GROWTH? 

The new M&G Index Tracker PEP Fund 
trade the movemmt of the FTSE* AU-Sboxe Index 
and is a simple, tax free way to benefit from 
stodanartet growth. 

Don’t miss out an your 1997/98 tax free PEP 
cdknrazice; Ask tac details of thj* essential range 
today, and be'surs of beating the PEP deadline. 


Vp'e’li even fiU in your application for you. Cali: 


0345 221 4 22 
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Adding more PEP 
to the new ISAs 


I Let's not heal about the 
bush: for many hundreds of 
thousands of savers, this 
week’s Budget - will have 
brought huge sighs of relief. 

By scrapping the Gov- 
ernment's proposals to set a 
lifetime limit of £50,000 that 
eon be placed into its new In- 
dividual Savings Account, 
the Chancellor has cither 
shown he is prepared to lis- 
ten. or that he is prone to cav- 
ing in when under pressure. 

I prefer to think of it as a 
willingness to compromise 
and a genuine commitment 
to consultation. After oU. 
the Treasury's plans, unveiled 
by an ill-advised Postmaster 
General. Geoffrey Robin- 
son. before Christmas, were 
in need of major revision. 

Mr Robinson suggested 
that no more than £50.000 of 
existing PEPs would have to 
he placed into the new ISA 
and enjoy its tax free bene- 
fits. The same limit applied 
lo all future savings in on ISA. 

As was pointed out in 
The Independent, this had 
nothing to do with encour- 
aging people lo save more. It 
reflected the need to restrict 
the cost of existing tax-free 
savings schemes, on which up 
to JEIJJbn a year is lost by the 
Inland Revenue. 

We argued that if the 
Treasury were serious about 
promoting the savings habit 
among the low-paid, it would 
allow for a greater proportion 
of cash lo be transferred into 
new ISAs when they came 
into being in April 1999. It is 
good lo see the Treasury act- 
ing on this advice: the first- 
year limit on cash paid into 
ISAs will now be £3,000 in- 
stead of £1.000. 

One consequence of the 
Govennent s amendment to 
the original ISA proposals is 


that it makes PEPs more at- 
tractive, for a further 12 
months anyway. Lb an they 
were prior to the Budget. Any 
PEP savings between now 
and April 1999 will continue 
to roll up free of income and 
capital gains taxes “in perpe- 
tuity”. So if you have a pound 
or two to tuck away, it makes 
even more sense to do it now. 

A cheer too for the taper- 
ing off of capital gains (CGT) 
liabilities on investments over 
10 years, from 40 per cent to 
24 percent, for higher-rate tax- 
payers, and to 13.8 per cent for 
people on bask: tax rates. This 
may make little difference to 
most small savers, whose OGT 
bills are not likely to be tbat 
great. But it does send a clear 
signal that investments are 
there to be held for the long- 
term if their tuli benefits are 
to be realised. 

After a few weeks' lay-off, 
caused by a minor medical 
problem, I am grateful to ray 
colleague Andrew Verity for 
his sterling work In editing 
this section. 

Andrew, who also curates 
the Financial Makeover nor- 
mally on this page, tells me 
that there are vacancies for 
brave (or foolhardy) individ- 
uals who would like to receive 
several hundreds of pounds- 
woith of free financial advice 
-in return for being featured. 

If you are interested, write 
quickly to Andrew \ferity, Fi- 
nancial Makeover, The Inde- 
pendent, One Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf .London, E14 
5DL. (This week’s makeover 
has been held over to make 
space for Budget news.) 

Apologies too (again) for 
the motoring page disap- 
pearing into the Time Off 
section: we hope to resume 
normal service soon. ■ 


By David Harrison 

Chancellors of the Exchequer 'arc 
prone to make beady claims about the 
likely place in histny of any reforms they 
announce in their Budget speeches. 
Gordon Brown is no exception. 

Early in his speech, Mr. Brown. 
d aimed he was about to deliver his 
promised fundamental reform of cap- 
ital gains tax (CGT). In feet. It was not 
quite as earth-shattering as he implied. 
Many of the complex provisions and 
reliefs, which make it such a difficult tax 
to compute and which result in such a 
kw yield to tte Treasury, apparently sur- 
vive. Nevertheless, the changes are rad- 
ical enough and, needless to say, there 
will some winners but also some losers. 

Young entrepreneurs will be 
pleased by Gordon Brown’s change to 
retirement relief - business people no 
longer need to wait until they are 50 
to attract retirement relief as it is to 
be phased out over five years. The re- 
placement tapering relief on business 
assets is geared solely to length of own- 
ership (over 10 years), reflecting the 
modern trend for businesses to start 
up with a specific intentioo to float or 
achieve a trade sale in the medium- 
term. It will, however, disappoint 
short-term speculators. 

On the other hand, he has made it 
more difficult to avoid any charge on 
the disposal of an asset just by be- 
coming ‘'non-resident”. Until now, if 
you became “non-resident'’ for a pe- 
riod of three years, during which time 
the asset was sold, there would be no 
tax to pay. Brown has extended this pe- 
riod of non-residence to five years. 

However, for those tempted to 
live abroad permanently after retire- 
ment, there is no mention of an exit 
charge on all relevant assets upon em- 
igration as was feared, so they can still 
realise assets tax free. 

The popular “bed-and-breakfast- 
ing~ exercise, usually undertaken to 
“wash out” capital gains each year 
wi thin the annually exempt amount, or 


post-mortem 





Quick getaway: drivers’ worst fears from the Budget failed to materialise 


to create some losses on under- 
performing shares, has been blocked. 
This caught us all napping and no 
doubt stockbrokers will regret the 
loss of commission. 

“Business Angels” - those individ- 
uals willing to provide risk capital for 
businesses - can breathe a sigh, of re- 
lief. The Chancellor has retained re- 
investment relief, which was designed 
to create a source of funds from indi- 
viduals for investment in shares in quaL 
ifying companies. On disposal of any 
asset the gain can be reinvested, de- 
ferring the tax charge unto the newly 
acquired shares are, in tum, disposed 
of Even better, if these shares are re- 
tained until death, all latent capital 
gains liabilities are exempted. 

Additionally, investors in the en- 
terprise investment scheme (EIS) will 
be in a better position from 6 April 


1998. Originally, an investor could not 
defer a capital gain realised from 
other assets by investing in shares un- 
der the EIS scheme. This was relaxed 
in November 1994, with the proviso 
that the investor obtained income tax 
relief for his investment From 6 April 
I99S the Chancellor has removed this 
requirement and an investor will be 
able to claim deferral of a capital gain 
on the amounts subscribed under the 
EIS scheme, whether or not he qual- 
ifies for the income tax relief. 

One of the biggest surprises was that 
inheritance tax was scarcely men- 
tioned and, in the main, lifetime plan- 
ning is unaffected by the Budget. 
Another £8,000, bringing the total to 
£223,000, can be passed to the next gen- 
eration tax free. 

The biggest cheer of the speech was 
reserved for the Chancellor’s announc- 


ement on offshore trusts. He had, of 
course, already felt compelled to block 
one avoidance scheme several days be- 
fore the Budget Comment on this, 
however, has so far been confused and 
often inaccurate. Brown has blocked 
the importation of an offshore trust 
into the UK laden with unrealised 
losses where the plan was to realise the 
losses and sell on to those seeking 
shelter from gains tax. 

He further proposes to extend a 
tougher tax regime, first introduced in 
1991, to the pre-1991 settlements which 
were previously protected. However, 
since die measure takes effect cm 6 April 
1999, ofishore; trusts can re-organise, for 
example, by excluding as their benefi- 
ciaries the settlor, members of his 
family or companies which they control 
- thereby reducing their (abilities. 

UK resident beneficiaries of offshore 


Spotlight: The Independent Mortgage Collection s capped rate mortgage 


The Product: The Independent 
(not this paper) Mortgage Collec- 
tion's capped-rate mortgage. 

The Deal: Take a loan worth up to 
95 per cent of the value of a new 
house. Over the next four years, 
borrowers will pay no more than 6.75 
per cent in interest. IF rales fell home- 
owners pay less. 

Pfus pomts: Borrowers have flocked 


recently to fixed-rate mortgages which 
guarantee a rate of interest for the next 
two years or more. Over the last year, 
interest on five-year fixed-rate mort- 
gages (usually between 6-5 and 8 per 
cent) has been lower than variable 
rates (between 8 and 9 per cent). 

But many experts believe interest 
rates will come down in the next five 
years to 6 per cent or less. The 


mortgage is funded by Bradford & 
Bingley, which in the last year has of- 
fered variable interest rates sub- 
stantially lower than most lenders. 

Although not as keen as Leeds & 
Holbeck’s 6.49 per cent five-year 
capped offer, no compulsory insur- 
ance —which usually adds at least 03 
per cent to a loan - is required. 
Drawbacks and risks: If you believe 


interest rates win go up and stay up, 
a fixed-rate product is a better bet. 

There is a redemption charge of 
33 per cent in the first four years - 
roughly equal to six months’ repay- 
ments. But this is better than other 
capped-rate mortgages, where bor- 
rowers must wait longer than the 
capped-rate lasts. There is an appli- 
cation fee of £295 which can. be added 


trusts, whether created hy scLdoiswha 
are UK resident and domiciled or not, 

will need to seek professional advice as 

lo the tax consequences for them of any 

ca pit al sums or benefits being made 
available to them by the trustees of off- 
shore trusts, after 17 Match 1998. 

Company car drivers expected the 
worst and while some will undoubtedly 

suffer, many are no doubt quite rdiewd 
by the final outcome as swingeing 
charges on company car parking space* 
and other horrors did not materialise. 

Anyone provided with private fact 
by their employers will suffer, for the 
next five years, punitive incremental 
increases in the scale benefit on which 
income tax is charged. Remember flat 
the charge applies even if only £l of 
fuel is supplied. It is therefore only 
worth taking the fuel if the quantity 
supplied is more than the tax charge. 

In an environmental move, the 
Chancellor has decreed that the car 
benefit itself (which is based upon a 
percentage of die value of the car when 
new, plus any accessories added) win 
be unaffected if it is modified, at ad- 
ditional expense, to nm on dearer road 
fuel gases. Similarly, cars acquired 
which already do so will have the extra 
cost disregarded. 

The nnnunl thrash up and down the 
motorway prior to each 5 April, to do 
enough specific business miles in 
order to reduce the tax charge, nitty be- 
come a thing of the past Currently, the 
charge is reduced incrementally if 
business miles reach an annual total 
of 2500 or 1&0Q0 which, of course, pos- 
itively encourages business travel - 
hence the far-flung business trips or- 
ganised in March! 

Gordon Brown is now proposing to 
change the emphasis to achieving fcw- 
er mikx by reducing discounts, the high-; 
er the businessm3es undertaken. Specific 
proposals will emerge in due course. 

David Harrison is national director of tax 
at Kidsons Impey, chartered accountants 
and business ad\isers ( 0171-334 4778 1 


to the loan. Bradford & Bingley also 
charges mortgage indemnity guar- 
antees (MIGs) starting at 75 percent 
of a loan-to-value. On a £100,000 
loan, a 90 per cent MIG would cost 
£750. 

Verdict: A reasonably priced way to 
hedge against the bad times bnt not 
miss out on* the good. ’ 

MarksxHJt of five: Three • 
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1 he low cost 
high income PEP 


Legal & General have led the 
way in providing low cost, high 
performance PEPs to our 
customers. 

A glance at the table shows that 
we deliver unbeatable value, 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP 
on the market with annual 
management charges of only 
0.?u. with no initial charges on 
lump sum investments or 
withdrawal fees. 

S»->. lor ;i regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out 
more about Britain’s best value 
Income PEP loduv. 


2 PEPS 


FORTHE PRICE OF 


Call now. to Sml-ouf how you 
can get. a complete reRmid of 


alt charges fbt the wbole 


year. on your 1998-99 



Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 

Fkfeticy HoneyMkfer: 
income PEP 

Vtrgia.lacomc PEP 


MSG Corporate 
Bond PEP ' 


0 . 5 % 


:vmi ;?. ■ 


■ y.v 

i&S&ifl 


7 . 1 % 



NO initial charges 
NO withdrawal fee 
0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our i ref) site at u n ic.I antlG.cntn 


find out mure non — 


phone free 


0500 11 6622 

Sum to Spin trcvktlavs. 


'Jaw lo 6 pm weekends. 
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You know you 


need a pension 

Now here's how 

you get one. 
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ROBIN AMLOT 

INTERNET 
INVESTOR : 


A Treasury of 
Budget information 


Gordon Brown’s first full Bud- 
get will have left many people 
sligfotly bemused about what is 
and what is not actually going to 
happen next month at the start 
of the new tax year. He has 
sloped into the habit of “pre-an- 
nouncing” measures. 

Many of the tax changes 
unveiled last Tuesday will not 
come into effect until April next 
year. If you want to know not 
only what the Chancellor said but 
whai sums the Government’s 
been doing and using to bade up 
his plans, it is worth checking out 
the Treasury web site.* 

Not only will you find a ver- 
batim trankiipt of the Budget 
Speech, yon can download copies 
of the Budget Red Book New 
Ambitions for Britain and other 
documents, including Innovating 
for the future: investing in R&D 
and The Code for Fiscal Stability . 

In addition, you can download 
copies of the press releases which 
accompany tbe Budget This is 
the fat pile of paper which jour- 
nalists, accountants and city an- 
alysts bum the midnight oQ over 
on Budget day and for several 
days thereafter. It is usually these 
documents into which the Tfea- 
sury dips a few little Budget boo- 
by traps for the unwary taxpayer. 

If this all sounds too turgid 
you could settle for download- 
ing or merely ordering your own 
copy of the Pocket Budget, which 
contains the Government’s de- 
scription of the Budget measures. 

The site also allows the de- 
mocratically inclined to check on 
previous Budgets and related leg- 
islation. You can look back not 
only at the summer 1997 mini- 
Budge t, Gordon Brown’s first, 
but also at Ken Qarke’s Budgets. 

However, the burning ques- . 
tion is are you better or worse off 
as a result? You can check what 
kind of tax bill yon are Ekely to 
face under the Budget proposals ; 
with MoneyworicFs oprline per- 
sonal tax cakntlator.-Develc^jed 
in conjunction with accountants 


Price Waterhouse, ft h designed 
for the UK tax system and as- 
sumes you are a UK resident. 
The calculator allows you to 
work Out your a pp roximate tax 
bilL Before you panic about en- 
tering personal details ou to the 
web, Mobeywodd and Price 
Waterhouse do not ask for your 
name or address and promise not 
to record, use or pass orr any of 
the information yon input. 

The calculator can take ac- 
count of whether yon are em- 
ployed- or self-employed. It 
includes provision for dividends 
and savings account interest, 
the rent-a-room scheme, per- 
sonal allowances, etc. 

Price Witerhoose also has a 
detailed Budget Report on-line. 
The firm’s planned merger part- 
ner, Coopers & Lybrand, also of- 
fers a comprehensive rite, as does 
Delohte & Touche - full marks 
to the latter for being fastest out 
of the starting gale to register 


And a final thought this week 
on the subject of internet ad- 
dresses. The Institute of Trade 
Mark Managers has issued a 
warning about organisations sell- 
ing domain name s with the suf- 
fix “.tm” tncteari of better known 
suffixes such as“joora" or “xo.uk”. 

Domain names are the ad- 
dresses which identify computers 
linked to the internet. This .tm 
does not mean "trade mark”. As 
a business you should not fall into 
this con and, as an nxfeoctaal, you 
shouMbewaiyofartywell-known 
company name with this suffix— 
all it actually means is that the 
websim in question is identifying 
itself as bring on a computer 
located m Turkmenistan] . 

Tn&smy.wwH'JmiarexiswyLgCKuk 
Moneyvrorid Tax Calculator 
WHWjnaneyworidjx>Mk/budget98 
fticeVfeteriH«ise:H^ww/FHicom 
Coopers & Lybrand: 
www.uk.coopcrs.com 
DeMtte & Touche: 
www.budga98.com 


Watch out 
for costly 



Collect to invest Forget tasteful tiaras. The 
really rich go for the kitsch. By John Windsor 


Naffi naffi naff! Little bunnies, dicky- 
birds and pussy cals. Would you be 
seen wearing any of this sentimental 
jeweD ay? Would any woman? 

Do not scoff. If you turn up your 
nose, the joke could be on you. 
They are grid, set 
with rubies, emer- 
alds and diamonds 
and are signed by 
big names such as 
Cartier, Vm Oeef 
& Axpels and 
Tiffany. Don’t you 
know a sapphire 
when yon see one? 

A private collec- 
tion of 70 novelty 
brooches and ear- 
rings, mostly from 
the Fifties and Six- 
ties, has 

mainly in the 
£2jm£S BOO range 
(including multiple 
lots) at Christie’s on 
Wednesday (Ham). 

Tbe collection 
has attracted dozens 
of telephone in- 
quiries from people 
who wQl be bidring 
£30,000 or so for big 
parures (suites of 
matching jewellery) 
in the same sale. 

The rich, you 
might think, , have 
unusual taste. Like, none at afi. But 
there are subtler ways of flaunting 
wealth than toting big rocks. These 
are for casual, day wear, at tea par- 
ties, coffee mornings and on tbe 
grouse moors, during the hours be- 
fore the tiaras come out 

Their humorous kitschiness 
makes a statement of serious wealth. 
7b those in the know, they are an in- 
joke — although it is difficult to un- 
derstand how anybody could avoid 
grimariqg at a pair of Sixties coral and 


emerald duck brooches with over- 
styBsed, Disney-Wee features, by Van 
Qeef & Axpels. They are estimated 
£3.000-£5,000. 

For rich, romantic suitors, such ex- 
pensive trifles provide a way of giv- 
ing a girl some best 
friends m an atmo- 
sphere of light- 
hearted frivolity. 
The little red box 
containing tbe 
plain diamond en- 
gagement ring 
conies later. 

So beware 
those cute, gem- 
seL Easter bunnies: 
they could be a 
tender trap. As a 
gift from husband 
to wife, they side- 
step the risk of 
buying jewellery 
that is not to her 
taste. 

Those who can- 
not afford real jew- 
ellery are the most 
likely to sneer at 
such gem-set triv- 
ia and associate it 
with £2-a-time cos- 
tume jewellery 
pinned to cards. 

But, for those 
who know jew- 
ellery and its his- 
tory, they have differed associations: 
as far back as the Renaissance, jew- 
ellers fashioned animal conceits 
around big pearls whose shapes sug- 
gested a leopard's head, or perhaps ' 
a sea-sprite. In the 18th century, birds 
of rose-cut diamonds holdin g gar- 
lands were all the rage and are now 
period pieces. 

Napoleon took the bumble bee as 
his Imperial symbol and the jeweller 
Boucheron made whole hives of them, 
set with diamonds and precious stones. 
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Pussycat, 
pussy cats can 
you teH which 
one is £38 from 
Butter & Wilson 
and which Is 
several thousand 
pounds from Van 

Cteef&ArpeU 
(The one below 
Is the more 
affordable 
version) 


Jewellery connoisseurs who doubt 
the genuineness of gem-set brooches 
would not associate them first of all 
with cut-price stores, but rather with 
Butler & Wilson, glamorous makers 
of costume jewellery in glamorous 
South Mol ton Street, west London. 
The firm makes novelty jewellery to 
a high standard of craftsmanship and 
sells for under £50 brooches resem- 
■ Ming those in Christie's sale. The late 
Diana, ftincess of Wales used to visit 
the shop. She wore their paste pearls 
and a black snake brooch. A double- 
take, that Princesses are expected to 
wear the real thing. 

Well, could you tell Butler & 
Wilson’s black crystal sausage dog or 
diamante pussy cat - both broodies 
priced £38 - from the real thing? The 
obvious due is that they are com- 
pletely e Derusted with sparklers, not 
just a modest four or five. Tbe real 
thing would be far too expensive for 
casual wear. 

Novelty brooches with genuine 
gems are bolding their value at auc- 
tion. In fact, there is sometimes fierce 
competition among bidders to buy par- 
ticular cute animals that they have got 
a crush on. Three emerald and dia- 
mond Sons by \&n Qeef & Axpels are 
estimated £5,00Q-£7,000 the lot in the 
sale, but identical ones have sold 
individually for as much as £6,000. 

Tbdedde whether such pieces are 


a worthwhile investment, you need to 
be sure that their design is not only 
cute but qualifies as a period piece 
that will typify the Fifties and Sixties 
in a few generations' time. And keep 
an eye open for cross-overvalue: the 


Fifties skiing bird brooch, lotted with 
four others at an estimated £2^00- 
£3,500, though unsigned, will rise in 

value as other ski memorabilia rises. 

In the same collection are Victo- 
rian brooches that are more natu- 
ralistic, less stylised - such as a 
demantoid, garnet, diamond and 
ruby bird brooch of about 1890, es- 
timated £2,000^3^00. 

A guide to antique pieces, “Sen- 
timental Jewellery”, by Ann Louise 
Luthi, has just been issued by Shire 
Publications (£3 .95 plus £1 p&p)- If 
you buy at the sale, buy for love. It 
would be a pity to hide novelty jew- 
ellery in the safe, just because you 
hate the sight of it 

Christie’s, 8 King Street, London SW1 

(0171-839 9060). Butler & Wilson, 20 
South Motion Street, London W1 
(0171-409 2955). Shin Publications, 
Cromwell House, Church Street, 
FYinces Risborough, Buckinghamshire 
HP279AA (01844344301). 
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0345 55 56 57 


Saving has never been simpler 
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SUNALL1ANCE 



After a call to Barclays, 
it all becomes clear. 


Bit fuzzy about the new Individual Savings Accounts? 

Well, give us a ring on 0S00 801 105 and we’ll send you a free leaflet. 


BARCLAYS 


Making your savings work harder. 
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Free guide to making the 
most of your investments 
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: c -; independenl/Wesleyan Assurance Free Guide 
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SAVINGS RATES 
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j Direct Line Personal Loans 1 
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I 0181 667 1121 I 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 
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0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 
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BRIAN TORA 


No radical Budget this 


Once upon a time, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer would 
etans) at the despatch box, 
glas of whisky at his band, and 

re gale us with his plans forsep- 
a raring us from our hard- 
earned money during the 
co ming year. Not any more. 

These days fork-lift truck 
loads of paper are delivered 
to analysts and commenta- 
tors in the form of Inland 
Revenue and Treasury press 
releases. It is not that the 

Government is being devious 
(though devious and gov- 
ernment are two words that 
seem to fit together quite 
nicely), rather it is that tax- 
ation legislation has become 
so complex than an hour 
and a bit of Chancellor speak 
• is simply not enough. 

Thke the ending of the 
overseas trust tax loophole. 
The Government claims this 
is a move to ensure the 
wealthy who seek to avoid 
taxation will find life that 
much more difficult, to the 
benefit of the Treasury. The 
truth is that earlier legislation 
was not drafted well enough 
to catch all the dever money 
that is moved by expensive 
advisers from tax haven to tax 
haven. This is a constant 
problem for any government. 
No matter how carefully you 
word your bill and craft your 
Act of Parliament, there will 
be someone suffirientfy adroit 

and well motivated to find a 

way through -and be well re- 
warded for their troubles. 

Simplification is the an- 
swer, which is what Gordon 
Brown appears to wish to 
achieve. Merging the Con- 
tributions Agency with the 
Inland Revenue is a start 
National Insurance is a tax in 
all but name, so why should 
it be handled separately from 
other taxes? 

Meantime, the measures 
introduced thus far seem to 
signal some fairly radical 
moves further down the road. 


Not that there was much 
that was immediately radical 
in this Budget. A cheer or two 
could be heard for the re- 
tention of existing PEP and 
Tessa contributions, but the 
cynic in me suggests that this 
might owe as much to the 
problems that are likely to ex- 
ist in policing the total level 
of contribution than a sudden 
r ush of munificence by die 
bead of the Beasuty. 

What with this and other 
measures, it felt as though we 
had a Tbiy chancellor deliv- 
ering a Tory Budget. This is 
not to be a tax and spend 
socialist government, that 
much is clear. 

But if the market gener- 
ally welcomed Tuesday's 
measures, there was a degree 
of disappointment in some 
quarters over the Jack of fis- 
cal tightening. While there 
are plenty who believe it is 
not necessary, given the way 
in which the economy is 
slowing, foreign exchange 
markets are telling us that a 
further rate increase is look- 
ing inevitable. 

Remember, the Mone- 
taty Polity Committee of 
the Bank of England is al- 
ready divided as to whether 
enough has yet been done, so 
in the absence of more taxes 
on consumption, action by 
the Bank looks inevitable. 

So we can expect rising 
share prices, a strong pound, 
but subdued government 
bond markets, at least for the 
time being. If not a radical 
Budget, it was a thoughtful 
BudgeL And at least the PEP 
and Tessa pool continues out 
of the dutches of the tax 
man - for the time being at 
any rate. And we can assume 
that the global bull market will 
not have been knocked off 
course by events here. 

Brian Tara is chairman of Are 
investment strategy committee 
at Greig Middleton. 
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To be free of the UK tax net and capitalise 

on your British expatriate status, 
it is essential to take action 
before you leave (and to 
continue taking steps whilst 
you are away). Our booklet 
‘The British Expatriate’ 
outlines what should be done 
- and when to do it. 


e °* Q t fax to (ote* this coupon . 
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To: Wilfred T. Fry Limited, FREEPOST SEA4046, 
WORTHING, West Sussex BN1 1 1BR (no stamp required ) 

Please send me a free copy of 'The British Expatriate ' 
Name 
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12 MILLION INVESTORS TRUST FIDELITY 

KEEP ON 



Yippee for the chancellor* He's given you two more years of 
PEPs, which can continue to grow completely tax-free. So you 
can still use your maximum £9,000 tax-free PEP allowances if 
you invest before 5 April And from 6 April you can invest a 
further 59,000 in your 1998/99 PEPs. So who better to invest 
with than Fidelity? 

Just look at our Mopey Builder Index PEP. It's had a great year, 
growing 38.6% on the back of strong stockmarkex rerums, 
making it one of the top funds in its sector. MooeyBuilder Index 
also has no entry ex esii charges.* 

But what else would you expect from the world’s leading 
fund manager? 

No wonder weVe recently beer voted Best Unit Trust Group 

PHVEA HIUE M TB «*. 7 MIS 


of die year In the recent Standard and Poor’s Mictopal Awards. 

will be keeping our lines open daily from 9am until 
8pm to help you lake advantage of this year’s PEP. 

So ring now. send off the coupon or speak to your 1FA. 
And keep on Peppin', 

fidelity Maketitm Croup. 



Postcode. 


0800414171 
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te nh a m race meeting, the Bud- 
get (after a short interlude 
when it was moved to the au- 
tumn) and - for investment 
groupies such as myself - the ar- 
rival of the “Sage of Omaha's” - 
annual report to shareholders. 

When I made my first viat to 
the annual meeting of Buffett’s 
holding company, Berkshire 
Hathaway, in 1991, the number 
of those who tamed up could 
still be counted in their hnn- 
dreds- The meeting, at which 
Buffett and his lifelong business 
partner Charlie M linger at and 
talk about the business of in- 
vestment for hours on end, was 
stiD small enough to be held in 
the local theatre in Omaha, . 
Nebraska, Buffett's home town. 

Now, however, as his fame 
has spread, the attendance has 
grown exponentially; last year, 


the turnout bad grown to 7,500. 
Such is his fame that no stock 
mark et anywhere in the world 
is immune from the impact of 
what he has to say. 

Last Monday, Buffett re- 
leased his latest annual report 
and accounts for the year just 
gone. lt showed another year of 
progress, with the company’s 
book value up 34 peT cent on the 
year -sot bad in isolation, but 
“no great triumph 7 ’, acconfing to 
Buffett, in a year when the mar- 
ket overall was up 33 per cent. 

Having been reported as 
warning last year that share 
prices were looking very fully 
valued, his comment this year 
that the current level of Wall 
Street prices could stiD be jus- 
tified in valuation terms was 
enough to spark another round 
of buying around the world. 


UNDERSTANDING THE STOCK MARKET: JOHN AN DREW 

* How to avoid depression after a crash 


What goes up can 
come down again. 
Shanes are no 
exception 


It may seem odd, at a time 
when share prices are roaring 
ahead, to write about the op- 
posite side of the coin. It is a 
word stock market investors 
do not like to hear - crash. 
However, we have to face 
reality. 

Even though they may be 
reaching record highs here in 
London, the price of shares do 
plummet from time to time - 
as Ear Eastern markets have 
amply demonstrated. It is not 
a pleasant experience to see 
ypur capital evaporate into thin 
air but there Is not a great deal 
one can do about It. The 
golden rule is not to panic. 

Ask anyone to name two 
stock market crashes and in- . 
cvilably they will respond, 
“WW1 Street 1929; Blade Mon- 
day 1987". These are certainly 
the best-known cases when 
shares “fell out of bed". How- 
ever, they are by. no means the 
only or the first two cases. In- 
evitably, in the future there wfll 
be further upsets- ■ • - 

England’s first stock mar- 
ket crash was in 1720 when the 
South Sea Company went 
bust. In 1745, a fall in share 
prices was triggered when the 
Jacobite forces of the Young 
Pretender reached Derby. 
Now forgotten is the run on 
the London bank -Pole & 
Company in 1825, resulting in 
a financial crisis of such pro- 
portions that it was said Eng- 
land was only a day away from 
a barter economy. Then last 
year, all the world’s stock-mar- 
kets took a tumble when mar- 
kets fa the Ear East crashed. 

Coutraty to legend, the TOD 
Street Crash of 1929 did not re- 
sult in stockbrokers throwing 
themselves from Manhattan's 



Historic plunge: Wall Street fell 13.2 per cent on 29 October 1929 Huhon Getcy 


skyscrapers. However, Wall 
Street did fall by 13.2 per cent 
on 29 October 1929 and the 
Great Depression started. An 
even .greater fall .nyans experi T 
enoed on 19 October 1987, 
more commonly referred to as 
Black Monday. Shares fell on 
W&ll Street by 25 per cent In 
London, prices fell by 10 j 6 per 
cent, cutting more than £50bn 
from the value of shares. Die . 
following day prices fell a fur- 
ther 12 per cent. By 9 Novem- 
ber, the London market had 
fallen 32 per cent 

Statistics, of course, do not 
tell us how badly private in- 
vestors were hurt. As the crash 
came at a period when the gov- 
ernment was encouraging 
wider share ownership, many 
investors who had purchased 
shares relatively recently did 
Lose large sums. So, too, did 
speculators in penny shares. 

The speed of the crash re- 
sulted in everyone being taken 
by surprise. Phone lines to 
brokers quickly berame 
jammed and it was virtually im- 
possible to sell shares on the 
first day and veiy difficult on the 
second. Those who were suc- 
cessful fa getting through had 


to wait weeks far the proceeds), 
for brokers could just not cope 
with the administrative burden. 

Investors in unit trusts 
fared no better. Some man- 
agement groups temporarily 
suspended dealing while 
others, allegedly, did not an- 
swer their telephones. Unit 
holders who did manage to sdl 
discovered that they did so at 
the “cancellation price” which 
is the lowest price allowed by 
the regulators for the re-pur- 
chase of units. 

Unlike the 1929 crash, in- 
vestors did not have to wait a 
fang time to see the market re- 
cover. Indeed, 21 months later 
the Footsie was back to its pre 
19 October 1987 position. Al- 
though the market ended the 
year higher than when it be- 
gan, this was not comforting 
for many investors. 

Anyone who bought shares 
at the top of the market in July 
1 987 had to wait five years be- 
fore the prices of theii shares 
substantially rose above the 
price at which they were ac- 
quired. So, what can we learn 
from all this? 

The golden rule is only in- 
vest “capital" in shares. In 


other words, you must have a 
reasonable level of savings 
before you even think about 
the stock market. 

■ Ideally the equivalent of 
three months' income should 
be kept in an instant access sav- 
ings account. Additional 
“comfort" fends should be 
kept fa a notice account for 
emergencies. Certainly, do 
not place money you are sav- 
ing for a future planned ex- 
penditure into shares. 

■ Shares are not for everyone. 
If fluctuations in share prices 
are likely to cause you sleep- 
less nights, then think about 
“safe" investments such as in- 
terest bearing accounts or 
“guaranteed” investments that 
pay a bonus at the eud of five 
years if the stock market does 
well and returns your money 
in full if it does not. 

■ Remember the stock market 
must be viewed as a medium 
to long-term investment - that 
is for at least five years. 

■ If the market plunges, do not 
panic. Providing all the eco- 
nomic fundamentals are right 
and yon have shares in good 
companies, aD will hopefully 
come right in the end. 


of Omaha 


AU this despite the fact that, 
by his own admission, Buffett's 
actions betray a real concern 
about the riskiness of many 
stock prices at today's levels. 

Buffett’s views are as follows. 
While he professes to having no 
views about which the market is 
going to move tomorrow, be 
does, “try in a very rough way 
to value it”. A year ago, he said 
that, with the Dow Jones al its 
then level of 7,070 and the long 
bond rate at 6.89 percent, the 

market did not look overvalued 
provided that two essential con- 
ditions continued to be met 

One was that interest rates 
at the long end of the scale did 
not rise; and the second was that 
American companies continued 
to earn the “remarkable returns 
on equity” that they have been 
achieving in the last few yeans. 


So far, says Buffett, both con- 
ditions have held: returns on 
equity have remained “excep- 
tionally high”, the market has 
bounded on to new records, 
while interest rates have fallen 
further, with the long bond 
rate occasionally dropping be- 
low 6 per cent. Buffett himself 
confirmed the reports which 
emerged in the autumn that he 
had been putting money into 
government bonds, a ploy which 
can only pay off if interest rates 

continue to fall. (In the event, 
so the annual report discloses, 
the profit on the bonds has been 
around $600m. on an invest- 
ment of around $4.0bn). 

The trouble is, says Buffett, 
that finding good value shares 
in the current climate is difficult 
even if you make the assump- 
tion that bis two conditions 


will continue to hold fora little 
while longer. 

The upshot is that whDe it 
may be still be tjgb t to buy new 
shares at today's levels, the 
height the market has reached 
has materially eroded the mar- 
gin of safety that Ben Graham 
(Buffett’s original mentor) iden- 
tified as the “cornerstone of in- 
telligent investing”. 

B|y his own admission, Buf- 
fett has been putting a bigger 
chunk of his money Into bonds 

and what he calls “unconven- 
tional commitments”. Thus, be 
has money lied up in forward 
contracts for oil, and has also 
been bull ding a position in sil- 
ver (profit at year-end: 597.4m). 

“We are not pleased with our 
prospects for committing in- 
coming fends," Buffet writes. “It 
may be some time before we 
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is mg Coca-Cola 10 years ago. 

everyone at the time said he had 
e dearly run oul of new ideas. His 
f- shareholding has since risen 
e more than tenfold to $ 133bn - 
d so much so that Coke alone now 
e accounts for 37 per cent of the 
a world’s most successful stock 
r. market investor's portfolio. 


find opportunities that get us 
truly excited". 

Mind you, that last Ml can be 
taken with a pinch of salL Buf- 
fett has been saying the same 
kind of thing for years now. and 
each year he manages lo conjure 
some new profitable rabbit oul 
of the haL When he started buy- 


Manek 

Growth Fund 



and PEP 

£80m under management 


A winnin^ihVieH-jor 


Jayesh Manek, winner of the two Sunday Times 
Fantasy Fund Manager Competitions, has 
been given a resounding vote of confidence 
by private investors. 

The Manek Growth Fund has attracted more 
than 16,000 investors since the launch in Nov 97. 

Sir John Templeton, the legendary investment 
guru, has transferred £14.5m of his personal 
funds which were already entrusted to 
Jayesh's management into the new Fund. 

Total funds under management, as at 
19.2.98, exceed £80 million. 

The Manek Growth Fund and PEP 

The Fund is an Authorised Unit Trust and fully 
PEPable, designed to make Jayesh Manek’s 
investment skills available directly to all 
investors. The Fund targets outstanding growth 
opportunities principally through investment in 
UK equities. It is intended that the Fund will 
not invest in unquoted companies. 




Manek 

investments 


The Manager is Manek Investment Management 
Limited. Its Chairman is Stanislas Yassukovich 
CBE, a former Deputy Chairman of the London 
Stock Exchange and currently Chairman of 
EASDAQ. The Hon Crispin Money-Coutts is 
a non-executive director. The RoyaJ Bank of 
Scotland pic are the Trustees of the Fund. 

Act now 

You can invest in the Manek Growth Fund and 
PEP from £1 ,000 lump sum or £50 monthly. 
With the end of the PEP year approaching, 
the Fund offers an excellent opportunity to 
combine capital growth potential with the tax 
benefits of a PEP. 

For a brochure complete the coupon below 

or call: 0800 783 6060 

7 days a week. Quoting ref IND21 .03. 

YOU TOO COULD BECOME A WINNING INVESTOR , 

jj~ To: Investor Services. Manek Investment Management Ltd, "1 
I PO Box 17071, London EC3V 9NA. Tel: 0171 615 7070. j 
I Please send me further information on I 

I Manek Growth Fund □ } 

1 Manek Growth PEP □ PEP Transfer □ I 

I I 

. Pnnl Mime iMr/fldrJMO _ l 


a winning way with investment I 

Investments: in the Manek Growth Fund should be made only on the basis of the scheme particulars and key features documents which may be obtained from Man..* inveilment Minaer mem 
UmBed, PO Box 17071, London K3V SNA Pfease nememher that the value of an investment m a unit trust and the income from « may go down o» well os up. it may be Jflrcitd by twefunne 
rate variations, and you may not grl back the amount invested. Current tax levels and rebels may change and thee value wfll depend on your kvCvdusl cacumstances. The Government fvv. 
announced that t» credte ui« continue to be redamable in a PEP untfi 5 April 30<M. Subto^iacni to PWs. can continue unN 5 Aprt 1E*» PEPt. token out bcloit this dale can reman n 
«drt£nce tndefiruleiy. Past performance is not nece-ssarfly a guide to future performance. Manefc Investment Management Limited ts regulated by IMRO and for Personal Invi-slmcnt Aulhontv 


Pensions spoken plainly. 

Ask a straightforward question about pensions - or even a complicated one - and we’ll give you a 
straightforward answer. Our experts will give an honest assessment of your current position, answer 
questions or give advice - all by phone. What could be plainer than that? 



Call, Sam-lOpm, 7 days a week quoting ref:288D321 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 




■ ■■ - • 

i'.Vi'J;." -. . ; j ■TwUTT ~~ . , . 0 f nrm , f ,__ nt advice will onlr be provided no Scottish Widow* products. taued by Scottish Widow*’ fund and Lift Assurance Socici*. Regulated b* tbe IVnoiial Inmimcnl Authuriit. 

Fur wui protatllon. jiuur C.flt to Scottish Widows may be reewnled or moHrored and tolorms. I 1 
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The price of protection 
against terrorist damage 


■- A 



When the Docklands, London, was bombed m 1996, many flat-owners were uninsured 


Changes by insurers 
after IRA bombs in 
Ihe City of London 
have left tenants liable 
for terrorist damage. 
Paul Slade reports 

As the Northern Ireland peace 

talks lurch from op timism tn tyn- 

iasm to despair and back again, 
one forgotten element of the 
process is that of bow to insure 
against the damaging effects of 
another UK mainland bombing 
campaign in the event of a 
breakdown in the talks. 

Among those most affected 
are the new and fashionable 
breed of inner-city dwellers, 
drawn to live in converted of- 
fices and warehouses. In some 


cases, they may even be living 
in blocks which still contain 
shops or offices. If so, they could 
drastically cut the cost of cov- 
eting their home a gainst the risk 
of terrorism. 

Premiums for this type of 
cover on commercial premises 
soared in 1992, wheat the St 
Mary Axe bomb in the City of 
London led European re- in- 
surers to rethink their view on 
terrorist risk in the UK. When 
another City explosion caused 
a further £lbn-phis of damage 
in 1993, they said, they would no 
longer accept the risk passed on 
by UK insurance companies 
for terrorist damage. 

UK insurers were forced to 
create their own reinsurer. Pool 
Re, instead Terrorism premi- 
ums now go to Pool Re which, 
at the end of 1996, had amassed 
a fund of about £70 Om to meet 
future claims. 


Until 1992, terrorist damage 

was included in mainstream 
commercial property insurance. 
But, under the new system, 
only £100,000 per property is 
covered. Pool Re cut its rates by 
20 per cent in the riskiest areas 
at the beginning of this year, re- 
flecting a claim-free year. But 
getting oover for a building’s full 
value still means paying a hefty 
extra premium. 

Philip Perry is terrorism un- 
derwriter at Hiscax, which runs 
a number of Lloyd’s syndicates 
operating outside the Pool Re 
system. He says: “If you take a 
big cammerdaJ properly in 
London worth £100m, and in- 
sure it for fire perils, yon might 
pay a premium of £30,000 or 
£40,000. The terrorism cover 
will cost you another £115,000. 
Previously, you, as a client, bad 
that cover for free, because it 
was within the £30,000." 
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2 PEPsfor 
the price of 1 






Take nut a VJ07/98 
LqolAGeaenf 
Indcx-TnuMnR PEP 
hefirre ’’U’ April 


Two PEPs for the price of one - who else 
is offering you this? 

We already offer our Index-Tracking PEP 
investors some of the lowest charges 
around. NO initial charges on lump sum 
investments; NO withdrawal fees; and 
an annual management charge of only 
0.5%. But now we want to do even more 
than that. 



ANNUAL 

MANAGEMENT GROWTH 
CHARGE 




So, if you invest £6,000 in our 1997/98 Index-Tracking PEP before 
5th April 1998 and then invest a farther £6,000 in our 1998/99 PEP 
before 30th April 1998, we will refund ALL charges for the whole of 
the first year on your 1998/99 Legal & General PEP, provided you 
leave at least £12,000 invested with us until after 30th April 1999- 

Tltat’s two PEPs and just one set of charges. 

THE HIGH PERFORMANCE INDEX-TRACKING PEP 


Gartmore 
Dresdner RCM 
Virgin 

Average UK Income 
& Growth Trust 


1 . 00 % 

0 . 50 % 

1.00% 


66 . 70 % 

66 . 34 % 

65 . 87 % 


55 . 23 % 





O 


.And it's not just our low chatges dial make 
die Index-Tracking PEP such an 
outstanding investment. This PEP follows 
the FTSE All-Share Index which reflects the 
performance of the endre UK stock market, 
so it reduces the risk of being over- 
exposed to shares which can 
underperform and lessen your return. 


30 


.Vo charges fiar the first year of 
your 7998/99 Legal & General 
Index-Trucking PEP Ifyt » Inrest 
tbe full t&flOO before 30th Afire 
1998 aiut leave £13,000 invested 
urltb us unUJ after VUb April 1999. 


V/s/l oar tveb site at iviv iv.LatuiG.com 


l inti out more non — 


phone free 


In fact, a lump sum of £6.000 invested ****** ajter.umapru 

in the Legal Us General Index-Tracking 
PEP at launch would now be worth .UGJ04* compared to fust 
£9.313“ in the average UK Income & Growth Trust. 

INVEST BEFORE APRIL 5TH 1998 
FOR OUR 2-FOR-l PEP OFFER 

Remember, this 2-for-l offer is available for a strictly limited 
time only. To invest you must act before 5th April 1998. So call 
us now’ or return the coupon below today. 



0500 11 6622 


8am to 8pm weekdays . . 
9 tun to 6 pm weekends. 


Please quote ref: C4Ttf20 



<3 


YES,,, 


Surname (Mrfttrs'Miss/Msj 


Farenamets i 


X X-jeJ I would like more information 

alxDut die Legal General Index -Tricking PEP 

2-for-l offer. Pcm to: Ural & General (Direct) 

• Address 

limited, FREEPOST SVOMtiT. Cardiff CFl lYW. 

If \t>u already have any PEP investment, 

please tick here CD. 

Vtv rO.iv telephone you m make sure infomniton 

rei|ueMed has arrlwd «ildy Now and then, we 

may tell you ahuiit other product. seniCt=> Date ofbirtij— 

ulTcred hi- the Legal & General Group at 

cotnpinies ilui w heUcu- may he of intercs iu Tel. So. Home. 
iifti. If you would pieter nor 10 rvteise ihb 

carefully .oritxicxJ inlonnaikm. please rkk here O. Tel. So. 'frotii . 


*•>*§* 

C-fDJ2Q 


Postcode . 


Date of birth - 


Tel. So. Home. 


& 


Legal 

(general 


• Nw , v Mm*ipal UiLM, i<n an otter to bkl hub hosed on oD PEP riuqsn Mh row tame re-invested tram CU.1I.9S tUgal & General since bunds) 10 03.03 98. Pm performance Is not nccisMaifly a gakfet p future performance. From 06 jK99 cue credfc 
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Akcotmt < ISA * Kill he aradaNc. Lcjal tienerJ i Duvet) Umked. in Ensbnd No. 2-ii2UtW. Ecguaered Office: Temple Chun. 11 Queen VkJoria Streel. Ixxhkm ECAN 4TP. Rcfaisreiltahv only of The Lcgsl & General nsriwtinf- sroup. cnemben. 

. 4 uli*Ji jr- revtibicd In iIk- lYmnul tm wtnienl .Audtonn- ind t\lRO for rlie purpisQ ri cecumnMi&m adveJnR on and He Man and invetmuM pwxkicB brarinp Irpl X GcoraaT* name. 


Feny’s example refere to 
Fool Re’s standard premiums 
for commercial property in the 
highest-risk areas of central 
London. Residential rates in the 
jame areas would mean paying 

just £ 8 , 000 - Both figures are be- 
fore insurance premium tax. 

This leaves leaseholders in a 
vulnerable position. The free- 
holders who own residential 
or mixed blocks will typically buy 
cover for the whole block and 
pass it on piece by piece to in- 
dividual tenants. 

But they can get cover at res- 
idenrial rates only if they can 
demonstrate to Pool Re that SO 
per cent or more of the prop- 
erty in question is devoted to 
residential use. Lower rates 
should then apply to the resi- 
dential part of the block, and be 
passed on to tenants. 

Mike Thomsett is managing 
director of Reality Insurances, 
whose clients include the huge 
central London Grosvenor Es- 
tates. He says: T think it is quite 
reasonable for tenants to ap- 
proach their landlord and ask 
them to confirm there is terrorist 
cover on the building, and to 
make enquiries to see whether 
it’s possible to pay the residen- 
tial rate rather than the com- 
mercial rate -because that can 
produce an enormous saving." 

Some fear die increased cost 
of birring terrorism insurance 
separately may lead local coun- 
cils or private landlords to save 
money by not buying the cover. 
When die Docklands bomb ex- 
ploded in February 1996, two of 
the residential blocks damaged 
turned outto be uninsured. One 
was owned by Tbwer Hamlets 
local authority and the other by 
a private developer. 

Leslie Lucas, chief executive 


of Pool Re says- “The Tbw^ 
Hamlets building was occupied 
by tenants but, for some reason 
or another, tbe local author^ 
had decided not to buy the 
cover. The other building had 
no tenants and. because there 
were no tenants, there was on 
one to charge the premiums out 
to. It would have been quite e 
hefty premium, and they de- 
cided to run the risk themselves. 

“Both those buildings sus- 
tained veiy substantial damage. 
I think the temptation is there 
to save money, and people hare 
to weigh up the risks." 

But what happens if you are 
a leaseholder thing in an units 
sored properly which is damaged 
as a result of terrorism? Tbe po^ 
sition will depend partly on the 
details of your own lease. If the 
lease contains a covenant slat- 
ing me landlord will lake out in- 
surance, you may be able to insist 
be reimburse you for any dam- 
age from his own pocket. 

Equally, however, tbe lease 
may contain a clause saying you 
will take insurance for your 
own part of the block. If you 
have not done so, it may be the 
landlord who is pursuing you. 

Homeowners are not af- 
fected by the 1992 changes. In 

their case terrorism cover is stffl 
included in their basic house 
and contents policy. 

Thomsen is a trenchant critic 
of the whole system of terrorism 
insurance here, which he believes 
is far more tortuous than it need 
be. He says: “You walk down a 
street in SW1, and you can’t tell 
from the outside whether it’s 
commercial offices or a resi- 
dential house. A bomb doesn’t 
identify the residential bits asbe- 
ing less bombabie, so the whole 
thing's a nonsense, really.” 
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<fomrnerc|al insurance rates for terro ris t damage are higher dtan. 
. residential o ries because these are the properties thought to be 
. tfwprinc^tav^rtj. Bur«ny dtycemre now v>4l[comam a com- 
rpfec ratoc of ccnmurciai and naMwidd . properties, putting the 
;resid«tialonesat>fekHQd.Tbe<^^ Lon- 


/rass.areakirfotiier mj^ OT does there, 

:■ ^Scotiarid, yv&est Devon and CraTTwallarathe safest part of the 
UK. fool Rfr divides the country by postcode into four groups, • 
the wildest of which 3s Tone AZorie A consists entirely otcen- 
are-ET.EH, SCI, EC2.EC3. EG4, 
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V-tYPT nesjktetkara to a position to cestify, 
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ofaresurnptfon of hostilities by the ProvisJonaJ IRA or any other 
: Irish : re^ufilic^i or^a nhatforirh may be small comfort to thienv: 

million pounds’ worth of damage i 
in least are p6ced fo a cheaper rnsurance risk ' 

cx^garyfind would, fanre to pzy mai^halfy smaller premiums to 
cava- tjT«i is^vbs ^^nstanotherterrorist outrage. 


Don’t be shy of 
retiring. Boost your 
company pension now. 


No matter when you plan to retire you will want to be abfe 
w enjoy life. But wifi your company pension allow you CO do aQ 
that you would like? 

• ’^_ r f CC ^ VC maadmum pension available you would 
mncally have to be pan of the same company pension scheme 
for 40 yean?. Moreover, if you have changed your job, even once, 
a could dramatically reduce your pensioa 

■fopping up your company pension with an Equitable Free- 
Staodmg Additional \feluntaiy Contributions Scheme can help 
make up tbe difference so that you can afford to enjoy life when 
you have mote time to do so. 

are digfole for t» relief at the highest rate you pay 
fo^anber that the value of ta* relief available wifi depend 
araini s t ances and current legislation can change in 

lu**^ 8 * "T c ^ n 1 ^ ievc ® Paring commission to third 
introduction of new business, so please contact us 

www.equitabie.co.uk 

j I «r£SBuiK Bufaimn 7 br ] 

S on The Equu^-, Free-Sundln* AVC plan, Q j 

! NAME iMrMn Mm) lNX ’ FW: } 

I ADDRESS _____ J 
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risk and reward 


Making tax savings is pointless if you Jose, 
money on the underlying investment as- a 
. ■ result. Tony Lyons reports . 

' m 10 soaetics - Morc ^ bonds, 

" ITvo^ ^ equities, withcdko- 

• u : InvoSJ “ dersta ° d ^ risks five investments being less of a 

• : i PW^‘^L° neS 5° Uldb ^ a than going ferfy into 

^^ becauseofthetoad - rt 

"'*■ J^y^s who have enough capj- SW prices areSSSed 

sf 3Ve regukr ^ man y &«ms. indnding the 

■ ‘i -1 V W* heakh of ec^Sr?UIti- 

^ r * s ^ ^ ®‘ niatefy, if there are more buyers 
'""'■i' rfiJSh,™ i ^ Ulties ” w ^ether than seUers, prices will. rise. 

thro^i^ ron«vn° r ^ K *^ ect ^ f * MostinveaoKwflLbeteqjpser 

m : ,A r° U ^ a <*> nect ™e fund such with a PEP that invests iaerf- 
' - ““^stoent or unit trust lective fund. But even hem there 

"i':v k|I> In order to make real gains, arewaysafiwfa^risfcAflPEP 
1(1 1 y° u “™ l ^ prepared to invest brochures now show die degree 

<s.i, f f or f J east J^®_ years_ of risk attached to any particu- 

of Hde% In- lar investment. Lowest of all are 

• 4^ V£ ? E !“ t£ J ‘investors need to protected funds that guarantee 

■ i n!k ™d«istend the relationship be- you wfll at least get hack your 

'*■< tween nsk and reward in order original capital after five or six 
; ; ^V to make sensible investment yeans. These are followed by 
■' i ,jL t ch01ces ” 10 other words, the tracker funds which simply mir- 
t higher the potential return, the ror the perfonnance of a chosen 

greater the risks. When it comes stock market index, usually the 
w:, ^« to equities and other high risk FISE 100 or FTSE AD Share. 

'< r investments be prepared to After these come more ac- 

• l »iv. ^ make losses as well as gains. tivefy managed funds. 

i,r, The lowest-risk investments UK-imossting funds, along with 
,,,i, .L t are cash and near-cash fixed in- managed funds, are generally 
'■ ;I m.iix Merest accounts, such as those of- seen as being lower risk than 
'' ruiviB. ;% feredty the banks and bmlding growth fiinds. On the scale of 

' i..- 

The best guide to f 


Safety first 
Picking your 
Inve stm ents 
carefuHy can 
reduce the risk 
inherent in stock 

markets 


' "^4, 

u ; r 'X\ 
M'ns,. 

‘•Mill. . . 



PEPs 

take owuiwra »S ££'£?: 


. tops'* Unhfcc onw™™"' munm, w aiso 

whetojnuidcn^^n«J^^ information end d* detailed ftmd 

«»F*r whra annparin* d* many 

*> Wt arc paid by Ihe PEP promoter 
1 Weae voa invest with. Von pay no few for 


srsra « «*» “■ r “* ror 

F°ups. and “ fou ssupw Maximum Assured! 

atmos evoyPEP iEw Dacouot (“MAD”) Scheme ensures 

900 in ant Fafwlar Ascoont offer* receive the biggest discount 


include: 

JUPITER 

mercury 

SCHRODER 


ihM you receive me mggest ancouni 
an the n»rt** - otherwise we wffl 
reimburse you “double the 
difference phis £2y 


THE PEP SHOP LTD - TWb 0115982 5105 


Service* r*- 

■dlane. 


risks, then come international 
funds, European and US spe- 
cialist funds, smaller company 
funds, untO you get to the really 
higb-risk end of the Spectrum of 

the eme rgi ng markets. 

Even after deciding what 
degree of risk you are pre- 
pared to take, it can psy to look 
at the volatility of a particular 
fund. This is a statistical device 
for highlighting the degree of 
variation in a fund’s unit price 
from the average - “the rela- 
tionship between the price 


movements of an investment 
and it’s benchmark index”, says 
Ms Drew. 

Tbe more volatile a fund, the 
more its unit price fluctuates. 
This is a statistical way of mea- 
suring how the price at any time 
deviates from its average price, 
usually over a one or three-year 
period. An historic guide only, a 
highly volatile uni: price does not 
necessarily imply a bad invest- 
ment. It just means that, at any 
given time, its price could vary 
widely from the sector average. 


“We generally look at six 
time periods at least,” says Chris 
Handy of Reuters Funds, who | 
provide statistical analysis. These 
measures of volatility are some- 
times available in specialist 
magazines such as Money 
Management. “However, if you 
go bade too far, it can become 
irrelevant,” warns Mr Hardy. 
“Over time, many funds change 
or amend their investment aims. 
This sort of analysis is only for 
the professional adviser or very 
sophisticated investor.” 
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guide to future performance 
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The most lucrative place to put 
your PEP ca^i five years ago was 
an investment trust little known 
to private investors called Scot- 
tish National. By the be ginning 
of 1998, a £6,000 five-year PEP 
investment in the capital shares 
of Scottish National, manage d 
by Gartmore, was worth a stag- 
gering £33,700. Sadly, the trust 
is to he wound up later this year 
and shares are no longer avail- 
able, although a successor trust 
has been created. 

Even if shares in the original 
trust were stifl available, it is un- 
likely they could repeat this 
dramatic appreciation, which 
was largely the result of the 
trust’s structure. But that’s the 
danger of kxtldng at past returns 
to see which are the most 
prumsiiig investmentprospeefc: 


Past success is no guarantee of future returns, but performance 
tables can still yield useful information. Juliet Oxborrow explains 


they tefl you of pafonnance that 
has already passed. 

However, past performance 
can point to important trends in 
the stock market For example, 
continental European unit 
trusts have now come power- . 
fiiQy to tbe fore, returning on av- 
erage 22 per cent growth in the 
year to I March. Ibp perform- 
ers, like tbe Newton European, 
hare grown by mare than a third 
over the past 12 months. 
Financial advisers believe this 
growth will continue. 

. . It is afao worth iookmgat the 
laggards in the market as they 
may be due for a change in for- 


tunes. Japan is tipped for re- 
covery and, even if this again 
proves to be a false dawn, at 
least it is currently very cheap 
to invest in. However, as a non- 
European fund, it can only ac- 
count for a maximum of £1,500 
of your general PEP allowance. 

Rather than looking at in- 
vesDnent funds in isolation, look 
at them in the context of other 
funds in the same areas to see 
how they have performed rela- 
tive to their peers. Managers who 
can contain losses is a falling 
market should have the skills to 
outperform in a rising market. 

Some investment bouses. 


notably Schroder, argue that 
smaller company funds are also 
ripe for a re-rating, having been 
left out of tbe stock market rally 
of the last two years. 

' If you are a cautious investor, 
pick a widely spread interna- 
tional fund which can chop and 
change between markets to 
scoop up the best growth. Some 
of the largest and oldest in- 
vestment trusts are interna- 
tionally invested, including the 
Foreign & Colonial trust and 
the Witan trust, managed by 
Henderson. These are highly 
venerated trusts whose shares 
are constantly in demand and 


so are unlikely to see sudden 
dramatic lurches in value. 

Among unit trusts, the best 
international funds have been 
the highty specialised ones that , 
invest in a particular sector of 
the stock market, most notably 
Framlington Financial and Save 
& Prosper^ Financial Securities 
fund, which both invest across 
the world’s banks, life assurers 
and investment bouses. 

Also look at performance ta- 
bles to get a “feel” for a man- 
agement house’s pedigree. Tbe 
“holy quartet” cfRdefity, Jupiter, 
Perpetual and Schroder are of- 
ten recommended because their 
funds have provided above-av- 
exage returns across many sectors. 


Pkjse send me details oftI>e Frjmlirqpon hnancui Furui and PEP. Return tbe cotrpon to; 

F ram ling f oit Unit Management Landed, Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Tiryf ord, Reading, Berkshire RG10 8BR. 


ADDRESS 




If you do not wish to receive details ofFram h rt g Jon products in future, (dense tick tbe box □ wno/wff 


Juliet Oxborrow is editor of 
’What PEP*. 
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Why now’s 


time to PEP 


across the Channel 


r „ wy . r - 




Don’t get left behind. Now’s the time to 

maximise your PEP allowance. 

For performance our choice of top quartile 
funds includes*: - 

American Emerging Growth Fund 1st 
European Selected Opportunities Fund 1st 
International Growth Fund 1 st 

UK Capital Growth Fund lst 

UK Smaller Companies Fund 1st 

Choice and flexibility at low cost from the 
UK's fifth largest unit trust company. 

The Gartmore Global PEP. 
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THE MERCURY EUROPEAN GROWTH PEP 


He*®* 


With our special PEP discount of 2%. and strengthening 
European stockmarkets, there's never been a better 
time to invest In Europe. Take advantage of this 
excellent grpwth potential by Investing in the Mercury 
European Growth Fund. Had you been able to invest 
£6,000 in a PEP at the Fund's launch in December 
1983, it would now be worth £62,973 tax-free - an 
average annual return of 1 8.0%.* 

Save up to £120 

For more information and details of a 2% PEP discount 
worth up to £120, call us now, return the coupon or 
contact your financial adviser. 


NOW 0800 882 884 


To- Brochure Requests, Mercury Asset Maiagement. FREEPOST KE-W3P. 
London EC4B 400. Plea* md me deals of tf® Mercuv European Grcwth 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING USING BLOCK CAPITALS 


Title Surname 


The Chancellor has now confirmed the continuing tax 
efficiency of PEPs. so it is even more important to 
consider a PEP investment. Act before 3rd April 
1 998 to make the most of your full PEP allowance. 


MERCURY 

ASSET M A N A Ci E .VI E N T 


can now 0800 731 3513 

E-mail: belpllnc®sarunorc.com web: www.JU.co.uk/gamuore 
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Moral money making 


More and more 
unit trust PEPs are 
adhering to ethical 
codes when they 
invest By Tony 
Bonsignore 


Many people feel uneasy about 
the manner in which their 
investments actually deliver a 
return. The usual concents 
centre on where the money is 
being invested, such as compa- 
nies that damage the environ- 
ment, tobacco firms, weapons 
manufacturers or whether 
products are tested on animals. 

It is often too difficult to en- 
sure that your hard-earned 
cash is being invested with the 
best of intentions. Complex le- 
gal requirements mean that it 
can often be hard to find out ex- 
actly where all your money is 


going. Even if you are able to 
find this information it can be 
a difficult and time-consuming 
process to check that each 
company listed lives up to the 
required standards. And, even 
then, can an investor be sure 
(bat any particular company 
does not have links with an- 
other firm that may not be as 
clean as it might be? 

Fortunately, many invest- 
ment companies have reacted 
to this demand with the launch 
of a range of ethical unit trust 
PEPS. This type of fund has be- 
come increasingly popular. Eth- 
ical funds only invest in firms 
which adhere to a strict ethical 
code. They often spend large 
sums of money looking into the 
activities of a particular firm for 
fear of picking one bad apple 
and alienating thousands of 
their own investors. 

The market in ethical unit 
trusts is beco ming quite large. 
There are now 24 unit trusts 
which could be classed as eth- 
ical, compared with only 17 just 


one year ago. The amount of 
money invested in these funds 
has grown massively. % the end 
of last month there was more 
than £1.5bn invested in ftthimi 
unit trusts, compared with 
under £S30m at the sum* 
in 1997. 

Most of the ethical funds axe 
now available to PEP investors. 

Providers that offer ethical 
PEPs include such household 
names as Equitable life, NPL, 
Scottish Equitable, Standard 
Life and Friends Provident. 
The latter’s Stewardship fund is 
far and away the market leader, 
with over £440m under man- 
agement. The Environ unit 
trust, run by Co-operative In- 
surance Services, is the only 
other unit trust with more than 
£100m of investments. 

The ethical funds currently 
available come in a number of 
different forms. Some, such as 
the Stewardship fund, refuse to 
invest in anything it considers 
to be unethical while others, 
such as the Jupiter ecology 


fund, have a particular focus. 

There is also some variation 
as to how strict a fund's ethi- 
cal rules are. If you are think- 
ing about investing in such a 
unit trust, be sure to ask what 
its exact ethical criteria are to 
avoid any unpleasant surprises 
later on. If you are still unsure, 
the Ethical Investment Re- 
search Service (Eiris), a char- 
itable organisation, provides a 
detailed guide on each of the 
different funds called Money 
and Ethics. 

The best news is that being 
ethical does not involve sacri- 
ficing performance. For exam- 
ple, over the five years to the 
beginning of March 1998, the 
best performing fund, Fram- 
lington Health, (while not 
strictly an ethical fond) recorded 
a 152 per cent increase in its val- 
ue. So an investment of £1,000 
in that fund in March 1993 
would now be worth more than 
£2,500. This compares with just 
over £2,250 for the FTSE All 
Share index and just £1,790 for 


\ 


Generating profits: Seven out of 17 ethical funds have outperformed the average for all unit trusts over five years 


the average UK unit trust over 
the same period. Seven of the 
17 ethical unit trusts which have 
been going for five years or more 
have outperformed the average 
for all unit trusts. 

So if you are considering in- 
vesting some money but your 


conscience zs stqppingyou, think 
again. There may be a wry of 
making your money work for you 
without investing in armaments, 
tobacco or environmentally 
harmful products and services. 
Invest ethically and you ran 
avoid having sleepless nights 


Growth & Protection PEP 


fSnce the Growth & 
Protection PEP qualifies 3S 
both a single and general 
company PER bv using bath 
1997/8 and 1998/9 PEP 
allowance you can invest up 
to £18,000. You must invest 
in a 1997/8 PEP by 5 April 
1998. Performance is 
based on the difference 
between the weighted 
average level of the FTSE 
100 Index, the DAX 30 
Index, the CAC 40 Index and 
the SMI Index in the first 12 
mouths commencing 17 
.April 1998 and the weighted 
average level of the same 
indices in ibe last 12 
months commencing 17 
April 2003. Minimum 
investment £3,000. 

This is not a guaranteed 
investment. Returns depend 
on investments with banks 
and budding societies and 
fa the unlikely event of 
them being unable to meet 
their obligations, the benefits 
win fill short of those 
mentioned These benefits 
are dependent on the 
investment being held for six 
yeare. The value of your 
investment before then 
may Mas well as rise 
and is not guaranteed. 

Past performance is not 
necessarily a guide to 
foturepeifoimjnce.The 
benefits are based on our 
understanding of current 
taxation in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland and 
are subject to statutory 
change The wlue of tax 
relief wfQ depend on your 
individual circumstances. 
Only one independent 
market maker is anticipated 
Itansfen fa to the Growth & 
Protection PEP do not take 
into account any withdrawal 
charges levied by existing 
PEP providers. Full written 
details are available on 
request 

Legal & General European 
Extra Growth pic wifi be 
listed on the Irish Stock 
Exchange and is authorised 
by The Central Bank of 
Ireland. The PEP Manager Is 
regulated by MRO and the 
Personal Investment 
Authority Legal & General 
(Direct) Limited. Registered 
in England No. 2702080. 
Registered Office: Temple 
Court. 11 Queen Victoria 

Street, London EC4N 4TE 
Representative only of 
Legal & General Marketfag 
Group, members of which 
are regulated by the fasonal 
Investment Authority and 
LMRO for the purpose of 
recommending, advising 
on and setting life assurance 
and investment products 
bearing Legal & General's 


Performance 


Up to double your money 


Protection 


Provides protection from market falls 


Power 


Driven bv over 1 SO of the top 
companies in the UK and Europe 
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OFFER CLOSES ON APRIL 9TH 1998 


* 

Find out more now- freephone 

0500 11 6622 


Sam to 8pm weekdays. 9am to 6pm weekends. 
Please quote ref: (’.9DJ03 


For your protection and 


to enable us to deal with 


any queries that may 


arisen calls wffl usually be 


recorded and randomly 


monitored. 


Visit i./ur li e'’ site u! w:< it .I’.uulG oou 


YES I would like more information about 
the Legal & General Growth & Protection PER 
Post to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited, 
FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CFI IYTC 

If you already have any PEP investment, 
please tick here □ 


xg- 


Surname (Xfr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


Forename(s) 


C9DJ03 


Address 


Postcode 


We mar telephone you to make sure information you 
requested has arrived safely Now and then w may tell 
you about other products or services offered by the 
Legal & General Group of companies that we believe may 
be of interest to you. If you would prefer nor to rccehe 
ibis artfully selected information please tick here O 


Date of Birth 


7I>L So. Home 


TeL No. Work 


Lega 

General 




worrying about what harm you 
investment may be doing. 

Tony Bonsignore writes for 
‘Financial Adviser'. 


Contact Eiris on 01 71-735 1351 
for details of Us guide. 

The Independent’ has also pro- 


duced a five ‘Guide to Ethical Fi- 
nances', written by Nic Ckutti, 
this paper’s personal finance 
editor. 77 te guide, sponsored by 
Friends Provident, explains every 
aspect of ethical investment, in- 
cluding PEPs. Call 0S00 214487, 
or fill in the coupon on page 9. 


How to find an exit 


The reasons for disenchantment 
with a particular PEP can vary 
from sloppy and inefficient PEP 
managers to under-performing 
investments. In either event, 
you may decide a move to an- 
other PEP manager is necessary. 

Changing your PEP man- 
ager can be a long-winded and 
expeosire business. Butalitde pa- 
tience is usually enough to get die 
right results. That means reast- 
ing the temptation to sell the PEP 
outright Since you’re rationed to 
just oat PEP a year, selling it 
means losing thatyearis PEP to- 
gether with its tax-free status. 

PEP transfers must be han- 
dled by the new manager. Fill 


Cut-price offers 


In the past, investoiswho did not 
want advice on choosing a PEP 
were frustrated by the fact that 

maiB^grp <wRie iinhrteieu>yi m of- 
fering a rfhmimt fnrdiwrt wlws 

One way of circumventing 
this is to use discount brokers 
which specialise in offering cut- 
price, no-advice PEPs that un- 
dercut the PEP managers. They 
can do cheaper deals by dis- 
counting some or all of the com- 
mission paid to them by PEP 
managers for introducing busi- 
ness. In return, the broker re- 
ceives an annual co mmiss ion 

from tire PEP manager plus a 
fee, typically around £20 to 
£25, from the investor. 


So what's the catch? In- 
vestors should ensure these of- 
fers does not distract them 
frxmi the central purpose of tak- 
ing out a PEP, namely long- 
term. tax-free capital growth. 

Leading discount brokers 
include: Hargreaves Lansdown 
0800 850663; Chelsea Financial 
Services 0171-351 6022; Garri- 
son Investment Analysis 01482 
861455; Elsan Associates 0500 
691790; Unitas 0J734 849481; 
The PEP Shop 0115 9825105; 
PEP-Direct 0800 413186: 
Financial Discounts Direct 
01420 549090; Premier Fund 
Managers 01483 306090. 

-Richard Shacklelon 






msy be quite happy with your pension. Until you Cry to 
change it. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
wwittfoutions, even penalties for dying. Tfou begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

SCe ‘ “ crder IO commission to brokers and 
nadcueineii, some companies impose severe penalties on their 

PaS 2“ 1 ^ Sr 05 - 51100,11 *“** » make changes. 

HappS* the Equitable Life has never paid commission to 
tiurd parties for the introduction of new business. \bu don’t 
have to comma yourself to paying identical contributions every 

S *5? r dcdde *? rcdre ^ benefits 
wou^be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
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in their forms and then sit back. 

A month is about average to 
sort out Ihe paperwork. 

The big disadvantage of 
changing PEP managers is the 
likelihood of being hit by double 
charges, once from the manager / 
you are tearing and once from - 
the new one. Exit charges are 
sometimes fixed, as high as 
£58.75 on Foreign & Colonial's 
investment trust PEP. Others 
charge a percentage of the 
PEP’s fends under manage- 
ment, usually around 1 per 
cent. Some, like Guinness 
Flight Hambro, have now < 
scrapped exit fees. 

-Richard Shackleton 
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Reasons to climb aboard 
the last PEP bandwagon 


...FROM A NAME YOU KNOW 



After fear cometh the rejoi^w 
Thisweek’s announcement by 
^eCWDor, Gordon Browi 

t^t aU investments in PEPS will 

retain their tax-free status even 
alter the new Individual Savings 
Account comes into berngm 
^|ApriJ next year means a fantastic 
last-minute opportunity for 
savers. 

Even so, if recent financial 
surveys are to be believed, the 
majority of the British public is 
still unsure of the benefits of 
P® 3 ®* w bat the misgoverning 
investment into them are and 

bow to go about finding a good 

PEP provider. Many of these 
issues are discussed in more 
depth in our survey. Here are 
the answers to so me key ques- 
tions about PEPs. 

A PEP is basically a tax-free 
wrapper which can be placed 
around certain types of invest- 
ments, such as shares, unit 
^trusts and investment trusts. 
Any income or gains from PEP 
investments are tax free, and 
over the years these tax bene- 
, fits can be worth hundreds of 
pounds. 

You can invest up to £6,000 
a year in a general PEP and you 
must invest through a PEP 
. manager. You can only have one 
general PEP per year, although 
' it is possible to transfer out of 
one PEP and into another dur- 
ing the same year. 

A general PEP can be man- 
; aged or self-select With a man- 
aged PEP, the PEP manager 
makes all the investment deci- 
sions for you. With a self-select 
' PEP you decide what invest- 


PEP NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

The Government’s deci- 
sion on ISAs (see our front- 
page story), removes fears 
by many fond managers 
that the cost of transferring 
their existing PEPs into 
ISAs amid reach hundreds 
of mOiions of pounds. - 
It also paves the way for 
a sales bonanza in which 
PEP providers win com- 
pete to sell PEPS until the 
April 1999 deadline. Whtch 
out for low-cost bargains in 
the coming months as the 
market hots up. Bat don’t 
buy just on price alone: 
your PEPs, once bought, 
will probably remain in- 
vested for many years. Re- 
search the market and 
choose on performance 
too. 


Now Gordon Brown has guaranteed -a -future for PEPs in the 
Budget Abigail Montrose answers some of the key questions 
for investors wondering ifthey should claim their allowance 


ments are in your PEP and you 

manage them. The vast majority 
of investors are better off 
spreading their risk and 
investing in a whole range of 
shares - this way you are not 
relying on just one or two 
companies to do wdL - 

The best way to do this is 
through a collective investment 
such as a unit trust or invest- 
ment trust With these invest- 
ments your money is pooled 
with money from hundreds of 
other investors and used to buy 
shares in a whole range of 
companies across many indus- 
tries. The funds are run by 
experienced investment man- 
agers who can make expert 
decisions on which companies 
to invest in. 

Many unit trust and in- 
vestment trust houses act as 
PEP managers and offer ac- 
cess to their funds through a 
PEP. Competition is such that 
often it is cheaper to invest in 
a fund via a PEP than to in- 
vest direct. 

Unit trust PEPs are the 
most common. You buy units 
in the trust, each of which re- 
flects the actnal value of its 
share in the underlying assets 
in the fond. When you want to 
cash in your investment, you 
simply sell the units hack to the 
fond manag er. Unit trust man- 


. agexs charge an initial fee and 
an annual fee for managing the 
fond to cover research and 
dealing costs, phis commis- 
sion to whoever sold you the 
plan- 

investment trusts work in 
much the same way as imfr 
trusts, except you buy shares 
rather iftan units ill the fiinri am i 

these are quoted on the Stock 
Exchange. This means the price 
of investment trust shares is 
determined by demand and 
supply for the shares rather than 
simply mirroring the value of 
the underlying assets in the 
fond. 

When an investment trust’s 
shares are quoted at less than 
the actual value of the under- 
lying assets in the fond, the trust 
is said to be trading at a dis- 
count. Where the reverse oc- 
curs, the shares- are said to be 
trading at a premium. 

“Currently, the average in- 
vestment trust is trading at a <fis- 
count of 12 per cent,* says 
Annabel Brodie-Smith, of the 
Association of Investment Trust 
Companies (AITC). 

“This means the. investor can 
buy lOOp worth of assets for 
only 88p. However, you must 
then look at the other impor- 
tant indicators like past per- 
formance, price history, the 
track record of the manage- 
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ment and the mvestment poHcy 
of the trust.” 

The investment trust indus- 
try has begun taking steps to 
narrow discounts. If this works 
and investment trust share 
prices start to rise to more 
closely reflect the underlying 
value of their assets, investors 
clearly will benefit. 

If you are interested in in- 
vesting in investment trust 
shares but are worried you may 
choose a fond that performs 
poorly, many investment 
houses, including Exeter Fund 
Managers, Gartmofe, and 
Henderson now offer the option 
of spreading risk by investing in 
a wider range of their PEPable 
funds. 

For those who like the idea 
of spreading their PEP invest- 
ment over a range of funds, but 
would prefer to invest in unit 
trusts rather than investment 
trusts, it is worth considering a 
“fund of funds”. These buy 
units in a whole range of unit 
trusts, usually managed by the 
same investment house, so 
diluting the risk of being 
invested in just one unit trust 


which turns out to be a poor 
performer. 

.. “But while there is no 
danger of there funds being the 
worst performers, they will also 
never be top of the pops either,” 
points out Don Clark, manag- 
ing director of Wolverhampton- 
based independent financial 
advisers, Tbrqml Dark. “These 
unit trusts give greater diversity 
but they also can be a redpe for 
mediocrity,’* he warns. 

If you like the idea of in- 
vesting across several foods 
but would like to choose the 
funds yourself, Skandia's Multi - 
PEP could be the answer. This 
allows you to invest in a range 
of unit trusts but they all are 
sheltered in the one PEP. 

You can choose from 76 
funds offered by 17 different 
fund management groups. 
Minimum investment is £500 
into each fond. But the catch 
to watch out for, however, is the 
charges. As well as paying the 
unit trusts' initial and annual 
fees, you also have to pay 
Skandia 0.75 per cent for man- 
aging the PEP. 

The AJTC has produced a five 
fact sheet on investment trust 
PEPs, available by calling 01 71- 
431 5222. Fora free guide to unit 
bust PEPs contact the Associa- 
tion of Unit Trust and Investment 
Funds on 0181-207 1361. 


Looking for the potential to make your savings grow? Take 
a look at the Scottish Widows Premier Savings Flan. It’s a 
with profits endowment plan that's designed to turn an 
affordable monthly saving Into a substantial lump sum in 
any time from ten to twenty yean. 

Over the last ten yean, we have achieved an average 
growth of up to 9.4%*pju - if a man aged 24 had started saving 
£50 a month 'ten yean ago, today he could be receding a 
cheque for £9,772T You can save from £50 a month from ten 
up to twenty yean. So if you want to make your savings work 
harder, find .out more today. 
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+ 192% ■ +182% I +227% 

1/79 1 2 / 128 1 T/l12 


Source: S&P Micropal. Offer to bid. 
net income reinvested. 5 years to 1.3.98 
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in the shade. 

Two have beaten every other fund in their 
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this period. Investors in any of them now have an 
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Stewardship - the ethical PEP from Friends Provident. 
86%* tax-free profit. No harm done. 


The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest in companies which make a positive 
contribution to society. So you can 
expect a very decent return, tax-free, 
and without exploiting The Earth's 
resources, human or otherwise. 

Friends Provident are pioneers in ethical 
investment and in the past 1 3 years have invested 



£975 million on behalf of customers who want 
profit and principles. 

Get on The Blue Line now, 
direct to Friends Provident 
You'll deal with friendly qualified 
people who'll explain all you want to know about 
the Stewardship fj*EP and also the Stewardship 
International PEP. Call 0800 00 00 80 now. 


Get on The Blue Line 
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Returns on corporate bonds are higher, and risks lower, than equity investments. Simon 
Read looks at how the youngest member of the PEP family can suit nervous investors 


Corporate bond PEPs are the youngest of' 
the PEP range, having been introduced in . 
July 1995. They represent an ideal way to 
generate a decent income. On top of that, 
corporate bonds are seen as safer invest- 
ments than more traditional general PEPs. 

Corporate bond PEPs represent a low- 
er risk because they invest in fixed-inter- 
est bonds and other seen cities, such as 
convertibles and preference shares. 

But a lower risk doesn’t mean no risk. 
Corporate bonds are fixed-interest bonds 
issued by companies to raise money. The 
companies pay interest on their bonds and 
repay the capital later on a pre-set date. 

If a company goes bust, however, your 
loan is unlikely to be repaid. In practice, this 
is anlikeiy to happen because onfy blue-chip 
companies issue corporate bonds. 

There is a wide choice of corporate braid 
PEPs, but wfaat they all have in common 
is that they are set up to generate income. 

Convertibles are used by some man- 
agers. They too offer a fixed rate of inter- 
est, but they also offer investors the chance 
to convert their option into shares. For that 


reason they offer lower returns than cor- 
porate bonds. But they do offer the extra 
potential of enjoying the capital growth 
associated with equities. 

Convertibles have, therefore, often 
been more heavily promoted as a relatively 
low-risk entry into the equity market. 

Both corporate bonds and convertibles 
are seldom invested in directly by private 
individuals. Investors can use the special- 
ist unit trusts on offer from fund managers. 
It's a game worth playing as yields, die re- 
turn you get, can be much greater with cor- 
porate bonds at 7-8 per cent, compared with 
3-4 per cent with equities. 

Additionally, corporate bonds are less 
risfy than ordinary shares in that if a com- 
pany goes bust, corporate bondholders will 
be paid out before ordinary shareholders. 
But the risk of losing out is still possible. 

There are often two yields quoted on 
corporate bond PEPs, the ‘Turning yield” 
and the “gross redemption yield”. 

The first relates to the current estimat- 
ed level of income you'll get from the fond, 
but this can be misleading because it takes 


no account of aiy capital gains or lasses, Tbe 
notion of capital rising or falling in this type 
of investment may seem confusing, but thatfr 
because while there may be. fixed interest 
on offer, there is no guarantee on capital. 
Bond prices vary according to the prevail- 
ing market conditions and tbe timing ofbuy- 
ing and selling bonds can affect the return. A 

Gross redemption yield in feet gives a ^ 
better indication of the return on your in- 
vestment in a corporate bond PEP as it 
t aV<-s into account gains or losses on cap- 
ital. as well as income. Comparing the re- . 
demption yield with the running yield 
may, in fact, reveal that the gross return of 
the fond may fall over time, particularly if 
the running yield is much higher. 

How to choose? Obviously, tbe yield is 
something to consider but charges should 
also be taken into account. This is because 
they have a much greater effect on corpo- 
rate bond PEPs than general PEK because 
your capital is unlikely to be growing. High : . 
char ges will therefore erode vour capital quite 
qujddy whereas in an equity-linked PEP, the 
growth should offset tie charges effect 


Pick and mix portfolios 


Self-select personal equity plans 
(PEPs) are for investors pre- 
pared to make the final dedoon 
a bout what to invest in via their 
PEPs. This might be individual 
shares or a choice of unit or in- 
vestment trusts. But you must 
feel confident about making 
your own investment dedsians. 

Equally thoug h that doesn’t 
mean you have to be an expert 
Gavin Oldham of The Share 
Centre, one of the many brokets 
to offer self-select, plans, says: 
“We feel they are suitable for 
most investors.” He reckons 
that, unless you’re a total be- 
ginner, a self-select PEP could 
be useful as long as you are pre- 
pared to take at least same ad- 
vice on your investments. 

Not least, this is because self- 
select PEPs offer mere flexibility 
than manag ed funds. Ifyou in- 
vest in a PEP from one of the 
big unit or investment trust 
providers, it can be difficult to 
switch out of the fund you 
choose, especially if you want to 


Self-select PEPs 
allow you to choose 
which Hinds and 
shares to invest in, 
all in a tax-efficient 
wrapper. David 
Prosser reports 

move to another PEP manager 
But a self-select PEP lets you 
change the investments you. 
bold whenever you want. 
Seffselect plans are also often 

Cheaper than manag ed PER. 

Initial charges are rare, thoughyou 
may have to pay a set-up fee of, 
perhaps, £50. Annual charges are 
levied hi (MttcnBtmys but are not 
Dkjrfytoadduptomorethanlper 
cent of the value of your portfo- . 
lio, particularly ifyou hold shares 

iKiedly rather than through unit 

and investment tnsts. - •• 


But even if you use your self- 
select PEP to hold foods, it 
often works out cheaper than in- 
vesting via a managed PEP. Do 
remember there are dealing 
charges. If you deal often, these 
fees mourn up. Expect to pay be- 
tween 0.75 and 1-5 per cent of 
the value of your deal on sales 
and purchases worth up to 
jEM^OOQt rocreifyouwant advice: 

Ian Miliward of independent 
financial adviser Chase de \fere 
disagrees with Gavin Oldham. 
“Self-select p lans are realty only 
for sophisticated investors,” he 
maintains. 

Most self-select PEP 
providers are stockbrokers who 
wiD deal on your behalf on an 
execution-only basis, without 
advice, or with investment ad- 
vice. Some only offer execution- 
only services. The Association 
of Private Client Investment - 
Managers and Stockbrokers 
wiD soppIy you with details of 
all brokers offering self-select 
PEPS. 


Some brokers also offer cor- 
porate PEPs, which are similar 
to self-select PEPs except that 
corporate PEPs are set up by 
companies to encourage people 
to buy their shares. As a result, 
with most corporate PEPs, you 
are usually restricted to holding 
shares in just one company. Tbe 
plan can be set up as a general' 
PEE in which case the maxi- ' 
mum investment allowed is 
£6,000, or as a single company 
PEP, where you can invest just* , 
£3,000 in any one tax year. . W- 
Corporate PEPs are usually 
gpod value, and can be a good 
investment if you believe in the 
prospects for your company. 
On the other hand, putting a 
whole PEP allowance into one 
stock leaves you very exposed. 

David Prosser is features editor 
of ‘Investors Chronicle’. 

Association of Private Client 
Investment Managers and Siodc-tt 
brokers: 0171-247 7080. * 
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Off-plan catn 
be perilous 
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You may escape damp rot, but buying sight unseen 
still has rts prtfalls, writes Penny Jackson. ' . 


In the past few years, British buyers 
have wanned to the idea of buying in 
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V«y di oose exactly what they want 
but, in a rising market, they can sit bade 
and watch its value grow while it* be- 
ing built. 

It aD sounds so simple, far less trou- 
ble than worrying about damp rot, set- 
tlement and unsaupdous vendors. But 
at least the second-hand market is the 
devil we know. While we may rail 
against certain aspects of buying and 
selling, the property is there to be seen 
ami we are familiar with the procedures 
and the role of estate agents, solicitors 
and surveyors. When it comes to bay- 
ing off plan, though, the questions that 
need to be asked are very different 

The intense marketing of some new 
developments only serves to farther 
doud people's minds to the pertinent 
issues and Linda Beaney of Beaney 
Pearce, a fain of sofiritors, has real con- 
cents about how ill-prepared some buy- 
ers are. ‘'They are likely to have spent 
more time on the small print of their 
holiday brochures,” she says. 

In London, particularly, the short- 
age of good property has fuelled the 
rush to buy off-plan. In a document for 
prospective buyers, Beaney Pearce 
runs through a list of how to proceed 
- sensibly. 

Crucial is the warning not to be pan- 
icked into buying by the crush of peo- 


ple apparently making speedy trans- 
actions. It Is necessary only to recall 
scenes at develo pments soefa as Copd- 
ty Han in London to know how a care- 
fully orchestrated marketing 
campaign can create queues and a 
panic among potential buyers fearful 
of losing an apartment. 

Buyers might even have exchanged 
contracts on the spot. The frenetic at- 
mosphere can also persuade those 
who arrive at launches with their fi- 
nances in place to overstretch them- 
selves. On<» the few wen advertised 
and very attractively priced rmiM go, 
it’s on to normal prices. 

“I have seen people spend £20,000 
more than they intended to, as though 
it were £20,” says Tom Marshall of 
Chioons.' In order to speed thing s 
along, buyers in larger developments 
will often find a panel of solicitors on 
site during the sales days. 

While they are independent and no 
one is obliged to use them, their sell- 
ing point is that they are familiar with 
the documentation. 

“If a developer has a large parcel 
of land, say, it is important to push rite 
solicitor on its use. He could be in a 
difficult position if he has already 
looked at the paperwork,” says Linda 
Beaney. And the family solicitor may 
not be the answer either, if he or she 
isnotfam nia i wi thpni rfiasingfiff-plan- 

At the Law Society, David McNeill ' 



County Hall in London was the i 


recognises that for the panel of solid- 
toss on a development, it is a lucrative 
business. “But if they have worked whh 
a developer and know something they 
cannot pas on to a purchaser they must 
withdraw immediately. There must be 
no conflict of interest. The obvious ad- 
vantages of using a panel solicitor are 
that thqrwiD be cheaper and faster be- 
cause they are not starting from scratch.” 
David Foulser, a solicitor with 
Brcthertcm Price Elgoods, specialises 
in new developments and is only too 
aware of the pitfalls. “Tbe minute a de- 
veloper suggests using a certain solic- 
itor you might say that is putting 
more pressure on the buyer.” 

A further pressure is the deadline 
set by developers, who win threaten to 
withdraw the property after that date. 
Two or three weeks is often not long 
enough to complete a search of the 
wider area an d usually the contract is 


of queues and panic among potential flat-buyers 


on a take it or leave it basis, explains 
Mr Foulser. 

“What I consider grossly unfair is 
that despite all the fancy marketing, 
floor plans, and specifications, when 
the contracts arrive there is a dause 
which says the buyer cannot place any 
legal reliance on anything said to him 
by anyone other than the developer’s 
sohdtor. Plans and sales brochures are 
provided for information only. If you 
want to inspect the plans you might 
have to drive miles to tbe head office. 
Who is going to do that?” he asks. 

One of David Foulser’s clients re- 
cently refused to exchange when the 
developer’s solicitor would not confirm 
a particular point “It is madness. Most 
people would have caved in because 
they are desperate not to lose the prop- 
erty. Developers sell property on the 
terms they dictate.” 

In London, Point West the con- 


verted air terminal in Cromwell Road 
that went through rocky times during 
the recession with buyers losing their 
deposits, is being sold heavily this week- 
end. Some 126 flats are for sale and 
the sales office confirms that a build- 
ing society and solicitors will be avail- 
able. Nobody, they say, will be pushed 
to use them. So why are they invited 
in by developers? Edward Lewis of 
FPD Savins says it is easier if the so- 
lid tors have approved the form of the 
contract and understand the issues. If 
they are potentially going to be in- 
structed on some 25 per cent of sales 
they can work for a more competitive 
fee. “All the potential problems should 
have been ironed out." 

That may well be the case. But it 
wouldn’t do any harm for those buy- 
ing off-plan to be as rigorous about tbe 
standards of their property investment 
as they are about their holiday hoteL 



PENNY 

JACKSON 


Miras was ripe 
for the picking 


If there was general rejoic- 
ing that mortage interest re- 
lief (Miras) was not to be oil 
after all. it was a muted af- 
fair. If ever there was a plum 
for the Treasury to pick this 
was it, since everybody bad 
prepared themselves for its 
demise. 

The rising value of prop- 
erty and hi gher income lev- 
els have outstripped the 
usefulness of the tax relief of 
15 per cent on the first 
£30.000, which falls to 10 per 
cent in April. Could not the 
£3bn saved be better spent 
on those in housing need? 

The Council of Mortgage 
Lenders believes that bous- 
ing expenditure has to be 
looked at as a whole. Miras 
is of most importance in ar- 
eas with tow property values, 
according to Sue Anderson 
for the Council. 

So perhaps it is all a mat- 
ter of timing. If interest rates 
bead downwards, at 5 per 
cent, it would mean about 
£12 to £13 a month to the av- 
erage household budget. 


What better opportunity 
could there be to sweep it 
away altogether. 

A flurry of activity has fol- 
lowed the increase in stamp 
duty from 1.5 to 2 per cent 
on property above £250.000 
and from 2 to 3 percent on 
homes over £50(^000. If buy- 
ers can rush things through 
by Thesday, they could save 
themselves £5,000. 

Richard Donnell of 
FPD Savills does not expect 
it to have a marked effect 
at the top of the market. 
Some buyers may hesitate, 
but those on tight budgets 
are more likely to hold 
back on things like renova- 
tion work. Winkworth, the 
London agents, find that of 
their properties for sale, 
some 45 per cent are priced 
in excess of £250,000. The 
national figure is about 2 
per cent. They expect to see 
more properties joining the 
] l they already have for sale 
at. either £249,000 or 
£249,950. 
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You want a quick sale. ’Rvo buyers make 
equivalent offers. Both appear serious 
and neither are in a chain. How do you 
choose? 1 found myself in this position scone 
years ago and, having a slight preference 
for one buyer, sought my agent’s advice. 
“Don’t touch him with a bargepole,” he 
barked. “He’s self-employed.” 

I didn’t and the sale was swift Are the 
self-employed dispossessed? And how can 
they maximise their purchasing power? 

Stephen Smith, manager of tbe Dulwich 
branch of estate agency Bushell’s, admits 
that alarm bells ring when applicants are 
self-employed: “We have more problems 

!i c with them getting mortgages than anyone 

•». I*:!: else. As agents it’s our duty to make sure 
they can proceed so wewiff push them hard- : 
a er to see our mortgage specialist*’ 

" Stephen Smith loses less sleep over tbe 

_ long-term self-employed as they general- 
ly have several years' proof of earn mgg but 


Don’t give up the day job - if you want a mortgage 


The self-employed face 
discrimination when 
buying property, reports 
Ginetta Vedrickas. 


the newly entrepreneurial can irritate: 
“They come in, they’ve only been self-em- 
ployed for four months and they wonder 
why building societies won’t lend them the 
money. They make you laugh.” 

liz Godwin knows the pressures fadng 
.freelancers more than most A compulsive 
mover, six times in two years, she has re- 
sorted to a “non-status" mortgage for 


each purchase. This type of loan caters for 
bombers unable to supply adequate proof 
of income or with poor credit ratings. 
Leaders protect themselves by asking for 
a higher deposit and charging higher in- 
terest rates. 

Liz is a successful, established artist and 
currently borrows from the Bank of Scot- 
land. Surely she qualifies for a mortgage 
with favourable rates? “Tve tried but it was 
so much hassle I gave up. It seems much 
easier just to get my accountant to send a 
letter basically saying Fm good fartbe loen.” 

In addition to unfavourable interest 
rates, freelancers cain face accountancy lulls 
of several hundred pounds. ■ ■ 

Most iendec deny discximinatioQ but the 
evidence suggest the contrary. Salaried bor- 


rowers must prove their income for the last 
six months but seif-employed applicants are 
frequently asked for two to three years’ ac- 
counts plus a projection of their next 
year’s earnings. 

This can seriously hinder the amount 
they can borrow, particularly if their busi- 
ness is new. But could the self-employed 
do more to help themselves? One agent 
claimed that they have only themselves to 
blame: “They spend years trying to dodge 
paying tax so when they try to get a mort- 
gage it hits them hard.' On paper they’re 
virtnaQ^bn income support yet ifs obvi- 
ous thpy are rollmgm it” 

Richard TmnbuIL mortgage broker for 
Patrick Knight, is more sympathetic. He has 
just received a call from Northern Rock re- 


foang a mortgage for David, a freelance sub- 
editor and Karen, a supply teacher “It seems 
extremely unfair.” says Richard. “They 
are highly experienced, professional peo- 
ple who choose to freelance. They have ex- 
cellent credit ratings and a large deposit.” 
David and Karen have rented for almost 
three years and recently derided to buy a 
flat in London. Through their broker they 
applied for a mortgage farm Northern Rock 
with a rate fixed at 5.99 per cent for 5 years. 
The “nnbea t a b le” deal is for b or ro w er s with 
-a minimum deposit of 25 per cent, a re- 
quirement fast David and Karen fulfil, yet 
they were refused. ' 

What do they think of Northern Rock’s 
attitude? “I think it’s a bit 1950s.” says 
David. “They are entitled to their opinion 


but had they asked our landlord they 
would find that we have never mice been 
late with the rent and we’re not likely to 
default on. our mortgage payments.” 
Northern Rock says it treats self-employed 
applicants equitably and considers all cases 
individually. Bui a spokesperson cautions: 
“Our criteria is not just to safeguard the lender 
but the borrower, too. If we refuse a mort- 
gage application we’re doing the customer 
a favour, fcrhaps they are overstretching 
themselves and should look again ” 

Some lenders say they are making 
greater efforts in what many admit is a mar- 
ket in which they are less than pro-active. 

Richafo Thrnbufl believes that slowly re- 
laxing attitudes are not keeping pace with 
his changing clientele; “in the current mar- 
ket more people than ever are taking a pos- 
itive decision to give up their salaried jobs 
and strike out on their own, so we need 
more flexibility from borrowers.” 
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Sates Office 01460 66469 
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To Let 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


“ regent uetting ltd 

Tel: 0171 »16 0313 Rsx: 0171 916 

WEMBLEY PARK . £ 3 SO» wr 

Rve bedroom M Mot , .folly " 2 ?* 

nmOrfae, rolfr hn^e taxpbm .2 Mlnon* A 3 WQjteck priendMe. 
to Wfembfcf Par* tube *nd sfcoppins facffilles. AvafiaWe bow. ■ 

THE GROVE, N 3 

Fte, bedrabm hone, bo ***#. ****** 
mo. Vtotog mad**. ***** :«Mmgn^Av» 3 WUe 

HONEYBOURNE RD, NWtf £I 30 pw 

Sdfcaotatocdsndto. ■ .,, r 

CAMDEN TOWN, NW 1 £l« 5 pw 

HmJy fgraabed one O * 1 good ^’° l ^ OC ' M _ n - 

BONEYBOURNE RD, NW$ £ 1 70 pw 

Onetodnxni Dal. opeopfcn tarn* and My Media«Sre»i.^ 6 »nto 
GOODGE STREET, W 1 

mayton street; N 7 . . ■ £ 1 .®°p w 


No Fee To 
Tenants 

•a 4 3 Camden Rd 
Lc r cion NV71 SEA 


SS 5 BU^PARK,N 7 « 20 pw 

h mm l ife avafobfc now. 



London Property 


London Property 


EXCHANGE PLACE 

AN DASIS IN THE CITY 



Tbe apartments at Exchange Place have been designed tor todays hectic lifestyle with 
a blue chip specfficafion for the most discerning pmhaser. Set within a landscaped 
pi azza , the apartments are being bust above a selection of shops, restaurants and 
offices providing a vfflaQe oasrs on the City oorders. Exchange Place is wtmm SO 
metres of Farringdoo Underground station (District Lire). 


PRICES FROM £!9Q,DDD 


laS113 0171 253 0609 

• ' LAUNCH: ZBTH & 29TH MARCH . 

• SALES OFFICE: 7-9 EAHI.F COURT, C LKRKEN WELL 


.To Let 


CRMKMPROPCRnr 

UayAAfiicaiT - • 
IIKIIIUURUII 

SCRVKCS 

OACCMUKH SC10 

lucuv Vtaafon AUsonstts 
over 3 Itacra. Mary origind 
features, natty rafwWwd 
flfwnWwdorUlfijrnawd. 
ZainsBA 
£1.100 pan. 

awsrm-PHActsei? 
luxury 8 Bed. RF property, 
Mott* floors. Dbhuiosfw; 

Mamww, £ OnUe 
Bedrooms, fiakon/. video ' 
entry phone, underground 
pocMng end Communal 
landscaped gardens. 

T«fc018T 3051889 


EXECUTIVE FLATS 
BERNERS ST -W1 

TOP QUALITY 1*2 • 
BEDROOM APTS. 
MARBLE HATHBMS, 
OAK FLOORS. HIGH 

spec security; >. 

FORNISHEDl.. 
MUST BE VIEWED 
FROM £355 per week 

BOMARK 

PROPERTY 

for brochure or viewbtg 

Tel: 0171 580 3006 
Fax: 0171 580 3007 


To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Property Team 
on 

0171 293 2302. 


Prance 


SOUTHWEST FRANCE 

GERS- GASCONY 



Period dwelling in 
picturesque village 
near Tbulousse. 2 
bed, ldt/dining room, 
showeiy'wc. Water 
and electricity 
connected. Furnished 
£19,000 ' 

Teh 01264 332775 

(Evenings) 



London Property 


PRE-LAUNCH WEEKEND 
21st & 22nd MARCH 1998 
VIEW STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT 
A SPECTACULAR DEVELOPMENT 
OF 31 APARTMENTS IN ST JOHNS 
STREET, CLERKENWELL EC1 
850 - 1970 SQ FT FROM £275,000 
THE ULTIMATE IN DESIGN & FIT OUT 


&, - w* * t \ ytarm 


l 


ONLY 19 FULLY FITTED 
APARTMENTS REMAINING 


REDEFINE THE WAY YOU LIVE 
CONTACT WARNER LOFTS ON 

0171 336 0011 


, FRANCE 
OLD/NEW 

properties. Also had irth 
ardiitea and bufltfing services, 
■fct 0181 set 6047 
WfchrPO Bax 17868 
LoadeavJSZQ 
France 0033 4 67 96 08 92 


WORLD CUP FRENCH FARM* 
HOUSES Steps 6 - 8 , impair 
countnnWo, a ntolbidBUM. 1 
MW ■ tel horn* Mnn yM e r. liay 
Jmm. ToL 00 33 4 n S 0 10 06 . 
THE PYRENEES - CotUM M 
Rmti mounttki Agt at. CM 

Steps 4-6. iwtr timwieP atti ’ 

01888830547 . 
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We specialise in 
Residential Letting and 
Property Management 
With 5 offices throughout 
North London 

Call your local branch 
for Free Valuation 
0171 354 4004 

Islington, Highbury, Stoke Newington 
01S1 447 8989 
Southgate, Enfield 
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And so to bed 


We spend an awfully long time in rt, and not just sleeping. 
Rosalind Russel! suggests a stylish way to get some shut-eye. 


For some people, it will be a re- 
lief gening up an hour earlier next 
Weekend, when the clocks 
change. It is estimated that more 
t han 60 million working days are 
lost each year because of back 
problems, many of which could be 
eased by sleeping in a decent bed 

Bed makers claim we should 
Change our beds every JO years 
(well they would, wouldn't they), 
but the average couple bang on 
to theirs for more than 17 years. 

Given the cost of replacing it, 
that's hardly surprising. Buying a 
new bed is a major outlay. A 
straightforward, no-frills 5ft divan 
and mattress from Marks and 
Spencer costs almost £700, not in- 
cluding a headboard. 

Even the Lord CTiahcelior’s 
much publicised £S.000 Gothic 
bed isn’t the most expensive on 
the markeL Anew double pock- 
et spring system developed and 
made by Leeds firm Spink and 
Edgar promises a good night’s 
sleep to the oddest-sized couple. ., 


at a cost. A 5ft base and mattress 
starts at £1,750 and goes up to 
£9,000, plus the cost of bed head 
and surround. 

The beauty of it, says Peter 
Spink, is that it always feels soft 
on top, but firm when the springs 
work together. It suits all shapes 
and sizes. 

“We spend a third of our lives 
in bed,’' says Jessica Alexander, 
consultant to the Sleep Council, 
“so it's important we know how 
to make the most of this with 
quality sleep.” 

Given we are in bed for up to 
a third of each day, that adds up 
to 29,200 hours' tying time dur- 
ing a 10-year bed lifespan. The 
Sleep Council claim 34 per cent 
of IS to 40-year-olds eat in bed, 
59 per cent drink in bed and more 
than a third of the population use 
their beds as a family meeting 
point at the start of festivities like 
Christmas. No wonder the bed 
sags and everybody's exhausted. 

British beds are among the 


narrowest and. shortest in the 
world, falling way behind Bel- 
gium. Finland and Switzerland in 
the slumber stakes. America, 
needless to say, has the largest 
standard size in the world and 
their California kingsize is a 
McMigbty 72” by 84". 

But James Adam, makers of 
classical wooden reproduction 
beds in Woodbridge, Suffolk, will 
happily make a 7ft square bed to 
order if required. The company 
specialises in French and Amer- 
ican styles, supplying tailor-made 
beds. Four-pokers are popular 
with clients, who can buy the mat- 
tress and base from the firm, too. 
The James Adam Dire cto ire 
Day bed is a copy from an origi- 
nal, taking the style of the French 
Directoire government in the late 
1700s. It's hand-carved with some 
of the Revolutionary symbols. 
The solid rosewood bedframe 
costs from £1,838. A Louis XV up- 
holstered bed costs from £1,638. 

Simon Horn Furniture, in 



THREE TO VIEW: UN PER £ 130.0 00 


Sweet dreams: have a Rococo bed made to order, from 0,482 


London, was one of the first to 
bring the French Lit Bateau bed 
to the UK. His latest design is the 
Rococo bed. hand carved from 
rosewood and a copy of an an- 
tique dated 1890. It can be made 
in any size to order, and prices 
start at £3,482 for a doable. 

The Iron Bed Company have 
just launched two new designs, 
Linden and Merlin, the first to be 
made with padded headboards. 
The headboards are removable 
for cl eaning and can be covered 
with a fabric from the company’s 
range or you can supply your own. 

Prices begin at £449 for a 3ft 


Merlin. The company has also just 
produced a mail order brochure 
to include accessories, including 
linen, lighting, nightware, alarm 
docks and “funky” hot water 
bottles. Perhaps the Lord Chan- 
cellor would like a copy. 

For ‘ Bed Buyers Guide' or ‘ Sleep 
Good Feel Good Guide', send 
SAE to The Sleep Council High 
Com MSI Cht^dHill SkipUm, N. 
Yorks, BD23 1NL ; James Adam 
01394 384471; Spink & Edgar 
01132 771255; Simon Horn Fur- 
niture 0171-7311279; The Iron 
Bed Company 01243 778999. 


• desham ihKent, has views — — - 

Pegwell Bay, where the Sally Line femes sail to 

Dunkirk. Tbe three-bedroom country coaage has 
been renovated and modernised with nigh 
storage heaters, new windows, doors ana root, 
but still needs cosmetic work. The sitting room 


also has a Rayburn solid fuel range. The pnee 
is £130,000 through GW Finn (01304 612)47). 

Lan thorn Cottage in Collingboume Dud, nine 
miles from Andover in Wiltshire, is a 17th cen- 
tury thatched cottage in just under half an acre 
■ of gardens, including an orchard. The roof was 
re-thatched in 1995. It sits on a footpath fronting 
onto the River Bourne. The area is surrounded 
by brifflepaths and footpaths. The 14ft sitting 
room has a brick ihglenook fireplace and win- 
dow seaLtheTe’sa kitchen riming room and two 
good-sized bedrooms. £130,000 through Hamp- 
tons (01672 516256). 

This Tunbridge Wells studio, with 28ft vaulted liv- 
ing space, was built in the late 1980s onto the ad- 
joining period house. As the south side is almost 
completely glazed, a designer or photographer 
would appreciate the light. Within walking dis- 
tance of shops and station, it has a 28ft living 
room/studib with Amtico tiled floor and fitted wall 
cupboards and doors to tbe garden, A spiral stair- 
case leads to the 19ft mezzanine level and bed- 
room. There is a 100ft garden and parking space 
for two cats. £125,000 through Brooks Peacock 
(01892 531199). 
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RICKMANSWOKTH. GUIDE £475,000 

A delightful double framed detached 
Tudor style boose oo the edge of 
Bczdrworth Heath offering a wealth of 
character and spacious accommodation. 4 
Beds. 2 baths (l en suite), 3 tecs, lea, brkfst 
room, gas c/h, db(e garage, gaxdeo. 

Pm* Robson & G* 

NOHHjUMGHCH. 

NOCMTOOQ, — ■ ■ ■ ■ i 

owy 8Z06E Peter Robson & Co.] 


BUSHEV £225.000 

Send detached aaeaded 4 bed house. 
Cloak. 21ft 81n living room, separate 
dining room, coasermory, lj* 5ta x 12ft 
2n titfockfit, bath, shower, gas radiator 
beating dbte ^ rrrin Ci car patting, garden. 

Ckmoeblu, 72 High Stuh; 

BtSUttt 

Hmnaujtmu 

0“H“S 


WILLINGHAM, CAMBS. £235,000 

Superbly restored period cottage with 
mac, Eve bedrooms, four reception 
rooms, numerous period features, good 
size gardens. 

Tons, 19 High Sheet; 

Hutton, Cambridge 

CM4P- - v 

01223235111 


viers 


CHATTERIS, CAMBS. £165,000 

An older modernised and fwrwrifri 
detached boose, situated In a quiet 
location near [be town centre. Tbe 
property benefits from gas fixed oh, 3 tecs, 
bathroom, shower room, workshop, bam 
and ga rag in g. Luge rar gardens Include 
vegetable beds, ornamental pond and 
lawns. 

Gkjcwb&Co, 

2 ft 4 Market Hw, Chatteris, 

GWBBTOCC «H6 fttB 
01354 693266 


OLD PORTSMOUTH. 0W0 £400,000 

Unique detached residenc e In super b 
location overlooking entrance in 
Portsmouth Harbour and Tbe Solent 
Currently arranged as 2 z two bed 
apartments. Double garage, balcony, 
roof renace. 

Fn 4 Kekt; 96 Bum Street; 

OmftwsecTH, 

Hmkhoe rol 2 je. 

0X705 355366 


COBHAM. GUIDE £355,000 

Charming detached character property 
overlooking Cobtnm Mill with spacious 
bcawifbDy picscn t e d armmmo dadop- 

BokxTbobton. 

4AmuiosHou) l 

COStUM 
nll2jL 
01932868448 


1 lover I hni nloiil 


NORTH VEST NORFOLK. 
GUIDE £450,000 

Grade n listed farmhouse together with 
converted barm (3 units) for holiday 
lettings In Idealk fav o ur ed village only 2 
miles from coast. Additional barns with 
potential inducted. 

Own) Rio, 54 wesnifiE, DAVID 

Hunstanton, Norkhjk MMV 
b 36 5a. 01485 533666 |%|^£ 




CH0RIEYW00D. £325,000 

Neo-Georgian post war built, 4 bed 
detached house, on an extensive, secluded 
pka off tbe Mckmanswonb Road. Tbe 
property benefits bom double garage, 2 
tecs, sun loggia, huge kitchen. 2 baths, 4 
bed. gw fired oh. double glazed bmke 
windows. 

Thesd & Thomas, -* 

Od6on Parade. High 
5 nnra RrawANswrariH. 

HERTS W03 lEE- 
01955 "“3616 


GEHRARDS CROSS. £365,000 

Situated within a conservation area 
adjoining Austenwood Common, this 
c h ara cte r home features a panelled ball, 
staircase and landing. Drawing room, 
sitting room, dining room, kit, utility 
roam. 4 beds, en suite, detached garage, 
gardens, inspection highly recommended. 
The Bsavtcm emNasuK 
57 ST PETa‘5 Cow Cualk wt St P Et B, 

0TO«K288 BMliLClSSN 


Period House of Character 
GRADE n LISTED 
ouf wfltt* MAhg dbtmux vftbe fifaer 

A three bedroom house with exposed beams and massive central 
fireplace between the sitting room and dining room. Goakroom, 
kitchen and two bathrooms. Patio 
garden. Offers in the region of £175,000 

Neal Sons ft Fletcher, 26 Church Street; 
wooDBRjDGe ie 12 it® 01394 382263 













N0BTHW00D. £695,000 

Unique del bungalow, bufit by present 
owners. Carriage d riv e w a y, Ige entrance 
lobby, Inner hail, octagonal living room, 
di ner . soidy/Efih bed, bridst room, 19ft 
fined tit, utility, 5/4 beds, one with 
dressing room and en sake, 2 further dbte 
beds. Spiral staircase to studyrbed 5, lob, 
Ale garage- 

Gobs Queue, 

l Cura Luo, too, 

IAdousexuS 1m. 

0181 866 Z777 


BUTTESL AND 
STREET, NL 


SPRiiS 


TEDFT VALLEY: £260,000 

Detached teoendy renovated Residence set 
to Jdyflrcsumxmdingssritb fine views o»er 
green fields and Bivtx. Ideal for 2 family 
occupation and has 2 kitchens, utility; 
lounge, dining, sitting room. Consenozory; 
5 beds, 4 baths. AD centrally heated, 
landscaped grounds. Garage. TOriohop. 

R. G. Lewis* Co, 16 Norr Squme, 
CiBunmmia sa31 itq. 

01267 221222 


HARRO W ON THE HILL &430, 000 

One of foe few temaining detached period 
houses On Che crown of tbe hiZL Slanted 
over 3 Boon with elegant period features . -1 
beds, bathroom, sep w.g, drawing room- 
music arum, dining room, tit, boot 
cupboard, walfcta pantry. Gas fired c/h, 
garage, garden, period features 
Wnsow Havens, 29/35 Kwh St, 

Harrow on the 
Hue, ha1 3h 
01B1 4223333 


I rnwiL saiM 
HAWKIIMS 1 
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f or a free direc tory of (iiiild Members who provide probably the finest selection of property in f, upland and Wales 

tall Ol-iSO >5 f621... or on flit* internet ;if blip; /. www.property -platform. com 







TbLet 


Daniel Watney 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
Established 1859 

Residential Lettings 
Management & Sales 

City • Barbican • ClerkenweU 

EC2 Karirican 5th floor studio £200pvr 

S^V] 0 Kijibri)' Rd u/f 1 bed new refurb £235jw - 

EC2 Rniiucan 1 bed maisonette £275pw 

EC4 Lilfk* Britain new 1 bed apart £275pw 

EC I Herbal Hill selection of 2 beds from £325p» 
LC2 Barbican 2 bed apart near lake £325p» 

EC4 Spencer Heights new 2 bed/2 bath £350pw 
FC: Barlncun 14th floor 3 bed/2 bath £500pw 

EC I New River Heatl stunning 2/3 bed £SQOpw 
Fora residential lettings Bst call 

0171 253 4414 

The Charterhouse Charterhouse Square 
London ECIM6AP 


Overseas Property 


A place where dreams come true 

Probably the most beautiful and unspoilt 

coastline of Spain 

• 

Extensive range of new and pre-owned 
freehold properties available 

Viewing trips most weekends 

•. 

Telephone 01536 484181 for details 

Colour brochure on request 


DOTT WE CHUBB WITH HUC8BED AHSTS; BEftL DKECT Wlffl THE DOBOPBtl - BKO 

Honmws m. bi m -be suE.WPmuEHurittJ «u. mbtk uouPMurffi 


Villo'j, • Bungalo'.vs • Town Houses * Apartments * Studios 


Sotdh of the Thames 



T:T1 


YOUR 

DREAM HOME 

For As Little As 
£15,000 Deposit. 

CaU Today 

Teb 01522 693185 (UK) 
RUB 01522 693189 
Guaranteed 
Rental Income 


London Property 


Mi 



Super New Conversion. 

2 Bedrooms. . 
First Roar. 

12ft Ceilings. Terrace. 

£275,000 
0171 250 1012 

wriwn UNHMtwi 

mftintMtfilS 


Overs^s Property 


20 mare Real estate 
experience on fte 
Spanish MaWend 
and Tenofffe 
Ring IK now on 
01323 688204 
to a FREE t&four hiwbore 
Mp^Vsmlpc4wme»xom 



CREDtTON ROAD, NWlft 

delightful 4 bed older Myfe 
K»n*e *nh tbe benefit of a lufi 
“Wfcojoa. Period fciniras 2 



PROPERTY NEW« 
monthly, tor your free copy tuto- 
(OlffT) BfT iSj or 

ntv-Wwww.ltench-propmy. 
MW! com 


Br fW. ' T *?*— ■ .. 


SUMMERFIELD A 




A fetadew Pnf floor 
*/3 bedroom mmmmrf fiat. 
Hand made Sued kintal ahh 
& ‘mod orh*, 2 doohfe betfa, 
wii room, some penal feamtes, 

date to Ooeem rak aatleigKMnd 

sadou and foe paifc 
Vfcw >u8 WgJ% recwwtcniW 

£180,000 

Shan tfPruhM 
Ouhxs park nunmBSHV 

0171 328 2828 

SOAD , im m 


Property 
Advertising 
also appears 
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